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Melissa and Reagan 

Sosebee of Sendera 
were contestants on a 
recent March airing of 
the iconic game show 
Wheel of Fortune. It 
was a pleasure to watch 
them on TV and they 
were incredibly kind 
to chat with me about 
their experience.

T h e  S o s e b e e s 
competed against two 
other couples during 
their show taping on 
Family Week. It was 
hard not to feel nervous 
and excited for them as 
the show began. They 
easily won the first 
round, then fell behind 

in the second after a disappointing bankruptcy cost them a $10,000 
prize. They battled on, and though they solved the final puzzle, it 
wasn’t enough to put them in first place at the finish. Nevertheless, 
they went home with decent winnings of second place prize money. 
A big congratulations to them!

Q: What decided you to try out for the show?

M: Reagan has been a longtime fan and makes the whole family 
watch it often. His father kept telling him to audition, and when we 
got the email that they would be coming to Austin, [Reagan] made 
a one-minute rap about Wheel of Fortune that got him noticed!

R: I’ve always loved the show and thought it would be so fun to 
go on there one day and participate, especially with my wife since 
every time I don’t know an answer she always does.

Q&A with Wheel of Fortune Contestants
By Alison Carpenter

(Continued on Page 3)

Q: What was the tryout like?

M: Different than expected and very hands on. Our try-out was 
in a conference room of a hotel in Austin with several steps [in the 
process.]

R: It was really fun. We played a lot of different word games 
and even took a written test. We were encouraged to be loud and 
confident and to choose “logical letters” such as “ing,” or “s” if the 
puzzle was identified as plural.

Q: Tell us about the hosts, Pat Sajak and Vanna White?

R: We did not meet Pat until the show started, and what you see 
on TV was our only interaction with him. I couldn’t believe how 
much makeup he had on, and for a military man he gave a very weak 
handshake. But I guess he deals with a whole lot of people and maybe 
not everybody shakes hands very strongly. Vanna came out prior to 
the show with no makeup and said hi to everyone and wished us 
good luck. She is a very, very, tiny woman and she is super friendly.

Q: How did they prepare you for being on camera?

M: There is a LONG list of what you should and should not wear 
(no solid white, nothing with stripes or crazy patterns, etc.) We had 
to come ready with our own hair and makeup, but they had a team 
there that got us camera ready.

R: They put makeup on the men and touched up the women and 
the makeup ladies were also very sweet. Oh, they touched us up on 
commercial breaks too. 

Q: What were your fellow contestants like?

M: They tape 6 shows in one day and all of us were couples, so 
we had a VERY large group. It was fun to meet other couples from 
all over the U.S., and there was even another couple from Austin.

R: We basically spent the whole day with 17 other couples. They 
were all pretty nice and as nervous and excited to be there as we were. 

Photo credit Carol Kaelson
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ASSOC. MANAGEMENT
Jacquilyn Thate - Association Manager 

Office: 512-620-7103 Cell: 512-694-2783
jacquilyn.thate@fsresidential.com

Cassie Burgess - Assistant Manager
Office: 512-620-7056

cassie.burgess@fsresidential.com

First Service Residential
7 Lakeway Centre Court, Lakeway, TX 78734

www.fsresidential.com

Dues & Payments
Architectural Form

Governing Documents

Login: http://senderahoa.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ARCHITECTURAL
Tom Franke ................................................. thefrankesr@att.net  
  ........................................................................512-623-0267
Steven Cannella ................................ stevencannella@gmail.com   
  ........................................................................512-568-5683
Duane Galligher .............................. duanegalligher@gmail.com 
POOL
Ron Urias ........................................... rurias@farmersagent.com
  ........................................................................512-923-1988
RECREATION
Suzann Vera.......suzannchili@sbcglobal.net .........512-291-0714
SECURITY
Ron Urias .........rurias@farmersagent.com ...........512-923-1988
WEBMASTER
Jeremy Demers .............................jdemers@smallworldlabs.com
  ................................................................. 512-474-6400 x22
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Alison Carpenter .................................senderanews@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ........................................................ 512-263-9181
Article Submissions ................................... www.peelinc.com
Advertising .................................. advertising@PEELinc.com

NEWSLETTER INFO

Sendera HOA Web Site:
www.senderahoa.org

HOA WEB SITE

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY/Fire/EMS ................................................... 911
Non-emergency Police/Government Services ....................... 311
“Call Before You Dig” ......................................................... 811
City of Austin Utilities (Electricity/Water/Waste)

Customer Service .............................................512-494-9400
To report electrical outage
(need PowerLink # from your bill) ...................512-322-9100

Texas State Gas
Customer Service ..........................................1-800-700-2443
Gas Leaks .....................................................1-800-959-5325

Schools
 Cowan Elementary ...........................................512-841-2700
Bailey Middle School .......................................512-414-4990
Covington Middle School ................................512-414-3276
Bowie High School ..........................................512-414-5247

OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Post Office .....................................1-800-275-8777
Austin Public Library – Hampton Branch .......512-974-9900

Contact First Service Residential Management for all 
problems or issues regarding neighborhood amenities.

MAKE A SPLASH 
THIS SUMMER

Join today at AustinYMCA.org

The YMCA of Austin’s pools are waiting for you this summer– 
along with all of the fitness equipment, classes and personal 
training options that you know and love. Kick off your day with 
an invigorating splash, entertain the kids for hours, cool down 
post-workout or relieve some stress with a few laps after work. 
No matter your reason, jump on in! 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

$0 JOIN FEE
SAVE $48

mailto:rurias@farmersagent.com
mailto:suzannchili@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rurias@farmersagent.com
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Q: Did anything happen off-camera that was worth mentioning?

R: Jim Thorton, the announcer for the show, was very involved 
with the audience members and very engaging. He was talking to 
people and asking questions and telling bad jokes.

Q: How nervous were you both?

M: I was surprisingly not very nervous at all! Reagan wanted me 
to do the calling out of the letters and answers as he was much more 
nervous.

R: I was incredibly nervous and was trembling pretty badly during 
the first commercial break. I’m so glad it’s something I can go back 
and watch again because almost the entire experience on the show 
is a blur. Melissa was very calm and kept her cool (Thank God) and 
was able to get us through.

Q: Any anecdotes you would like to share?

M: Originally, it was only I that got a letter back from Wheel of 
Fortune that I was chosen to be a contestant, although Reagan was 
the person that was selected to audition. They gave him the option 
to bring a spouse and grandparent… he did both. I was over the 
moon when I got the call to see if Reagan wanted to join me on a 
couples’ taping! I cannot imagine having this experience without him.

R: Very simply put, solving puzzles is completely different in person 
than from the comfort of your living room, at least for me. I really 
am pretty good at the game, and I wouldn’t say I choked but my 
nerves definitely played a role in my performance.

Q: How did you feel about the conclusion?

M: It was such an amazing whirlwind experience from [the 
audition] last June to getting the call in February with only two 
weeks’ notice for the taping. It was a bucket list dream come true 
type of experience and winning money was just the icing on the cake.

R: I was happy with what we got to bring home, but mostly the 
experience of it all. It’s a very fun and special thing to be able to say 
I went on the show and saw the studio and got a chance to play 
America’s Game.

Q: Any plans for the winnings?

M: No big plans. Mostly save it and maybe buy a new bed… such 
a grown up thing to do. <smiles>

R: Not much. We’re typically pretty frugal people, and I don’t 
believe this will be an exception. What we bring home after taxes and 
paying for the trip to California will more than likely be saved, and 
what does get spent will be on boring everyday things like contact 
lenses and vet and medical bills.
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It’s critical to select the right real estate 
Professional to help you buy or sell in today’s 
changing market. I’m familiar with homes  
selling in our neighborhood and can offer great 
tips. Want to know what your home is worth in 
today’s real estate  market?  Call me for a no-
obligation consultation to learn your home’s top 
market value.

I KNOW THE TRUE VALUE OF 
HOMES IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
I’m not just a Realtor, but I’ve also been your neighbor for 20 years.
Same Realtor that’s honest * Integrity * Trust * Dependability * 

Neighborhood Expert. 

Enjoy your annual 4th of July flags 
compliments of Madeline

9205 Walsall Cove 

SPRING LISTINGS!

Do you have as little as 30 minutes a week to give? Were you just 
wondering where or what to do on date night? Are you looking to 
get out of the house for some peace and quiet? How about Sendera 
Neighborhood Watch!

You’ll be amazed by the things you’ll see happening as folks and 
critters use Sendera for a shortcut—the coyote, the fox, the armadillo, 
and the cats, and it’s all free! Did I mention cats?

Our mission is observation of “out of place” activity. 99% of 
observations are normal life in the neighborhood. Our charter is to 
be visible in the neighborhood to deter crime from occurring, and if 
possible, be the eyes and ears for APD if a crime is being committed. 
Some of us are very visible and others blend into the night, but the 
objective is the same: to deter crime. 

Please understand that neighbors on patrol are not directly affiliated 
with the Sendera Board of Directors or the management company 
and are NOT on patrol to identify deed restriction violations. We 
DO NOT report to the big Kahuna! We are all Sendera residents 
who volunteer to help out.

Join the Fun of the Neighborhood Watch Team
By James Craft

If you’d like to connect and volunteer with the Sendera 
Neighborhood Watch team, contact us at senderacrimewatch@
gmail.com. Y’all be safe out there, and may I recommend you turn 
on some lights at night and shut your garage doors. Thank you for 
taking the time to read this.

Editor’s note: I became aware that Sendera desperately needs more 
participants in our Neighborhood Watch! As one anonymous volunteer 
said, ‘If one adult in every household committed to one hour a few times 
per month, every night would be easily covered.’ So please consider a small 
donation of your time to help prevent the car and mailbox break-ins that 
are now unfortunately common.
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Construction for the traffic light at Davis Lane and Copano 
Drive is expcted to start after April 30, 2018. Pending any 
unforeseen delays, it should be on schedule for this summer.

Are you looking for a reliable 
babysitter, yard worker, or 
tutor? The best way to find 
neighbors for hire is to ask for 
recommendations on Nextdoor.

If you haven’t done so already, 
create an account at Nextdoor.
com. Then post your inquiry to 
find neighbors available for hire, 
or advertise your own services in 

a quick and easy way. Nextdoor is essentially a free job listing service 
that is always up-to-date and based on community participation.

Sendera neighborhood currently has almost 75% participation 
on Nextdoor, so it is the most efficient way for Sendera residents to 
solicit jobs or hire help. Best of all, it’s online, so the more people 
use it, the better connected we can all be.

As this article is being written, we have just had an April really, 
really cold front that suspended my garden time for a couple of days. 
However, I suspect that by the time you read this, our standard Texas 
heat has made itself at home and will be with us for many months. 
Here are a few suggestions to help your garden/lawn survive and 
maybe even thrive until things cool down again.

Consistent watering is important for all plants whether they be 
little annuals in pots or 100-year-old live oaks. With our current 
watering restrictions, you want to be sure and not miss your assigned 
days or else be resigned to hand watering. This is not so bad with 
pots but really is a pain if you have to do it for large beds or, heaven 
forbid, an entire lawn. Not sure about your schedule? Check at 
http://austintexas.gov/department/water-conservation. Spraying 
lawns and beds with liquid seaweed will also help them deal with 
heat and drought.

One of the best defenses against our extreme summers is to 
choose the right plant material. Those pretty Gerber daisies may be 
attractive, but they aren’t going to do as well for you as our native 
Blackfoot or four-nerve daisies. We have many native and naturalized 
species that flourish despite the heat and lack of moisture. I have 
three different colors of Esperanza (yellow, orange, and red bells), 
a spectacular loropetalum (Chinese fringe flower), anacacho orchid 
(tree and bush forms), and my current darlings, two little Pride 
of Barbados that made it through the deep freeze winter and are 
putting on leaves right now. They provide a riot of color from early 
spring all the way through fall. If roses are your thing, check out 
the wide variety of knock-out and antique roses available at most 
locally-owned nurseries. If you want to indulge in annuals, go for 
it. Just be mindful that the bones of your garden should be made 
up of plants you won’t have to buy every year and that are suited to 
the soil, water, light, and spatial conditions in your yard. Unless, of 
course, you really like replanting every year.

Sendera Garden Club meets on the third Wednesday of each 
month. If you would like to join us, please call me at 512-940-8430 
to find out when and where our next meeting will be held.

In the Garden
By Pamela Kurburski

Ladies Night- Friday, May 4th, 7-9PM
Join neighbors to socialize, shop, and enjoy light refreshments. 

Vendors will be available to browse. Please bring your own bottle of 
wine to share, or other beverage.

Dive in Movies are back this summer at the Sendera pool! Come 
early. Movies start at dusk. Bring your 
snacks and chairs.

 June 9th - The Incredibles

 July 14 – Jumanji

       August 11 
- Pirates of the Caribbean

Sendera Recreation News – 
May 2018

By Suzann Vera

Need Help? Find it on 
Nextdoor

Traffic Light Update
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At no time will any source be allowed to use The Sendera Newsletter's contents, or loan 
said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial 
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the 
Sendera Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of the Sendera HOA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, 
Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with 
this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content 
are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except 
as limited to liabilities stated above.
* The Sendera HOA does not endorse any products, services, or goods mentioned 
in the newsletter.

Meet and Greet with the 
Easter Bunny

By Alison Carpenter

Another Sendera Eggstravaganza had kids laughing and scrambling 
for brightly colored eggs on a beautiful spring morning in late March. 
HelloNabr and several sponsors provided food and entertainment for 
this exciting annual event. Families gathered at the park on Sendera 
Mesa Drive for music, a bouncy house, egg hunts, and a visit from 
a VIR (Very Important Rabbit), the Easter Bunny!

A BIG THANK YOU to Suzann Vera for organizing this event 
and to Sharon Boatwright and Hillary Pittman for all the snacks 
and decorations!

HelloNabr put together a gallery of photos that can be found here: 
https://hellonabr.com/nabrhoods/austin/sendera-nabrhood/2018-
sendera-easter-eggstravaganza/. If you are in a picture you do not 
want in the gallery please email Jed@HelloNabr.com and they will 
remove it.
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Make Your Patio 
More Relaxing!

www.UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com  512.791.7453
 

concrete@UrbaneConcreteCoatings.com
F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D

We are your concrete 
coating experts! 

OUR COMPANY: Urbane coatings floor treatments turn blah into beautiful! We use the highest quality 
resin, stain or custom finish to create new floors for our clientele.

OUR EXPERIENCE: Whether the treatment is indoor, outdoor, new or refinished, residential or commercial, 
we’ve been there and done that over the last 15 years!  We’re the epoxy and cement floor coatings experts.

OUR MISSION: We provide the best value, service, consultation and quality solutions.  We have been tried 
and tested and always outperform our competition.  Our work is guaranteed and our quality can’t be beat!

Turn your garage 
into a showroom!
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Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

Texas	Showcase	Roofing	
Award	Winning	Austin	Roofing	Company	

Get	a	new	fully	customized	roof	financed	for	12,	36,	or	60	months	with	No	Interest!	
***With	Approved	Credit***	

A	new	roof	adds	curb	appeal,	resale	value,	energy	efficiency,	and	protection	for	your	home!		
	

	 	
	 	 		
	 	

	
	
	

	 	
	
	

	 	
	

	 	
	
	
	

	
Texas	Showcase	Roofing	is	a	family	owned	&	operated	local	business	with	over	30	years	experience.	We	specialize	in	all	types	
of	roof	systems	whether	you	want	a	basic	roof	or	top	of	the	line	with	fully	customizable	options	such	as	metal	flashings,	
lifetime	pipe	boots,	copper	bird	stops,	or	solar	attic	vents,	etc.	.	No	job	is	too	big	or	small.			

	
“Our	mission	is	to	help	people	restore	and	improve	their	homes	so	they	can	have	peace	of	mind”	

	
Call	512-308-6262	today	for	a	FREE	estimate!		

www.texasshowcaseroofing.com	
	

Award Winning Austin Roofing Company
Get a new fully customized roof financed for 12, 36, or 60 months with No Interest!

***With Approved Credit***
A new roof adds curb appeal, resale value, energy efficiency, and protection for your home!

Texas Showcase Roofing is a family owned & operated local business with over 30 years experience. We specialize in 
all types of roof systems whether you want a basic roof or top of the line with fully customizable options such as metal 

flashings, lifetime pipe boots, copper bird stops, or solar attic vents, etc. . No job is too big or small. 

“Our mission is to help people restore and improve their homes 
so they can have peace of mind”

Call 512-308-6262 today for a FREE estimate! 
www.texasshowcaseroofing.com


