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Magical 
Winter 
Lights

November, 16, 2018 at 5PM
The 2018 Magical Winter Lights will return to Houston for its fourth year to Gulf Greyhound 

Park this winter from November 16, 2018 to January 6, 2019 including Thanksgiving, Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s Day. 

The 52-day festival is one of the largest holiday lighting events in Houston, and the largest 
lantern festival of its kind in the U.S.Magical Winter Lights will showcase more impressive and 
creative lantern sets than its previous years and will also include a Holiday Market Square where 
guests will have a chance to explore the festival food court and shopping areas. Guests will have 
plenty of photo opportunities with appearances by the Ice Sisters and Santa Claus. There will be 
nightly acrobatic performances included in admission, authentic arts and crafts created by skilled 
Chinese artisans (dates TBD), amusement rides and games, and an expanded dinosaur exhibit 
complete with dinosaur rides.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Property Tax
	 Montgomery County Tax.............................936-539-7897
	 Conroe ISD..................................................936-709-7751
	 Montgomery MUD #89 ..............................713-932-9011

Police & Fire
	 Emergency.................................................................... 911
	 Montgomery Sheriff ....................................936-760-5800
	 Pct. 3 Constable Office.................................281-364-4211
	 S. Montgomery Co. Fire Dept. Non-Emergency.......281-363-3473
	 Montgomery County EMS Non-Emergency...... 936-441-6243
	 Crime Stoppers.............................................713-222-TIPS	
	 Poison Control.............................................800-222-1222
	 Texas DPS....................................................713-681-1761

Utilities
	 Electricity (TXU)..........................................800-368-1398
	 Electricity (TXU New Service).....................281-441-3928
	 Electricity (Centerpoint)...............................713-207-2222
	 Gas (Centerpoint).........................................713-659-2111
	 Water/Municipal Oper. & Consulting..........281-367-5511	
	 Best Trash.....................................................281-313-2378	
	 Street Light Outages.....................................713-207-2222
	 Cable/Internet/Phone...COMCAST.............713-341-1000

Public Services
	 Local US Post Office.....................................281-419-7948
	 Toll Road EZ Tag..........................................281-875-3279
	 Voters Registration........................................936-539-7843
	 Vehicle Registration......................................281-292-3325
	 Drivers License Information.........................936-442-2810
	 Montgomery County Animal Control..........936-442-7738
	 Montgomery Chamber ................................281-367-5777

Conroe ISD.....................................................936-709-7751
	 Birnham Woods Elementary.........................281-863-4200
	 Cox Intermediate .........................................281-465-3200 	
	 York Junior High .........................................832-592-8600
	 Oak Ridge High ..........................................832-592-5300

NEWSLETTER INFO
Editor
Submit Articles.............................. legendsranch@peelinc.com
Publisher
	 Peel, Inc........................ www.PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444
	 Advertising........advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

3 Fun Activities To Do with 
Your Family This Thanksgiving

by MarLee Berry, texashillcountry.com/lifestyle

The turkey and trimmings have all been devoured and put away, but 
your family is here to stay for at least a few more hours. Right about 
now you might be thinking it is time to succumb to the usual post-
Thanksgiving feast food coma or lay around the living room watching 
football. However, it may be a rare event when family members all 
come together, making this the most opportune time to participate in 
a few fun activities instead of just watching the back of your eyelids.

If you are stumped for ideas that can get both the young and the young 
at heart involved, then look no further than these three amusing activities 
that are sure to be remembered for many Thanksgivings to come.

1. Share Your Favorite Thanksgiving Memory

Over the years, your family has probably made some wonderful 
Thanksgiving memories and this activity is the perfect way to get 
everyone talking. Old Uncle Hank may dig in his heels if you expect 
him to do too much on a full stomach, but he probably won’t pass up a 
chance to share his thoughts with an attentive audience. Start with the 
oldest family member and work your way down through the generations. 
For added fun, after someone shares a story see if everyone can recount 
all the tales told up to that point. As a final touch, be sure to get your 
video camera out to record the whole scene. A few years from now it will 
be nice to listen to Grandma reminisce about her childhood memories.

2. Play a Game of “Who Am I?”

There are different ways to go about playing this game, but however 
you choose to do it, this activity is a great way to get your family moving 
while creating hilarious Thanksgiving memories. Here are two ways 
you can choose to play:

•	 Write the name of each family member on a sticky note. Then, 
mix them up and place the sticky notes on everyone’s forehead, 
making sure no one receives their own name. See who can guess 
their identity the fastest by asking questions that can only be 
answered with a simple “yes” or “no.”

•	 This version is much like charades, except you only use the 
names of your fellow family members. After writing everyone’s 
name on a slip of paper, mix them up and draw them one by 
one out of a jar. You can split up into teams, or keep individual 
scores. Everyone takes a turn pretending to be another relative. 
Remember, no talking!

3. Start a Backyard Game

Now that everyone has gotten warmed up, it is time to move outside 
if the weather permits. Whether you channel your inner Houston 
Astro in a game of baseball, or take the football off the screen and into 
the backyard, the focus is less on winning and more on spending time 
together. If needed, nominate an elderly family member to keep score 
but don’t leave them out of the fun, after all, Grandma’s touchdown 
dance may just become a treasured Thanksgiving Day recollection.
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2930 RAYFORD ROAD 281.363.4500 • www.DISCOVERGATEWAY.com

DISCOVER THE JOY OF BELONGING

Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study: 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday Worship Service: 6:45 p.m.
Nursery provided for all services

Relaxed Family Atmosphere • Contemporary Worship Music
Children’s Ministry • AWANA Children’s Club • Active Student Ministry

College & Careers Ministry • Licensed Childcare Center • Preschool/Nursery Ministry
Senior Adult Ministry • Spanish Ministry • Women’s & Men’s Ministry
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This simple homemade stuffing is perfect for weeknight dinners 
or the holidays!

Author: Liz Fourez, lovegrowswild.com

INGREDIENTS
•	 1 pound firm white bread, cut into 1-inch cubes
•	 2 tablespoons unsalted butter
•	 2 cups onion, finely diced
•	 2 cups celery, finely diced
•	 2½ cups low-sodium chicken broth, divided
•	 ¼ cup fresh parsley, chopped
•	 2 teaspoons poultry seasoning
•	 ½ teaspoon salt
•	 ½ teaspoon black pepper
•	 2 large eggs

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 250ºF. Place the bread cubes in a single layer on 

baking sheets and bake for 1 hour, stirring occasionally. Set aside 
and allow the bread to cool.

Melt the butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Add the 

onion and celery 
and cook for 10 
minutes, stirring 
occasionally, until 
the vegetables are 
tender and almost 
g o l d e n .  S c r a p e 
the vegetables and 
butter into an extra 
large bowl and add 
the cooled bread 
c u b e s ,  p a r s l e y, 
poultry seasoning, salt, pepper and 1¼ cup of the chicken broth. In 
a small bowl, whisk the 2 eggs and the remaining 1¼ cup chicken 
broth until combined and pour into the bowl of stuffing. Gently 
mix the stuffing until all the ingredients are completely combined 
and place in a buttered 13x9-inch baking dish. Cover the dish with 
foil and bake for 30 minutes. Then remove the foil and bake for 
another 25-35 minutes until the center is set and the top is golden 
brown and crisp.
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5 Ways to Honor Your Local Veterans on Veterans Day
by Crystal Galde

While most of us are quick to post on social media, fly an American 
flag, or offer a quick handshake to a local servicemember on Veterans 
Day, many are unsure how to show our full appreciation for their 
service and sacrifice.

Below are five ways to truly honor veterans this Veterans Day:

1. Volunteer Your Time

There are hundreds of volunteer organizations that work both 
directly and indirectly with veterans. Turn your appreciation into 
action by offering your time and energy to any one of these noble 
causes. Contact your local VFW or American Legion to see what 
upcoming events may be in need of volunteers. Offer assistance to 
a local elderly or disabled vet, or volunteer a few hours to a local 
veteran-owned business. Whatever your skill, put it to use in your 
community by helping out the veterans closest to you. Visit texvet.
com/volunteer to search for opportunities available in your area.

2. Donate Your Dollars

If you’re short on time, making a monetary donation is another 
great way to show support. There are many organizations that offer 
various forms of aid and assistance to our country’s servicemen 
and women. For instance, Homes for Our Troops builds specially-

equipped homes for injured servicemembers. Navy-Marine Corps 
Relief Society offers financial assistance and scholarships. The Gary 
Sinise Foundation creates and supports unique programs specifically 
for veterans. There are countless organizations dedicated to improving 
the lives of American veterans, and they can only continue to do so 
with the financial support of grateful citizens like you.

3. Take Time to Listen

Taking time to have a real conversation with your neighbor seems 
to be a lost art in today’s virtual world! Veterans have a wealth of 
knowledge and interesting stories to share for those willing to listen. 
Of course, not every veteran will be willing to share the details of 
his or her time in the service, but many enjoy reminiscing and 
sharing their unique perspective. Rather than simply thanking them 
for serving their country, take a moment to open up a meaningful 
dialogue about their military service and how it has shaped their 
views on life and liberty.

4. Stay Informed

How much do you really know about how our country’s military 
works? What is the status of current legislation regarding today’s 
active-duty troops and veterans? Which political leaders have a 
military background? Many people have little more than basic 
knowledge of America’s armed forces. One of the best ways to show 
your appreciation is to take the time to understand exactly what role 
the military plays in today’s world. Arm yourself with knowledge by 
reading (and verifying) information about the military’s mission and 
its history, and always exercise your rights by voting for people and 
policies that support veterans.

5. Pay it Forward

The service of veterans is the cornerstone on which American 
freedom stands. It is important to appreciate both the rights and 
responsibilities of being an American and to work together to ensure 
that veterans’ sacrifices are not in vain. Honor a veteran this Veterans 
Day by being a good citizen, a good neighbor, and a good friend. Even 
the smallest good deed can go a long way towards making America 
a better place for everyone.
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3 Ways To Better Manage the Time You Spend on Social Media

by MarLee Berry, texashillcountry.com/lifestyle

In recent years, the use of social media platforms around the 
world has skyrocketed. With the click of a button or the swipe of a 
screen, you can be connected to friends and family across the world. 
Technological advances in the last decade have enabled us to keep 
abreast of current events, celebrity lifestyles, and just about any other 
subject you can imagine, all with the use of one little device.

However, as amazing as this technology is, it has the potential to 
distract us from accomplishing our goals. In fact, during a study 
conducted by Dscout, individuals touched their phones an average 
of 2,617 times per day. All these touches culminated into an average 
time of just over two hours spent on a smartphone for the typical user.

If you are one of those who finds yourself constantly fighting the 
urge to check your phone or update social media, do not worry. There 
are a number of ways to increase your productivity and manage the 
time you spend plugged-into your favorite apps. Here, we have listed 
three tools that will have you setting aside time for the important 
things sooner rather than later.

1. The BreakFree App

A great way to see if you are spending too much time on your 
phone is by tracking your app usage. The BreakFree app, created 
for both Apple and Android operating systems, is a great way to 
accomplish this. According to Inc.com, this app not only tells you 
everytime you unlock your phone, it breaks down the entirety of 
your screen interaction each day. Additionally, the app sums it all 
up neatly in an overall “addiction score” so that you can keep track 
of your improvement.

2. The RescueTime App

According to RescueTime’s website, this app has a variety of 
features that can help you track and manage your social media 
habits. A blocking aspect denies access to any website you select and 
an overall productivity score lets you know if your newfound time 
management skills are paying off.

The lite version of this handy tool is completely free and allows 
you to track the time you spend on the worldwide web. However, 
RescueTime’s blocking feature only comes in its premium version 
which can be purchased for $9 per month. This app is available for 
computers and mobile devices

3. The Moment App

To conclude this list of helpful tools, the Moment app includes 
many of the same features previously mentioned in descriptions 
for other apps. However, Moment does have a sub-entity labeled 
Moment Family, which enables you to control the browsing and 
usage habits of your entire family depending on what in-app 
purchases you decide to make. Its description notes this app is great 
for accountability purposes, as family members can track other’s 
goals and usage amounts.

Currently, Moment and Moment Family are only available for 
iPhones. However, you can sign-up to receive notifications when it 
is available for Androids as well.

In many ways, technology has made our lives much easier, but 
it is important to recognize the possible dangers of spending too 
much time glued to a screen. Hopefully, these three tools will help 
you increase your productivity and will free up time for you to do 
things you truly enjoy!

Please remember to 
pick up after your pets 
and “scoop the poop”
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RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System Service, 
Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. Fully Insured. License 
# 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.
HOKULIA SHAVE ICE AUTHENTIC HAWAIIAN: 50 
flavors imported from Hawaii with 100% Pure Cane Sugar, sugar-
free available. Now Serving Hawaiian Super Premium Ice Cream 
with Hawaiian ingredients. Bring this in for 1 FREE Scoop of Ice 
Cream! Exp 11/30/2018. Coupon must be presented. 3540 Rayford 
Rd Spring, 77386. www.facebook.com/hokuliaspringtx www.
hokuliashaveice.com

7 1 3 - 5 7 4 - 4 6 4 8
Af ford abl e Sh a d e. c om
Visit our website to view more designs.

Call to schedule a free estimate.

We obtain City Permits, 
TDI Windstorm Certification, 
and help with HOA Approvals.

Financing Available* with Payments as Low as $250
*Subject to Credit Approval

Custom Patio Covers
Cedar & Treated Pine Shade Arbors
Aluminum Patio Covers & Arbors

Palapas & Tiki Huts & Screen Rooms
Decorative & Structural Concrete

Creating Comfort for Outdoor Living...
with Affordable Shade.

AFFORDABLE SHADE
PATIO COVERS

Tabletop Turkey Craft from the 
Editors at Parenting.com

1.	 Paint a paper cup brown. Turn the cup upside down and glue 
a pom-pom to the top of the cup for the head.

2.	 Cut nine 4-inch leaf shapes from different colors of 
construction paper. Fold a 1-inch-square piece of orange 
construction paper in half; cut a triangle shape out of the 
folded paper for the beak. Using a 2-inch square of red paper 
folded in half, cut a heart shape to create the turkey's wattle.

3.	 Glue the beak and 
wattle to the pom-pom. 
Add googly eyes. Glue 
on the “feathers.”

Needed:
•	 1" Pom Poms 
•	  9" x 12" Construction 

Paper, Assorted Colors
•	 Assorted Wiggle Eyes
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Ranch Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the Ranch 
Review contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the 
private use of Peel, Inc. 

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN CONSULTATION • 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE 

PATIO COVERS | PERGOLAS | CARPORTS | PORTE COCHÈRES 
OUTDOOR KITCHENS | DECORATIVE OUTDOOR FLOORING

www.custompatiostructures.com832.570.3990

C U S T O M   PAT I O   S T R U C T U R E S
Committed to Qualty, Value & Service

NOT AVAILABLE 
ONLINE
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Attention KIDS: Send Us Your Masterpiece!

LR

Color the drawing below and mail the finished artwork to us at:
Peel, Inc. - Kids Club, 308 Meadowlark St, Lakeway, TX 78734-4717

We will select the top few and post their artwork on our Facebook Page - Facebook.com/PeelInc.
DUE: November 30th

Be sure to include the following so we 
can let you know!

Name: 
_______________________________

(first name, last initial)

Age:________________
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