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NATUREWATCH

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Whiptails &

Small to medium-sized slender lizards, whiptails and racerunners
can be distinguished from other lizard species by their generally
granular dorsal (topside) scales, larger rectangular ventral
(underside) scales arranged in transverse rows, long tails, and
forked, snake-like tongues. Additionally, these species belong to
the genus Aspidoscelis, from the Greek aspido or ‘shield’ and skelos
or ‘leg’, relating to their well-developed limbs that enable them
to sprint at rapid speeds. Terrestrial and diurnal, these lizards are
primarily carnivorous or insectivorous, actively foraging for food
while temperatures are warm, and quickly skirting between objects
for cover. Of the 22 species occurring in the southwest, Central
Texas is home to the Common Spotted Whiptail (Aspidoscelis
gularis) and Six-lined Racerunner (Aspidoscelis sexlineata).

The Common Spotted Whiptail has a brownish-green body
with 7 to 8 longitudinal yellowish-white stripes and similarly
colored spots in the margins. Its tail is up to twice the length of
its body, reaching a total length of just about 12 inches. It is found
in prairies, grasslands, rocky hillsides, dense thickets, and canyon
bottoms, often near water. Males are larger than females, having a
red, orange, or pinkish throat and sometimes a blue or light blue
belly. Females have a white or cream-colored underside, and lay 1 to
8 eggs in July, typically in a separate chamber of their underground
burrow, sometimes as deep as 11 inches. These lizards scare easily
and often retreat in a straight line, but can best be viewed from
April through August when their insect prey are most abundant.

Just over 10 inches long, the Six-lined Racerunner has seven
light dorsal stripes with a greenish wash on the head and upper

‘Racerunners

body that fades to brown posteriorly. Males may also have a blue
throat and belly, and juveniles often have more distinct stripes, lack
the green wash, but have a bright blue tail. Females lay clutches
of 1 to 6 eggs from May to August. Associated more with sandy
soils, this lizard can occupy a wide variety of habitats, including
grasslands, riverbanks, floodplains, and juniper woodlands.
Spiders and grasshoppers are their chief prey, and adults actively
forage during the day, but as summer temperatures rise by July,
their activity becomes bimodal, peaking in the morning and late
afternoon to avoid the hottest parts of the day.

Like many lizards, whiptails and racerunners have developed the
ability to allow the tail to break free of the body when grasped by
a predator. Called tail autonomy, this process involves wriggling
the detached tail to distract the predator while the lizard itself is
able to escape. Complex adaptations have evolved to enable the
tail to be released along a series of fracture planes, which usually
occur through weakened vertebrae, and not between them. Most
amazingly, these species also have the ability to regenerate the tail,
albeit slowly, so it can be lost again if necessary.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we'll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch Austin and
Nature Watch Big Bend (published by Texas A&M University

Press), and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Property Tax
Montgomery County Tax .....cccevvveerurrenennn 936-539-7897
Conroe ISD ...coueoiiiiiiiiiiiccncceece 936-709-7751
Montgomery MUD #89 ...........ccccevveeennee 713-932-9011
Police & Fire
Emergency......coeviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccce 911
Montgomery Sheriff ... 936-760-5800
Pct. 3 Constable Office....coveueveruieininicienene. 281-364-4211
S. Montgomery Co. Fire Dept. Non-Emergency......281-363-3473
Montgomery County EMS Non-Emergency ..... 936-441-6243
Crime StOPPErS.....ceuevuiiieieiiiiiiiecieeeeene 713-222-TIPS
Poison Control......c.cceeveeeririeueririceninieinennnes 800-222-1222
Texas DPS ...oovoiiiiiiiiiiceccececece 713-681-1761
Utilities
Electricity (TXU)..coevieerienieeniinicinieniecnnns 800-368-1398
Electricity (TXU New Service) .......ccervevee 281-441-3928
Electricity (Centerpoint) .....c.coceeveevvvererennenes 713-207-2222
Gas (Centerpoine) ...e.eeeererruereeerereruruereneenenes 713-659-2111
Water/Municipal Oper. & Consulting.......... 281-367-5511
Best Trash .o.cc.oveoieiiiniiiiecceece 281-313-2378
Street Light Outages ....c.covveveevveveninierenennee. 713-207-2222
Cable/Internet/Phone... COMCAST............. 713-341-1000
Public Services
Local US Post Office....c.couvvevererveveninierenennees 281-419-7948
Toll Road EZ Tag........cccocucuiuiiiniiiiicicnaes 281-875-3279
Voters Registration.........cccccccevivvviricicicnccnnes 936-539-7843
Vehicle Registration ...........ccccoevvuvieicicuecnnee 281-292-3325
Drivers License Information ........c.occceeeueee. 936-442-2810
Montgomery County Animal Control.......... 936-442-7738
Montgomery Chamber ........c.coovuicenae. 281-367-5777
Conroe ISD.........ccociviiiiiiiiicieece 936-709-7751
Birnham Woods Elementary ..........c.cccoeueuee 281-863-4200
Cox Intermediate .......cecervrverereruerinirieneneenne 281-465-3200
York Junior High ..ccoceveiieinniiniiciine 832-592-8600
Oak Ridge High ..c.ccooveiiiniciiiciicie. 832-592-5300

NEWSLETTER INFO

Editor
Submit Articles......ccooeernieeninnene. legendsranch@peelinc.com
Publisher

Peel, InC.wvvvveeeeeeeenne. www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Advertising........ advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial &
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System
Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. Fully
Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

HOKULIA SHAVE ICE: 3540 Rayford Rd., Spring, TX
77386. Open daily 12-8p starting June (located@HEB Spring
Market Pharmacy entrance). Authentically Hawaiian. Buy 1 Get
1 Shave Ice-equal/lesser value FREE! Now Serving...Hawaiian
Ice Cream! Text aloha32 to 85775 for Specials! Exp 7/31/18.

2 Legends Ranch - July 2018

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.



4

GATEWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
WP Dicover the oy of Belounging

DISCOVER THE JOY OF BELONGING
S J

«<»r
—

..........
............

MONDAY - FRIDAY ~ 6:30AM - 6:00PM

6 WEEKS TO PRE-KINDERGARTEN
FULL TIME & PART TIME PROGRAMS

WEEKLY CHAPEL ~ MUSIC ~ SPANISH ~ COMPUTERS ~ DANCE/GYMNASTICS

KINDERGARTEN TO 4TH GRADE

AFTER-SCHOOL BUS PICK-UP ~ FULL TIME SUMMER CARE
2930 RAYFORD ROAD 281.363.4500 ¢ www.DISCOVERGATEWAY.com
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Patriotic T m’ffe

Ingredients:

1 pkg Jello Instant pudding (prepared according
to directions on the package)

Strawberries
Blueberries
Angel Food Cake
Cool Whip

Directions:

Tear apart about a third of the angel food cake and
put in bottom of a trifle bowl. Cover with about a third
of the vanilla pudding. Next layer the strawberries
and then add a layer of blueberries. Repeat with layer
of cake, pudding, strawberries and blueberries two
times. Top with Cool Whip.

This is a great dessert to take to a Fourth of July
party!

AFEORDABLE SHADE,
PATIOICOVERS, k.=

Affordable Shade.

o, We obtain City Permits,
TDI Windstorm Certification,
and help with HOA Approvals.

Call to schedule a free estimate. g\ _'& :
713-574-4648 wiymmanm 1

#®® Visit our website to view more designs.

,...:AffordableShade.com ’

Custom Patio Covers -

Cedar & Treated Pine Shade Arbors ‘_ L_E
Aluminum Patio Covers & Arbors |
Palapas & Tiki Huts & Screen Rooms im

. = T
Decorative & Structural Concrete L s e

Financing Available* with Payments as Low as $250 W&

*Subject to Credit Approval
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IN A WORLD DOMINATED BY THE TYPICAL, ONE COMMUNITY DARES TO BE ANYTHING BUT.

MIND-BLOWING NEW 2 MINUTES from the AWARD-WINNING Illlw OPEN: NONSTOP EVENTS and

NEW SECTIONS  ON-SITE SCHOOLS ~ GRANDPARKWAY ~ AMENITIES  LAKEHOLCOMB  EXCITEMENT

AGHION-PAGRED!

YOU WON'T BELIEVE

THEF

AWESOME FOR KIDS

FUN FAMILIES ADMITTED

AT IMPERIAL OAKS

31220 Birnham Woods Drive | Spring, Texas 77386
fallsatimperialoaks.com/action
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‘The Ranch Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the Ranch
Review contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns,
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the
private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a primed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

PATIO COVERS | PERGOLAS | CARPORTS | PORTE COCHERES
OUTDOOR KITCHENS | DECORATIVE OUTDOOR FLOORING

CUSTOM PATIO STRUCTURES ’

Committed to Qualty, Value & Service

T - n_
M 832.570.3990 www.custompatiostructures.com %

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN CONSULTATION « 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE

Plant:
e Succulents
*  Container plants

Prune:
* Dead head flowering
plants

e Last chance to cut back
fall blooming perennials
(like aster) that are
setting buds

Fertilize:
*  Bougainvilla with high nitrogen
*  Container annuals

Insects:
*  Watch for aphids and spider mites. It’s easy to spray them
off with a hard blast of water. Be sure to get the undersides
of the leaves.

*  Aphids and other insects can plague crape myrtles and other
trees in summer (“raining trees” are due to the honeydew
secretions). Blast with water hose on regular basis.

Lawn:
*  Keep the lawn mower setting up to high. Keep the roots cool
by leaving the grass long. Don't remove more than 1/3 of the
top at a time. Leave clippings on the lawn to naturally fertilize.

Other tasks:

*  Deeply water new plants. Even if rain comes, check the soil
to 3” deep to make sure their roots have water. A brief shower
doesn’t mean it penetrated to the roots.

Tips:

e Prune herbs often to encourage new growth

*  Avoid over-watering perennials and annuals in hot, humid
conditions. To avoid root rot, check soil moisture. Water
deeply and then let dry out.

GOGI |
GOF

: Sign up to
get this
newsletter
in your

|

:

| |
I 1
| 1
| 1
inbox! Visit |
: peelinc.com :
|

|

|

|

| for details.

|

| -
|

i
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

1 2 3 4 5 5 7 8 9 ACROSS DOWN
1. Food and Agriculture 1. Unit of electric capacitance
T T Organization (abbr.) 2. Sporty car brand
4. Scales 3. Unconcealed
10. Hovercraft 4. Animal stomach
11. Type of phone 5. Crummy
12. Regret 6. Possessive pronoun
13. State capital 7. Welcome rugs
14. Indian weapons 8. Cheese
16. Part of a min. 9.In __ (together)
17. Information 15. Clod
18. Hey! 19. Fall mo.
20. Fire department (abbr.) 21. Divinity
22. Captain (abbr.) 23. Leading
26. Pouch 24. Jaunty
29. Woman in the Old Testament  25. Draw over
31. Absence of values 26. Baby's "ball"
33. Time period 27. After awhile
34. National capital 28.  girl
35. Official canine registry (abbr.) 30. Sew together
36. Pseudonym 32. First day of wk.
37. Change hue
View answers online at www.peelinc.com © 2006. Feature Exchange

PEEL, INC.

WIRED

R-”S i ELECTRICAL SERVICES

SERVICING ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
* Panel Upgrades

* Home Inspections

* TV Install/Mounting
: * Troubleshooting
* Remodeling
* Landscaping Lighting
‘ G H RS * Home Generators
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL  24-7 SERVICE
LICENSED & INSURED

 Take $25.00 Off Your |

‘e

S ordl you comsmaunity naleiioy | Next Service Call
Nichole Tavl FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED
ntaylor@plezlinc:: D 713.467.1125 or 281.897.0001
Ea|es Rebresentative %;_QQmQMaster 100394 -WIrEdESlcom L'JE
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PEEL, INC. SRS,
308 Meadowlark St. South
Lakeway, TX 78734 PAID

PEEL, INC.

Advertising Exposure Tailored Just For Realtors

Advertising Helps Sell Your Listings &

Promote Your Real Estate Company.

Contact A Sales Representative Today

to Make This Space Work For You! PEEL_INC
1-888-687-6444 or www.peelinc.com communityzewsletter;
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