
Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc. The Ladera Bulletin - October 2018     1

The Ladera Bulletin

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 10

We Are Surrounded by History
Contributed by Andrea Willott

Did you know that one of the pioneers of this area still has many 
ancestors here? Did you know that that pioneer family’s cemetery 
is in Flaconhead?

The Beck-Spillman Family Cemetery was established when Colonel 
Joseph Beck died 99 years ago on October 22, 1919. Colonel Beck 
and his wife Mathilde came from Germany during the year 1873 
to settle in Bee Cave, Texas. This is the same year the first Buffalo 
soldiers were posted in Texas and before our beautiful state capitol 
was built here in Austin. The Becks raised their family on the land 
which they homesteaded consisting of 640 acres. 

Lydia, the daughter of Joseph and Mathilde Beck married Otto 
Spillman in 1912. They operated the cotton gin located on Hamilton 
Pool Road.

Henry Spillman, the son of Otto and Lydia Spillman, with his wife 
Bernice and together with their family, operated the 640-acre ranch 
until 1983. That ranch is now Lake Travis High School and soccer 
fields, Falconhead Golf Course, Falconhead and Falconhead West, 
among a few other establishments on the east side of RR 620. The 
family still owns several acres of the original ranch.

We can sometimes forget about those who bravely came to this 
part of Texas when there were still Native Americans hunting and 
fishing here. When these early pioneers had to find clean water to 
drink and hunt and fish or grow their food. No HEB.

In this busy world we live in it is easy to forget, or not even notice, 
the land around us. I was privileged to talk with the great- great - 
great grandson of Colonel Beck. He still lives in Bee Cave on part 
of the original homestead. His stories were fascinating as he told me 
how they farmed and raised cattle, how as a boy he would ride his 
bike on a two-lane small road called RR620. He would ride up to 
where Lake Travis High School is now located and coast all the way 
home without ever seeing any type of vehicle. He is a proud Texan 
and family man and I feel so lucky to have had the opportunity to 
visit with him.

One final note, that family cemetery is located within a small 
enclave of cottage homes called Spillman Ridge right off Falconhead 

Boulevard. Kids, you might think history is just a boring book you 
study in school, but if you take the time and look up from your 
digital devices, you will feel the history all around you.

Thursday, October 4, 2018
9:00 am

Conference call-in number:
712-775-8979, Code: 739389

Place of Meeting:
FirstService Residential Offices

7 Lakeway Centre Drive, Suite 102
Lakeway, Texas
512-266-6771

Residents may attend, but need to submit questions prior to 
the meeting to Stuart Jones, stuart.jones@fsresidential.com

National Night Out is designed to: Heighten crime and drug 
prevention awareness. Generate support for, and participation in, 
local anti-crime programs. Strengthen neighborhood spirit and 
police-community partnerships.

Ladera will have a national night out on Saturday, October 
13th! It will be held in the cul-d-sac at the top of Tordera Blvd 
from 6-8 pm. Food will be provided by P. Terry’s and members 
of the Bee Cave police department and the Travis County fire 
department will be there to meet and greet you!

Ladera National Night Out

Ladera HOA 
Quarterly Meeting
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LADERA HOA CONTACTS
President, Steve Schmidt .....................................512-762-5073
 .................................................................pres@ladera-hoa.org
Management, Stuart Jones ...................... 512-266-6771 x34503
......................................................stuart.jones@fsresidential.com

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY ................................................................... 911
Fire ...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance .......................................................................... 911
Police Department ..............................................512-314-7590
Sheriff – Non-Emergency ....................................512-974-0845
Travis County ESD No.6/Lake Travis Fire Rescue
 Administration Office ......................................512-266-2533
Travis County Animal Control ............................512-972-6060

SCHOOLS
Bee Cave Elementary ...........................................512-533-6250
Lake Travis ISD ...................................................512-533-6000
Lake Travis High School ......................................512-533-6100
Lake Travis Middle School...................................512-533-6200
Lake Travis Elementary ........................................512-533-6300
Lake Pointe Elementary .......................................512-533-6500

UTILITIES
Austin Energy  .....................................................512-322-9100
Texas Gas Service
 Custom Service .............................................1-800-700-2443
 Emergencies .....................................................512-370-8609
 Call Before You Dig .........................................512-472-2822
AT&T
 New Service ..................................................1-800-464-7928
 Repair ...........................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing ...........................................................1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
 Customer Service .............................................512-485-5555
 Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
Austin/Travis County Hazardous Waste ..............512-974-4343

OTHER NUMBERS
Bee Cave City Hall ..............................................512-767-6600
Bee Cave Library .................................................512-767-6620
Municipal Court .................................................512-767-6630
Lake Travis Postal Office ......................................512-263-2458
Baylor Scott and White Medical Center ..............512-571-5000
City of Bee Cave .................................................512-767-6613

NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. .............................................................512-263-9181
Editor ................................................................. Andrea Willott
  .................................................................sec@ladera-hoa.org
Advertising ..........................................advertising@peelinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

GOVERNMENT AND SAFETY:

City of Bee Cave................................www.beecavetexas.org
Travis County Sheriff..................................www.tcsheriif.org
Animal Control............................www.traviscountytx.gov/  

health-human-services/animal-control
UTILITIES:

Water...........................................................www.wtcpua.org
Trash..................................................www.texasdisposal.com
Electric...............................................www.austinenergy.com
Gas...............................................https://texasgasservice.com

NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORKING SITES:

www.laderahoa.org
www.nextdoor.com
www.facebook.com

join the following groups on Facebook:
Ladera, Bee Cave

Monty’s Bee Cave Buzz
Bee Cave Bee

Ladera HOA Bee Cave

HELPFUL AND 
INFORMATIVE WEBSITES

Personal attention. Great rates. Call today!

HELPING YOU DEAL  
WITH LIFE’S CURVEBALLS 
SINCE 1928.

512.814.4981
Kelly Nugen
Your Local Agent

5329 SERENE HILLS DR # 204
AUSTIN, TX  78738 
KNUGEN@FARMERSAGENT.COM 
https://agents.farmers.com/knugen
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October Landscaping Tips

Plant annual flowers and ornamental plants. So many cool-
season annuals can be planted this month — pansies, violas, 
snapdragons, alyssum, dusty miller, calendulas, poppies and 
nasturtiums are great choices. If your area is having a bit of an 
Indian summer with higher temperatures, be sure to hold off 
another week until things cool off a bit. 

Use annuals and other ornamental plants, like cabbage and kale, 
in containers as well as in the fronts of your beds and borders as 
slower-growing accents.

Maintain trees, shrubs and perennials. Look around to see if 
any of your mature trees or shrubs are showing signs of demise 
from lack of water or extreme heat — it often takes a full year to 
see the damage. If any of your larger plants are on the downslide, 
take the opportunity now to remove them and replant. The same 
goes for your perennials, as fall is the perfect time to get them in 
the ground. Try salvias, columbine, yarrow and esperanza as well 
as ornamental grasses.

Use ground covers. Ground covers are important for erosion 
control, as a low-growing accent in the front of a border or as 
a way to compensate for grass that will not grow under a shade 

tree. Choose Asian jasmine, lamb's ears, Mondo grass, liriope, 
ajuga or periwinkle. Be sure you know which ground covers like 
sunny sites and which ones prefer shadier conditions, and you'll 
be rewarded with lush growth and good coverage.

Table for 8 is a fun and exciting way to connect with 
neighbors from Ladera in a casual and relaxed atmosphere! 
Couples of all ages are welcome. We had our kick off in 
August and will meet monthly thereafter through December. 
Dining groups will change monthly, so you'll always get to 
know someone new.  The menus are already selected each 
month. We'll gather in groups of 8 at the Host's house.  
Come join us and learn to cook something new, expand your 
palate and meet neighbors!  Call or email Mattie Nickelatti 
at 512-809-1663, Mattie530@gmail.com or Kim Battle at 
512-638-0038, BattleIsMyName.o@gmail.com.

Table for 8
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October 23, 2015
6:30 - 8 P. M.

ANNUAL
FALL
FESTIVAL

The Children's Center of Austin
is hosting their Fall Festival

Come join us for
LIVE MUSIC,

COSTUME CONTEST,
SILENT AUCTION.
We will have Food
and tons of FUN!!

WESTLAKE 
8100 Bee Caves Rd 
Austin, TX 78746 
512.329.6633

www.childrenscenterofaustin.com

The Children’s Center of Austin 
is hosting their Fall Festival

October 26th from 6:30 - 8:30 PM

COME JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC, 
COSTUME CONTEST, SILENT 

AUCTION. WE WILL HAVE FOOD 
AND TONS OF FUN!

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

Ladies of Ladera, come to happy hour from 5pm-
7pm the first Wednesday of each month. Contact 

Charlotte Parker at charlotte.parker@ymail.com for 
questions and/or to get on the email distribution list.

Ladera Ladies Happy 
Hour First Wednesday of 

Each Month

The Rainbow Room is a 247 resource center 
located in the Child Protective Services office 
where caseworkers can gather new and essential 
items needed for the kids in their caseload whose 
lives are in crisis. The Rainbow Room is in constant 
need of brand new items for the more than 700 
children it serves each month.

Click on donate items on our homepage 
www.partnershipsforchildren.org

Items Needed:  
• diapers/pull ups 
 (all sizes)
• baby wipes
• shampoo/body 

wash
• rash cream
• bottles
• sippy cups
• pacifiers
• onesies
• pack ‘n’ plays
• car seats
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by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Fall celebrations like Halloween and Harvest Day are fun times 
for children, who can dress up in costumes, enjoy parties, and eat 
yummy treats. These celebrations also provide a chance to give out 
healthy snacks, get physical activity, and focus on safety.

Check out these tips to help make the festivities fun and safe for 
trick-or-treaters and party guests.

Going trick-or-treating?
•	 Swords, knives, and other costume accessories should be short, 

soft, and flexible.

•	 Avoid trick-or-treating alone. Walk in groups or with a trusted 
adult.

•	 Fasten reflective tape to costumes and bags to help drivers 
see you.

•	 Examine all treats for choking hazards and tampering before 
eating them. Limit the amount of treats you eat.

•	 Hold a flashlight while trick-or-treating to help you see and 
others see you. WALK and don’t run from house to house.

•	 Always test make-up in a small area first. Remove it before 
bedtime to prevent possible skin and eye irritation.

•	 Look both ways before crossing the street. Use crosswalks 
wherever possible.

•	 Lower your risk for serious eye injury by not wearing 
decorative contact lenses.

•	 Only walk on sidewalks whenever possible, or on the far edge 
of the road facing traffic to stay safe.

•	 Wear well-fitting masks, costumes, and shoes to avoid blocked 
vision, trips, and falls.

•	 Eat only factory-wrapped treats. Avoid eating homemade 
treats made by strangers.

•	 Enter homes only if you’re with a trusted adult. Only visit 
well-lit houses. Never accept rides from strangers.

•	 Never walk near lit candles or luminaries. Be sure to wear 
flame-resistant costumes.

Expecting trick-or-treaters or party 
guests??

Follow these tips to help make the festivities fun and safe for 
everyone:

•	 Provide healthier treats for trick-or-treaters such as low-
calorie treats and drinks. For guests, offer a variety of fruits 
and vegetables.

Halloween Health and Safety Tips
•	 Use party games and trick-or-treat time as an opportunity for 

kids to get their daily dose of 60 minutes of physical activity.

•	 Be sure walking areas and stairs are well-lit and free of obstacles 
that could cause someone to fall.

•	 Keep candle-lit jack o’lanterns and luminaries away from 
doorsteps, walkways, landings, and curtains. Place them on 
sturdy tables, keep them out of the reach of pets and small 
children, and never leave them unattended.

•	 Remind drivers to watch out for trick-or-treaters and to drive 
safely.
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At no time will any source be allowed to use the Ladera Bulletin contents, or loan said 
contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, 
e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, 
or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of 
law without written or expressed permission from the Ladera Homeowners Association 
and Peel Inc. The information in the Ladera Bulletin is exclusively for the private use 
of Ladera residents only.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, 
Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by 
others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with 
this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content 
are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure 
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except 
as limited to liabilities stated above.

There is nothing more beautiful than 
someone who goes out of their way to 

make life beautiful for others.

Partners in Hope connects one person’s gifts and talents 
with another person’s needs and equips the Lake Travis 

community to serve through the lens of ministry. Contact 
Matt Peacock at mattbp61@gmail.com to get involved.

www.partnersinhopelaketravis.org

“55 Plus Seminar Series” to 
Educate Austin Older Adult 

Homeowners
The truth. It's what Austin homeowners want concerning later-in-

life housing issues like: The Truth About Selling As-Is, and Living, 
Dying & Leaving a Legacy.

These topics, along with others, will be presented in the upcoming 
55 Plus Seminar Series as 90-minute monthly educational seminars 
continue into June at Laura Bush Community Library. Adults 55+, 
seniors, and caregivers are invited to attend the free “55 Plus Seminar 
Series” to learn the actual facts about issues related to home ownership 
and post-retirement downsizing in the Austin area. 

There are a lot of myths out there about what you must or “should” 
do in order to sell your home. The myths are perpetuated by shows 
on television featuring real estate agents with pearly white teeth and 
selling tiny homes for 2 million dollars. Real estate agents further 
confuse the issue because they advertise homes as “totally remodeled” 
and make it seem as though these homes are the only ones available.

During this 90-minute panel presentation, we will discuss the pro’s 
and con’s of fixing up a home to sell, as well as the pitfalls and benefits 
to selling ‘as-is.”

Here are just a few of the questions that will be answered: What is 
necessary to sell a home in the Austin City metropolitan area? What 
does ’as-is’ really mean and does it make financial sense to sell that 
way? How do I know if an as-is cash offer is a fair offer?

This series of candid conversations and expert panel discussions 
about the unique and often complex issues facing long-time 
homeowners is to be moderated by Cyndi Cummings CSHP, SRES, 
CSA, considered a leading authority on issues related to downsizing, 
later-life relocation and (55+) senior living solutions in Austin. As a 
Certified Senior Housing Professional, Cyndi Cummings has made 
it her mission to educate and guide both consumers and professionals 
on best practices related to post-retirement living.

“Understanding whether staying in your current home or making 
a move would be better for you, requires information from trusted 
resources,” said Cummings. “Many seniors have no idea what is 
available to them, how much it will cost, or the process for making 
all the pieces fit together. We want to give them helpful information, 
introduce them to information that can help to answer their 
questions. Beyond helping with immediate needs, our intention is 
give individuals and families the both direction and confidence so they 
feel empowered when the time comes to make a major life decision.” 

The 55 plus Seminar Series continues with “Selling As-Is” on 
October 23rd and Living, “Dying & Leaving a Legacy” on November 
27th. The remaining calendar is located at www.55plusseminarseries.
com.

There is no cost to attend for those age 55 or older. Reservations can be 
made by calling 512-937-2772 or online at www.55plusseminarseries.
com. Space is limited and pre-registration is required.
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pre-season

Wednesday-Friday

Saturday

Tuesday

Thursday-Saturday

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday-Saturday

LTHS

LTHS

LTHS

Pearland, Texas

Westwood

LTHS

New Braunfels, Texas

Two-A-Days

9:00

2:00

TBD

6:30

4:30

TBD

Two-A-Days

10:00

12:00

---

5:30

3:30

TBD

Two-A-Days

10:00

2:00

---

5:30

3:30

TBD

Two-A-Days

10:00

12:00

---

6:30

2:30

TBD

August 1st-3rd

August 4th

August 7th

August 9th-11th

August 13th

August 14th

August 16th-18th

Tryouts Begin

**Scrimmings (LT, Drip, Rouse & Westwood)

**Antonian

Texas Volleyball Invitational (Varsity Only)

Westwood

**Churchill

Fraulen Festival Tournament (Varsity Only)

DAY SITE VARSITY JV 9TH BLACK 9TH REDDATE OPPONENT

DAY SITE VARSITY JV 9TH BLACK 9TH REDDATE OPPONENT

Tuesday

Thursday-Saturday

Tuesday

Thursday-Saturday

Friday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday

Friday

Saturday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday

Friday

Tuesday

LTHS

Leander, Texas

LTHS

DSHS/DSMS

LTHS

Lehman

Hays

LTHS

Bowie

LTHS

LTHS

LTHS

Anderson

Austin High

Del Valle

LTHS

LTHS

Westlake

LTHS

Ann Richards

Akins

6:30

TBD

6:30

Practice

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

Practice

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

5:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

7:30

6:30

5:30

TBD

5:30

TBD

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

TBD

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

6:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

6:30

5:30

5:30

TBD

5:30

TBD

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

TBD

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

5:30

---

5:30

6:30

TBD

6:30

TBD

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

TBD

---

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

6:30

5:30

6:30

August 21st

August 23rd-25th

August 28th

August 30 & Sept 1st

August 31st

September 4th

September 7th

September 11th

September 14th

September 15th

September 18th

September 21st

September 25th

September 28th

October 2nd

October 5th

October 9th

October 12th

October 16th

October 19th

October 23rd

**Anderson

VolleyPalooza Tournament (Varsity Only)

**Austin High

Dripping Springs Sub-Varsity Tournament

**Del Valle

Lehman

Hays

**Westlake (Staff Appreciation)

Bowie

**LT Invitational Sub-Varsity Tournament

**Ann Richards (LTYA & Little Sister Night)

**Akins

Anderson

Austin High

Del Valle

**Lehman (Homecoming)

**Hays (Dig for the Cure) (Middle School Night)

Westlake

**Bowie (Senior & Kardivas Night)

Ann Richards

Akins

district -season

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Monday-Tuesday

Thursday-Friday

Monday-Tuesday

Friday-Saturday

Wednesday-Saturday

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

GARLAND

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

October 29th & 30th

November 1st-3rd

November 5th-6th

November 9th-10th

November 14th-17th

UIL Bi-District Playoffs

UIL Area Playoffs

UIL Regional Quarterfinals

UIL Regional Tournament

UIL State Tournament

DAY SITE VARSITY JV 9TH BLACK 9TH REDDATE OPPONENT

post -season  playoffs

lake travis volleyball
2018 schedule
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1921 LOHMANS CROSSING STE 100
Austin, Texas 78734
713.825.4737
williamgattis@kw.com Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Hello Neighbor! 

You should expect something different from your Realtor®, and 
I will provide that for you!

As a Keller Williams agent I have access to an unprecedented 
advantage  … the ZeroPlus loan from Keller Mortgage.  
Offered exclusively on transactions completed with Keller 
Williams, this program will benefit you whether you are buying or 
selling. 

It is a win-win for you as a client of Keller Williams.  A buyer 
can save thousands of dollars with NO lender fees and a 
$1000 credit at closing on any loan exceeding $150,000.   As 
a seller, the availability of this program makes your home more 
desirable to prospective buyers. 

Please call, text or email to find out how the ZeroPlus 
advantage can work for you.

Bill Gattis
KW Realty Lake Travis
713.825.4737
williamgattis@kw.com

Your neighbor first … 
your REALTOR® when you need one

"There is no season when 
such pleasant and sunny 
spots may be lighted on, 
and produce so pleasant an 
effect on the feelings, as 
now in October."  
-  Nathaniel Hawthorne 


