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The Official Newsletter of the
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POST

Residents are encouraged to attend and observe association board 
meetings. If you’d like to bring an issue to the board’s attention, 
you’re welcome to speak during the homeowner forum—a time set 
aside just for you. So that everyone who attends has an opportunity 
for a meaningful exchange with the board, we ask that you observe 
the following guidelines: 

•	 Although we’re all neighbors, this is a corporate business 
meeting. Please behave accordingly. 

•	 If you’d like to address the board, please sign in when you 
arrive. You will be called in the order you entered. This allows 
the board to contact you if we need further information and 
to report back to you with an answer.

•	 The homeowner forum is an exchange of ideas, not a gripe 
session. If you’re bringing a problem to our attention, we’d 
like to hear your ideas for a solution too.

•	 To keep the meeting businesslike, please refrain from speaking 
if you’re particularly upset about an issue. Consider speaking 
later, speaking privately with a board member, or putting 
your concerns in writing and e-mailing them to the board.

•	 Only one person may speak at a time. Please respect others’ 
opinions by remaining silent and still when someone else 
has the floor.

•	 Each person will be allowed to speak no more than five 
minutes. Please respect the volunteers’ time by limiting your 
remarks. 

•	 If you need more than five minutes, please put your comments 
in writing. Include background information, causes, 
circumstances, desired solutions and other considerations 
you believe are important. The board will make your written 
summary an agenda item at the next meeting.

Holiday Bazaar and 
Pictures with Santa

Guidelines for the Homeowner Forum
We may not be able to resolve your concerns on the spot, and we 

will not argue or debate an issue with you during the homeowner 
forum. We usually need to discuss and vote on the issue first. But we 
will answer you before—or at—the next board meeting. 

Saturday December 8th from 1PM – 4PM
Plum Creek Community Center

Arts & Crafts - Food - Holiday Decor - Hot 
Cocoa - Gifts - Fun for Kids

(Bring your own camera so you can take your 

precious pictures with you)
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PLUM CREEK HOA MANAGER
 Adriane Carbajal .............plumcreekmanager@goodwintx.com

PLUM CREEK POST AND WEEKLY ENEWS
 Melody Stein ................................... pcoffice@goodwintx.com

COMMUNITY CENTER RESERVATION QUESTIONS
 Melody Stein ................................... pcoffice@goodwintx.com

DOG PARK COMMITTEE
 (Open)....................plumcreekdogparkcommittee@gmail.com

COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE TEAM
 Karen Mitchell..........plumcreekcomplianceassistance@gmail.com

LAKE/PARK COMMITTEE
 Linda Campbell  .....................................................................   
  .............................. plumcreeklakeparkcommittee@gmail.com

GARDEN COMMITTEE
 Sandra Gonzalez........plumcreekgardencommittee@gmail.com

POOL COMMITTEE
 Scott Brown & Amy Canaan ..................................................   
  .....................................plumcreekpoolcommittee@gmail.com

RECREATION COMMITTEE
 Jennifer Crosby .......................................................................   
  ............................ plumcreekrecreationcommittee@gmail.com

SAFETY & NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH COMMITTEE
 Tim McHutchion........ .plumcreeksafetycommittee@gmail.com 
WELCOME COMMITTEE
 Arcelia & Gary Gibbs .............................................................   
  ..............................plumcreekwelcomecommittee@gmail.com

HOA OFFICE PHONE ...................................512.262.1140

PLUM CREEK HOA WEBSITE: .www.plumcreektxhoa.com

Committee Contacts

STREET LIGHTS, ROAD REPAIRS, STREET SIGNS
 City of Kyle Public Works Dept ..................... 512.262.3024 
  ...............................................................pw@cityofkyle.com

TRI SHIELD SECURITY ..............................512-486-9955

ANIMAL CONTROL
 City of Kyle Animal Control  ......................... 512.268.8800

SOLID WASTE
 TDS Customer Care Dept  .........................1.800.375.8375

POWER OUTAGES
 PEC  ...........................................................1.888.883.3379

SCHOOLS
 Hays CISD  ................................................... 512.268.2141 
 Negley Elementary  ........................................512-268.8501 
 Barton Middle School  ................................... 512.268.1472 
 Hays High School  ......................................... 512.268.2911

Important Numbers

YOU SHOULD RECIEVE THE PLUM CREEK POST 
EACH MONTH ON OR BEFORE THE 10TH.

Newsletter Info
PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc........................www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Article Submission...announcements@plumcreektxhoa.com
Advertising.................................advertising@PEELinc.com

 Please support the advertisers that make the Plum Creek 
Post possible. If you would like to support the newsletter 
by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-
263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising 
deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the issue.

Advertising Info

CLASSIFIEDS
Personal classifieds (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) 
run at no charge to Plum Creek residents, limit 30 words, please 
e-mail forestcreek@peelinc.com.com
Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

FOR MORE THAN 
A WORKOUT
At the YMCA of Austin, we’re more than just a gym. The Y is a 
nonprofit committed to helping everyone thrive at each stage of 
life. Our community brings together people of all abilities, ages, 
ethnicities, financial circumstances, genders, races, religions 
and sexual orientations.

For more than a workout. For a better us.TM

Learn more at
AustinYMCA.orgTravis, Hays & Bastrop counties

locations across



Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc. Plum Creek Post - November 2018  3

PLUM CREEK POST

As my favorite Elf once said - 10AM Santa's Coming!
It's that time of year again! It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas.....

Come one, come all! Show us and everyone your best holiday spirit ever! Get out those decorations 
and start planning now for the biggest best Holiday Season in Plum Creek.

Judges will ensure everyone has a chance to win! Any house decorated or lit up is a potential winner. 
Winners will be announced in the Plum Creek eNews, and on the Plum Creek - Kyle, Texas FB page in 
December and then in the February PC Post. To ensure we have enough time to start decorating and 
ensure there is enough time for judging here are all the guidelines you need to know.

•	 Our first category is Traditional Religious, which includes the simpler designs of house trimming 
and lots of greenery, winners will be 1st, 2nd , and 3rd awarded!

•	 In the Novelty category, you can let your imagination go wild! This category is up to your 
imagination, winners will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd awarded! 

•	 Last but not least is the Overall Neighborhood Favorite! Only one winner in this category. In order 
to win, please have folks vote by sending an email plumcreekmanager@goodwintx.com 

•	 Judging will begin the night of Friday December 7th, through Sunday, December the 16th.

•	 Only houses with lights on will be judged so be sure to turn your lights on. 

•	 All houses decorated will be judged.

•	 We will drive through the neighborhood and view and listen to your display.

First Place winners and overall winner will receive a gift card. All winners will have sign in their front 
yard to let everyone know they are the best through the holidays. Winners will be announced in the Plum 
Creek eNews, and on the Plum Creek - Kyle, Texas FB page in December and in the February PC Post.

Judging for the Holiday Lights Contest Begins 
in December
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Plum Creek is a great community. While you should have received 
a copy of the Plum Creek Declaration and Bylaws at closing, we 
thought the following basic information would be helpful.

1. The Plum Creek HOA office is located at 4100 Everett suite 
150, near the Hays Performing Arts center and Firehouse 
Animal Health Center. The office number is 512-262-1140. 
The office hours are Monday – Friday 9 AM to 5 PM. The 
property manager is Adriane Carbajal: plumcreekmanager@
goodwintx.com.

2. Plum Creek HOA has a resident website: www.plumcreektxhoa.
com. You can access pertinent documents in the Resource 
Center Tab and other important information.

3. The Welcome Committee delivers welcome bags to new 
owners. This comes the month after your closing date. If you 
have not received a welcome bag within two months after 
the closing, you can email plumcreekwelcomecommittee@
gmail.com.

4. Parking in the back alley ways is prohibited. The alleys are for 
ingress and egress only. You can park in driveway or in your 
garage. The front streets have limited street parking and are 
usually public streets. Try not to block your neighbor’s house. 

5. Garbage pickup is on Tuesdays. The trash and recycling cans 
need to be stored out of view by the following day to prevent 
getting a violation notice. The recycling schedule is located on 
the City of Kyle website under http://www.cityofkyle.com/
utilitybilling/city-kyle-solid-waste-collection-information

6. Xeriscaping is allowed in Plum Creek. To add xeriscaping you 
must submit an Architectural Review Committee Approval 
Application (ARC form) with an installation plan and the 
survey. This form is located in the Resource Center on the 
Plum Creek HOA resident website.

7. Any permanent exterior improvements to the house may 
require approval from the Architectural Review Committee. 
Review information in the Architectural Changes menu link 
on the website: www.plumcreektxhoa.com.

8. Whether you are a renter or buyer, your yard is important so 
you’ll need to keep it maintained.

9. Enjoy the pool! If you do not have a pool key or recreational 
ID or your pool key does not work, contact the Plum Creek 
HOA office.

10. Annual coupons are issued to all residents who are not set up 
for the ACH draft. Owners will receive a payment statement 
which will provide a payment history for the new homeowner 
account. You can set up an automatic draft at www.goodwintx.
com/payonline with the account number on the coupons. 

Greetings New Residents and Welcome to Plum Creek!
Call Goodwin Customer Service with questions about the 
ACH draft: 512-502-7515. Haven’t received your welcome 
letter from Goodwin Management? Call the Plum Creek 
HOA office and verify that we have received your correct 
mailing address.

11. Sign-up for the Weekly eNews. This emailed weekly edition 
of news is generated from the Plum Creek website. This is an 
opt-in subscription located in your User Profile on the private 
resident menu of the Plum Creek website.

These are some of the basic and frequently asked questions. Want 
more reading? Log onto the Plum Creek website and review the 
Resource Center for copies of governing documents, Plum Creek 
Post newsletter, or check the Events Calendar to find dates of planned 
community events. Visit the website at www.plumcreektxhoa.com. 
Welcome to the neighborhood!

TURKEYS TACKLING HUNGER
Join us in our 12th year of providing the 

fixings for a home-cooked holiday meal 
for low-income residents all across 
Hays County. For just $30, you 
can help fill one family's dinner 
table.

Everyone deserves a 
place at the table.

Between September 
1 and November 27, 
ind iv idua l s ,  s choo l s , 
churches, and organizations 
assist us by raising food and 
funds for Hays County Food Bank. We 
then purchase all of the meal box items and store them for 
assembly day. Title Sponsor Night Hawk Frozen Foods (Buda, 
Texas) will donate their time, staff, and resources to assemble 
the meal boxes at their production site. Once the boxes are 
assembled, volunteers from the community help us distribute 
the boxes to needy families. It truly takes a village to make this 
event successful! You can make a personal donation to Turkeys 
Tackling Hunger donation or learn about how your school, 
church or organization can help by going to the website at 
http://turkeystacklinghunger.org/home 

Feel free to contact us at info@haysfoodbank.org for more 
information about how you can help.
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Moving? Need Storage?

Great Customer Service is Our Reputation!

Kyle Pkwy Self Storage & Mini Offices
5141 Cromwell Drive • Kyle, TX 78640   |   info@KylepKwyselfsTorage.Com

512.262.7234

Second Month
for $1.00

free diSc Lock
($13.99 VaLue)

given To new move-ins only.
eXpires 11/30/2018

new move-ins only. wiTh Coupon. noT 
valiD wiTh oTher offers.

eXpires 11/30/2018

•	Mini Offices
•	Climate Controlled Units
•	Non Climate Units
•	Controlled Gate Access
•	28 Color HD Video Cameras
•	Great Location
•	Sized right!
•	Boat and RV parking
•	Free Disc lock(s) with rental
•	Access 7 Days a Week
•	Kyle Gov. Employee Discount
•	Senior Discounts
•	We Sell Boxes, Moving Supplies



6      Plum Creek Post  - November 2018 Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.

PLUM CREEK POST

Visit us at www.bolingroofs.com
512-627-3113
Call Us For A Free Roof Inspection

Does 
Newsletter 
Advertising 

Work?

Does 
Newsletter 
Advertising 

Work?
IT JUST DID!

To Reach Your 
Community Today Call

To Reach Your 
Community Today Call

www.peelinc.comwww.peelinc.com
512.263.9181

AT THE FENCE
SIP AND SEW

November meeting will continue our work on the mats for the 
Homeless and individuals busy finishing projects for the holidays. 
Remember we include knitters, crocheting, punch needle, quilting, 
sewing, mending, rug hooking etc. 

Join our group on Tuesday, November 13th at the Haupt/Fergus 
Community Center, 6:30 -8:45 pm

For additional information , call: Sandra Sigler-404-0187 or Iris 
Sandle-405-0054 or Ursula Richards-512-751-2031 

                  CHANGES OF MAILING ADDRESS 
By law, notices of violation and delinquency notices must be 

mailed via regular or certified mail. Plum Creek HOA must receive 
changes of mailing address in writing. There are several ways to 
submit a change of address: 

1. Through the Goodwin hosted association website: http://
hoasites.goodwintx.com/plm/ | Log in with your user name 
and password to the website portal .Then select the Web 

Forms tab. You will find the Change Mailing Address option. 

2. Via email: info@goodwintx.com

3. Via Mail: Plum Creek HOA, 4100 Everett, Suite 150, Kyle, 
TX 78640

Do not send changes of address to the payment processing center 
in Las Vegas. 

PLUM CREEK GOLF COURSE AND WALKING 
TRAILS

The Plum Creek Golf Course is private property. Cart paths and 
fairways are for paying customers only. Do not walk, jog, ride bikes 
or skateboard on the cart paths or fairways. Cart paths have a posted 
‘No Trespassing’ sign posted at the entrance. 

It is dangerous to use cart paths and fairways for recreational 
purposes because you may be hit by a golf ball. 

Residents can access the trail around the lake. The trail is for 
walking, jogging and bicycling. No motorized vehicles are allowed. 
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Need to Reserve the 
Community Center?

Your Commitment as a 
Homeowner

To make a reservation, please login at www.plumcreektxhoa.com 

Click on Resident Sign In. 

New to the website? click on “New User? Sign up today” 

Once signed in, go the “Stay Connected” Tab – Calendar – 
Reservation Calendar.

Review the calendar to find a date that works for you. 

To reserve a time slot click on the green tab “Request Reservation” 

Complete the on-line form to hold the reservation. You are required 
to read the Community Center Reservation Rules. Please note, we 
cannot approve reservations submitted for events longer than four 
hours and Residents can only reserve the community center once 
per month per household.

The HOA account must be paid current.

We will send you a confirmation/approved email 2-3 weeks before 
your event with your access code.

The documentation must be completed and submitted to receive 
approval. Submit a $15 check for an inflatable, if used. 

Plum Creek Community events that require the usage of the 
clubhouse, will take precedence over any individual reservations. 
These community events are Front Porch Days (May), Fourth of July, 
Hootenanny on the Hill (October) and Santa Pictures (December). 
These events are on the Reservation Calendar and the Community 
Events Calendar. 

For additional questions you can call the Plum Creek HOA office 
at 512-262-1140 or email pcoffice@goodwintx.com. 

The association is glad you’ve found a home in our community. 
We presume it has all the amenities you were seeking and you’re 
settling in nicely. This is the time the association likes to remind new 
homeowners that common-interest communities like ours create 
some unique obligations to the community and to other residents 
within it:

Read and comply with the community’s governing documents. 
You should have received a package of documents well before you 
closed on your home. If you didn’t, check the association’s website or 
ask the manager or a member of the board for copies. Make sure you 
understand what’s included in them, particularly the rules about pets, 
parking, your home’s exterior maintenance, architectural guidelines 
and when you must pay association assessments.

Provide current contact information to association board members 
or the manager. Add contact information on the association’s website: 
www.plumcreektxhoa.com. The management team uses the contact 
information provided on the website for emergencies. Be sure to 
update your mailing address to receive the monthly newsletters, 
notices of violations, and annual meeting notices. If you rent out 
your home, provide contact information for your tenants also for 
use in an emergency.

Maintain your property according to established standards. The 
community’s appearance can add value to all the homes within 
it—including yours—so it’s important to keep landscaping neatly 
groomed and your home’s exterior well-maintained.

Treat association leaders honestly and respectfully. Board members 
are homeowners—just like you—who have volunteered to give their 
time and energy freely to govern the community. While you should 
share your concerns about the community with them, do so in a way 
that’s constructive, informative and helpful.

Attend board meetings and vote in community elections. Board 
meetings are open to all who wish to sit in and keep up with issues 
under discussion. The association is a democracy, and your voice and 
vote can affect important issues.

Pay association assessments and other obligations on time. Your 
regular assessments pay for common-area maintenance, amenities 
and other shared expenses. If you don’t pay on time, the burden for 
paying your portion of the association’s bills, like water, electricity 
and trash removal, falls on your neighbors. Contact a board member 
or the manager, if you’re having problems, to discuss alternative 
payment arrangements. 

Ensure that tenants, visiting relatives and friends adhere to all 
rules and regulations. If you are leasing your home, you’re liable 
for maintaining the condition of the home and for the behavior of 
those who live in it. Make sure to screen tenants thoroughly, and 
familiarize them with the community’s rules. 

The Welcome Committee is now hosting monthly game 
nights at the Center for all adult residents, (no children 
allowed). The next game night is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 10th from 6-9 pm. Tables will be set up for a 
variety of domino and card games. The primary mission of the 
Welcome Committee’s is to greet each new resident moving 
into Plum Creek and to encourage them to become active and 
engaged in our community.

NEWSLETTER FOR THE PLUM 
CREEK WELCOME COMMITTEE 

NOVEMBER 2018
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Community Association Living

Governing by 
Representation

Community associations are a representative form of government 
founded on the principle of elected individuals representing 
the people. Much of our country is based on the principles of 
representative democracy. It starts with organizations like community 
associations and progresses through our schools boards, city 
governments, county governments, state governments—all the way 
to the federal government. We vote for a person, or persons, who 
will act on our behalf.

Some might advocate that a board should not take action without 
a vote of the members to find out what the people want. That would 
be counter-productive. If association members were to vote on every 
issue before a decision was made, there would be no need for a board, 
but simply someone to send out ballots and tally results. However, 
boards find out what their constituents want in other ways. Many 
make time to hear from residents at each board meeting. But, it’s 
up to you to attend meetings, voice your opinions and participate 
in the exchange of ideas with the board. We also encourage your 
involvement and participation. Perhaps you would consider joining 
a committee. We want your input, ideas, thoughts and opinions. 

When the season for community association annual meetings 
and annual board elections approaches, consider carefully which 
candidates you select—including yourself. Consider running for the 
board to help shape the future of your community.

Source: Community Associations Institute (CAI) www.caionline.org

1. Good For Our Economy - 
American companies rely on recycling 
programs to provide the raw materials 
they need to make new products. 

2. Creates Jobs- Recycling in the 
U.S. is a $236 billion a year industry. 
More than 56,000 recycling and reuse 
enterprises employ 1.1 million workers 
nationwide. 

3. Reduces Waste-The average American discards seven and a 
half pounds of garbage every day. Most of this garbage goes 
into to landfills, where it's compacted and buried. 

4. Good For The Environment- Recycling requires far less energy, 
uses fewer natural resources, and keeps waste from piling up 
in landfills. 

5. Saves Energy- Recycling offers significant energy savings over 
manufacturing with virgin materials. (Manufacturing with 
recycled aluminum cans uses 95% less energy.) 

6. Preserves Landfill Space-No one wants to live next door to a 
landfill. Recycling preserves existing landfill space. 

7. Prevents Global Warming- In 2000, recycling of solid waste 
prevented the release of 32.9 million metric tons of carbon 
equivalent (MMTCE, the unit of measure for greenhouse 
gases) into the air. 

8. Reduces Water Pollution- Making goods from recycled 
materials generates far less water pollution than manufacturing 
from virgin materials. 

9. Protects Wildlife-Using recycled materials reduces the need 
to damage forests, wetlands, rivers and other places essential 
to wildlife. 

10. Creates New Demand- Recycling and buying recycled 
products creates demand for more recycled products, 
decreasing waste and helping our economy.

The Compliance Assistance Team would like to encourage every 
resident to recycle. If you need to replace or add additional bins for 
recycling or yard debris you can contact Texas Disposal Systems.
com or call 800-375-8375. Also, don't forget that you are entitled 
to have a large item picked up once a year. Sign up for Waste Wizard 
phone service reminder to stay updated on which cans are picked 
up that week.

Please contact our committee for friendly, confidential assistance 
complying with those notices you may have received or any yard or 
building challenge you may be facing.

plumcreekcomplianceassistance@gmail.com

Top 10 Reasons to Recycle
REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE!
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Looking to Buy, Sell or Invest in Real Estate?

We Can Help!

Call Today For Your FREE Market Analysis

589 N. FM 1626, Suite 102
Buda, TX 78610 • 512.434.0630

*Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated
Your Local Real Estate Experts!

PlumCreekHomes.com

We recently worked with both Allison Pflaum and Courtney Martinez in selling and purchasing a home and we couldn’t be happier 
to have such a dedicated team on our side. There were numerous stressful bumps in the entire process but these two awesome ladies 
continuously reassured us that everything would work out in our favor then took whatever decisive action was needed on our 

behalf. Overall a great experience and we highly recommend the Hays Home Team to anyone with real-estate needs. - E. Garsez

Call  or Text 512.434.0630

Allison Pflaum,  
Realtor®
Team Leader
allisontrickey@kw.com

Monica U. Garcia,
Realtor®
Buyer Specialist
MonicaU@kw.com 

Eric Thornton,
Realtor®
Buyer Specialist
ericthornton@kw.com

Courtney Martinez,
Realtor®
Buyer Specialist
courtneymartinez@kw.com

Christie Rickert,  
Realtor®
Buyer Specialist
ChristieR@kw.com

Briana Wells,
Realtor®
Buyer Specialist
BrianaW@kw.com

Madiha Ashour,
Realtor®
Listing Specialist
Madiha.Ashour@kw.com
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the 
opinions of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the 
accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The 
publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in 
the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for 
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except 
for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or 
misprints, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors 
of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited to the 
cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, 
a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for 
incidental or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of 
business or services, or any other liabilities from failure to publish, 
or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to 
liabilities stated above.

At no time will any source be allowed to use the Plum Creek Post 
contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, 
nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, 
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any 
use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under 
penalty of law without written or expressed permission from the 
Plum Creek Homeowners Association and Peel, Inc. The information 
in the Plum Creek Post is exclusively for the private use of Plum 
Creek residents only.

Not Available Online

3 Fun Activities To Do with Your 
Family This Thanksgiving

The turkey and trimmings have all been devoured and put away, but 
your family is here to stay for at least a few more hours. Right about 
now you might be thinking it is time to succumb to the usual post-
Thanksgiving feast food coma or lay around the living room watching 
football. However, it may be a rare event when family members all 
come together, making this the most opportune time to participate in 
a few fun activities instead of just watching the back of your eyelids.

If you are stumped for ideas that can get both the young and the 
young at heart involved, then look no further than these three amusing 
activities that are sure to be remembered for many Thanksgivings to 
come.

1. Share Your Favorite Thanksgiving Memory
Over the years, your family has probably made some wonderful 

Thanksgiving memories and this activity is the perfect way to get 
everyone talking. Old Uncle Hank may dig in his heels if you expect 
him to do too much on a full stomach, but he probably won’t pass 
up a chance to share his thoughts with an attentive audience. Start 
with the oldest family member and work your way down through the 
generations. For added fun, after someone shares a story see if everyone 
can recount all the tales told up to that point. As a final touch, be sure 
to get your video camera out to record the whole scene. A few years 
from now it will be nice to listen to Grandma reminisce about her 
childhood memories.

2. Play a Game of “Who Am I?”
There are different ways to go about playing this game, but however 

you choose to do it, this activity is a great way to get your family moving 
while creating hilarious Thanksgiving memories. Here are two ways 
you can choose to play:

•	 Write the name of each family member on a sticky note. Then, 
mix them up and place the sticky notes on everyone’s forehead, 
making sure no one receives their own name. See who can guess 
their identity the fastest by asking questions that can only be 
answered with a simple “yes” or “no.”

•	 This version is much like charades, except you only use the 
names of your fellow family members. After writing everyone’s 
name on a slip of paper, mix them up and draw them one by 
one out of a jar. You can split up into teams, or keep individual 
scores. Everyone takes a turn pretending to be another relative. 
Remember, no talking!

3. Start a Backyard Game
Now that everyone has gotten warmed up, it is time to move outside 

if the weather permits. Whether you channel your inner Houston Astro 
in a game of baseball, or take the football off the screen and into the 
backyard, the focus is less on winning and more on spending time 
together. If needed, nominate an elderly family member to keep score 
but don’t leave them out of the fun, after all, Grandma’s touchdown 
dance may just become a treasured Thanksgiving Day recollection.

By MarLee Berry
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FirstStar Rewards Checking

On balances up  
to $15,000

05%APY*2.
Earn interest on your money

MEMBER FDIC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of August 31, 2017. A minimum of $50 to open account. Rate tiers are 
as follows: Reward Rates 2.05% APY applies to balances of $.01-$15,000 and 0.50% APY will be paid on balances over 
$15,000 as long as qualifications are met each monthly qualification cycle. Base Rate 0.05% APY will be earned on 
balances if qualifications are not met. All Balances will earn 2.05% APY to 0.50% APY as long as qualifications are 
met each cycle. Rates may change after the account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Account available to Texas 
Residents only. ATM fee refunds are provided only if qualifications are met within qualification cycle.

ATM fee refunds are awarded on next statement cycle after qualifications are met.

To earn your rewards, just do the following transactions and activities in your FirstStar Rewards Checking account during each 
monthly qualification cycle: (1) have 10 debit card purchases post and clear per monthly qualification cycle (not ATM transactions), 
(2) have 1 recurring direct deposit of ACH auto debit post and clear per monthly qualification cycle, (3) enroll and receive free 
paperless eStatements.

JIM SHERWOOD
Kyle Banking Center Manager
jsherwood@firstlockhart.com

Stop by our Kyle office and see
me for all your financial needs.

FLNB-Peel Ad.indd   1 9/5/17   12:18 PM
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COME HOME TO
PLUM CREEK
Welcome to Plum Creek, an award-winning 2,200-acre master-planned community in Kyle, Texas. 

With a focus on a maintenance-free lifestyle, the community offers front yard maintenance and full 

irrigation*, which allows you more time to relax and enjoy family and friends. Empire offers a wide 

selection of floorplans ranging from 1,300 sq. ft. to over 2,200 sq. ft. in The Peninsula, a gated, 

private area within the Plum Creek community.

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME

1558 HARWELL LOOP
KYLE, TX 78640

CONTACT OUR SALES COUNSELOR

LARRY SCHULER

T  512 944 7444

E LSCHULER@EMPIRECOMMUNITIES.COM

Your dream home begins at EmpirePlumCreek.com

*Front yard maintenance and full irrigation are included in your monthly HOA dues of $162.22 (effective 01/01/2018). Prices, plans, features and promotions subject to 
change without notice. E. & O.E. October 2018.


