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AERATION NOW CAN HELP YOUR SPRING AND
SUMMER lRRlGATlON

In order to prepare your lawn for a healthy spring growing season,
you should employ basic lawn care practices at this time of year, which

includes aerating your yard. It is important that nutrients reach the
soil beneath your grass, and aeration can help you get that done.

Aeration involves making small holes in the soil to allow air, water
and nutrients to get to the grass roots.

This helps the roots grow deeper and produce a stronger, more
vibrant lawn.

Aerating helps alleviate soil compaction. Compacted soils have too
many solid particles in a space, which prevents proper circulation of
air, water and nutrients within the soil. Excess lawn thatch or heavy
organic debris buried under the grass surface can also starve the roots
from these essential elements.

So when is the right time to get this acration done? These next six
to eight weeks leading up to the spring season, when grass begins to
grow again, is a good time to aerate.

The two main aeration tools are the spike aerator and a plug acrator.
The spike acrator poke holes in the ground with a solid piece of metal.
Plug aerators remove a core or plug of grass and soil from the lawn.
Most landscaping companies and horticulturists recommend the
use of the plug aerator. The machines can be rented or you can have
a lawn care service aerate for you. After aerating, it’s always a good
idea to apply about a half-inch of compost over the aerated yard. The
compost fills in the holes left by the plug acrator and brings organic
materials into the root zone.

If you have noticed that your turfgrass isn't looking its best or
that water has difficulty penetrating through the soil surface, it may
be time to aerate your lawn. Lawns with clay soils that get a lot of
foot traflic typically require acration more often as they become
compacted over time. Here’s a great tip to check to see if your yard
needs to be aerated.

Using a shovel, dig a square-foot section of grass about six inches
deep and take a look at it. If the grass roots don't extend further than
two inches deep into the soil, your lawn would benefit from aeration.

If you plan to aerate your own yard, here are a few helpful tips
to get the job done:

*  Before you get started, make sure the soil is moist enough.
There's nothing more frustrating than trying to aerate soil that
is bone dry. Aerating the day after a rain shower or watering
your lawn the day before is advised.

*  Most aeration machines cover only a small percentage of
soil surface per pass, so make multiple passes over the most
compacted areas. Save resources (and your energy) by leaving
unaffected areas alone.

e The soil plugs can be left on the ground after acration and
allowed to decompose. Or, you can rake them into piles to

(Continued on Page 2)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY ..ottt 911
FITC.uiiiiiiiieeie e 911
Ambulance.......c.cooeiiiiiiiiiie 911
Constable ......ccoeviviniiiiiniiieieeeen 281.463.6666
Sheriff - Non-emergency ......c.ccceeeveveeinuercnnnen. 713.221.6000
- Burglary & Theft ...cccoveeviniecinciiniccen 713.967.5770
- Auto Theft oocovieviiiniiinccccccee 281.550.0458
- Homicide/Assault .......ccooeoivieivineinniiinenen. 713.967.5810
- Child ABUSE .....ocvviiiiiiiiccccccccee 713.529.4216
- Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence.................. 713.967.5743
- Runaway Unit «..ccooevieineniiinicicceeee, 713.755.7427
Poison Control......cceuevecereuerinieerineiiinieeennene 800.222.1221
Traffic Light Issues .....cccccociiiiiiniiiiiiine. 713.881.3210
SCHOOLS

Cypress Fairbanks ISD Administration ............ 281.897.4000
Cypress Fairbanks ISD Transportation ............. 281.897.4380
Warner Elementary .......occoeoevieeiiiinciincncncenens 281.213.1650
Smith Middle School .........cccoeveeineiiniinnen. 281.213.1010
Cy-Ranch High School .......c.c.cccconeinniinnnn. 281.373.2300
UTILITIES

CenterPoint Energy......c.cccoeveveviiiniiincncnne. 713.659.2111
En-Touch (Customer Service) .......c.coveeveenen.. 281.225.1000
Reliant Energy.......ccoeveiviiiiniiiniiiicinen, 713.207.2222
Water - Severn Trent.......c.ccovveiiiciiiiiiniiinnnnn. 281.646.2383
Waste Management - Trash ......ccocccooeeinnine. 713.686.6666
OTHER NUMBERS

Animal Control.........ccooeeeennccineecnicinnne. 281.999.3191
Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center.................... 281.890.4285
Harris County Health Department.................. 713.439.6260
Post OffiCE...cveveieveiiieieeniecccreccceee 281.859.9021
Harris County Public Library..........cccccceeeenne. 281.290.3210
Cy-Fair Hospital.......ccoeoerenieinenniiniininicenne. 281.890.4285
North Cypress Medical Center........ccceevvunene. 832.912.3500
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER

Peel, TC. cueeeeeeeeeeeee e 1-888.687.6444
Article Submissions............. cypresscreeklakes@PEELinc.com

Advertising......... advertising@PEELinc.com, 1-888.687.6444

(Continued from Cover)

e throw in the compost bin. However, this isn't necessary as it
should take about two to four weeks for the soil cores to break
down naturally. Sprinkle compost (sand or peat moss can be
used instead of compost) over the lawn to fill in the holes.

e Anaeration myth is that if you apply a pre-emergent herbicide
on your lawn in the spring, aerating your lawn will destroy
the herbicide "barrier.” This is not true — research shows that
aeration will not affect crabgrass control or weed prevention.

After aerating, it's important to continue appropriate lawn care
practices.

Aerating will help you save water over the spring and summer
seasons. Instead of running off or only penetrating a few inches,
water will be better absorbed in an aerated yard. That makes your
entire landscape and your water bill happier.

Did you know...

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, outdoor
water use varies greatly depending upon geographic location. In dry
climates such as that in the Trinity Glen Rose District, a household's
outdoor water use can be as high as 60 percent. Some experts
estimate that as much as 50% of that irrigation water is wasted due
to inefficient watering techniques, wind and evaporation.
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Lawn % Landscape, Inc.
full service landscape company

281-373-0378

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make the Spectator possible.
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales office
at 1-888.687.6444 or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising

deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the issue.

Patios & Walkways

Pavestone * Flagstone * Concrete

Landscape Maintenance

Commercial § Residential

Landscape Services Sprinkler Systems

Design * Installation * Repairs *
Property Coverage * Warranty*
Licensed Irrigation #8587

Design & Installation * Lighting *
Seasonal Flowers * Drainage *
Sod Installation * Rock Borders

e Proudly serving northwest Houston since 1997 we—

| ’ ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
 BBB.

Insured for vour protection.
Jor ] P

horizon-landscape.com
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JUST ADD WATER

I¢’s hard not to think about water. Just how much water are you
using? Is it more or less than your neighbors?

In our community, water usage varies greatly by season. In the
hotter, summer months more people are running their sprinklers
and filling their swimming pools.

Did you know the typical 14 X 28 ft. pool holds 16,000 — 18,00
gallons? Larger pools can hold double that amount. Don’t forget
about that irrigation system. Watering your %2 acre lot four times a
week can use 45,000 gallons a month, or more.

Inside your home, your typical family of four uses 240-320 gallons
per day! According to Texas A&M, the largest water users are the
shower, clothes washer and toilets, accounting for about two-thirds
of the water used in an average household. Toilets use up to 27% of
the household water supply while clothes washers use 20.9% and
showers account for 17.3%. Faucets account for about 15.3% and
leaks account for 13.8% of a family’s water use. Dishwashers, baths,
and other account for the remaining water use. Assuming you have
a new water saving showerhead, a four-minute shower uses about
8 gallons of water; older showerheads run at 5 gallons or more per
minute. Washing machines can use anywhere from 20-57 gallons

FULL UNIFORM &
TROPHY TO ALL!

Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

Sign Up Early & Save $5

* Two Payment Plan Available

* Very Affordable

* Full Uniform & Trophy to All

* Guaranteed Placement Deadline:
MARCH 20

$5 DISCOUNT:
Provide Promo Code “PYF2MG”

Questions: FFPS.org / 281-347-KICK (5425) or
800-828-PLAY (7529). To Sign Up: FFPS.org

Fun - Fair
Positive Soccer

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

* Practices: One per week

* Games: First Game: April 7

* Last Game: May 26

* All 8 games played on Saturdays
locally - 22 locations

per load. Front-loaders tend to use less water and some new high
efficiency machines use not only 40-50% less water but less electricity
too. Do you know how much water your machine uses per load?

Let’s talk about toilets. Older toilets can use 3-7 gallons per flush;
newer models are less than half of that. No matter what the model,
if its leaking, it’s costing you money. A moderate toilet leak will
generally waste 6,000 gallons of water a month — that’s $50-$70
depending on rates! Ifit’s just a flapper or floater that needs replacing,
it will cost you around $3 at your nearest home improvement store.
A simple and quick way to determine if your toilet is leaking is to
insert a couple drops of food coloring into the tank and don’t flush
your toilet for 20-30 minutes. Then, check to see if there is color
in the toilet bowl. If there is, then you have a running toilet leak.
More serious problems should be addressed by a licensed plumber.

Lastly, don’t dismiss that pesky leaking faucet. One faucet leaking
at a very typical rate of 10 drips per minute, is wasting close to a
gallon of water per day. Got a fast drip going? A faucet or showerhead
that drips 60 drips per minute wastes 5 gallons of water a day. That's
2,082 gallons per year.

No one wants to be seen as the neighbor who wastes water,
especially when your water provider may issue voluntary and/or

(Continued on Page 4)

BASHANS PAINTING
& HOME REPAIR

¢ Interior & Exterior Painting ¢ Wallpaper Removal

¢ HardiPlank Replacement *Wood Replacement

¢ Sheetrock Repair * Interior Carpentry

¢ Cabinet Painting ¢ Wallpaper Removal &
© Pressure Washing Texture

¢ Fence Repair/Replacement * Garage Floor Epoxy

¢ Custom Staining * Roofing

¢ Gutter Repair & Replacement ¢ Faux Painting

¢ Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

20 Years Experience * References Available

Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

BashansPainting@earthlink.net

¢ FULLY INSURED

281-347-6702 2
281-731-3383 cell |

HARDIFLANK®
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TACOS FOR TOTS

Submitted by Juan Lozano

Fairfield's Juan & Yadira Lozano Family will be hosting
their 4th annual World Down Syndrome Awareness Day
at their restaurant Tacoland. Free face painting and balloon
artist will be at Tacoland 3pm-4pm. Free meal all day to any
down syndrome friend, and 20% discount for their families.
Any kid that come wearing silly socks get a free toy and a free
taco, adults wearing silly socks get a free taco.

Tacos for Tots
22224 NW Freeway
Cypress TX 77429

NOW OPEN

in front of Fairfield nextto Academy

poolwerx

for healthy pool people

FULL SERVICE POOL & SUPPLY STORE

- Weekly Maintenance - Filter Cleaning
- Repairs - Green to Clean

- Calcium Removal - Fully Insured

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

346-218-7496

2
BBB
=

(Continued from Page 3)

mandatory rules about water usage during the upcoming summer
months. It’s always nice to be as eco-friendly as possible, and
understanding your water usage often results in savings on your
home water bills.

For more information:

*  hueps://water.tamu.edu/save-water-at-home/ (TAMU Water
Education Network)

*  https://water.usgs.gov/edu/activity-drip.heml (Faucet drip
calculator)

*  heep://www.severntrentservices.com/uploads/how%20
much%20water%20does%20my%20irrigation%20
system%20use.pdf (irrigation system usage)

e

/

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS

* Panel Upgrades

* Home Inspections

* TV Install/Mounting

* Troubleshooting

* Remodeling

* Landscaping Lighting
* Home Generators

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ~ 24-7 SERVICE
LICENSED & INSURED

 Take $25.00 Off Your |

Next Service Call

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
afa www.WiredES.com

By
TECL 22809 Master 100394

HORE

4 Spectator - March 2018

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.



SPECTATOR

SAT. APRIL 7, 2018
7AM - 11 AM 1

Windwood Presbyterian Churel
10555 Spring Cypress Rd.
Houston, TX 77070
T
Registration and Fundraising at: g
shieldbearer.org/5K
$25 Adults (14 & up)
%10 Children (13 & under)

! Join Shield Bearer for the the 3rd Annual Running for Hearts 5K Family
Join us. i support of survivors of trauma including Fun Run and Walk on April 7, 2018 at Windwood Church. Enjoy a fun
Hurricane Harvey, hurman trafficking, domestic violence, war, and crime. famlly morning and help local families affected by the trauma of Hurricane

b ei bty #¢  Harvey, human trafficking, crime, war, domestic violence, and more.
s Registration is open now at shieldbearer.org/5K.

SILVERLINE
MONTESSORI

We offer the highest quality Montessori education experience
and are committed to the emotional, social, and educational
growth of our children.

+ Engaging Montessori approach
+ Degreed and highly qualified, Montessori certified teachers i
+ Carefully prepared, secure indoor and outdoor environments
+ Healthy and individualized, daily chef-prepared meals _
+ Enrichment through STEM, Language Immersion, Music, Art and Yoga classes - : =
* Infant through 3rd Grade .

Schedule Towne Lake Cypress
NOW ENROLLING FOR ALL PROGRAMS your tour 18434 Cypress North Houston Road
at our new location in Towne Lake Cypress! CLE Cypress, Texas 77433
(281) 373-1200

silverlinemontessori.com

Silverline Montessori is accredited by the National Independent Private Schools Association (NIPSA) and AdvancED (SACS CASI), and i with the A i i Society (AMS)
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The Spectator is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the
Spectator contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns,
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Spectator is exclusively for the
private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

" DID YOU SAY

FREE!

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS
PROVIDED 100% FREE OF CHARGE

and is made possible by the
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their
advertisement. While there,
be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.PEELinc.com

PEEL, INC.

community newsletters

Register for Local Senate
District Democratic Convention

The 2018 Senate District 17 (Harris County) and Senate District
7 Democratic Convention will be held on Saturday, March 24th
at Northbrook High School (Spring Branch ISD), located at 1
Raider Circle South, Houston TX, 77080. (Senate District 17
and Senate District 7 will be holding a joint convention).

Registration/Check-in starts at 8:00 am with a Call-to-Order
at 9:00 am. The Convention is expected to adjourn at 3:00 pm.
The Convention is free and open to ALL Democrats but it is
important that you pre-register for the convention. To register,
visit TexasDemocraticConvention.com.

The Senate District Conventions are held every two years in
preparation for the Texas Democratic Convention (to be held
June 21-23 in Fort Worth). The purpose of the Senate District
Convention will be to: Select delegates to the State Convention;
Pass Resolutions that will be forwarded to the State Convention
for possible inclusion in the Party Platform; Meet your fellow
Democratic activists in your precinct and neighborhood; Hear
from Democratic candidates and elected officials.

Katie Tagliavia
ktagliavia@peelinc.com
617.642.5076

PEEL, INC.

community newsletters
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ATTENTION KIDS: SEND US YOUR MASTERPIECE!

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us af:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club
308 Meadowlark St. Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facelbook Page - Facebook.com/Peelinc.

Be sure to include the following so we can let you know!

Name (irst name, last initial).; Age:

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc. Spectator - March 2018 7



PEEL, INC. SRS,
308 Meadowlark St. South
Lakeway, TX 78734 PAID

PEEL, INC.

CCL

LET US HELP YOU
GROW YOUR NEXT

BIG
IDEA

PEEL, INC.

printing & publishing

CoNTACT Us Topay!

512.263.9181

Or VisIT

PEELINC.COM
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