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BECOMING A THERAPEUTIC FOSTER PRRENT WITH
BENCHMARK FAMILY SERVICES

There are Foster
Parents, and then there are
Professional Therapeutic
Foster Parents. Professional
Therapeutic Foster Parents
understand that a child
with a traumatic past needs
consistency, nurturing,
and above all, someone
who will focus on the good
and help work through the
child’s difficulties.

Teenage foster children
are among the most underserved population in the foster care system,

and Benchmark Family Services needs your help to change that.
Fostering a teen is an opportunity that is unique, and can be truly
rewarding if you are willing to accept the challenge. There is such
great opportunity to instill character and values in their lives that
they will be able to take with them as they are becoming an adult.
They are in need of something stable in their life, and your home
could be just what they need. Are you ready to accept the challenge?

In one month, our agency as a whole received 6,919 referrals for
children in foster care who need a home. We were not able to accept
and place 4,054 of those referrals because there wasn’t a Benchmark
home available for them. We currently serve over 2,300 youth across
four states, and that number is growing. If you have what it takes to
become a Professional Therapeutic Foster Parent, we need you! All
that is required is the desire to help those in need, the tenacity to
persevere, and to remember that it isn’t about you... it’s about the
children. Help them work through their past and influence strong
core values and other aspects of becoming a thriving member of the
adult community; help make a difference!

Benchmark’s mission is to work alongside referring agencies to
provide stable and caring placements for youth in need of out-
of-home care. We advocate for children by ensuring reasonable
opportunities for healthy physical, psychological and emotional
growth and development in the most normal and least restrictive
setting possible. To this end, Benchmark will provide and coordinate
programs and services in cooperation with referring child welfare
agencies. Benchmark is committed to the highest standards of
childcare and professionalism.

At Benchmark Family Services, we pride ourselves on our customer
service. We provide state of the art training to all of our foster families
to prepare them to properly care for the children that will be in their
home. We never want our families to feel like they are going through
this alone; we understand how tough of a job this can be, and endless
support is provided to all of our families 24/7. With Benchmark,
you will have the support of a team of professional, caring staff who
are working with your family and the children in your home every
step of the way. By doing this, they will have the opportunity to
understand not only the children and their needs, but your needs
as a parent as well.

Our Austin office is located at 1212 E. Anderson Lane, Suite 800.
If you are interested in becoming a therapeutic foster parent or would
like more information, please call our local office at (512) 383-9001.

Our other Texas locations include Corpus Christi, Dallas,
Houston, League City, Longview, Lubbock, McAllen, and San
Antonio. If you would like to contact any of our other offices, you
can reach us at 855-5FOSTER (855-536-7837), or visit our website

at www.benchmarkfamilyservices.org for more information.
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» We are your concrete
coatmg experts! [

into a showroom!

/
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Make Your Patio [l
More Relaxing!

OUR COMPANY: Urbane coatings floor treatments turn blah into beautiful! We use the highest quality
resin, stain or custom finish to create new floors for our clientele.

OUR EXPERIENCE: Whether the treatment is indoor, outdoor, new or refinished, residential or commercial,
we've been there and done that over the last 15 years! We're the epoxy and cement floor coatings experts.

OUR MISSION: We provide the best value, service, consultation and quality solutions. We have been tried
and tested and always outperform our competition. Our work is guaranteed and our quality can’t be beat!

www.UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com
512.791.7453

concrete@UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
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ATTENTION PARENTS OF
GRADUATING SENIORS!

We would like to recognize our graduating seniors by
including a small picture and a few lines about where
your child will be attending college. Please send
your information to articles@peelinc.com (include the
newsletter you would like to recognize them in, photo,
name, etc).

Y Purchase or | :eflnaqce' ||

Lake Creek Branch | 10135 Lake Creek

Apply Today — rbfcu.org RBFC l | *
512-833-3300 | 1-800-580-3300 y/)
Certain restrictions may apply. Loans subject to credit approval.

Mortgage loans are available only on property in Texas. NMLS# 583215.
Federally insured by NCUA.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY ....oooiiiiiiiiiiiieienienieneeieeie et 911
BTt 911
AmbUlance .......ooveiiiieiie e 911
Sheriff — Non-Emergency ........cccccoccveivinininnnes 512-943-1300
SCHOOLS
ROUND ROCK ISD
Patsy Sommer Elementary .......ccccceveiiiniininene 704-0600
.................................................. 16200 Avery Ranch Blvd.
Elsa England Elementary School ............ccccc.cec... 704-1200
................................................. 8801 Pearson Ranch Road
Cedar Valley Middle School...........c.cccoeennenennenn. 428-2300
.............................................................. 8139 Racine Trail
Pearson Ranch Middle School...........cccoeveueneneee. 704-1500
................................................. 8901 Pearson Ranch Road
MeNeil High School.......c.ccoeceineininiininieinns 464-6300
............................................................... 5720 McNeil Dr.
LEANDER ISD
Rutledge Elementary.........ccccevueeeirieiciniccnnen. 570-6500
.................................................... 11501 Staked Plains Dr.
Stiles Middle School ..........ccccooiiiiiiiniinen. 570-0000
................................................................ 3250 Barley Rd.
Vista Ridge High School..........cccooeiiiinnne. 570-1800
....................................................... 200 S. Vista Ridge Dr.
UTILITIES
City of Austin WAaCer «.c.coveveerveverinueenierecninen. 512-494-9400
Perdernales Electric.....ccoveveverieeninieininiccnnnee. 512-219-2602
TEXAS GAS SERVICE
CUSLOM SELVICE ..vvuvvenirreviiereveirreneeenenen. 1-800-700-2443
Emergencies.......ccoeovveniniiiniciineneniienene. 512-370-8609
Call Before You Dig...cceveveveeeninieinenncennnee 512-472-2822
AT&T
New Service ...cucueuiirinininieieieieiinieieieiennes 1-800-464-7928
Repair...c.ccoviviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicee, 1-800-246-8464
BALlING...ovoeeeeeeeeeeee oo 1-800-858-7928
TIME WARNER CABLE
Customer Service .....eevererruerrueneeneeneenuennns 512-485-5555
ReEPaULS vttt 512-485-5080
Solid Waste Servies .....cvvvevererieerineenierecnuenen. 512-494-9400
NEWSLETTER INFO
NEWS
Articles...oueireinnieiniieincces AveryRanch@peelinc.com
PUBLISHER
Peel, INC. cveviieieiiiniciieicceciceccee 512-263-9181
Advertising..........cocceeeieirinicuennen. hdvertising@peelinc.con)
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GIRLS EMPOWERMENT NETWORK'S cAMPGEN SUMMER
CAMPS INSPIRE CENTRAL TEXAS GIRLS IN GRADES 3 - 8
TO OWN AND USE THEIR POWER

This summer the Girls Empowerment Network will host a two-
part campGEN Summer Camp Series with weeklong summer camp
sessions for girls entering grades 3-8.

campGEN girls participate in interactive workshops that are
designed to help girls feel more confident as they navigate girlhood.
The program engages Girls Empowerment Network’s girl experts
and female role models as camp counselors. The two-part Summer
Camp Series for girls entering grades 3-8 includes:

e campGEN - Part 1, held June 18-22, kicks off with “Own
My Power.” This camp focuses on building confidence and
self-love. Girls will explore stress management, identity, self-
compassion and body positivity. Activities include yoga, art
and craft projects, writing, talent shows and games.

*  campGEN — Part 2, held July 16-20, continues the
conversation with “Use My Power.” Gitrls will focus on using
their confidence to advocate for themselves and others. Girls
will explore and practice confident communication, advocacy,
healthy friendships and values. Activities include role playing,
skits, a fun community advocacy project, and games.

“Our entire team is excited to invest our time and energy into
programming that makes campGEN summer camp fun and an
experience to remember,” says Caroline Crawford, program director.
“This year our summer camps build on one another, and we see
girls signing up for both sessions son once they learn to OWN their
power, then they can put it into practice and USE their power. We
know they’ll walk away with a strong sense of self and be ready for
another school year.”

Network (GEN) helps girls discover they are powerful people.
Through school-based programs and community events for girls,
parents and schools, GEN ignites power in girls ages 8 — 18 by
teaching them skills to thrive and believe in their ability to be
unstoppable. campGEN was created to expand Girls Empowerment
Network’s services that empower gitls to navigate the challenges of
girlhood.

Both campGEN summer camp sessions will be held in Downtown
Austin at First Baptist Church, located at 901 Trinity Street, Austin,
TX 78701, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 4 p.m. Drop off begins at
8:00 a.m. and aftercare is available until 5 p.m. for $50. Each five-
day session costs $330.

Knowledge,
Integrity, &
Hard Work.

High Definition

Photography

Paul & Jan Gillia
Do Not Pay 6% To Sell Your Home!

Our full service listings are now 4.5%
Simple Program: 1.5% to Listing Agent, 3% to Buyers Agent
Additional Savings for Veterans, First Responders & Teachers

call or Text... 512-431-5900 « pgillia@austin.rr.com
The Home Select Team Makes All the Difference!

www.homeselect360.com

zzzzz

We Get
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ARMADILED

LAWN CARE

Call Today and Sign Up!
512-269-6033

www.ArmadilloLawns.com

Email: Lawns@ArmadilloLawns.com

WEEKLY SERVICES INCLUDE:
SERVICE * Mowing - Front and Back Lawn
$4000 * Line Trimming
7 * Edging

....................................................

* Blowing off Walks and drivewa
BI-WEEKLY Y i

SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICES AVAILABLE
$ 4 5 Oo ' Powe r Wa s h i ng *extra charge for these services
* Trash Haul Off hpa o el I

11,000 square feet before improvements. Add $5 for lots
up to 16,000 square feet. We do not service lots over 16k.

B A
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MosQUITO REPELLENTS

As mosquito season is ramping up, everyone is (hopefully) aware
of possible disease transmission by mosquitoes. It is important that
you protect yourself when spending time outside.

Activity times for mosquitoes can vary. Most people are familiar
with the four D’s- DRAIN (standing water), DEET (wear some
repellent), DUSK & DAWN (stay indoors during dusk and dawn
to avoid peak populations) and DRESS (wear long sleeves and long
pants). While this is still good advice, it may be a good idea to spread
the dress and repellent advice for anytime you spend time outdoors.

When outside, wear long pants and a long sleeved shirt in light
colors to reduce the number of mosquitoes that can reach your skin.
Repellent should only be applied to clothing and exposed skin.
Do not apply repellent underneath clothing! If you want to apply
repellent to your face, spray your hands with repellent and rub it
onto your face. Do not spray repellent directly into your face or near
eyes or mouth. Make sure to apply repellent outdoors. Do not allow
children to handle repellents. Wash hands before eating, smoking
or using the restroom.

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) recommends using a
product registered with the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency)

containing one of the following active ingredients: DEET, picaridin,
IR3535 and some of the products containing oil of lemon eucalyptus.

DEET, also known N,N-diethyl-m-toluamide or N,N-
diemethylbenzamide, was developed by the U.S. Army in 1946
to protect soldiers in insect-infested areas. Pesticides containing
DEET have been used by the general public since 1957. Products
containing DEET should not be used on children younger than 2
months of age (read the label and check with your pediatrician if
you have questions). DEET has a slight odor and may have a greasy
feel to some people. It may damage plastic, rubber, vinyl or synthetic
fabrics. DEET may be irritating to the eyes and skin for some people.
DEET comes in a wide variety of concentrations, so choose the one
that will work best for your situation.

Picaridin was first made in the 1980’ and resembles a natural
compound called piperine (which is found in plants used to produce
black pepper). Picardin has been used in Europe and Australia for
many years, but has only been in the U.S. since 2005. Picaridin is
non-greasy and is odorless.

IR-3535, or 3-[N-Butyl-N- acetyl]-aminopropionic acid, ethyl
(Continued on Page 7)

Membership Includes:

AVERY RANCH - Air Conditioning (up to 5 tons) - |ce Maker
Homeowners Special + Heating (Gas or Electric) «Ice/Water Dispenser
Membership Only - A/C Preventative Maintenance - Oven & Range
$ 2 69 - Freon Recovery - Garbage Disposa
- Washer & Dryer - Dishwasher
Al - Water Heater (up to 50 gallons) - Printed Circuit Boards:

- Refrigerator (incl. Compressor)

Never pay for another expensive repair bill. A membership
with BFS Home Warranty provides repair service with parts
and labor for one full year. (terms and conditions apply)

Don't wait until it's too late! Call us
today and get your BFS membership.

TODAY'SREPAIRIS FREE!

BFS HOME WARRANTY
(512) 863-0500

www.browardfactory.com

2594 Shell Road, Suite E - Georgetown, TX 78628
Lic= TACLB32884E - M38591
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(Continued from Page 6)

ester, was developed in the mid- 1970’ and became registered for
use in the U.S. in 1999. It is registered as a biopesticide by the EPA
because it is functionally identical to a naturally occurring substance
(an amino-acid). It may dissolve or damage plastics and may be
irritating to the eyes.

Oil of lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or PMD (para-menthane-3,8-diol)
are essentially the same thing; PMD is the synthesized (lab created)
version of oil of lemon eucalyptus. “Pure” or “essential” oil of lemon
eucalyptus is not labeled as a repellent and has not undergone testing
and should not be used as a repellent product. OLE/PMD has been
on the market in the U.S. since 2002. OLE/PMD should not be used
on children younger than 3 years of age. The natural product (OLE)
has known allergens within it while the synthetic version (PMD) has
less of a risk to allergens. This product is classified as a biopesticide.
OLE/PMD has a varying range of residual, some offering about 20
minutes of protection while other products may last up to two hours.

Many factors play into how long a repellent will last for a person.
Some of these are:
*  The concentration (or percent of active ingredient) of the
product. You can find the percentage on the product label.
*  Derson’s attractiveness. Some people are more attractive to
mosquitoes than others (and no scientific research has proven

that it is because of eating garlic, taking vitamin B, using
tobacco products, etc.). A person’s genetic code plays a large
part on what makes a person so attractive to mosquitoes.

e Frequency and uniformity of application. In other words,
how often is the repellent applied and how good of coverage
did you ger?

e Activity level of the person. The more active the person is,
the more sweat they produce which can cause the repellent
to wash off the surface of the skin.

As a word of caution, there are products that combine sunscreen
and insect repellent. The CDC recommends that if you need
sunscreen and repellent, that you choose two separate products.
Sunscreen should be applied more often than repellents.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial
products or trade names is made with the understanding that no discrimination is
intended and no endorsement by lexas A&:M AgriLife Extension Service or the Texas
ASM AgriLife Research is implied.

The Texas AGM AgriLife Extension Service provides equal access in its programs,
activities, education and employment, without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national
origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender

identity.

-\

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT®
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
BR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

MAKE A SPLASH
THIS SUMMER

The YMCA of Austin’s pools are waiting for you this summer-
along with all of the fitness equipment, classes and personal
training options that you know and love. Kick off your day with
aninvigorating splash, entertain the kids for hours, cool down
post-workout or relieve some stress with a few laps after work.
No matter your reason, jump onin!

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Join today at AustinYMCA.org $ .;|A9E|$E‘ls FEE

. J

Four Points &
| Whitestone

" Family Vision
2 locations - Appts &

Walk—ms Welcome

Therapeutic Optometrist
* Specialty Contact Lenses
* Pediatric Vision Exams
* Laser Surgery Consultation
= Same Day appointments
* Low Price Guaranteed

@ New Sams Club

10901 Lakeline Mall Dr

Austin, TX 78717

512-328-2015

R\
Sherry Salkhordeh O.D.

@ New Wal-Mart
2801 E. Whitestone Blvd,

Cedar Park, TX 78613

512-259-1255
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BLAZING BEETLES

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Over 2500 species
and subspecies of
tiger beetles are
currently described
worldwide, with
more than 45 species
occurring in Texas.
Tiger beetles get
their name from their
cat-like predatory
behavior, performing

; o
‘Big Sand Tiger Beetle
an unusual form of pursuit where they alternatively sprint quickly
toward their prey then stop and visually reorient, eventually
running down their target. In fact, some tiger beetles can run at
a blazing speed of 5 mph, and are considered one of the fastest
running land animals for their size!

Tiger beetles are believed to be closely related to ground beetles,
but they differ in terms of their proportions. Tiger beetles are
about one inch long on average, with a head wider than its thorax,
which is located between the head and the abdomen. They also
have large bulging eyes, long spindly legs, and oversized sickle-
shaped mandibles to grab prey and devour it on the spot. Tiger
beetles are important predators in the insect world, feeding on
a wide variety of ants, beetles, grasshopper nymphs, flies, and
spiders. They are most often found in sandy areas, stream edges,
clay banks, and woodland paths. Many are active in the daytime,
and the colors and patterns on their oblong elytra (or wing covers)
are often iridescent and striking.

Some of the more common tiger beetles in our area include
members of the Cicindela genus, which comes from the Latin
and means ‘glowworm’, referring to the fact that most of these

Festive Tiger Beetle

species have metallic, flashy elytra. In Eastern and Central Texas,
the Big Sand Tiger Beetle (Cicindela formosa) and Festive Tiger
Beetle (Cicindela scutellaris) prefer the dry sandy areas of post oak
woodlands. The Big Sand Tiger Beetle has luminous reddish-purple
elytra with irregular white marks around the edges and the Festive
Tiger Beetle’s elytra are iridescent reddish-bronze to purple to

: blue-green or blue-black with
reduced or absent spotting.
Both species can be sighted
late spring into fall.

Abundant along water
edges, the Ocellated Tiger
Beetle (Cicindela ocellata) is
most active in the summer,
and can be identified by its
bronze elytra speckled with
8 cream-colored spots (4 on
each elytra). Ocellated means
having one or more ocelli,
or eye-like markings. The Six-spotted Tiger Beetle (Cicindela
sexguttata) is the probably the most commonly observed species
on dirt paths in grassy s e
areas seldom far
from woods, and has
brilliant green elytra
with typically six white
spots on the lower half
(3 on each elytra).

Tiger beetles are also
excellent indicators of
environmental quality
and are often studied
as bioindicators.
Many require 7 A-T7a
undisturbed sandy = L T TN
areas and specific Ocellated Tigﬁ' Beetle
microclimates for their burrows. With rapid urbanization and
human disturbance of natural areas, these blazing beetles have
fewer places to live and survive. They are very sensitive to changes
in the environment, and are among the first species to react to
pesticides, misuse of natural habitat, and climate change.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we'll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch Austin and
Nature Watch Big Bend (published by Texas A&M University
Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.

Six-spotted Tiger Beetle
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27TH ANNUAL ALZHEIMER'S WALK

OcTOBER 6 - CAMP MABRY
“WHAT’S RAISED HERE, STAYS HERE! 100% LOCAL!”

This year marks the 27th Annual Alzheimer’s Walk for support,
care, and research hosted by Alzheimer’s Texas. The walk will be
held on the morning of October 6 at Camp Mabry in Austin,
Texas. Alzheimer’s Texas, a local nonprofit organization serving
Central Texas for 36 years, separated from the National Alzheimer’s
Association in January 2016. As a result, 100% of the funds raised
will remain local to be used here in Central Texas.

“We are, and always have been, deeply committed to providing
families in Central Texas with compassionate services that are
relevant to their needs, like our caregiver support groups and great
educational programs,” says Christian Wells, President of Alzheimer’s
Texas. “When people walk with us on October 6th, they know that
they are supporting the services they value and will directly touch
the people living with Alzheimer’s in Central Texas.”

The Alzheimer’s Texas Walk is an opportunity for Central Texans’
to get together and celebrate the difference we're making on a local
level, for those affected by Alzheimer’s and to bring the community
together. One of the many supporters of Alzheimer’s Texas, Valerie
Vogt Sills, Gold Star Walker for Alzheimer’s Texas, walks for her
mother who was diagnosed with this terrible disease in her late
sixties. Valerie has walked with Alzheimer’s Texas for the past 14
years raising more than $23,000 to help support programs for the
families and caregivers dealing with this disease and to ultimately
help find a cure for Alzheimer’s.

“When the Alzheimer’s groups split, I chose to support Alzheimer’s
Texas rather than the national organization because I know that the
money will go to help out local and state programs,” says Valerie
Vogt Sills, Gold Star Walker for Alzheimer’s Texas. “I lost my mom
to Alzheimer’s in 2009 and have been walking in her memory since
then to help others dealing with this disease.”

/X NOWACCEPTING
Capstone NEW INVESTORS

LEND. FUND. 5

EARN 9% APY

FULLY COLLATERALIZED
512-257-1330

Local Company With Proven Track Record
Invest Using Cash or IRA

v Secured by First Liens v Monthly Interest Returns
v BBB Accredited Business with A+ Business Rating

The Alzheimer’s Texas Walk will be held Saturday, October 6 at
the Camp Mabry, with check-in beginning at 8:15 am. There are
two scenic routes for Walkers to enjoy, a 1-mile course and a 2.5-
mile course. In addition to the Walk, the event will feature food,
live music, activities for kids, prizes, and more. All participants who
raise $50 or more will receive a free event T-shirt.

In addition to joining the cause as an individual walker or starting a
team, you can also support through corporate sponsorships at various
levels. Corporate Regional support is provided by Westminster, ABC
Home and Commercial services, Silverado Memory Care, Arden
Courts, Querencia, and many more.

To learn more and register for the 2017 Alzheimer’s Texas Walk
and to keep your fundraising dollars for Alzheimer’s local, visic www.
txalz.org/walk or call (512) 241-0420.

About Alzheimer’s Texas

Alzheimer’s Texas is dedicated to eliminating Alzheimer’s disease
through the advancement of research and to enhancing care
and support for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related
disorders, their families, and caregivers. The organization provides
care consultations, 24-hour help line, support groups, respite care,
educational and social engagement programs, and professional
training. Alzheimer’s Texas was founded in 1982 and serves Central
Texas. For more information, visit www.txalz.org.

ALZHEIMER'S TEXAS

Invest in First Liens in Texas
Minimum 50K investment
For Qualified Investors

www.FirstLiens.com
For recorded information please call
1-800-219-8762

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.

Ranch Report - May 2018 9



RANCH REPORT

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

29 30

<y 32

ACROSS DOWN
1. Cleaning agent 1. Stair
5. Welt 2. Spoken
9. Factual 3. Nimbus
10. Raise one's shoulders 4. Enclosed
11. Gain 5. Reporter's question
12. Making a knot 6. Sign of the zodiac
13. Opposite of cubic 7. Surge
15. Pride 8. Kellogg's waffles
16. Passes 10. Shoot from a plane
18. Dress up 14. Excuses
21. Dined 17. Type of snake
22. Wagerer 18. Ladies
26. _ Gras 19. Dickens' " of Two
28. Possess Cities" (2 wds.)
29. Rock and Roll "King" 20. Sensitive point
30. Spread 23. Record
31. Flow out slowly 24. Above
32. Goody two shoes 25. Rip
27. Sink
View answers online at www.peelinc.com © 2006. Feature Exchange

HRE L

VRIS

(Il
NEIGHBERS

§uger e youn comimundly nowgledion

Lindsey Peel

lindsey@peelinc.com * 512-659-0549
Account Manager

 d

{UUR BUSNESS

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS

PROVIDED 100% FREE OF CHARGE

and is made possible by the
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their
advertisement. While there,
be sure to say “Thanks!”

www.PEELinc.com

PEEL, INC.

community newsletters
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One week FREE service for new customers!

SERVICES OFFERED

Weekly Chemical Service  Skimmer & Pump Cleaning
Water Testing & Balance Pool Surface Skimming o -t
Annual Pool Analysis Filter Cleaning "’21! ANHW!I";

T

] 4 { N 1983-2018
y - .
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT UPGRADE

Acid Wash Drain Pool Auto Pool Cleaner  Heat Pumps
Change Sand Heater Tune-Up Chlorinator Pool Pumps
Repair & Clean Filter Open Pool Filter Spa Blowers
Clean Salt Cell Winterize Pool* Gas Heaters Pool Automation
Clear Plumbing Lines *available in select markets GERIENS Light Fixtures

CALL NOW!
(682) 253-5078 P PSRV.COM
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THE HisTORY OF MEMORIAL DAY

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of
remembrance for those who have died in service of the United
States of America. Over two dozen cities and towns claim to
be the birthplace of Memorial Day. While Waterloo N.Y. was
officially declared the birthplace of Memorial Day by President
Lyndon Johnson in May 1966, it’s difficult to prove conclusively
the origins of the day.

Regardless of the exact date or location of its origins, one thing
is clear — Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and a
desire to honor our dead. It was officially proclaimed on 5 May
1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand
Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11. “The 30th
of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with
flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who
died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and
whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet
churchyard in the land,” he proclaimed. The date of Decoration
Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn’t the anniversary
of any particular battle.

On the first Decoration Day, General James Garfield made a
speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and 5,000 participants
decorated the graves of the 20,000 Union and Confederate
soldiers buried there.

The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York
in 1873. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states.
The South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead
on separate days until after World War I (when the holiday
changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil
War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war).

It is now observed in almost every state on the last Monday
in May with Congressional passage of the National Holiday Act

of 1971. This helped ensure a three day weekend for Federal
holidays, though several southern states have an additional
separate day for honoring the Confederate war dead: January
19th in Texas; April 26th in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and
Mississippi; May 10th in South Carolina; and June 3rd (Jefferson
Davis’ birthday) in Louisiana and Tennessee.

In 1915, inspired by the poem “In Flanders Fields,” Moina
Michael replied with her own poem:

We cherish too, the Poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led,

1t seems to signal to the skies

That blood of heroes never dies.

She then conceived of an idea to wear red poppies on Memorial
day in honor of those who died serving the nation during war.
She was the first to wear one, and sold poppies to her friends
and co-workers with the money going to benefit servicemen in
need. Later a Madam Guerin from France was visiting the United
States and learned of this new custom started by Ms. Michael.
When she returned to France she made artificial red poppies to
raise money for war orphaned children and widowed women.
This tradition spread to other countries. In 1921, the Franco-
American Children’s League sold poppies nationally to benefit
war orphans of France and Belgium. The League disbanded a
year later and Madam Guerin approached the VFW for help.

Shortly before Memorial Day in 1922 the VFW became
the first veterans’ organization to nationally sell poppies. Two
years later their “Buddy” Poppy program was selling artificial
poppies made by disabled veterans. In 1948 the US Post Office
honored Ms. Michael for her role in founding the National
Poppy movement by issuing a red 3 cent postage stamp with
her likeness on it.

PASTOR, Q
AV RENOVATE CHURCH

CONNECT. GROW. IMPACT.

Join us every Sunday
morning at 10:00 a.m.
at the
MUV Dance Center

2051 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite
R, Cedar Park, TX 78613

MEANINGFUL FAITH
MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS

www.RenovateChurch.com
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ATTENTION KIDS: SEND US YOUR MASTERPIECE!

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us af:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club

308 Meadowlark St. Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
We will select the top few and post their artwork on our website at www.peelinc.com/index.php/kids-clubo
DUE: May 31st, 2018
Be sure 1o include the following so we can let you know!

Name (irst name, last initial).; Age:
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RANCH REPORT

‘The Ranch Report is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the Ranch
Report contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns,
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the
private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a primed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

PRISTINE HOUSECLEANING: $20 OFF FIRST
SERVICE! Commercial & Residential. Extremely Detailed.
Reasonable Prices. Strong references available. Call (512)
468-5132 or (512) 212-1177 for a FREE estimate. Like us
on Facebook! Facebook.com/PristineHousecleaningService.

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS

Comprehensive Orthodontic care for children,
teens and adults

12151 W. Parmer Ln. « Cedar Park, TX 78613

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.

Invisalign Now Offers Different Treatment Options
to Fit Your Needs and Budget!

Invisalign 5: Perfect for minor crowding or correction of minor )
orthodontic relapse from not wearing retainers. Cases would <
complete in 5 trays (3-4 months) and at a very affordable fee. y

< e Invisalign 10: Great for mild cases that would require upto 10 /.
vl 4 trays (5-6 months) and at a surprisingly low fee. |

. Invisalign Teen: Invisalign can be great for certain teenagers. L'

The invisalign teen product includes replacement aligners and
compliance indicators.

Comprehensive Invisalign: Many types of comprehensive
cases can be successfully treated with the Invisalign system

instead of traditional braces. £
A

- L] "

invic align

Mention this ad and receive a
$250 credit toward comprehensive

Call today for a complimentary consultation!
512-260-0084 - www.averyortho.com

or invisalign treatment

EDITOR
WANTED

Call today to find out
how you can contribute
to your newsletter!
512.263.9181
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Need Help
with Allergies?

Now seeing patients
in Cedar Park

512-349-0777

FREE NASAL
RINSE KIT

Mention this ad and receive a Free Nasal Rinse
Kit. Exp 06/30/2018

Call Today To Schedule An Appointment

5912-349-0777

Located in the E-MD'’s Building
500 W Whitestone , Suite 100 Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.AllergyFreeAustin.com
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Your Real Estate Investment Experts

We Specialize in
= Planning / Zoning Laws = Texas Income Properties
= Leasing / Property Mgmt = Farm / Ranch / Acreage / Lots §§
= REO / Foreclosures / HUD / Short Sales

INVESTOR / REALTOR

512-653-6525

giby@psginvestments.com

INVESTMENT / COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL
PROPERTY MGMT / MORTGAGE 3 e s
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