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THANKSGIVING TRIVIA!
Did you know…..
•
•
•
•
Community-Wide Garage Sale
Saturday, October 20, 2018
7:00 am - 12:00 pm
Fall Festival
Saturday, November 11, 2018
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm @ the Clubhouse Pavilion
Cookies and Cocoa with Santa
Saturday, December 15, 2018
1:30 pm - 4:30 pm @ the Clubhouse Rec Center

RESIDENT CORNER
Park Lakes Pools/ Splash Pad
Please note the Pool & Splash Pad is now officially closed for
the 2018 season.
Access Gates Reminder
Residents if you are continuing to have issues with your EZTag or access card, please call or stop by the office to have your
information verified. You may also email your information to
isis@sterlingasi.com.
Office Hours
Monday – Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
For your convenience our drop box is located at the Clubhouse.
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•

•
•
•

•

•

Americans eat approximately 46 million turkeys each
Thanksgiving.
The heaviest turkey on record, according to the Guinness
Book of Records, weighs 86 pounds.
The average turkey served for Thanksgiving weighs 16 pounds.
Campbell's Soup created green bean casserole for an annual
cookbook over 50 years ago. Now, Campbell’s sells about
$20 million worth of cream of mushroom soup, most likely
purchased by folks making what has become a thanksgiving
tradition- green bean casserole.
Historians say turkey was not served at the first Thanksgiving
dinner, a three-day meal shared between the pilgrims and
Wampanoag tribe in 1621. Instead, venison and seafood are
most likely what was eaten.
The first Thanksgiving dinner was eaten with spoons and
knives — but no forks! Forks weren't a popular utensil until
the 18th century.
President Lincoln declared Thanksgiving a national holiday
in 1863, to be celebrated each year on the last Thursday of
November.
Benjamin Franklin said in a letter to his daughter in 1784
that he believed a turkey would be “a much more respectable
Bird” for the young United States than the bald eagle. He said
the turkey is “a true original native of America” and “a bird of
courage.” Franklin’s take on the national bird was not popular
enough to displace the bald eagle.
In 1953, Swanson had so much extra turkey (260 tons) that
a salesman told them they should package it onto aluminum
trays with other sides like sweet potatoes — and thus the first
TV dinner was born.
Each year, the president of the United States pardons a turkey
and spares it from being eaten for Thanksgiving dinner. The
first turkey pardon ceremony started with President Truman
in 1947.
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HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS
Park Lakes Property Owners Association

Sterling Association Services Inc...........................(832) 678-4500
SplashPad Texas Onsite Office..............................(281) 441-3557
Recreation Center Onsite Office..........................(281) 441-9955
Gate Attendant.....................................................(281) 441-1089

Utilities

Comcast (Customer Service)................................(713) 341-1000
Electricity (TXU).................................................(800) 368-1398
Gas (Centerpoint)................................................(713) 659-2111
Trash (Republic Waste).........................................(281) 446-2030
Water & Sewer (EDP Water District)...................(832) 467-1599
Electricity (Centerpoint–Report street light outage)........(713) 207-2222
Texas One Call System (Call Before you Dig)........................ 811

Property Tax Authorities

Harris County Tax...............................................(713) 368-2000
Harris MUD #400...............................................(281) 353-9809

Public Services

US Post Office......................................................(281) 540-1775
Toll Road EZ Tag.................................................(281) 875-3279
Voters/Auto Registration......................................(713) 368-2000
Drivers License Information.................................(281) 446-3391
Humble Area Chamber........................................(281) 446-2128

BOARD MEMBERS 2018
Kennetha Smith-Tolbert – President
parklakeskennethat@gmail.com (Resident Voting Member)
Rachel Gwin – Vice President
Land Tejas (Voting Member)
Julieta Ortiz – Treasurer
parklakesjulieta@gmail.com (Resident Voting Member)
Charles Williams – Treasurer
parklakescharles@gmail.com (Resident Voting Member)
Jeff Sheehan – Director
Land Tejas (Voting Member)
Gerald Jones – Ex-Officio (Resident Non-Voting Member)
parklakesgerald@gmail.com
Taylor Williams – Ex-Officio (Resident Non-Voting Member)
parklakestaylor@gmail.com
Zachary Stewart – Ex-Officio (Resident Non-Voting Member)
parklakeszachary@gmail.com
Conrell Hadley – Ex-Officio (Resident Non-Voting Member)
parklakesconrell@gmail.com
Michael Joseph – Ex-Officio (Resident Non-Voting Member)
parklakesmichael@gmail.com

Police & Fire

Emergency............................................................................. 911
Constable/Precinct 4 (24-hr dispatch)..................(281) 376-3472
Harris Co. Sheriff’s Dept./Prec 4, Dist 2 (24-hr)......... (713) 221-6000
Eastex Fire Department........................................(281) 441-2244
Emergency Medical Service................................. (281) 446-7889
Poison Control.....................................................(800) 222-1222
Humble Animal Control......................................(281) 446-2327
Texas DPS............................................................(281) 446-3391

Area Hospitals

Renaissance Northeast Surgery.............................(281) 446-4053
Kingwood Medical Center...................................(281) 348-8000
Northeast Medical Center Hospital......................(281) 540-7700
Memorial Hermann Hospital (The Woodlands)........(281) 364-2300

Public Schools

Humble ISD........................................................(281) 641-1000
Park Lakes Elementary (K-6)................................(281) 641-3200
Humble Middle School (7-8)...............................(281) 641-4000
Summer Creek High School (9-12)......................(281) 641-5400

Private Schools

Holy Trinity.........................................................(281) 459-4323		
St. Mary Magdalene Catholic...............................(281) 446-8535
The Christian School of Kingwood......................(281) 359-4929
Humble Christian School.....................................(281) 441-1313

DISCLAIMER:
The Association doesn’t verify, endorse, or approve any products,
information, or opinions mentioned at Association sponsored functions or
contain in this community newsletter.
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Kill the Lights, Save the Birds
By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center
Who doesn’t love seeing the Houston skyline at night, or any big
city for that matter? The buildings are all lit up like Christmas trees
but did you know that the lights can have a devastating effect on
migrating birds? Digital billboards, floodlights and electric signs can
have the same effect on them. About two-thirds of migratory birds
travel at night and use the moon and stars to help guide them. The
lights disorient them and can cause them to fly in circles and to crash
into windows. Over 100 MILLION birds die annually according
to Massachusetts Audubon. The inappropriate or excessive use of
artificial light has come to be called light pollution.
In May of 2017, nearly 400 birds were found dead outside the
American National Insurance building in Galveston. Richard
Gibbons with Houston Audubon believes the building’s lights
disoriented them.
For the last three years on September 21st in Portland, Oregon,
more than a dozen buildings turned off their lights in observance of
Lights Out Portland. The purpose of the event is to call attention
to the impact that lights have on migrating birds. The Convention
Center has gone a step further and has modified their lighting to be
less attractive to birds year round.

Each year on September 11th, New York City remembers those lost
with two powerful searchlights aimed towards the heavens near where
the World Trade Center once stood. It is called the Tribute in Light.
For the past ten years, researchers have tracked millions of migrating
birds as they fly across the United States. While analyzing the data,
they were stunned to learn that the Tribute in Light attracted and
altered the migratory behavior of bird densities up to 150 times their
normal levels. It was estimated that this affected 1.1 million birds.
New York City Audubon decided to do something about it. They
positioned volunteers called “tribute counters” with binoculars near
the base of the tribute. If they reported densities of more than 1,000
birds or if a dead bird was found, the tribute lights were turned off
for a short time. This happened for the first time in 2010 and the
lights were turned off a total of 5 times during the night of September
11th/12th. Scientists were able to observe on radar the effects of
turning off the lights. Once off, the birds resumed their migration
heading southwest.
Drs. Farnsworth and Horton, scientists at the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology, have identified 5 major cities that pose the greatest risk
(Continued on Page 4)

KEEP YOUR FAMILY HEALTHY WITH
HOUSTON METHODIST PRIMARY CARE
Our primary care doctors make your family their top priority.
We provide personalized care for your whole family, including physicals, immunizations and preventive care.
Many of our practices:
• Provide online scheduling

• Are conveniently located close to work or home

• Offer same-day appointments

• Accept most major insurance plans

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.

houstonmethodist.org/pcg/north
713.394.6638
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(Continued from Page 3)
to migrating birds—Chicago, Houston, Dallas, Atlanta and New
York. They used historical records, radar and satellite data to monitor
the intensity of light pollution. In addition, they have discovered
that over half of the birds migrating across the United States in the
fall do so within a 10-day period of time. Scientists from Cornell,
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst and Oxford University
are now able to forecast these migration days. These major cities
could use this information to extinguish lights to give the birds safe
passage. Wouldn’t it be great if these cities would use this information
and turn out the lights?
Across the country, there are many cities that are now observing
“lights out days” during the fall. If your city isn’t one of them,
contact your city officials. They may not be aware of light pollution.
If you’re a homeowner, replace those bulbs that are on all night with
motion-activated lights.
TWRC Wildlife Center is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to
helping you live in harmony with the animals we share our world
with. Please check out our website at www.twrcwildlifecenter.org
and be sure to follow us on Facebook.

AFFORDABLE SHADE
PATIO COVERS
Creating Comfort for Outdoor Living...
with Affordable Shade.

We obtain City Permits,
TDI Windstorm Certification,
and help with HOA Approvals.

Call to schedule a free estimate.

713-574-4648
Visit our website to view more designs.

A f fo r d a b l e S h a d e . c o m
Custom Patio Covers
Cedar & Treated Pine Shade Arbors
Aluminum Patio Covers & Arbors
Palapas & Tiki Huts & Screen Rooms
Decorative & Structural Concrete

Financing Available* with Payments as Low as $250
*Subject to Credit Approval
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5 Ways to Honor Your Local Veterans on Veterans Day
By Crystal Glade
While most of us are quick to post on social media, fly an American
flag, or offer a quick handshake to a local servicemember on Veterans
Day, many are unsure how to show our full appreciation for their
service and sacrifice.
Below are five ways to truly honor veterans this Veterans Day:
1. Volunteer Your Time
There are hundreds of volunteer organizations that work both
directly and indirectly with veterans. Turn your appreciation into
action by offering your time and energy to any one of these noble
causes. Contact your local VFW or American Legion to see what
upcoming events may be in need of volunteers. Offer assistance to
a local elderly or disabled vet, or volunteer a few hours to a local
veteran-owned business. Whatever your skill, put it to use in your
community by helping out the veterans closest to you. Visit texvet.
com/volunteer to search for opportunities available in your area.
2. Donate Your Dollars
If you’re short on time, making a monetary donation is another
great way to show support. There are many organizations that offer
various forms of aid and assistance to our country’s servicemen

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.

and women. For instance, Homes for Our Troops builds speciallyequipped homes for injured servicemembers. Navy-Marine Corps
Relief Society offers financial assistance and scholarships. The Gary
Sinise Foundation creates and supports unique programs specifically
for veterans. There are countless organizations dedicated to improving
the lives of American veterans, and they can only continue to do so
with the financial support of grateful citizens like you.
3. Take Time to Listen
Taking time to have a real conversation with your neighbor seems
to be a lost art in today’s virtual world! Veterans have a wealth of
knowledge and interesting stories to share for those willing to listen.
Of course, not every veteran will be willing to share the details of
his or her time in the service, but many enjoy reminiscing and
sharing their unique perspective. Rather than simply thanking them
for serving their country, take a moment to open up a meaningful
dialogue about their military service and how it has shaped their
views on life and liberty.
4. Stay Informed
How much do you really know about how our country’s military
(Continued on Page 6)
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The Park Lakes Newsletter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to
use The Park Lakes Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway,
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy,
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit,
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

PATIO COVERS | PERGOLAS | CARPORTS | PORTE COCHÈRES
OUTDOOR KITCHENS | DECORATIVE OUTDOOR FLOORING

(Continued from Page 5)
works? What is the status of current legislation regarding today’s
active-duty troops and veterans? Which political leaders have a
military background? Many people have little more than basic
knowledge of America’s armed forces. One of the best ways to show
your appreciation is to take the time to understand exactly what role
the military plays in today’s world. Arm yourself with knowledge by
reading (and verifying) information about the military’s mission and
its history, and always exercise your rights by voting for people and
policies that support veterans.
5. Pay it Forward
The service of veterans is the cornerstone on which American
freedom stands. It is important to appreciate both the rights and
responsibilities of being an American and to work together to ensure
that veterans’ sacrifices are not in vain. Honor a veteran this Veterans
Day by being a good citizen, a good neighbor, and a good friend.
Even the smallest good deed can go a long way towards making
America a better place for everyone.

TABLETOP TURKEY CRAFT
From the editors of Parenting.com
1. Paint a paper cup brown. Turn the cup upside down and
glue a pom-pom to the top of the cup for the head.
2. Cut nine 4-inch leaf shapes from different colors of
construction paper. Fold a 1-inch-square piece of orange
construction paper in half; cut a triangle shape out of
the folded paper for the beak. Using a 2-inch square of
red paper folded in half, cut a heart shape to create the
turkey's wattle.
3. Glue the beak and wattle to the pom-pom. Add googly
eyes. Glue on the “feathers.”
Needed:
• 1" Pom Poms
•
9" x 12" Construction Paper, Assorted Colors
• Assorted Wiggle Eyes

CUSTOM

PAT I O

STRUCTURES

Committed to Qualty, Value & Service

832.570.3990

www.custompatiostructures.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED WITH OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN CONSULTATION • 100% FINANCING AVAILABLE
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Northwest Flyers Kid's Track
Club Holds Registration for
32nd Season
The Northwest Flyers Youth Track Club will celebrate its
32nd Anniversary Season by hosting its annual free Registration/
Orientation Breakfast on Saturday, February 2nd, 2019, for all boys
and girls who are interested in joining for the 2019 track season.
The breakfast starts promptly at 8:30 AM at the Cypress Creek
Christian Community Center Forum located at 6823 Cypresswood
Dr., Spring, TX, 77379.
The event is an opportunity for youth athletes to register for the
2019 spring/summer track season, and to meet the Northwest Flyers
coaches, staff, and other new and returning athletes. The event
will be highlighted by a special presentation from a member of the
USA Track &Field Olympic organization (USATF). All athletes
and parents who wish to join the Northwest Flyers must attend the
orientation before registering.
The Northwest Flyers Track Club is a youth (ages 6 -18) track
club, affiliated with USA Track & Field (USATF), that provides a
full program of sanctioned “track” events such as sprints, hurdles,
middle distance, distance and relays, and sanctioned “field” events
such as long jump, triple jump, high jump, pole vault, shot put,
discus and javelin.

Park Lakes
AHFC Royals USL2 & WPSL
Tryouts!!
AHFC Royals is back the summer 2019 (May - August). The
Royals USL2(formerly PDL) and WPSL are a pathway for players
desiring to play at a higher level. It is a proven pathway to the pros!
Don\'t miss out. Join our team this coming season.
Tryouts will be held December
15, 2018 from 10:00am
to 12:00pm at CRSP
(3601 Campbell RD,
Houston TX 77080).
Registration is
required prior to
tryouts. Fee for the
December tryouts
will be $50 while
the March tryout fee
will be $75. Register
a t w w w. a h f c r o y a l s .
com. #LIVEtheDREAM
#BEROYAL

For additional information on the Northwest Flyers Track Club,
please visit the team website at http://www.northwestflyers.org,
contact linette.roach@sbcglobal.net, or “Like” the club on Facebook.
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308 Meadowlark St.
Lakeway, TX 78734-4717
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