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LIFE
MANAGER'S CORNER

You know we have rules and guidelines to preserve the appearance 
of the community, protect the value of your individual homes, and 
make our neighborhood more harmonious for all. What you may 
not know is that in some rare instances, the Association will make 
an exception or grant a variance to the rules and regulations. 

As a property owner, you have the right to request a variance or 
appeal a decision. You begin the process by submitting a written 
appeal or hearing request. If an appeal request is submitted, it is 
included for review by the Board in one of the next two scheduled 
meetings and you will receive a written response letting you know 
what the decision was and what action is required on your part, if 
any. Some owners feel more comfortable making their request directly 
to the Board in form of a hearing. A hearing must be requested in 
writing and you will be provided with written confirmation of the 
date, time and location of the hearing which is usually conducted 
in the Executive Session portion of an upcoming Board meeting. 
A hearing provides an owner with the opportunity to explain their 
specific circumstance and allows the Board to ask questions related 
to the request. 

If an owner asks the Board to waive a rule, they consider the 
individual circumstances, the impact to fellow owners, whether a 
precedent is being set and how the waiver will be documented. The 
Board will carefully review the request, the governing documents, 
applicable ordinances and laws, and whether there’s any flexibility 
possible. 

Variances and exceptions are not decisions the Board takes lightly. 
There’s a fine line between upholding the rules and being flexible as 
times change and individual issues arise. The Association has to be 
very careful about granting waivers so that they don’t set off a domino 
effect. Some things, like assessments, will never be up for negotiation. 

In general though, we understand the need to be flexible when 
special circumstances warrant. Summerwood is a living, breathing, 
changing community, and issues aren’t always black and white. If you 
have recommendations on matters you think the Association should 
change, submit your recommendation to our office to be considered 
by the Board or attend a Board meeting. We’ll let you know whether 
it’s something we’ll consider. 

 

Come to Summerwood’s annual 

spring fling 
celebration 
Where:  Club Summerwood - 16136 Hunters Lake Way 

When:  Saturday, March 24, 2018 

Time:  10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Meet the Easter Bunny 

Balloon Art and Crafts 

Inflatables and Trackless Train 

Food Vendors, Petting Zoo and much more! 

 

More details are available at www.summerwoodlife.com. 
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MANAGEMENT COMPANY
CIA Services  .................................................. 281-852-1700
  ...........................................customercare@ciaservices.com
8811 FM 1960 Bypass Road Suite 200, Humble, Texas 77338

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Emergency Situations ......................................................911
Constable - Precinct 3 .................................... 281-427-4791
Houston Fire Station #105 ....14014 W. Lake Houston Pkwy
  .......................................................Houston, Texas 77044
South Lake Houston EMS (Dispatch) ............ 281-459-1277
Dead Animal Pick-Up (Precinct 1) ................. 281-820-5151
Animal Control .............................................. 281-999-3191
 After Hours ................................................. 281-221-5000

UTILITY SERVICE NUMBERS
Public Utility Commission Consumer Hotline .. 888-782-8477
Entouch Systems ............................................ 281-225-1000
 (Telephone, Cable, Alarm Monitoring)
AT&T ............................................................ 800-288-2020
CenterPoint .................................................... 713-659-2111
Reliant Energy ................................................ 713-207-7777
MMIA (Water District Operator)................... 281-651-1618
Garbage Pick-Up 
 MUD 342 & 344 (Republic Waste) ............ 281-446-2030 
 MUD 361 (Wast Management) ...............1-800-800-5804

SCHOOLS
Summerwood Elementary .............................. 281-641-3000
Lakeshore Elementary .................................... 281-641-3500
Post Office ...................................................... 713-695-2690
4206 Little York, Houston, TX 77078

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

SUMMERWOOD ONSITE 
MGMT OFFICE

The Onsite Management Office is located inside Resident Club 
Central at 14111 Summerwood Lakes Drive.

 Office Hours 
Wednesday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday 10 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Office phone: 281-225-2786 

If you require assistance, please contact Jennifer Northington 
at 281-852-1700 or at customercare@ciaservices.com.

NEWSLETTER INFO

EDITOR
  Article Submissions ....summerwoodnewsletter@gmail.com
PUBLISHER
 Peel, Inc. ..............................................www.PEELinc.com
 Advertising.......advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN CONSULTATION • 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 

PATIO COVERS | PERGOLAS | CARPORTS | PORTE COCHÈRES 
OUTDOOR KITCHENS | DECORATIVE OUTDOOR FLOORING

www.custompatiostructures.com832.570.3990

C U S T O M   PAT I O   S T R U C T U R E S
Committed to Qualty, Value & Service
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14681 WEST LAKE HOUSTON PARKWAY, HOUSTON, TX 77044
 OPEN HOUSE TOURS STARTING SOON

Receive FREE registration 
when you enroll. Valid only 
with this coupon. Spaces 
are limited, call today to 
reserve your spot!

CALL (832) 955-5111

AGES: 6 WEEKS - 12 YEARS

EMAIL: INFO@IVYKIDSSUMMERLAKERANCH.COM
WWW.IVYKIDSSUMMERLAKERANCH.COM

NOW ENROLLING!

FACEBOOK/IVYKIDSSUMMERLAKERANCH
Call to find out more and schedule a tour. 

IVY KIDS AT SUMMER LAKE RANCH

Leading Early Childhood Development & Educational Childcare.                -  INFANTS - PRESCHOOL - TODDLERS - PRE-K - BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE -                   Call to pre-register today!

 OPENING IN MARCH! 

FREE REGISTRATION 
WORTH $200

  Bring Coupon!

From Your Home Owners Association Board of Directors

RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System 
Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. Fully 
Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

TELECOMMUTE APPOINTMENT SETTER: 21 
year old virtual call center with A+ BBB rating seeking 
outbound B2B appointment setters. Earn $12-$35/hr. 
Modern home office and B2B experience required. Apply 
at www.telereachjobs.com. At last, a real daytime job from 
home!
ROYAL LAWN CARE: Text or Call 504-494-3108. 
Operating in North Houston. 3rd cut 50% off - Most Yards 
$39.99. Secure Credit Card Pay via cellphone or email. 
Operating in North Houston. “Caring For Lawns Like Our 
Own.“ Texas Owned! 

Our community is more than just a neighborhood. In many ways, 
it’s a lot like a business. Collectively, our regular annual assessments 
amount to tens of thousands of dollars that need to be budgeted 
carefully and spent wisely. And our neighbors who have volunteered 
and been elected to serve on the association’s board are responsible for 
making critical decisions on your behalf in managing the community 
and your money.

Our board also develops long-range plans—like when the pool will 
need to be resurfaced and when the roofs will need to be replaced—
about the parts of the community that are shared property. The 
board must set aside funds so that these kinds of projects can be 
accomplished on schedule or even ahead of schedule in the event 
there’s an unexpected breakdown.

The board also sends out requests for bids and contracts with 
vendors to do the work necessary to maintain our shared amenities. 
Board members decide who will do the best job of replacing the roof 
at the best price or who will be the most reliable company to hire to 
mow the grass and remove dead tree limbs.

The board’s decisions can have a significant impact on the 
community’s appearance and, consequently, on our property 
values. Regardless of our professional manager, the board ultimately 

is responsible for overseeing association operations. Be sure to 
communicate with the board regularly, observe board meetings, and 
attend annual meetings to elect responsible board members and to 
participate in the conversations about significant community issues.
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12954 Beaumont Hwy 90 (Old 90)   Houston, TX  77049
Only 10 minutes from Summerwood. Left on Beltway 8 to Tidwell Exit

Great Prices  * Fast Service 

and Quality Work 281.459.1917
BTSCUSTOMS.NET

Your one Stop truck Shop Since 1986

Upgrade your 
ride today!

Owner: Rusty Montgomery

Spring Festival 
March 24

Spring Garage Sale 
April 28

Casino Night 
May 5

Independence Day Parade 
July 4

Back-to-School Splash Day and School-Supply Drive 
August 11

National Night Out
October 2

Fall Festival 
October 27

Fall Garage Sale 
November 3

Youth Fishing Tournament 
November 10

Summerwood 2018 Events Winter Festival 
December 1

Be sure to check Summerwoodife.com for more on the 2018 events. 
Dates subject to change.

SUMMERWOOD CRIME WATCH 
COMMITTEE MEETS MARCH 13
If you are a Summerwood resident and attend crime watch 

meetings you can consider yourself a member of the crime watch 
committee. There is no membership fee or enrollment process or 
responsibility to perform a task. The meetings are informative and 
brief. The committee meets at the central clubhouse at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month and most likely you will be home 
by 8:00 p.m. 

Are you interested in finding out what crimes are currently 
occurring in the area? Would you like to meet your Precinct 3 
Constable contract deputies and the HPD officers that patrol 
Summerwood and hear their monthly reports? Could you benefit 
from hearing about simple and effective ways to protect your personal 
self and your personal property? 

Come and check us out on Tuesday, March 13! First time attendees 
will receive gift.
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CALL TODAY FOR A TOUR!
Primrose School at Lakeshore
16460 W. Lake Houston Parkway | Houston, TX 77044
281.454.5000 | PrimroseLakeshore.com

Primrose School at Summerwood
14002 W. Lake Houston Pkwy | Summerwood, TX 77044
281.454.6000 | PrimroseSummerwood.com
 

FACT:

Social and emotional 
intelligence may be the 
most important determinant 
of a child’s future success.

BALANCED LEARNING® WAY:

Being school-ready is just 
the beginning.

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and Balanced Learning®  
are registered trademarks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2017 Primrose School Franchising Company.  
All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.

(Continued on Page 6)

Lakeside UMC Youth Volunteering in Texas Communities
Every summer, 

Lakeside United 
M e t h o d i s t 
Church sends 
h i g h  s c h o o l 
students from 
o u r  R e f u e l 
Youth Group 
to  vo lun t e e r 
i n  T e x a s 
communities on 
a mission trip 
c a l l e d  U . M . 
ARMY (United 

Methodist: Action Reach-Out Mission by Youth). Participants 
combine their strengths and resources to meet home repair and 
maintenance needs for low income, elderly, and disabled homeowners 
who are physically or financially unable to make needed repairs 
themselves.

Last year, we partnered with other Methodist churches from around 
the Houston area and went to Bay City, Texas. We left on the first 

Sunday after school was out for the summer. The camp was 5 days 
long and we returned home the following Saturday. 

We helped a number of families by building wheel chair ramps, 
making minor home repairs and painting. It was truly inspiring to 
see high school students work in the rain and mud, learning to build 
ramps and fix homes. Each volunteer group is led by an adult with 
building or home repair experience, so the family knows the work 
was done right.

What inspired me the most was the heart of service our kids 
displayed. They didn’t have to be there. They could have stayed 
home to enjoy the first week of summer vacation with friends, or 
just relaxing. But these kids signed up to work hard and help those 
who needed help the most. On Client Night we invite all the families 
whose homes we repaired to eat dinner and worship with us. During 
the time when clients say something to the group, one gentleman 
stood up and described the kids as “Answered Prayers”. His wife was 
living in a nursing home because their home wasn’t equipped with 
a wheel chair ramp, but she could now return home because of the 
ramp the kids built that week. I will never forget that statement.

Not only do these kids sign-up to work hard for a week, but they 
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pay for the privilege to do so. Each volunteer, youth or adult, pays 
$250 to go on the mission trip. The money is used primarily to buy 
the wood and supplies for each project and for the supplies to feed 
them. And believe me, eighty high school kids can eat a LOT of food!

On March 25, Lakeside UMC’s Refuel Youth Group is holding a 
BBQ Plate fundraiser to help pay for the kids to go on the mission 
trip this summer. We will be serving in Athens, Texas for another 
week of hard work, fellowship, and fun. As the Youth Director at 
Lakeside UMC, it is my goal to raise enough money to completely 
cover the costs for each kid and adult volunteer so they don’t have 
to worry about the financial commitment it takes to serve on this 
mission trip. We are selling each plate of BBQ (with smoked brisket, 
sausage, potato casserole, and beans) for $10. For planning purposes, 
we are selling BBQ Plate tickets in advance that you can pick up 
from the church or you can email me at brian@thelakesideumc.
org to buy tickets or for more information about our Refuel Youth 
Group. Please consider supporting our kids as they go on mission 
once again to help those who need help. Not only will you be helping 
send these kids on a great mission trip, you will also get a fantastic 
plate of BBQ!

Brian Harding
Lakeside UMC, Refuel Youth Director

(Continued from Page 5)

• Electronic Door Lock 

• Individual Unit Alarm 

• $2,000 Insurance Included 

• Unique Access Code

• Freight Elevator

• 24/7 Surveilllance Cameras

• All Climate Control 

• Access Daily 6AM to 10PM

• Summerwood Family

   Owned & Operated

Pay 1st Month
GET

2nd Month

FREE
EXPIRES 4-30-2018

WITH THIS COUPONwww.sierraranchstorage.com

NEED SPACE?
281-783-9497 8720 Sierra Ranch Dr.

Houston, TX 77044
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Setting the pace for cardiovascular care in Greater Houston.
At Memorial Hermann, our team of world-renowned, affiliated heart physicians provides innovative

cardiovascular care – from revolutionary new medications, to minimally invasive procedures for

correcting atrial fibrillation or repairing heart valves to innovations in heart and lung transplants.

These cutting-edge solutions are less traumatic and aim to reduce a patient’s pain and recovery time.

Our innovations are putting Memorial Hermann at the forefront of advancing heart health in

Greater Houston and helping our patients lead a better quality of life.

Learn more about heart care at
Memorial Hermann Northeast Hospital
at heart.memorialhermann.org

PUBLICATION:
Newsletters - 
1. Eagle Springs 
    Neighborhood
2. Summerwood 
INSERTION:
March 2018
MATERIALS DUE:
02.05.18
LATITUDE 
JOB NUMBER:  
MHH-2018
Advertising-February 
CLIENT: 
Memorial Hermann
JOB NAME: 
BOE- Heart 
Northeast Ad
LIVE:  
N/A  
SIZE: 
7.5” x 9.75”
BLEED:  
N/A
COLORS: 
4cp/0; 150ls; 
GRACOL  
FORMAT: 
Press Ready PDF X 
TRG Link to Pub.    
QUESTIONS CALL: 
Pat Hartman 
@ 214-696-7913

Heart Northeast_Newsletters_7.5x9.75 C.indd   1 2/5/18   8:59 PM
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Ready to Serve your Storage Needs

17980 West Lake Houston Parkway
Humble, TX 77346

Storage West

3535SE
RVING OVER

• Resident Managers
• Free Move-In-Truck
• Air Conditioned Units
• Individually Alarmed Units
• Fire Sprinklers
• Over 50 Security Cameras On-Site

www.StorageWest.com

Call Us Toll Free

833-232-7434

2nd Month Free
with this coupon

Must present coupon to receive discount
Valid on Select Units Only

Not valid with any other offer. Expires June 30th, 2018

2nd Month Free

Summerwood_TX_75x975_Ad_Color_June2018_7434.pdf   1   1/9/2018   9:40:44 AM
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FREE?
DID YOU SAY

www.PEELinc.com

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS
PROVIDED 100% FREE OF CHARGE 
and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

SPRINGTIME IS HERE! The weather is awesome and spring is 
in the air. So it must be Carnival time. We are still taking donations 
for our silent auction. Nothing is too small. Donations can be in 
the form of gift cards, merchandise and/or vouchers. Your marketing 
materials will be placed along with your donation as advertising to 
all carnival attendees. Also if you have High School students that 
need volunteer hours, contact us. They can help set up and work the 
carnival, lunch included! See you there. MARCH 24!

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 1st-Which Wich Spirit Night
March 5th-First PTO Meeting of 2018!
March 12th-16th-Spring Break
March 15th-Papa John’s Pizza Spirit Night
March 24th-Spring Carnival, Noon-4pm
April 20th-5th Grade Manners Banquet
May 18th-Sock Hop

Please follow us on Facebook and Twitter for the most up to date 
news: www.facebook.com/LSEPTO  and  @LSE_PTO

You can also contact the Executive Board directly:
President: Shanavia Portis - lakeshore.ptopresident@gmail.com
1st Vice President: Heather Shanks - heather.shanks@gmail.com
2nd Vice President: Shannon Sorenson - 
drewbiesmom04@yahoo.com 
Special Events Volunteer Director: Nikki Brown- 
nikkinbrown@gmail.com
Spirit Shop Coordinators: Michelle Mills - 
millsmichelle84@yahoo.com and Luci Zaragoza -
lucina.zaragoza@humbleisd.net
Special Events Coordinator: Maevelynn Edwards- maevelynn.

edwards@gmail.com
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With the new year upon us and pool season right around the 
corner, the pool committee has been busy over the last few months. 
For starters, we have completed several behind the scenes projects. 
We have done everything from updating equipment to bring them in 
compliance with new code requirements to checking the fire alarms 
and fire extinguishers. 

In addition to items not seen by most, the pool committee has 
either completed or received approval from the HOA on several 
other projects. We fenced in the electrical panel at the splashpad, 
fenced underneath the slide at east, and added new safety grips on 
the big feature at east. As usual, we also replaced several pieces of 
worn out furniture and tables with new ones. However, our big 
off-season project is still ongoing as we are in the process of giving 
Central a makeover. We are re-plastering both the main pool as well 
as the kiddie pool. In addition, we are adding new coping, tiles, and 
lighting to the pool. Also, all water features and shade structures are 
getting a fresh coat of paint. Finally, we are updating the landscaping 
around central to make it more visually pleasing to us and (hopefully) 
less appealing to the ducks! We are sure you will notice the changes.

Finally, we also want to remind everyone that 2018 pool wristbands 
are in. You may pick up your wristbands at the CIA Services office 

Summerwood Pool Committee 
at Central (open Wednesdays from 10am-6pm or Saturdays from 
10am-3:30pm) or from their main office on 1960 (open weekdays 
from 8am-6pm). You will need to provide proof of residency and 
only homeowners who are current on their dues will be allowed 
to receive their wristbands. Your Summerwood Pool Committee 
hopes you enjoyed your winter and are ready for a GREAT 2018 
pool season. The Pool Committee is here to serve you and we truly 
appreciate observations, suggestions, and feedback. Our email address 
is swpool.committee@gmail.com. In addition, we usually meet the 
3rd Wednesday of every month at noon in the Central clubhouse. 
Summerwood residents are ALWAYS welcome.
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LAKE HOUSTON LADIES CLUB
Lake Houston Ladies Club will have their meeting and luncheon 

on Tuesday, March 20, 2018, beginning at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Walden Country Club, 18100 Walden Forest, Humble TX 77346. 

Our speaker will be Trudy Chuoke LeSage. Trudy continues in 
her father, Johnnie Chuoke Jr.’s footsteps, and writes “The Happy 
Handy Man” newspaper articles. This year she updated “The Best 
of Johnnie Chuoke” Vol 11. This update includes an index, new 
products, and ideas from the last three years. She will answer 
questions, offer product suggestions, give tips for those hard-to-
solve jobs and provide Do-It-Yourself advice. 

Lake Houston Ladies Club is a social organization that welcomes 
new members from all surrounding areas. Several Interest groups 
are available which include: Reader’s Choice, Bridge, Bunco, Lunch 
N’Look, Tea Time, Movie Group, Supper Club, Mah Jongg, and 
Girl’s Night Out. 

Please join us. New members are always welcome. For more 
information about the club and for luncheon reservations go to 
the club web page at http://www.lakehoustonladiesclub.com or call 
Linda at 832-379-3009 by Wednesday, March 14th. 
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16333 Mueschke Rd • Cypress TX 77433
boatmancarpetone.com

since 1933

Easy. Beautiful. Done.

floors made easy

FREE CONSULTATION

Freeze-recovery Rules 2018
Prompted by the prolonged cold that ushered in 2018, here are 

Randy Lemmon's long-standing rules for dealing with landscapes 
in the aftermath of a freeze.  

1. If it's crispy and brown, cut it back to green wood. Hibiscus, 
lantana, hamelia and other perennials are great examples.  Or, 
you can just leave crispy and brown freeze-damaged plants 
alone until you feel certain no more freezing weather is ahead.  
If you do cut back damaged plants to green wood, promise 
that you will super-protect them if we get surprised by another 
forecast freeze. There are two reasons:  a. The fresh cut will 
act like a straw, pulling freezing temperatures directly into 
the plant. And that can totally kill a perennial that otherwise 
could handle such weather.  b. If you cut back, and temperate 
weather prompts new growth, the new parts will be highly 
susceptible to damage from any future freezing weather.

2. If you cut a brown and crispy plant to the ground and see no 
sign of green, but the root system seems to be firmly locked 
in, consider leaving it alone to see if it comes back. (Be sure 
to protect what’s left during any future freeze.) If the root 
system moves around easily — like a car's stick-shift — it's 
dead. You can remove the whole thing. 

3. If it's mushy, gushy or gooey, get rid of it! Cut it out, remove 
it - do whatever it takes to get the nasty stuff out of there.  If 
you cut all the mushy, gushy, gooey parts away from tropicals 
like bananas or split-leaf philodendrons, you’ll likely be left 
with just a tiny bit of green material near the ground.  Protect 
it from future freezes that can kill root system. But you really 
need to get the mushy stuff out, because it could harbor fungal 
diseases that will be pulled into the plant.

4. If a palm frond (those of queen palms are good examples) is 
drooping over, cut it out or back. If a palm frond is standing 
up, leave it alone. After the January 2010 freeze, we had to 
wait months before we knew if some palms were coming back.  
The only true way to determine if a palm is dead is to examine 
the inside of the crown, where new growth emerges.  But most 
of us don’t have the tree company equipment or ladders tall 
enough to do such visual observations.  A racquetball buddy 
who was worried about his queen palms sent me a picture 
saying he thought they looked fine to him.  I told him that 
I didn’t want to rain on his parade, but he might not know 
the full extent of some palm damage for another 30-45 days.

(Continued on Page 14)
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To schedule an appointment or check in online, visit
memorialhermann.org/ccc or call 713.222.CARE.

For primary care, a 24-hour ER, physical therapy, advanced imaging and diagnostic lab with 
no appointment needed, turn to your local Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center. It’s 
convenience without compromise – all from one of Houston’s most trusted health networks.

Located at Beltway 8 and West Lake Houston Parkway
in front of Summer Creek High School.

Everything you need. Right in your neighborhood.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Summerwood Life's contents, 
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or 
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Summerwood Life is 
exclusively for the private use of the Summerwood HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any 
facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes 
no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely 
that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for 
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the 
actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental 
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or 
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a 
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

5. On palms small enough to get to the fronds (a dwarf pygmy 
date palm is a good example), pull on those in the interior to 
see if they stay attached. If they easily slide out, the plant is 
dead. If they hold tight, the plant may still be alive, but you 
will have to wait and see.  And if you removed some fronds/
leaves, but you think the palm may still be alive, remember 
to protect the open slots during any future freeze. Otherwise, 
dangerous cold will be drawn into the plant through those 
open areas.

6. If you feel confident that we’ll get no more hard freezes 
through mid-February, it's time to scalp the yard. Essentially, 
you'll try to vacuum up any dead grass so live roots are open 
to the air, sunshine, water and fertilizer. This year, we have the 
first true need to scalp lawns since February 2011.  That was 
the last time we had a freeze that actually impacted typical 
lawns here.  And, as you might suspect, another hard freeze 
could actually kill a scalped St. Augustine lawn.  So, don’t do 
it until at least Feb. 15, unless you are really confident there’s 
no more chance for a hard freeze.  

7. If you think your St. Augustine lawn has a lot of thatch built 
up, don't mechanically de-thatch - scalp instead. There are 
products - essentially anything containing humus or humates 
- that will help break down the thatch.

*You can tune in to Randy Lemmon and the GardenLine radio 
program on Newsradio 740 KTRH each weekend to learn more 
about recovering from extreme weather and succeeding with all types 
of gardening along the Gulf Coast.

(Continued from Page 12)
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FERTILIZE - four times a year for southern grasses including 
St. Augustine, Bermuda and Zoysia 

Late February-Early March - apply a simple 15-5-10 for an early 
green-up. Most companies that make slow-release fertilizers also make 
a non slow-release 15-5-10 that provides for a quick two-week green 
up before we get to the heart of the fertilizer schedule.

WARNING: Some people will be tempted to use a weed-and-feed 
at this time, but if you've been following the GardenLine herbicide 
schedule, there should never be a need. However, spot weed-and-feed 
treatments are recommended for those with turf-only landscapes or 
landscapes that have been established for many years. Most weed-and-
feeds contain Atrizine which burns roots of young trees and shrubs. 

Late March-Early April - apply slow-release 3-1-2 ratio fertilizers. 

Recommended formulations are 19-4-10 Nitro Phos Super Turff, 
18-4-6 Fertilome Southwest Greenmaker, 18-0-6 Fertilome's Zero 
Phosphate Formula, 15-5-10 Southwest Fertilizer Premium Gold, 
and 20-0-10 Bonide Premium Lawn Food

Late June-Early July - apply slow-release 3-1-2 ratio fertilizers. 

(recommended formulations 19-5-9, 19-4-10, 18-4-6, 15-5-10.) 

October-November - apply winterizer formulas for winter 
hardiness. Ratios vary, but make sure they are "winter" or "fall" 
formulas designed for southern grasses. 

(examples: 18-6-12, 8-12-16, 10-5-14) Will make lawns winter-
hardy. 

June-September - if turfgrass looks yellow (chlorosis) or necrotic, 
use an application of either granular or liquid iron. Once a year 
should be enough. 

FUNGICIDE - two times a year:

July-September - Gray Leaf Spot is a blotchy spot on the grass 
blade leafs. (mostly on St. Augustine lawns) Use fungicides with 
active ingredients like Daconil, Consan or Banner. 

September-October - To control the dreaded Brownpatch fungal 
disease (symmetrical brown circles in the grass) you must prevent 
it from coming up with a systemic lawn fungicide with Bayleton, 
Terrachlor, Banner or Benomyl. 

HERBICIDE - three times a year:

(Pre-Emergent controls to prevent weeds) 

Late October-Early November - Use two (2) different pre-emergent 
herbicides, to prevent the weeds that we experience in February and 
March. First is a pre-emergent with Portrait or Gallery for broadleaf 
weeds like clover. Second, use a pre-emergent with Amaze, Betasan, 
Balan or Treflan for grassy weeds like poa anna or annual bluegrass. 
There is also Barricade, Dimension or Pendimethlin as a 2-in-1 
control. 

February-March - Use the pre-emergent controls for grassy weeds 

Lawn Fertilization Schedule
again, to prevent such weeds as Crabgrass, Goosegrass and Dallisgrass 
from popping up late in the spring and summer. Again, use the grassy 
pre-emergent like Amaze, Betasan, Balan or Treflan. There is also 
Barricade, Dimension or Pendimethlin as a 2-in-1 control. 

May-Early June - One more application of a grassy pre-emergent 
like Amaze, Betasan, Balan, or Treflan will keep fall weeds from 
invading from August on. There is also Barricade, Dimension-based 
or Pendimethlin as a 2-in-1 control. 

INSECTICIDES

It is the belief on GardenLine, as a way to be kind to the 
environment, that you do not put down insecticides unless you 
know you have a problem. However, be prepared during the hot 
summer months — July through September — to attack chinch 
bug damage. This will show up as irregular shaped spots in the 
lawn along the concrete. Any liquid insecticide, like Permethrin 
or Cypermethrin, will treat the spot well. Then apply a granular 

insecticide like Deltamethrin or granular Permethrin in a 
broadcast applicator throughout the rest of the yard. 

Compliments of Randy Lemmon at GardenLine 713-212-KTRH 
(5874)
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20665 W Lake Houston Parkway

Humble, TX 77346

Your 
Neighborhood 

Realtors

If you know of someone who 
would appreciate the level

of service my Team  provides, 
please call me with their name 

and business number.
I’ll be happy to follow up and 

take great care of them.

Tracy Montgomery
Cell: 713.825.5905

Sandy Brabham
Cell: 713.503.8110

Lisa Hughes
Cell: 281.323.5894

Melissa Nelson 
Cell: 832.527.4989

Spring Break Activities around Houston!
Visit Discovery Green - The park includes a lake, bandstands and venues for public performances, 
two dog runs, a children’s area and multiple recreational areas for tons of family fun!

Take a day trip to the Kemah Boardwalk - The Kemah Boardwalk is home to fabulous waterfront 
restaurants, amusements, charming retail stores, festivals and seaside shows every day.

Indulge in the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston - Museum members receive free general admission 
every day, and Family-level memberships include the children in the household. Children 12 and 
younger are always admitted free, and on weekends all children receive free general admission 
when they show their card from any Texas public library.

Buffalo Bayou Park - If your family has been itching to get out and enjoy the beautiful Houston 
air, you’ll want to head to Buffalo Bayou Park during spring break. Some highlights include bike 
and paddle craft rental, walking tour, a food truck round-up, and kayaking.


