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Spanish for ‘little armored one’,
the armadillo is one of the most
interesting mammals in North
America. All but one of the 20
different species of armadillo live in
Latin America, but the Nine-banded
Armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus)
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. Nine-banded Armadillo
makes its home as far north as Texas

(except for the western Trans-Pecos), Oklahoma, and Louisiana. In

fact, this armadillo is the official state small mammal of Texas!

A cat-sized, insect—eating mammal, armadillos have bony
plates that cover their back, head, legs, and tail, protecting them
from predators. No other living mammal wears such a shell, but
contrary to popular belief, the Nine-banded Armadillo cannot roll
into a ball and encase itself with its shell. Only the Three-banded
Armadillo can accomplish this, by curling its head and back feet
inward and contorting its shell as protection. No amount of
armor can protect them from the cold, however, and because of
their low metabolic rate and lack of fur and body fat stores, cold
weather can wipe out whole populations of these little creatures.

Armadillos have a pointy snout and small eyes, and are prolific diggers.
They dig for food and dig many burrows, mostly along creekbeds in
Central Texas, and they do not survive in areas where the soil is too hard
to dig. Armadillos spend up to 16 hours a day digging, mainly active in
the dawn and dusk hours, looking for beetles, ants, termites, and other
insects. Their eyesight is quite poor, but they use their keen sense of smell
to locate food, and utilize their long, sticky tongues to grasp berries,
caterpillars, grubs, fungi, and sometimes even carrion.
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LITTLE ARMORED ONE

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Armadillos are quite fond of water, visiting water holes and
streams to drink, feed, and even take mud baths. Their specific
gravity is high, which means they normally ride low in the water
when swimming. For short water crossings, they often just walk
underwater across the bottom, but for deeper and longer crossings
they voluntarily ingest air to inflate themselves and increase their
buoyancy by retaining the air in their digestive tract!

Armadillos are thought to be a pair during the breeding
season, sharing the same burrow. Due to their bony shells and
the underside location of their genitalia, copulation occurs with
the female lying on her back. While breeding occurs in July, the
embryo remains in a dormant state until November. Always of
the same sex, identical quadruplets develop from the single egg,
and four young are born in a grass-lined burrow in March.

While the Nine-banded Armadillo is a unique mammal whose
range is expanding northward, there is reason to be concerned about
their conservation status in Texas. Encroaching human civilization,
overgrazing, and progtessive climatic change may be keeping them on
the move, and many mammalogists agree that armadillos are rare at
best when compared to populations of a few years ago. This decline also
appears to be correlated with increasing populations of feral hogs, as
well as the propensity for people to make trinkets from armadillo shells.
Perhaps our state motto should read ‘Don't Mess with Texas Armadillos!”

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch Austin and

Nature Watch Big Bend (published by Texas A&M University
Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Long Canyon Gazette
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Long Canyon
Gazette is exclusively for the private use.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any
facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes
no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely
that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be
taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the
actual cost of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NEWSLETTER INFO
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER

Peel, INCurrveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Article Submissions..........cccoceurirninicccnenne longcanyon@peelinc.com
Advertising......cooeveureneenes advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

Please remember to pick up
after your pets and
“scoop the poop”

INGREDIENTS

1 ¥ cups flour

Y4 tsp baking soda

% cup butter softened

% cup sugar

V2 cup brown sugar

3 tbsp cool strong brewed coffee

Legg

1 tsp vanilla

2 pkgs (8 ozs.) semi sweet chocolate, chopped
1 Y5 cups chopped walnuts

DIRECTIONS

Heat oven to 325 degrees.

Combine flour and baking soda.

Beat sugars & butter undil light & fluffy.

Blend in coffee, egg & vanilla.

Gladually beat in flour mixture until well blended.

Stir in chopped nuts & chocolate. Refrigerate 30 mins.
Roll dough into 60 x 17 balls, place on cookie sheet 2” apart.
Bake 10-12 mins. Enjoy!
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SHIPLEY PERFORMANCE

ACHIEVE GRENESS

4.28. 1B

5 -!Iu- urll-l

eck-in Slnrlsutﬂ..lﬁ JAXON SHIPLEY

Regents School of Austin
TEXAS LONGHORN &

Registration is limited! ,
ARIZONA CARDINAL

Onl
a $ I 2 5 Per athlete; register af
shipleyperformance.com TOP 9B /WR AWARD

AN ELITE TRAINING DAY QB & WR MVP’s will each receive a ticket to a Texas Longhorns

home game for the 2018 season as well as a new 2018 edition
Shipley Performance cap and camp MVP tee.

Wide receivers will be led directly by Shipley Performance
founder, Jaxon Shipley. You will learn o get in and out
of breaks efficiently and create separation in man vs. man
LTS EXCLUSIVE T-SHIRT
Quarterbacks will be led by Austin area QB coaches including
former Texas Longhorn QB, David Ash, as well as Trenton
Kirklin of Dynasty Mechanics.

Every athlete goes home with a new Shipley Performance
drifit tee.

For more details visit us ot SHIPLEYPERFORMANCE .COM
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» We are your concrete
coatmg experts! [

into a showroom!

/

N

Make Your Patio [l
More Relaxing!

OUR COMPANY: Urbane coatings floor treatments turn blah into beautiful! We use the highest quality
resin, stain or custom finish to create new floors for our clientele.

OUR EXPERIENCE: Whether the treatment is indoor, outdoor, new or refinished, residential or commercial,
we've been there and done that over the last 15 years! We're the epoxy and cement floor coatings experts.

OUR MISSION: We provide the best value, service, consultation and quality solutions. We have been tried
and tested and always outperform our competition. Our work is guaranteed and our quality can’t be beat!

www.UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com
512.791.7453

concrete@UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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by Pamela Kurburski

Although the severe freezes of the past winter may have done a
number on all those flowers you love, I guarantee they did not have
the same impact on the weed seeds that have been lying in wait. They
are always the first to spring forth as the weather warms. There are an
amazing variety of plants that are considered weeds and all of them
will show up in my yard no matter how hard I tried to eradicate
them the year before.

With weed control, the best defense is a good offense. Weeds do
not like soil rich in organic matter. Adding compost is one of the
best organic ways to stop weed seeds from germinating. Using corn
gluten as a pre-emergent is also favored by those who don't like
the idea of adding poisons to the landscape. For spot treatments, a
combination of 20% vinegar, orange oil, and a dash of dishwashing
soap is very effective. Be careful about applying the latter. It can
kill almost anything it touches. Of course, just pulling the *@#%
invaders up by the roots is also an option. Just try and get to them
early because some have roots that seem to be seeking a direct route
to the other side of the world. Plus you don’t want them to set seed.

Knowing the enemy may not be as effective as some of the things
listed above when it comes to getting rid of them. But it does give
you a name to add to your expletive of choice when you are in the
heat of battle. Here are a few of the most common in our area.

Vetch - Has clinging tendrils
' and climbs all over other
plants making it hard to
remove without causing some
damage to its host.

Henbit - Easy to pull but
seeds prolifically. When you
E pull up one of the big plants,
3 you’ll find a bunch of little
% ones hiding underneath and
" ecager to take its place.

Texas Thistle - Probably will
wy need to dig this one out. The
root has a tendency to snap
B off. That means it will just be
% back toannoy youina couple
% of weeks. Use gloves because
¢ it is very prickly.

IN THE GARDEN

Yellow Nutsedge - You
can try to dig this up but, as
-1 my grandfather used to say,
% the only way to really get rid
of nutsedge is to move. That
i said, you can at least let it
4 know it’s not welcome in your
garden. Although the vinegar
spray mentioned above will brown the leaves, it won’t
touch the roots and the nuts that generate new plants.

Dandelion - Another tap-
by rooted weed that needs to
7 be dug up. Those fluffy balls
i that are fun to blow on are
actually the plant’s seed
& dispersal system. Think twice
" before aiding and abetting

“ this activity.

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS

PROVIDED 100% FREE OF CHARGE

and is made possible by the
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their
advertisement. While there,
be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.PEELinc.com

PEEL, INC.

community newsletters
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 o 6 7 8 9

36

ACROSS

1. Owns

4. Short people

10. Grain

11. In the air

12. Single

13. Nun's headwear
14. Musician (3 wds.)
16. Homesick

17. Booty

18. Horsepower (abbr.)
20. Cincinnati locale
22. Hasten

26. Mountain Standard Time
29. Eras

31. Cover

33. Eccentric

34. Beaches

35. Vane direction

36. Hug upon greeting
37. Danish krone (abbr.)

View answers online at www.peelinc.com

DOWN

1. Coat hangers

2. Root beer brand (3 wds.)
3. Stone

4. Aurora

5. Ponder

6. Build up

7. Holes

8. Syllables used in songs (2 wds.)
9. Sledge

15. Gone by

19. Not against

21. Cycles per second

23. Pimpled

24. Glob

25. Organic compound

26. Soft mineral

27. Prig

28. Tyrant

30. Mexican money

32. North American country

Mark Rimmer
markrimmer@peelinc.com

512./51.8812

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters

© 2006. Feature Exchange

Full Service Print Shop
Large Run - Short Run

BOOKLETS = BROCHURES = BUSINESS CARDS
EDDM POSTCARDS = NOTEPADS = FOLDERS
DOORHANGERS * HANG TAGS = LETTERHEAD
CALENDARS = POCKET POSTCARDS = POSTERS
RACK CARDS = TABLE TENTS * & MORE

512-263-9181

QualityPrintingOfAustin.com

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 20% OFF
EXPIRES 4/30/2018
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eelinc.com/index.php/kids-club
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PEEL, INC. JPRSRISTD.
308 Meadowlark St. South
Lakeway, TX 78734 PAID

PEEL, INC.

LET US HELP YOU
GROW YOUR NEXT

BIG
IDEA

PEEL, INC.

printing & publishing

CoNTACT Us Topay!

512.263.9181

Or VisIT

PEELINC.COM
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