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BOARD MESSAGE
In the midst of your energetic and much needed spring cleaning/

yard work, please note that it’s too early to be trimming oaks. Unless 
you have a real emergency, such as a broken or damaged limb, please 
wait until the end of June and help safeguard our neighborhood 
from oak wilt. We don’t want to deter you permanently from this 
important maintenance work for your trees – just please wait until 
the end of June and make sure whoever does your tree maintenance 
sprays all cuts and cleans their equipment between jobs so they do 
not bring this terrible disease to your trees. 

On a related issue, please do not throw, toss, or blow yard debris 
into the streets or common areas. Our common area isn’t a private 
dumping ground. Brown bag it and let the City take it away for free 
every Friday. This type of trash is exactly what a portion of your dues 
is being spent to clear and haul away in our efforts to decrease the 
chances of wildfire. If you have a lawn service, make sure they know 
this so you don’t get a bill for their careless littering. Your cooperation 
is greatly appreciated. 

Again – please remember that trash containers should not be 
placed at the curb, or be otherwise visible, until the evening before 
the pick-up day (Thursday for us) and should be removed and back 
out of sight the next night (Friday night). If you can’t get them in 
your garage, you need to find an alternative location on your property 
that is not visible from the street. Bushes can be a helpful screen. If 
you and your nearby neighbors (who might be able to see them) are 
okay with where you each stash them, then that’s okay with us. If you 
are going to be out of town for a long weekend and need to set them 
out before you leave, please ask a neighbor to move them up close 
to your house. And thank you to the vast majority of homeowners 
who make the effort to do this. Along those lines, save yourself the 
work of hauling your blue recycling containers out and back on days 
there is no pick-up. Remember that blue trash goes out every other 
week. Check the City’s website or our community website’s Home 
page (courtyardhoa.org) for dates each month – Fridays, April 6 & 
20 this month. 

Tuesday, May 1, 2018
1 p.m. 5612 N. Scout Island Circle

 Join the Courtyard Book Club in May as we discuss The Martian 
by Andy Weir. 

“Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first 
people to walk on Mars. Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to 
die there. After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to 
evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded and 
completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he's alive 
-- and even if he could get word out, his supplies would be gone 
long before a rescue could arrive. Chances are, though, he won't 
have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving 
environment, or plain-old 'human error' are much more likely to 
kill him first. But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his 
ingenuity, his engineering skills -- and a relentless, dogged refusal 
to quit -- he steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable 
obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough to 
overcome the impossible odds against him?”

Our book selection for June is Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly. 

For more information about the Courtyard Book Club or for 
details about upcoming contact Lou Blemaster at 512-551-2659 
or email loublemaster@gmail.com. 

Courtyard Book Club

NOTICE – we will be changing the Park gate code sometime in 
April. Watch for broadcast emails with the information about the 
new code. We will send at least 2 warnings and provide you with the 
new code before this occurs. If you do not receive a broadcast email 
about the gate code change in April, contact our property manager, 
Marilyn Childress, or any Board member. You may have forgotten 
to update your email address if it changed or not ever sent us one. 

Finally, please continue your efforts to drive at or below the speed 
limit through the neighborhood. Our best wishes to you all for a 
happy and healthy spring!
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Travis County Courtyard (aka "Backcourt")
 Allan Nilsson ......................................................... 346-8432
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COURTYARD FIRE SAFETY
What about mulch...?

Eight mulch treatments were evaluated for three characteristics: 
flame height, rate of fire spread, and temperature. All eight mulches 
were found to be combustible but varied considerably in the three 
areas measured.

•	 Shredded rubber, pine needles and shredded western red cedar 
showed the greatest potential for all three characteristics. 

•	 Shredded rubber burned at the hottest average temperature (in 
excess of 630 degrees F at a height of 4 inches) and produced 
the greatest flame length at over 3 feet.

•	 Shredded western red cedar had the most rapid rate of spread, 
traveling at an average rate of 47.9 feet per minute. It also 
produced embers that moved beyond the plot perimeter and 
ignited adjacent mulch plots.

•	 Composted wood chips showed the slowest spread rate and 
the shortest average flame length, usually smoldering.

 So what does all of this mean? We have a variety of mulch choices 
in our landscaping – and we need to know the best uses for each 
choice. While composted wood chips are the best choice of the 
materials tested for residential landscape use, they are organic and 
will still burn. They do tend to burn at the lowest speed and lowest 
flame length. If this material is ignited, it could still ignite siding, 
plant debris and other combustible materials. The smoldering of this 
product could also go undetected by firefighters during a wildland fire 
event. Shredded rubber, pine needles, and shredded western red cedar 
can have their place in your landscaping design, just further from 
your home. These materials could be used selectively for landscaping 
at least 30’ from your home.

The best mulch to use immediately next to your home out to five 
feet is an inorganic one (rock, brick, or pavers). 

 For an excellent tutorial on how the community homeowners 
can respond to the Wildfire risk, see Making Your Home Firewise 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6jV-gM9EwQ

To sign up with the Courtyard Fire Safety Committee to schedule 
an evaluation by one of our trained teams, email fire-safety@
courtyardhoa.org.
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call me at 512·775·8942 for a complimentary cma of your home 

When PRICE matters...CALL JOANY PRICE!

609 Castle Ridge Road, Ste. 400 • Austin, TX 78746   •   M: 512.775.8942 • O: 512.328.8200 • F: 512.328.2559 
jprice@cbunited.com • www.cbunited.com/Joany.Price

Joany
Price
Your Courtyard Neighbor
& Tennis Club Member 

Realtor, CLHMS
Certified Previews™ Property Specialist
International Diamond Society
Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 

“I am now including a complimentary membership to The Courtyard Tennis & 
Swim Club with all of my listings”.  A $1500 value.

The best thing about a 
new home is it’s all yours!
Call me to discuss downsizing, upsizing or just to refer a friend.  I love serving you!

512·775·8942
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Make Your Patio 
More Relaxing!

www.UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com  512.791.7453
 

concrete@UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com
F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D

We are your concrete 
coating experts! 

OUR COMPANY: Urbane coatings floor treatments turn blah into beautiful! We use the highest quality 
resin, stain or custom finish to create new floors for our clientele.

OUR EXPERIENCE: Whether the treatment is indoor, outdoor, new or refinished, residential or commercial, 
we’ve been there and done that over the last 15 years!  We’re the epoxy and cement floor coatings experts.

OUR MISSION: We provide the best value, service, consultation and quality solutions.  We have been tried 
and tested and always outperform our competition.  Our work is guaranteed and our quality can’t be beat!

Turn your garage 
into a showroom!
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You have the power to break generational cycles of poverty, trauma 
and neglect. You can shape the future of a child and our community. 
That future starts now. 

The annual "Learning Starts Here" luncheon, benefiting 
Mainspring Schools, brings people together to help disadvantaged, 
full-of-potential kids and their families in Austin. 

Join us on Thursday, April 19 to learn about the issues facing 
Austin's families and children in poverty, celebrate the achievements 
of the last year and consider how we can help these children in the 
future. 

What: Mainspring Schools "Learning Starts Here" Luncheon

When: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. on Thursday, April 19 
  (lunch is served at 11:30)

Where: Renaissance Austin Hotel

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Seth Pollak

Dr. Seth Pollak, professor and researcher at the University of 
Wisconsin, will discuss the role that early experiences in children's 
lives have on development of brain structure and function, which is 

CHANGE AUSTIN'S FUTURE ON APRIL 19
a crucial topic for so many children at Mainspring and across Austin.

Backed by years of fascinating research, Dr. Pollak's particular 
area of interest is how the quantity and quality of early experiences 
in children's lives influences how they think about and process 
information. The goal is to understand how developmental change 
occurs to develop effective prevention and intervention strategies for 
children most at risk for emotional, learning and behavior problems.

To purchase tickets, visit www.mainspringschools.org/learning-
starts-here-luncheon/

On behalf of these kids, families and staff, thank you for caring 
about this important issue.

www.mainspringschools.org

FREE?
DID YOU SAY

www.PEELinc.com

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS
PROVIDED 100% FREE OF CHARGE 
and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com
512-263-9181

Full Service Print Shop
Large Run – Short Run
Booklets • BRoCHURes • BUsINess CARDs    
eDDM PostCARDs • NotePADs • FolDeRs 
DooRHANgeRs • HANg tAgs • letteRHeAD  
CAleNDARs • PoCket PostCARDs • PosteRs  

RACk CARDs • tABle teNts • & MoRe

MeNtIoN tHIs AD AND ReCeIve 20% oFF
exPIRes 4/30/2018
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles 
submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the 
advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use The Courtyard Caller Newsletter 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in 
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in The Courtyard 
Caller Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

REMINDER: 
NO TRIMMING OF OAK TREES

Spring has sprung, buds are budding, and the sweet smell 
of Mountain Laurels fill the air. It’s a beautiful time of year to 
get outside and start sprucing up the yard. But don’t get too 
carried away just yet. (Cue sound of screeching halt.) Your 
oak tree trimming ambitions need to wait until July when 
the oak wilt carrying beetles take a rest. Oak wilt is a serious 
threat to the oak trees in central Texas, so do the right thing 
and schedule your tree trimming activities for the months of 
July through January. But there’s no need to wait until July to 
schedule an appointment with a tree trimming service. Save 
yourself some heartache and get on their schedule before the 
busy season hits. 

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS

TO YOUR
Neighbors

Mark Rimmer
markrimmer@peelinc.com

512.751.8812

River Cruise Information Night

RSVP 512-338-8880
- or -

diana@cruiseholidays.com

Anderson Terrace Event Venue
11505 Anderson Mill Rd. Austin, TX 78750

Date: April 10, 2018 Time: 6:00-8:00

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© 2007. Feature Exchange
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SUDOKU

Sudoku
The goal is to fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and

every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. Each digit may
appear only once in each row, each column, and each 3x3 box.

© 2006. Feature Exchange
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TIPS FOR A KILLER 
GARAGE SALE

DRAW CUSTOMERS IN with effective product placement and 
display. Put the best, most visible items like furniture out front and 
center.

MAKE IT EASY FOR CUSTOMERS TO BROWSE AND BUY

•	 Display like items together

•	 Use easy-to-read price tags

•	 Provide written descriptions for unique items or even a story 
about where it came from

•	 Create room displays with furniture and décor

•	 Have a designated, easy to find cashier table

•	 Use larger signs to help customers navigate through your 
“shop.”

PRICE TO SELL

Don’t base it on how much you paid for a thing 20 years ago, or 
how much it means to you. If you can’t let it go for cheap, then you 
shouldn’t be selling it at all. 

OFFER FREE STUFF

 If your primary goal is to rid your home of clutter, why not have 
a designated free pile of those items you really want to purge from 
your life. 

CONSOLIDATE PRICING 

Bag up those random craft supplies, hardware, holiday decorations 
or what have you and sell the whole lot for one low price. 

KNOW WHAT CUSTOMERS WANT

Garage sale shoppers are different than retail shoppers. The majority 
are looking for daily-use items at a low cost. And some shoppers 
are looking for bargain supplies for their hobby or collection. The 
best-selling items are: Clothing in good condition, tools, furniture, 
games/toys/bicycles, books, small appliances, camping/fishing gear 
and sports equipment. Still, there are a few outliers who stop by 
because something unique caught their eye or they are looking for 
something that speaks to them aesthetically. 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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ACROSS
1. Owns 
4. Short people 
10. Grain 
11. In the air 
12. Single 
13. Nun's headwear 
14. Musician (3 wds.) 
16. Homesick 
17. Booty 
18. Horsepower (abbr.) 
20. Cincinnati locale 
22. Hasten 
26. Mountain Standard Time 
29. Eras 
31. Cover 
33. Eccentric 
34. Beaches 
35. Vane direction 
36. Hug upon greeting 
37. Danish krone (abbr.) 

DOWN
1. Coat hangers 
2. Root beer brand (3 wds.) 
3. Stone 
4. Aurora 
5. Ponder 
6. Build up 
7. Holes 
8. Syllables used in songs (2 wds.) 
9. Sledge 
15. Gone by 
19. Not against 
21. Cycles per second 
23. Pimpled 
24. Glob 
25. Organic compound 
26. Soft mineral 
27. Prig 
28. Tyrant 
30. Mexican money 
32. North American country 

Crossword Puzzle
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1. Coat hangers 
2. Root beer brand (3 wds.) 
3. Stone 
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5. Ponder 
6. Build up 
7. Holes 
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Crossword Puzzle
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