
Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc. Fair Oaks Gazette - September 2018     1

FAIR OAKS RANCH

Volume 8 Issue 9

NEWS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF FAIR OAKS R ANCH

September 2018

(Continued on Page 3)

FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK...
SEPTEMBER 2018

TxDOT Construction at IH10 and Fair Oaks Parkway
We have received a number of calls about the construction work 

going on at IH10 and the Parkway. Many of the calls have to do with 
problems of motorists going toward San Antonio on the access road 
on the Fair Oaks Ranch side of IH10 trying to take a left turn onto 
the Parkway and hitting the island curb.

The short answer to most of the questions is that the construction 
is not complete yet and the lane configuration in place is temporary 
at this point. The design configuration calls for the access road from 
Fair Oaks Parkway to Scenic Loop to be a one way road going toward 
Boerne on the Fair Oaks Ranch side as TxDOT begins working the 
next piece of construction on IH10. The island in the center of the 
Parkway at the intersection is not designed to support left hand turns 
onto the Parkway because in the future you will not be able to take a 
left hand turn onto the Parkway from that access road.

Additionally, the right hand turn onto the Parkway by Frost Bank 
was not fully opened yet the last time I went through there. By the 
time you read this publication, it may be fully opened. Let’s give the 
TxDOT folks time to finish their project before we start complaining.

Budgeting and Taxing
I wrote a lengthy article about this last month. Rather than reproduce 

the lengthiest part of last month’s Gazette, I am planning to reproduce 
that part on our website so residents can see the explanation.

On August 13th we held two Town Hall meetings about the 
budget: one at 9:30 a.m. and the other at 6:30 p.m. We had good 
discussions of the proposed budget at these meetings and received 
favorable comments on the thoroughness of the presentation both at 
the meeting and, subsequently, on some social media posts.

One of the real “eye openers” for most attendees was a chart 
demonstrating the differences between how we fund our budget vs. 
most Texas cities. We have chosen to be a “bedroom community” with 

little commercial activity. This results in 69% of our total General 
Fund revenue coming from property taxes vs. a more typical 37% in 
an average Texas city. Boerne, by way of comparison, generates a little 
less than 30% of their total revenue from property taxes with almost 
31% of their revenue coming from sales tax.

I encourage those of you who did not attend these meetings to go 
to our city’s website to see the presentation. I appreciate the work 
done by all of our staff in putting together the budget information 
and especially the work done by our City Manager and Finance 
Department in creating this very informative presentation.

At the August 16th regular Council meeting at 6:30 p.m., Council 
took the first legally required step in adopting a budget and tax rate. We 
proposed, by record vote (council members called on to vote individually 
by the City Secretary), a tax rate of $.36678 per $100 of assessed value and 
set September 6th at 9:30 a.m. and September 13th at 6:30 p.m. as dates 
for the proposed budget and tax rate public hearings and September 20th 
at 6:30 p.m. as the adoption date for the budget and tax rate.

Summarizing this action, there will be three legally required 
meetings regarding the 2018-19 budget:

• A public hearing on the budget and tax rate on September 6th 
at 9:30 a.m.,

• A 2nd public hearing on the budget and tax rate and the first 
reading of a Budget Ordinance on September 13th at 6:30 p.m. and

• A 2nd reading of a Budget Ordinance on September 20th at 
6:30 p.m. As the name implies, the public hearings are designed 
to receive formal public commentary.

The proposed tax rate is an increase of $0.0373 per $100. For the 
average Fair Oaks Ranch home valued at $484,049, this translates to an 
increase of $181 for the year or $15 monthly. The budget presentation 
on our website presents detailed information on the strategic initiatives 
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 Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 
or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
20th of the month prior to the issue.

ADVERTISING INFO

EMERGENCIES NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ................................................................. 911
Fire .................................................................................... 911
Ambulance ........................................................................ 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department ..................210-698-0990
Animal Control .................................................210-698-0990
SCHOOLS
Boerne ISD ...............................................www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary .............................210-698-1616
UTILITIES
Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling .....210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone ............................................800-464-7928
CPSEnergy ....................................(new service) 210-353-2222
  ...............................(service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357
Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water ......................210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone .............................800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-op ..................................888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable .........................................210-244-0500
OTHER
United States Post Office
 607 E. Blanco. Rd. - Boerne, TX ...................830-249-2414
  ........................ (delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
 5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX ..........210-641-0248

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

(Continued from Cover)
we are funding with this proposed increase.

Foundational Studies Work and Stakeholder Involvements – 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning

Since I last reported to you on this topic, Council met on June 21st 
at a Regular Council Meeting and approved the 2nd reading of an 
Ordinance adopting the Comprehensive Plan update, original zoning 
districts (boundaries), and zoning regulations for each district.

The adopted ordinance was filed with the City Secretary and we have 
posted future land use maps and zoning maps in City Hall and on the 
City’s website. We have also done the required posting in The Boerne Star.

Solicitation Questions
We have had a few more solicitors in the community than usual 

lately and that has generated some calls. Solicitors are required to 
be permitted by the city. Our ordinance allows you to post a “No 
Soliciting” sign and requires the solicitor to honor it. If they knock 
on your door, it is acceptable to ask to see their permit and some form 
of identification. If you do not wish to have a discussion with them, 
you can tell them that and ask them to leave. If they do not comply, 
please call the non-emergency number for the police department (830) 
816-3194 or (830) 249-8645 and ask for assistance.

Since we are heading into the November mid-terms, here are a few 
comments on political campaigning. Political campaigners are excluded 
from the definition of “solicitor” in our current solicitation ordinance 
unless they are seeking donations or selling goods to raise money. 
Candidates and their campaign supporters are not required to register 
or get a solicitor’s permit to do their campaigning. As an experienced 
campaigner, I will tell you that a simple “I’m not interested” is usually 
enough to end the conversation if you do not want to hear their pitch. 
Candidates don’t make points by antagonizing voters.

30th Anniversary Celebration
Our city is 30 years old this year. Please mark your calendars for 

September 29th, for a huge family event at Fair Oaks Ranch Country 
Club to celebrate this occasion. We are planning a fun run, parade, food 
services, vendor booths, special play for kids, musical entertainment, 
and possibly a fireworks show. Additional information regarding this 
event can be accessed on the city’s webpage.

K-9 Officer Buddy already earning his keep
Officer Buddy has already been instrumental in completing some 

drug busts. We are delighted that this new addition to our police force 
is already increasing our effectiveness.

designs for  
new construction, additions 

& remodeling

john travis / architect
26026 Serenity Ridge, San Antonio, TX  78258

ph: (210) 481-3022 cell: (210) 683-3834
jtravis2@satx.rr.com

(Continued on Page 4)
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SHAW
construction services

S h a w C o n s t r u c t i o n S e r v i c e s . c o m

361.549.7485
ryankscs@gmail.com

Serving Boerne, Fair Oaks, & 
Northwest San Antonio

custom homes & garages
custom additions

kitchen & bath
Concrete Driveways

barndominiums
painting

Celebrating Chief Scott Rubin’s 20 years of service
At our August 16th council meeting, we recognized Police Chief 

Scott Rubin for 20 years of service as the Chief of Police
 to our city. His officers planned both a special plaque and an informal 

recognition of some of his more entertaining accomplishments. Scott 
took it all in good humor. We celebrate and appreciate the many 
contributions Chief Rubin has made to our city.

Welcoming Debbie Landrum – Municipal Court Administrator
It was also our pleasure to swear in Debbie Landrum as our new 

Municipal Court Administrator at the July 19th council meeting. Debbie 
comes to us with decades of experience in this career path. Debbie was 
also a very good sport in dealing with all the attention Buddy got since 
she was sworn in second! Welcome to The Ranch, Debbie.

National Night Out
National Night Out will be held on Tuesday, October 2nd. I look 

forward to riding with our police department and visiting you in 
your neighborhoods. This is a great way to make connections with 
the neighbors and is a lot of fun too.

Special Life Saving Recognition
At our August 16th Council meeting we recognized Officers Riley 

Gobeil and Allen Paz and residents Ms. Taylor Baliff, Mrs. Laura Davis, 
Dr. Rachel Gravel, and Mrs. Melissa Srp for their lifesaving efforts at 

the Country Club tennis courts on July 26th. We applaud the efforts 
of our police officers and the EMT technicians who are always subject 
to stepping up in times of crisis. The efforts of the residents involved in 
this reflected favorably on them and on the planning of organizations 
associated with them. The BISD CPR training prepared a high schooler 
to help and the Club’s staff training and having defibrillator equipment 
available were instrumental in saving a life which we understand would 
likely have been lost without their rapid response.

Property Tax Servicing
As a quick reminder, the City Council approved signing an Interlocal 

Services Agreement for Tax Assessment and Collection Services with 
Bexar County. By the time you read this we will have had some Town 
Halls with Mr. Albert Uresti and his staff from the Bexar County Tax 
Office. This tax office has more tools available for the taxpayers including 
multiple payment plans. Our residents who reside in Bexar County will 
now receive only one tax bill. Residents in Kendall County, like Dedie 
and me, will get two tax bills where we had previously been getting one. 
Comal County residents will get one bill from Comal County and one 
from Bexar County Tax Office.

Resident Volunteers/City Staffers at Work
Following are some updates on the work being done by volunteers 

and city staffers:
• Our city Facebook page is continuing to attract readers. We 

(Continued from Page 3)
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The City created a Wildlife Education Committee (WEC) in April 

2016, composed of volunteer citizens from the community, to increase 
awareness and understanding of not only the deer, but all wildlife in 
our community. Through education, observation and appropriate 
actions, the committee's goal is to enhance our ability to enjoy and 
coexist with the wildlife that makes our city special. The WEC's next 
big event is the City's 30th Anniversary Celebration on September 
29. We will have educational activities for children provided by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, a display of photographs submitted for the photo 
contest and informational resources. WEC members will be on hand 
throughout the day to answer your questions. We will also plan to host 
an educational event at FOR Elementary school in October to launch 
a new “hands on” nature room for the students.
Some of the initiatives the committee has undertaken include:
★ Events:

♦ Pig Out on the Ranch (Feral Hog Educational Event);
♦ Presentation on the City Monarch Butterfly Gardens;
♦ Presentation by Ortiz Game Management on Feral Hogs;
♦ Texas Parks and Wildlife presentations on – Deer Fawning, 
Antlers and Rut and Plant Life best suited for our Wildlife.

★ Feral Hogs: Monitoring and trapping of feral hogs for a period, 
 leading to a reduction in the hog population by 90% (based on 
 trapping rates) in a currently undeveloped area of the city.
★ Education:

♦ Coordination with Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary wildlife education 
efforts, including an annual donation to student programs
♦ Presentations at Homeowners’ Association Meetings

★ Resources:
♦ Establishment of a link on the City website to provide an on-line 
library of wildlife information, including a full summary of all 
prior deer surveys conducted by the city for over 15 years.
♦ News articles in Local Publications
♦ Development of informational brochures for new residents

★ Signage to increase citizen awareness during RUT and Fawning season
In future quarterly issues of this newsletter, we will bring you 

educational information based on wildlife sightings in the city that we 
hear about or see in social media, stories of encounters with wildlife by 
our citizens, notification of any upcoming WEC educational events and 
events from outside the city that may be of interest to our community.

If you have a question for the committee or if you have had an encounter 
with Wildlife in our City that you think would be of interest, please email 
the details and a picture if you have it to wec@fairoaksranchtx.org.

If you would like information on the history of deer surveys, tips for 
living with wildlife and links to resources, please visit this link on the 
city website: http://www.fairoaksranchtx.org/160/Wildlife-Education

If you find an injured animal that does not appear to be able to move 
on its own, call Animal Control at (830) 816-3194 or (830) 249-8645. 
F.O.R. Animal Control will respond Monday through Friday from 
8:00AM - 5:00PM. To answer calls after hours, weekends or holidays, 
please contact Dispatch at the non-emergency numbers listed above 
and a Fair Oaks Ranch Police Officer, will respond.

NOTES FROM THE WEC:

Does 
Newsletter 
Advertising 

Work?

Does 
Newsletter 
Advertising 

Work?
IT JUST DID!

To Reach Your 
Community Today Call

To Reach Your 
Community Today Call

www.peelinc.comwww.peelinc.com
512.263.9181
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www.dominioncrossingvet.com 
(210) 963-6117 

Michelle Shaw, DVM 

"We Make Math Make Sense" 
1ST–12TH GRADE • ENRICHMENT • TEST PREP • HOMEWORK HELP 

“They’re awesome here!  They truly 
care for you and most importantly 
your pet!  Very happy with Dr. Shaw 
and her staff….” 

“I just moved from CA and 
was lucky enough to find this 
gem. I had my dog Molly 
spayed and got her teeth 
cleaned yesterday.  They did 
an amazing job.” 

“Dr Shaw was great, very 
patient and answered all 
my questions. I am so glad 
to have found a wonderful 
vet for my cat.” 

UpMarketSA.com 

@UpMarketSA.com 

Home Décor 

& 

Gift Emporium 

210.698.7774 
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 Cooking and preparing food at home is a healthy way to improve 
your diet. When it comes time to replenish your food supply, here 
are some simple steps to become a strategic grocery shopper.

You likely have heard the recommendation to "shop the perimeter" 
at your grocery store. That is because there is more fresh produce, lean 
meats and wholesome dairy foods found on the outer aisles of the 
store and more processed, packaged, and less healthful food in the 
inner aisles. However, the middle aisles also have some good options, 
especially when it comes to frozen and canned foods. The caveat here 
is that frozen and canned foods are not all healthy and you’ll want 
to avoid the high salt convenience foods in these sections. The other 
caveat is that you need to guard yourself against putting some of those 
other tasty convenience foods that you might see in the middle aisles 
into your basket. Notwithstanding that, the freezer aisle can be an easy 
source of prepared veggies and fruit to augment your produce intake. 
Plain flash frozen fruits and vegetables are a great way to get year-round 
produce. Look for frozen berries, which are great for protein shakes, 
and frozen bagged vegetables and legumes, all of which freeze very well. 
Most frozen vegetables have been harvested in their peak season and 
then immediately flash frozen, which locks in the maximum nutrition 
and flavor. With respect to canned vegetables, if you’re concerned about 
sodium (the salt content), rinsing these products in water can reduce 
the sodium content by a significant 30%.

Name brand food companies pay a premium price to be at 
eye level on the grocery store shelf. Frequently, you’re paying the 
premium for exactly the same foods you can find on the lower 
shelves. The lower shelves are where generic versions of foods are 
found, which have similar quality standards with less cost.

 We're lucky to live in an area of plenty where most foods are available 
year round. However, when you purchase local produce in season, 
you will save money and those items will taste better because they are 
fresher. They also have less of a carbon footprint, because they were not 
shipped around the world. This practice supports our local farmers.

You likely get your local grocery store’s weekly specials flyer in 
the mail. Take a look at your supermarket’s offerings because using 
the flyer is a great way to help plan your meals. Many larger stores 
also have their specials online or offer online coupons, so you can 
simplify your meal planning by using the flyer as your grocery store 
guide and save money, as well as add some variety to your meals.

 Grocery shopping when you are hungry is a recipe for disaster! It 
leads to impulse buys and less healthful food selections. Always shop 
from a thoughtfully planned-out grocery list. Shopping with a list helps 
you stay on track and makes you more likely to buy healthier selections.

If you really dislike grocery shopping or you don’t want to be 
tempted with making bad purchases, you don’t have to go to the 
store nowadays. Online apps, and services can help save you time. 
As well, shopping from home means you can quickly see what foods 
you have on hand, select the ingredients you absolutely need and let 
someone else do the shopping for you. Now, that’s strategic!

Submitted by Dr. Jane Riley, Ed.D., M.S., B.A., 
Certified Personal Trainer and Nutritionist

Strategic Grocery Shopping The Hill Country Pregnancy 
Care Center Announces New Staff
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He just accepted  
a package at 
his front door. 

GVTC connectHome® SkyBell® takes your home  
security to an entirely new level of reassurance. 

* If possible, as a courtesy GVTC will install one doorbell if the customer has an existing functioning non-wireless door bell. Doorbell installed in the same location as existing doorbell. SkyBell® is compatible with mechanical and digital door 
chimes. Wireless door chimes not supported. **Offer is available to new subscribers to GVTC’s security service. Internet service and WiFi connection in the home required for installation. Security service requires a three-year contract for 
service. Not all existing home systems and sensors are compatible with GVTC connectHome. Other charges may apply. Services described will be provided by either Guadalupe Valley Telephone Cooperative, Inc., d/b/a GVTC or its wholly 
owned subsidiary, Guadalupe Valley Communications Systems LP, d/b/a GVCS. License B-03287. Price excludes applicable taxes, surcharges & fees. Installation fee will apply. Other restrictions may apply. Service subject to terms and 
conditions published from time to time at gvtc.com/support/policies-terms-conditions. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Protect what’s important with GVTC connectHome® SkyBell®. 
Keep an eye on your home. Arm or disarm your system. See, 
hear and speak to visitors at your door. Receive perimeter 
breach alerts and video clips of package deliveries. And do 
it all from anywhere in the world. It’s peace of mind through 
the latest home security technology. 

To take control of your home security call 
800.367.4882 or visit gvtc.com/connecthome

  3495
per 

month

$ *
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible 
for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher 
also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All 
warranties and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the 
advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except 
as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not 
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape 
or form, nwor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or 
etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel, Inc.

(Continued from Page 4)

currently have 1,127 people following our page. For those of you who 
are Facebook fans you can find us at City of Fair Oaks Ranch, TX. 
Our page is used for sharing information about the city, but it is not 
a public forum. The page is monitored and objectionable or off topic 
material will be removed.

Bible Looking for Its Owner
A few weeks ago, a young man found a Bible near the intersection of 

Silver Spur and Ralph Fair Road. He asked in the Las Cruces restaurant 
if they knew some way to try to get it returned. The restaurant staff 
pointed me out as the mayor so he delivered it to City Hall.

From the inscriptions inside, this book was presented to a young 
woman named Barbara Del Vecchio by her mother at Christmas in 
1956. I placed calls to a couple of local churches hoping to find the 
owner, but no luck so far. If any of you can help return this book to 
its owner, I have it in my office at City Hall.

We are all getting back in the swing of the school year. Please drive 
carefully around both Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary and the new Van 
Raub Elementary.My best to all of you,

   Garry Manitzas | Mayor – Fair Oaks Ranch

The Third Annual BOERNE PADDLE BATTLE @ 
BOERNE LAKE. BOERNE PADDLE BATTLE is a fun & 
charitable event for all experience levels - whether you're a 
beginner or a seasoned racer. All ages and paddle craft are 
welcomed and encouraged! This is a family-friendly event for 
all to enjoy. From the Fun 5K to the Elite 10K race, spectators 
will be able to cheer their competitors on as the races take 
place at beautiful Boerne City Lake. Awards, food trucks, 
drinks, vendors, live music, raffle and more will follow the 
race at Random Beer Garden. Bring the entire family for a 
wonderful day of racing, fun, food, & drink.

Email info@hillcountrypaddlesports.com 
or call 210-842-4057 for details.

Saturday, September 15, 2018 8:00am
1 City Lake Rd

Boerne City Lake 
and Random Beer Garden

Boerne, TX 78006

BOERNE 
PADDLE BATTLE
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• Custom Jewelry (CAD/CAM) 

in time for Christmas   -      
Order now

• Insurance Appraisals
• Watch & Jewelry Repairs 

•We Buy & Sell - Gold, Silver                         

210.493.4301

Reznikov’s Fine Jewelry

Investments

Appraisals

Fine Jewelry

& Diamonds

21715 IH 10 W #106
SHOPS @ DOMINION CROSSING

San Antonio, 78257
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CONTACT THE WAGNER TEAM TODAY FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

Your Local Real Estate Team

#1 In Fair Oaks Ranch for 18 Years

agnerTHE

TEAM

WAGNERTEAMREALTY.COMDAVE WAGNER
210.862.7616
TRAVIS WAGNER
210.323.1346

HUNTER WAGNER
210.852.5462

STEPHANIE FARGO
623.203.3825


