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Is that REAL?

By Rebecca Wolfe Spratlin

There is a lot of confusion about what is real and not real....when
it comes to residential improvements and accessories in homes
that are for sale. For example, is a refrigerator real property or is
it personal property? Well, it depends. If it is built-in as are most
Sub-Zero type refrigerators, it is real property. If it is not built in, it
is personal property.

According to the “One to Four Family Residential Contract

(Resale)” promulgated by the Texas Real Estate Commission, real
property includes improvements and accessories to a home:

IMPROVEMENTS: The house, garage and all other fixtures and
improvements attached to the ...real property, including without
limitation, the following permanently installed and built-in items,

if any: all equipment and appliances, valances, screens, shutters,
awnings, wall-to-wall carpeting, mirrors, ceiling fans, attic fans,
mail boxes, television antennas, mounts and brackets for televisions
and speakers, heating and air-conditioning units, security and
fire detection equipment, wiring, plumbing and lighting fixtures,
chandeliers, water softener system, kitchen equipment, garage door
openers, cleaning equipment, shrubbery, landscaping, outdoor
cooking equipment, and all other property owned by Seller and
attached to...real property.

ACCESSORIES: The following described related accessories, if
any: window air conditioning units, stove, fireplace screens, curtains
and rods, blinds, window shades, draperies and rods, door keys,
mailbox keys, above ground pool, swimming pool equipment and
maintenance accessories, artificial fireplace logs, and controls for:
(i) garage doors, (ii) entry gates, and (iii) other improvements and
accessories.

Sounds pretty clear, right? Actually, there are many grey areas.
For example:
*  Mirrors that are permanently installed (glued or screwed to
walls) are real property, but mirrors that are hung similar to
the way pictures are hung are considered personal property.

*  The brackets that attach televisions and speakers to walls are
considered real property, while the televisions and speakers
themselves are personal property. Any speakers built directly
into a wall or ceiling are real property.

e While built-in fireplace screens are defined as real property,
fireplace tools and andirons are not. This can cause confusion,
as screens, andirons and tools often come as parts of sets.

*  Landscaping includes all plants in the ground which are real
property, while pots and plants within those pots are personal
property. But what about huge pots that would be very hard
to move, ot would damage surrounding landscaping if moved?

* Kitchen equipment is real property and includes any
permanently installed items. It also includes accessories to
stoves, microwaves and refrigerators. It becomes grey when
determining if a pot rack hanging from the ceiling is real or
personal property. The contract is not specific on that item.

*  And most ambiguous is the last line, “(iii) other improvements
and accessories” that leaves things totally up for interpretation.

The reason it is so important to determine whether items are real or
personal, is that according to the sale contract, real property conveys
with the home and personal property does not.

If sellers want to take items that are considered real property, those
items MUST be noted in the contract and agreed upon by the buyers.
For example, if sellers want to take the vintage chandelier in the
dining room when they move, they MUST have that included in the
contract. They cannot decide after the fact that they are taking the
chandelier without going back and obtaining the buyers” approval,
and perhaps some compensation to replace the chandelier and
drawing up an amendment to the contract, signed by both parties.
‘The buyer, however, is under no obligation to agree to allow the seller
to take the chandelier, in which case it must convey with the home.

(Continued on Page 2)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Austin Citywide Information Center. 974-2000 or 311

Emergency Police....cocouvveiiniiiiiinniiiiiiniiiciniieen, 911
Non-emergency Police (coyote sighting, etc.) .......... 311
Social Services (during work hours)..........cccoeeeeee. 211

Wildlife Rescue 24 Hour Hot Line ...... 210-698-1709
APD REP. - Officer Darrell Grayson ..... 512-974-5242
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The HPWBANA Board meets on the first Monday of each
month except December. Please go to HPWBANA. org for our
current meeting location or contact president@HPWBANA.org.

HWPBANA is bordered on the north by 2222, on the south
by 35th St., on the west by Mt. Bonnell Rd., and on the east
by MoPac and by Bull Creek Rd. between Hancock Dr. and
45th St. Mail your membership dues to HPWBANA, PO. Box
26101, Austin, Texas 78755

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the businesses that advertise in the
HPWBANA Newsletter. Their advertising dollars make
it possible for all residents to receive a newsletter at no

charge. No neighborhood association funds are used to
produce or mail the newsletters. If you would like to
support the newsletter by advertising, please contact
Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
PEELinc.com for ad information and pricing.

(Continued from Cover)

In many cases, buyers want the sellers to leave personal property
such as a piece of furniture, a refrigerator, washer and/or dryer that
are not built-in. These items must also be in the contract, or they
are not part of the purchase agreement. As an option, these items
can be purchased outside of the real estate sales contract by using a
conditional bill of sale.

Since many items fall in the grey area, it is most prudent to add
these items to the contract. For example, if sellers want to take their
pots and plants from their yard, or a pot rack from their kitchen, it
is a good idea to include them in the contract as items that will not
convey to the buyers. It is also wise to clearly define which mirrors
will convey, as it is often hard to tell whether mirrors are permanently
installed or temporarily hung, especially in bathrooms. Although the
contract is clear that television and speaker brackets are real property,
it is helpful to clearly define whether or not televisions and speakers
will also convey.

Overall, when there are questions whether items are real or
personal, it is best for buyers and sellers to err on the side of caution
by specifically defining any items sellers want to take with them and
buyers want to have conveyed with the house. This will help the
transaction go smoothly with no misunderstandings. After all, dont
we all want happy endings?

[—

ey

This fire pit came with a propane tank which meant it was PERSONAL
property.... but then it was plumbed with natural gas, and is now REAL property
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ADAM LOEWY
AUSTIN'S GO-TO PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

LOEWY LAW FIRM

HELPING INJURED TEXANS

LoewyFirm.com
(512) 280-0800

Car Crashes | Bicycle Crashes | Drunk Driving Crashes | Child Injuries | Boating Accidents

Motorcycle and ATV Accidents | Slip and Fall Injuries | Other Serious Injuries
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From Part 1 of “Plastics — The Good, The Bad and the Ugly”, it is
clear that plastic products have a valuable place in our lives. Plastics
have replaced natural materials, making our possessions cheaper,
lighter, safer, and stronger. In particular, the increase in bottled water
use is directly related to the desire for healthy living in countries
where there are ongoing concerns about groundwater contamination
and the quality of tap water. Use of bottled water has improved the
health of people where there are these water problems.

THEN, THERE’S THE BAD!

Every minute, a million plastic bottles are bought around the
world. That number will increase another 20% by 2021. Most plastic
bottles used for soft drinks and water are made from polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) and are highly recyclable. However, as their use
soars around the globe, efforts to collect and recycle these bottles and
keep them out of our landfills and oceans are failing. Fewer than
half the plastic bottles purchased globally in 2016 were collected for
recycling and just 7% were turned into new bottles.

In our country, there are many great recycling programs in place
to make plastic recycling effective. Many cities have plastic bag bans.
There are many more recycling collection bins in public places. In the
future, there should be little reason for a plastic bottle to end up in
the ocean. Unfortunately, these programs do not exist everywhere in
the world or even in the United States. We still have a long way to go!

THE UGLY!

There are many countries that cannot provide the recycling of
plastics necessary to make a difference and many countries are so
overwhelmed by the amount of plastic being thrown into the rivers
and streams that it is impossible to get a handle on the situation.
For example, the Pasig River was once a treasured waterway flowing
through downtown Manila, Philippines, into Manila Bay. It's now
listed among the top 10 rivers in the world that carry plastic waste
to the sea. In 1990, the Pasig was declared biologically dead. The
problem is that many of the tributaries that feed this river are
overflowing with plastic waste from poor settlements along its banks.
One of the tributaries is so choked with plastic debris you can walk
across it.

National Geographic Magazine recently published an article on
the plastics crisis. You can read it at: hteps://www.nationalgeographic.
com/magazine/2018/06/plastic-planet-waste-pollution-trash-crisis/.
In chis article, the “UGLY” is quite disturbing.

OUR CHALLENGE AND THE SOLUTION!

There are many challenges to the plastic problem. One of the
solutions begins with you and me. This morning, I found a recyclable
plastic cup in the gutter near my house. With the next rain, that cup

" letirce Recyolel

by Dena Houston

PLASTICS - THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY!
PART 2

would have gone down the street into the storm drain. From there, it
would have gone into the Gulf of Mexico by way of Lady Bird Lake
and the Colorado River. In the Gulf of Mexico, that same plastic
cup would be food for a turtle or a pelican.

I did nothing heroic; I just picked up the cup and put it into my
blue recycling bin. That’s one small step for recycling and one giant
step for the health of the pelican.

MORE THAT WE CAN DO
*  Be more conscientious about placing our plastic bottles and
containers into our blue curbside bins.

*  Take all plastic bags and film wrap to our local plastic
collection bins located at most grocery stores.

e Try to reuse plastic as much as possible.

*  Work with local governments to get more recycling collection
containers in parks and stadiums and other places where lots
of plastics are being used.

Sources

The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/28/a-
million-a-minute-worlds-plastic-bottle-binge-as-dangerous-as-
climate-change

National Geographic magazine https://www.nationalgeographic.
com/magazine/2018/06/plastic-planet-waste-pollution-trash-crisis/

CURBSIDE COMPOSTING ALERT - PROBLEM WITH
CONTAMINATION — GLASS CONTAINERS IN THE GREEN
BIN!

Some residents are placing their food scraps into glass containers
and placing that container in the green bin. DO NOT PUT GLASS
OF ANY KIND INTO THE GREEN CURBSIDE COMPOST

(Continued on Page 6)
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STEINER RANCH ORTHODOMIC

Braces and Aligners by James R. Waters, DDS, MSD, ABO
Diplomate of the American Board of Orthodontics

Summer Ls abmost over, Lt's timee to
get starteol on that beautiful smile!

W@ choose Or. Waters for " your fmm‘@?

Dr. Waters (and only Dr. Waters) at EVERY visit throughout and after treatment.
Dr. Waters is highly trained and an expert in Early treatment, Aligners, and traditional Braces.
Dr. Waters is Fully Board Certified Orthodontist in Orthodontics & Dentofacial Orthopedics
. Dr. Waters was Voted Texas Best Orthodontists in the Texas Monthly Journal 2006-2018.
Dr. Waters has donated over $20,000 YEARLY to local schools, clubs and causes.
Dr. Waters brings 22 years of experience to your neighborhood.
Dr. Waters is conveniently located on 35t street and in Steiner Ranch.

The question isn't w@ choose D, Whters. ..
the question is why choase anmyone e5é?

No Referval needed, Free initial Exam !

Your neiqﬁéoiﬂ or over (7 years

Ce/eémﬁnq 22 years in Dentistry!

Kids should be screened @ age 7.

,o'““ CERT>

Member_ 3 ’\ 4 O\

AVA\@ American i BT > %

Association of o c g =

et Orthodontists, R\ S
‘r"_ 4 L (

My Life. My Smile. My Orthodontist

1814 W. 35" STREET, AUSTIN, X 78703 : |

EXCELLENCE. RIGHTHERE, | 5194516457

' \Nant o www. BRAcEsflusTi.com
Cow?tr[:c:;:! U i ﬁ e \eno™ www.DrJamesWaters.Blogspot.com

Dr. Waters owns his practice and building; he is not a “corporate” controlled doctor”, you will see

Bring this ad in for $125 off any set of new records
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REALTY, LLC

“Rebecca sold our house for us and
we found her to be extremely
hard working and professional,

from showing the house to closing

We have recommended her to friends,

and think she would be a great Realtor for

s

>3

anyone wanting to buy or sell a home.”

Anne anol Rown F.
HPWBANA Neighbors

-~
AP A -
- oz o

A e T

4722 Palisade Drive
Exclusive Cliff Over Lake Austin
3 Bedrooms, 2 Full & 1 Half Bathrooms
2,659 Sq.Ft. ¢ Needs Repairs and Updates
0.23 Acre e Large Shady Back Yard
Offered for $515,000

Rebecca Spratlin, sroker/mea
Cell: 512-694-2191
Rebecca@RebeccaRealtyLLC.com
www.RebeccaRealtyLLC.com

(Continued from Page 4)

BIN! The glass contaminates the compost. The glass goes into a
tumbler with the other compostable materials and is crushed and
then placed in the compost berm to cook for 11 months. At the
end of that time, if the crushed glass is detected, the entire berm is
declared contaminated and can't be used. If the glass is not detected,
the new compost with crushed glass is bagged and sold and becomes
a danger to the consumer. No one wants to put compost in his or
her yard with crushed glass in it.

Please use only compostable plastic bags, newspaper, or paper bags
as containers for food product for curbside composting.

BULK ITEM REMINDER - Any bulk items the City of Austin
picks up go to the landfill. Nothing is recycled. Please check your
items left out after the entrepreneurs come by to be sure nothing
you have left could be placed in your blue recycling cart or given to
a local charity.

QUESTION FROM A READER:

CAN WE RECYCLE SMALL ITEMS LIKE SCREW-ON CAPS
FOR PLASTIC WATER AND MILK BOTTLES? I HAVE BEEN
TOLD THAT PIECES THAT SMALL WILL CREATE PROBLEMS
IN THE INDUSTRIAL SORTING PROCESS. IS ANYTHING
TOO SMALL? This is a great question. Here is the answer from the
Balcones Recycling Facility (where our neighborhood recycling is
processed). Loose plastic caps fall through the gaps on the conveyor
belts in the sorting process and do not get recycled properly. It is
very important to leave the plastic bottle caps attached to the plastic
bottles. This makes it much more likely that they will be recycled
properly. Also, metal lids on glass containers should be separated
from the container. There are powerful magnets that will attract
these lids and put them into the proper recycling stream. Some glass
jars have plastic lids (like French’s Classic Yellow Mustard). Please
leave the lid off a jar like this so that the plastic lid will be combined
with the plastics.

Here is a very informative City of Austin recycling website:
heep://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do

Stay tuned for future tips that will include creative ways to recycle
or reuse. If you have any questions or recycling ideas, please send
them to: recycling@hpwbana.org

G o i Sign up to
GO ' get this

newsletter
in your
| inbox! Visit
:peellnc.com
| for details.
|
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Women’s Collective Giving Group Welcomes New
Members to Power Its Next Round of High-Impact Grants

Impact Austin recently awarded $446,000 to area nonprofits
through high-impact grants powered by the collective giving of 446
women philanthropists in the Austin area. The 2018 Community
Partners whose programs will change the lives of Central Texas youth
and families are Jeremiah Program, CASA of Travis County, Helping
Hand Home for Children, and Communities In Schools of Central
Texas. Each organization received a grant of $111,500.

“For 15 years, the women of Impact Austin have diligently
reviewed more than 1,500 grant applications, made countless site
visits and selected the most qualified and worthy finalists, all before
our members select our newest Community Partners by live vote,”
says Lauren Paver, board president,
Impact Austin. “Our collective
giving has injected close to $6.5
million in grant dollars into the
local community, and we could
not be more proud of our women
members and our Community
Partners who work so tirelessly
serving Central Texas.”

The only membership
requirements for Impact Austin
are to be female and donate $1,250
each year. Impact Austin combines
the annual donations from its
members and awards large grants
each year to local worthy causes
selected by its members. Grant |
applications are accepted in each
of the following areas: community,
education, and health and well-
being. A catalyst grant is awarded

Free Estimates on New A/C Systems
Fast 7-Day A/C Repairs
Energy Audits * Weatherization
Duct Repair & Replacement

Home & Handyman Repairs
Remodels & Additions

Senior Accessibility Upgrades
Painting / Staining
Drywall & Popcorn Removal
Decks & Fences / Install & Repairs

1 “We have been keeping Austin comfortable
for over 40 years.”- The Yamin Family

to organizations to improve their infrastructure and sustainability.

Girls Giving Grants (g3), the youth initiative of Impact Austin,
recently awarded its largest grant in its history, $8,200, to Foster
Angels of Central Texas. g3’s 2017-2018 class was comprised of 82
young women in grades 8 — 12, from 18 area schools, who each
donated $100 to create a meaningful grant that the group awarded to
a Central Texas nonprofit of their choice. g3 is a model of collective
giving designed by Impact Austin to educate and engage young
philanthropists.

Both groups are open for membership. To learn more about Impact

Austin and Girls Giving Grants, visit www.impactaustin.org.

TACL #B5235C

K :
BBE.
E=H

A-PLUS AIR CONDITIONING & HOME SOLUTIONS

Cooling - Heating - Home Repairs - Remodels

512.450.1980 ¢ www.AplusAC.com

S$20 off

ANY A/C Repair or
Handyman Service!

Cannot be combined with other offers.
Check our website for additional coupons & discounts.

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.
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Head Lice

Head lice can become a problem brought home from summer
camp or during the school year. These insects are small, tan to gray,
and wingless. Eggs, also called nits, are glued to the hair shaft near
the scalp. Nits are dark in color undil they have hatched and turn
white. It takes 7-11 days for eggs to hatch. Females lay 3-5 eggs each
day and live from 7-10 days.

Head lice reside on the hairy part of the head. If they drop off, they
only live for about 2 days. They are incapable of surviving on pets
and are not known to transmit any diseases from person to person.

Several states, including Texas, now have what are being called
“super lice”. Essentially these lice are resistant to pesticides commonly
found in over the counter lice treatments. If you are using an over
the counter treatment for lice and they are not dying, then you need
to see a physician. Doctors are able to prescribe other treatments
that can kill the lice.

To manage lice:

1. Use an effective treatment. Head louse shampoos contain
insecticides so they must be used properly and with care.
Wash the infested person’s hair in a sink or basin so insecticide
does not come into contact with other parts of the body. The
person shampooing should wear rubber gloves. Do NOT
use off label products such as flea & tick shampoo, other
insecticides, or gasoline. Only treat the infested person(s),
but check everyone in the household.

2. Hair combing is an extremely important step in controlling
head lice. Shampoos may not kill all eggs, so thorough
combing can help remove eggs from the hair shaft. Wet hair
and use a special metal louse comb to comb through small
sections of hair. Remove debris from the comb with a tissue
and place it in a plastic bag that can be sealed and disposed of
when you are finished combing through all hair. Hair should
be combed daily until no more lice or nits are found.

3. Clothingand bedding of the infested person should be washed
in hot, soapy water at the same time as the treatment. If items
cannot be washed, try dry cleaning. For items that cannot be
laundered, place them in a sealed plastic bag in the freezer
for at least 24 hours.

4. I¢s important to contact anyone your child has had close
contact with to let them know of the head louse infestation.
This can help everyone manage the problem at the same time
so there is less chance of reinfestation occurring.

For more information or help with identification, contact Wizzie
Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program Specialist at
512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com

This work is supported by Crops Protection and Pest Management
Competitive Grants Program [grant no. 2017-70006-27188 /project
accession no. 1013905] from the USDA National Institute of Food
and Agriculture.

The information given herein is for educational purposes only.
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service or the Texas
A&M Agrilife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M Agril ife Extension Service provides equal access
in its programs, activities, education and employment, without regard
to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic
information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity.

TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION

Our sitters make every day feel like summer camp.

From summer camp to team sports to fun at the waterpark, you'll have
peace-of-mind while your kids have a fabulous time.

Three FREE Sitter Hours

Requires new customers complete family set-up process
with College Sitters. Use promo code HP 3 Free.

Austin Metro | 512.372.8385 | collegesitters.com

% COLLEGE sitters
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AAUW-Austin: Changing
the Climate for Women and ®
Girls in Central Texas!

Community members are invited to AAUW-Austin’s Summer
Social on Sunday, August 26th from 2 to 4 at Congregation Beth
Israel, 3901 Shoal Creek Blvd, Austin, 78756. After another long,
hot summer, it’s a welcomed treat to come together to enjoy ice-cold
pink lemonade, nibbles, and good conversation. Prospective members
are invited to join us to learn more about AAUW-Austin (American

Association of University Women - https://austin-tx.aauw.net/).

Anyone with an associate degree or higher is invited to join as
a member for the 2018-19 year. Our public policy team, STEM

committee, program

commitice, and Please remember to pick
varlety oI 1nterest

groups will share \ ’ up after your pets and

their plans for the

coming year at our “Scoop the poop”

annual kick-off empowering women since 1THA1

celebration.

Nogf”

W

Sign up today at www.NWLL-Austin.org
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the HPWBANA Newsletter
contents, or loan said contents, to others in any way, shape or form, nor
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written
or expressed permission from the HPWBANA and Peel, Inc. The information
in the HPWBANA Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of HPWBANA
Neighborhood residents only.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

*The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR

* Water Pressure Problems
* Sewer & Drain Service
¢ Fiber Optic Drain
Line Inspections
* Free Estimates

- BCp—
¢ Satisfaction Guaranteed > ) '

Steve Brougher =
512.276.7476 T

2605 Buell Ave 34,

Master License: M-39722

}

ENJOY IN-OFFICE OR
AT-HOME WHITENING
WITH &LO!

—a——1>

EXPERIENCE THE
EASIEST WAY
TO STRAIGHTEN
YOUR SMILE WITH

GET THAT

BACK TO SCHOOL
SMILE! A

INVISALICGN!

SHOAL CREEK DENTAL CARE
8015 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 120
512.453.8181
www.shoalcreekdental.com
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SHOAL CREEK CONSERVANCY RELEASES DRAFT
SHOAL CREEK TRAIL: VISION TO ACTION PLAN

Plan lays the groundwork for a continuous 13-mile pathway along Shoal Creek

Shoal Creek Conservancy released the draft Shoal Creek Trail:
Vision to Action Plan (“Trail Plan”), which lays the foundation for
implementing major improvements to the existing 3.9 mile Shoal
Creck Trail, extending the Trail by nearly 9 miles, and connecting
it to the Walnut Creek Trail north of Highway 183. Ultimately, the
extended Shoal Creek Trail will become part of a 30-mile continuous
“Big Loop” of urban trails traversing the city from Lady Bird Lake to
Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park (see map on next page).

“As our city continues to grow, Austinites increasingly want practical
alternative transportation options and green places of respite,” said
Joanna Wolaver, Shoal Creck Conservancy Executive Director.
“The Shoal Creek Trail will serve both as a cycling and pedestrian
thoroughfare and as a revitalizing setting where families can enjoy
the Creek and enjoy nature.”

The City of Austin Public Works Department (PWD), the
Conservancy’s chief partner in crafting the Trail Plan, has adopted the
Plan as a framework to guide future Trail improvements. “It is with
great pleasure that the Public Works Department accepts the Shoal
Creck Trail: Vision to Action Plan as a guiding document for trail
projects along the Shoal Creek corridor,” said Janae Spence, Urban
Trails Program Manager with PWD.

The Conservancy, in partnership with PWD and McCann Adams
Studio, led a yearlong public process to guide development of the
Plan. The Conservancy hosted three public workshops for over 230
community members during 2017 to share information and collect
input on the proposed Plan.

In addition to general public input, two advisory entities provided
guidance on Plan development: a Community Advisory Group (CAG)
comprised of representatives from over 70 stakeholder organizations
and businesses, and a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) including
representatives from over 10 City departments and other public
entities with an interest in Shoal Creek. In addition to PWD, key
TAG entities included the City of Austin Watershed Protection,
Transportation, and Parks & Recreation Departments. “We are
excited to work towards implementing the transformative vision
of this plan brought forward with broad community support,” said
Laura Dierenfield, Active Transportation Program Manager with the
Transportation Department.

Michael L. Personett, Watershed Protection Department Interim
Manager, also expressed support on behalf of his department: “The
Watershed Protection Department is excited to continue working with
Shoal Creek Conservancy and other City departments to implement
the Shoal Creek Trail: Vision to Action Plan. Our department strives
to improve the urban environment by promoting public use and
enjoyment of Austin’s creeks. Through thoughtful, environmentally-

sensitive design, trails can be successfully integrated along waterways
and will help foster a deeper appreciation of these unique resources
by connecting people with nature.”

The CAG, TAG, and members of the public identified and ranked
five projects for priority implementation. In order of importance,
these projects include:

1. Shoal Creck Blvd.: Re-striping of Shoal Creek Boulevard, from
West 38th Street to Foster Lane, to create a two-way protected
bicycle lane and a wider sidewalk, where space is available, on
the western edge of the street.

2. Wayfinding & Interpretation: Creation and implementation
of an Interpretive and Wayfinding Master Plan for the entire
Shoal Creek Trail Corridor.

3. Safety Gaps: Addressing key connectivity and safety gaps along
the route, including the bicycle/pedestrian crossings at West
34th and West 38th streets, and the intersection of West 45th
Street and Shoal Creek Boulevard.

4.  Cypress & Shoal: Creation of a public plaza at the intersection
of Shoal Creek and 3rd Street, which will involve construction
of abicycle/pedestrian underpass at 3rd Street, and repurposing
the nearly century-old railroad trestle bridge as a scenic
overlook.

5. 5th to 6th Streets Trail: Implementing Trail improvements
between West 5th Street and West 6th Street, including
installation of a formal Trail access point adjacent to the West
6th Street Bridge.

Over the next several months, Shoal Creek Conservancy and the
Public Works Department will give informational presentations
on the Plan to City Council and to City boards and commissions.
A schedule of upcoming presentations can be found at www.
shoalcreekconservancy.org/trailplan. Ultimately, the Public Works
Department will work to incorporate the Plan as an amendment to the
City’s Urban Trails Plan (UTP) during the UTP’s next revision process.

Members of the public are encouraged to view the draft Plan and
provide input at www.shoalcreekconservancy.org/trailplan. Public
feedback will be collected through July 31, 2018.

Shoal Creek Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that
champions the 13-square-mile Shoal Creek watershed and the creek
and trail running through it. The Conservancy engages in thoughtful
public-private partnerships, leads fun and meaningful educational
programming, and spearheads on-the-ground improvements
that make Shoal Creek and the Shoal Creek Trail safer, more
accessible, and more inspiring places to be. Learn more at www.
shoalcreckconservancy.org,.
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