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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
TROOP 533 & 1901 FUNDRAISER

Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 
and Rosehill United Methodist Church

 Boy Scouts from Troops 533 and 1907 announce their annual 
mulch and fertilizer sale – all orders will be delivered right to your 
door!

The Boy Scout motto is “be prepared.” Well, Troops 533 and 1907 
have taken that to heart, and for the last several years have run a 
local mulch/fertilizer sale to earn money to fund each year’s activities 
and purchase equipment. This year, they are preparing to experience 
the rugged outdoors at scout camps in Arkansas and Georgia and 
a weeklong hiking trip at Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico.

Such ambitious activities would not be possible without the 
support of the community! In addition to camping, the boys were 
able to participate in many service projects, including assisting with 
cleanup after Hurricane Harvey, Wreaths Across Americas, Scouting 
for Food, and completing multiple Eagle projects. Troops 533 and 
1907 are gearing up for another great year and wish to extend a thank 
you to everyone who contributed to all the adventures and learning 
experiences of years past. 

So, if you are looking to beautify your landscape and bring your 
lawn back to life after this chilly winter, all while helping your local 
scouts, then be sure to place your order! This year’s offerings include 
high quality Living Earth’s red, black, hardwood or pine bark mulch 
as well as Southwest Fertilizer’s premium or slow release fertilizer and 
weed n feed fertilizer. For your convenience, Scouts will be selling 
door to door in your subdivision beginning January 8th. If you are 
reading this circular and think we may miss you, please order by 
emailing BoyScoutsTroop533@yahoo.com. All purchases will be 
delivered to your home by the Scouts on February 24, 2018. 

Yours in Scouting,
Scoutmaster Louis Mayer (Troop 533) and
Scoutmaster Chad Gaulding (Troop 1907)

Congratulations to 
Senior Girl Scout 

Troop 14406

Congratulations to Senior Girl Scout Troop 14406 on 
earning their Silver Awards this past year! To earn a Silver Award 
girls must have 50 service hours and create a sustainable project 
that betters their community. It is the second highest honor 
a Girl Scout can receive, with Gold Award being the highest. 

Submitted by Elizabeth Hill
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
COMPANY INFO

ADVERTISING INFO 
Please support the businesses that advertise in The Beacon. 

Their advertising dollars make it possible for all Lakes of 
Fairhaven residents to receive the monthly newsletter at 
no charge. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
10th of each month for the following month's newsletter.

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE: Broyhill Attic Heirloom Special Edition Bar. Wood 
blends with any color & fits across a corner. Non smoking. 63’’ x 
27.5” x 42”. Cabinet locks/stemware storage/wine rack/shelves/
drawers.  $900  lorilynn@pdq.net or phone 281-395-1385

Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Lakes of Fairhaven residents, limit 30 words, 
please e-mail thebeacon@PEELinc.com. 

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for 
profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales 
Office @ 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

PCMI / 281-870-0585
2002 West Grand Parkway North, Suite 100

Katy, Texas 77449

Fair Ladies of Christ the Redeemer, or 
FLOC, is a faith and fellowship group 
for the women who live in Fairfield and 
Lakes of Fairhaven that attend Christ the 
Redeemer Catholic Church.

We generally meet once a month, 
usually at a member’s home, or a local 
restaurant, and occasionally at Christ 
the Redeemer. Our meetings consist of 
food and drinks, prayer and fellowship! 
We occasionally have a speaker on topics 
that pertain to our faith, have fun craft 
nights, attend Christ the Redeemer 
events, try out new restaurants, and we 
also “give back” to the community and 
the church with some sort of charity or 
donation activity several times a year.

Our main goals are: 

•	 To bring the CtR women of these two neighborhoods together 
to make social connections with each other,

•	 To support one another, 

•	 •	 To	surround	ourselves	with	women	who	share	a	common	
faith, and 

•	 To bring those that are hesitant to attend CtR each weekend 
for Mass (due to the large size of the parish) back to Mass 
because there will be a friendly face in the crowd.

For more information, please contact Amy Wilkes at apw1974@
juno.com, or search for our group on Facebook - Fair Ladies of 
Christ the Redeemer (FLOC) - and request to join our closed group.

We look forward to meeting you at our next event!

Fair Ladies of Christ 
the Redeemer
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Special Needs Expo Right in Our Own Backyard!

The Community of Faith 2nd Annual Special Needs Expo will take place February 23, 2018 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

By Jackie Devine

Everyone knows that parenting is a difficult job, even in the best 
of times and under the most favorable circumstances. But, moms 
and dads with children of special needs face an entirely different set 
of challenges that often redefine the meanings of parenthood, stress, 
anxiety, and isolation. In fact, it has been said that their life is very 
similar to the pressures felt by soldiers in combat.

Knowing that, and responding to a desire to address the situation 
in 2016, Cassie Kraus, the current Special Needs Director at 
Community of Faith, sought out Mark Shook, Senior Pastor, and 
Bradley Thomas, Connections Pastor of Community of Faith, 
and posed her idea. Cassie wanted to provide some much-needed 
assistance to families yearning to attend worship services or other 
church functions but were unable to do so because their children 
required special considerations.

Cassie received overwhelming support to create a program that 
not only addressed the needs of parishioners, but has grown to offer 
collaborative, family-centered assistance to caregivers in other parts 
of Texas and as far as Louisiana.

Sharing her personal understanding of the issues, Cassie said, “As 
the parent of a child with autism and a former special education 
professional in Cy-Fair, I was well-versed in the challenges parents 
face trying to make their way through the special needs maze.

“We were delighted when we found Community of Faith. Their 
warm welcome and willingness to work with us to address some of 
our unique challenges offered us an environment of understanding 
and respect—one in which we thrived.” Continuing, she said, “The 
special needs community, as a whole, is very small, and when you 
find a church that is willing to work with you and that looks at each 
child as their own, that’s huge. As the parent of a child with different 
abilities, it was comforting to find people willing to walk that journey 
with you who are striving to find the best outcome for your child 
and to see him or her as a unique individual."

Bradley chimed in, “Our special needs ministry has been operating 
full tilt for about a year and a half now. Cassie brought expertise, 
heart, and connections to the team, which has added the necessary 
foundation to create a welcoming, dynamic, family-centered 
environment.

“We sponsored our first ‘Special Needs Expo‘ last year and over 
200 families participated. With Cassie’s unbelievable network of 
organizations willing to step in and provide the needed framework 
of access, information, and resources, 50 vendors worked diligently 
to help families get connected and feel supported.

“This year, we're hoping the Expo is attended by anyone that has a 
need or a desire to help.” He emphasized, “They don’t need to go to 

our church. Our goal is that our Special Needs Ministry continues 
to build a reputation as a key contact when families need help with 
parenting, family interaction, physical or emotional well-being, or 
disability-related support.

“As advocates for children and adults with special needs, whether 
it’s autism, Downs Syndrome, MS, behavioral challenges or anything 
in between, we want Community of Faith to be their ‘go to’ for 
support and acceptance—the organization that brokers partnerships 
and relationships for families.

“Community of Faith is unique in that we have made a substantial 
investment in personnel, equipment, rooms, volunteers and other 
resources to meet the growing need.

“We recognize that the parenting of a special needs child is 24/7. 
There is no downtime. Not only do we provide opportunities to get 
them connected to resources, but we also offer opportunities to walk 
in friendship with them.

“For example, once a quarter, Cassie facilitates a ‘Special Needs 
Family Night Out.’ She and her team come up with a unique 
event where they create a safe and stimulating atmosphere with fun 
activities, like story time, games, bounce houses, and relationship-
building activities for the children and their siblings.

“Parents can confidently leave and enjoy a few hours of freedom to 
do whatever they want. If they're going to go home and take anap, 
that's great! If they're going to go shopping, out to eat, or to a movie 
they are free to choose.

The Community of Faith 2nd Annual Special Needs Expo will 
take place February 23, 2018, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

"The way it works is families will check in at the lobby and filter 
through the multipurpose room where they will have the opportunity 
to visit with an assortment of vendors, such as therapies, estate 
planning, school districts, transition services, and adaptive sports 
(such as cheerleading and gymnastics).

"Attendees will find a variety of resources for families just starting 
out as well as families entering those adult years. The culmination 
will be speeches from field experts."

In closing, I asked Bradley, "Plain and simple, what is the ultimate 
purpose of the Expo?"

Without missing a beat, he said, "Our goal is for hundreds of 
families living in and around Cypress—members of Community 
of Faith or not—to know they have a friend. We want every family 
living with a special needs child to know that they are not alone, and 
they have someone who will walk with them every step of the way 
in raising their children all the way up to adulthood."
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BASHANS PAINTING  
& HOME REPAIR

• Interior & Exterior Painting • Wallpaper Removal 
• HardiPlank Replacement • Wood Replacement   
• Sheetrock Repair • Interior Carpentry
• Cabinet Painting • Wallpaper Removal &
• Pressure Washing      Texture 
• Fence Repair/Replacement • Garage Floor Epoxy
• Custom Staining • Roofing

   • Gutter Repair & Replacement            • Faux Painting 
   • Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

281-347-6702
 281-731-3383 cell

Commercial/Residential
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

20 Years Experience • References Available

                  BashansPainting@earthlink.net

            u  Fully INSuREd 

10th Anniversary Salute to Our Heroes Gala
On February 3, 2018, the Cy-

Fair Educational Foundation 
(CFEF) will celebrate the 10th 
Anniversary of the Salute to 
Our Heroes Gala at the Omni 
Hotel Houston Westside. 
North Cypress Medical Center 
Hospital is the Missing Man 
Underwriter for this gala 
honoring the brave men and 
women who have served to 

protect our freedom and liberty. The evening includes a Missing 
Man Table and Honors Ceremony to honor our missing loved ones 
[or missing comrades in arms, for veterans].

Station & Ayers Insurance Services & Consulting is the Edward 
Station Memorial Photography Sponsor. Memorial Hermann 
Cypress is a Brigadier General Sponsor. VIP Reception Sponsors 
include ACU of Texas and Houston Methodist, and Hightower 
Electric Company is the Floral Sponsor.

Salvatore “Sal” Giunta, former U.S. Army Staff Sergeant, is the 

evenings guest speaker. Giunta was presented with our nation’s 
highest military decoration—The Medal of Honor—for his heroic 
actions during combat in the Korengal Valley of Afghanistan on 
October 25, 2007. His courage and leadership while under extreme 
enemy fire were integral to his team’s survival and led to his selection 
as the first living recipient of the Medal of Honor since the Vietnam 
War and the eighth service member to receive the nation’s highest 
military decoration for valor in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

CFEF was established in 1970 as a non-profit to raise money to 
fund a scholarship for high school graduates in the area. Over the 
past 47 years, the Foundation has grown tremendously through the 
efforts of the Board of Trustees and the generosity of the Cy-Fair 
Community. The Foundation has awarded over $7.5 million in 
scholarships to 1600 graduating seniors. CFEF is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization, all contributions are tax deductible, as allowed 
by the law.

Sponsorships and tickets are available for Salute to Our Heroes. 
Tickets Must Be Purchased in Advance: $125 individual; $75 veterans

For more information please contact marie@thecfef.org or visit 
our website at www.theCFEF.org. 
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Beacon is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace 
any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association 
or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Beacon contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, 
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, 
under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The 
information in The Beacon is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Setting the pace for  
cardiovascular care in Houston.
At Memorial Hermann, our team of world-renowned, 
affiliated heart physicians is continually developing and 
perfecting innovative surgical options for ailing hearts. From 
performing the first heart catheterization in Texas, to 
developing minimally invasive procedures for correcting 
atrial fibrillation to repairing heart valves without opening up 
the chest, these cutting-edge procedures are less traumatic 
and typically reduce a patient’s pain and recovery time. Learn 
how these innovations are putting Memorial Hermann at the 
forefront of advancing heart health in Houston and helping 
our patients lead a better quality of life.

Learn more about heart care at Memorial Hermann 
Cypress Hospital at heart.memorialhermann.org

PUBLICATION: Lakes of Fairhaven Neighborhood Newsletter     INSERTION: February 2018    MATERIALS DUE:  
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Free 
Community Event!

1st Annual Northwest 
Preschool Preview

Come learn more about NW area preschools. 
Representatives from multiple area preschools 
will be in attendance. This is a free interactive 
event, open to everyone!

Date:        Sunday, April 8, 2018

Location: Cypress Christian School
         11123 Cypress N Houston Rd
         Houston, TX 77065

Time:        1 – 3 p.m.
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Luncheon Details
Thursday, February 22, 2018
Networking 11a.m.; Luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m.
Sterling Country Club
16500 Houston National Blvd.
Houston, TX 77095

Costs $25 with advanced reservations; $30 at the door

 Karen Sharp started her career in systems analysis at Shell Oil and Tenneco Oil E&P where 
she programmed, maintained, and managed the Personnel /HR systems. She later moved into 
information technology marketing and sales in companies including BMC Software and Ansa 
Software, a highly successful tech startup. Karen earned a BS in Applied Science, Systems Analysis 
from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio and an MBA from University of Houston. 

Karen founded her branding solutions business in 1997 in which she provides digital, print, and 
promotional marketing and branding solution to mid-large firms in the private and public sectors. 
Her clients include Harris County Public Health, Harris County Community Health Choice, and 
various oil and gas service firms. She joined Lone Star College as adjunct business faculty in 2007, 
where she taught marketing and business management courses. In 2009, she joined America’s SBDC 
at Lone Star College as a senior business advisor where she provides business advising services to 
businesses in the CyFair, and Northwest Houston areas. Karen developed the Business Success 
Seminar series which offers powerful information seminars at no charge for business owners in 
the CyFair area with the CyFair Houston Chamber and the Harris County Public Library. Karen’s 
specialties are marketing, information technology, supplier diversity, and franchising. 

Making Sense of the 
Numbers
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