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Life Is What You Make It
shared by Sarphonn Paul, transcribed by Jackie Devine
My first childhood
memories are of
my sister and me
running through
the rice paddies of
Cambodia as my
mother worked in
the fields.
We l i v e d i n
a s m a l l re m o t e
village. Looking
back, I can still see
her bare-foot and
wrapped in a sarong
moving in unison
with other women
as they were forced
into slave labor tending the rice fields to offset the shortages of
manpower, draft animals, and farm implements.
It was the 1970’s,
the Lon Nol
government had
been abolished.
The new regime was
executing hundreds
of thousands and
others dying
of disease and
s t a r va t i o n we re
being evacuated to
brutal labor camps.
Buddhist monks
and educated
citizens–teachers,
doctors, musicians,
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artists and int e l l e c t u a l s – we re
being interrogated,
tortured and killed.
M y f a t h e r, a
teacher, fled during
that time. He later
sent for us. There
was no time to grab
e ve n t h e b a re s t
essentials or say
goodbye to loved
ones. Unprepared
for the journey and
with no guarantees
for our safety we
es-caped to the Thai
border. We slept during the day. At night, we walked and crawled
through the underbrush of the jungle, laced with landmines, staying
hidden and out of sight. In the distance we could hear gunshots and
people crying and screaming. Even as children we knew there were
people out in the darkness that we couldn’t see being hurt.
We arrived at the refugee camp in May 1981, where we found Dad
and my maternal family members who I had never met. As bad as
the camp might seem by today’s standards, it was much better than
the life we left back in the village. It felt like paradise.
In August 1981 we learned we had been chosen to migrate to the
US. We were assigned to Houston, Texas. I remember seeing the
great big plane on the tarmac and thought I was going to heaven.
Flying into Houston created another mind shift. Seeing the
buildings, cars, and people speaking languages I didn’t understand
was mind bog-gling. We were housed with other refugee families on
Caroline Street in Houston. Curtains, giving us privacy, separated
our living quarters.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Important Numbers
Robison Elementary............................................281-213-1700
Spillane Middle School........................................281-213-1645
Cy-Fair High School...........................................281-897-4600
Cy-Woods High School.......................................281-213-1919
Constable Ron Hickman, (24 Hour Emergency).281-376-3472
Centerpoint Energy Gas......................................713-659-2111
Centerpoint Emergency Gas Leaks..................... 713-659-3552
CenterPoint Energy.............................................713-207-2222
Poison Control Center........................................800-764-7661
Cypress Mill M.U.D. #1.....................................281-374-8989
AT&T Repair Center..........................................800-246-8464
Street Light Outages............................................713-207-2222
Comcast Cable....................................................713-341-1000
Waste Corporation of America Recycling........... 281-368-8397
Principal Management........................................713-329-7100
Pipeline Company.............................................281-925-3816
Mowing of Pipeline easement; Standing water; Smells or leaks

Street Lights – Center Point Energy...................713-207-2222
Damaged or Burned Out Street Lights
**They will need 6-digit pole number when calling**
Harris County Road and Bridge.......................281-463-6300
To request street signs and to report street damage, curb damage,
street flooding, or missing/damaged street signs.
Newsletter Publisher
Contributing Editor...................................... Samantha Y. Obas
Articles................................................... cypressmill@peelinc.com
Peel, Inc.....................advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the newsletters is the 9th of each month.
Please email articles to: cypressmill@peelinc.com

Advertising Information

Please support the businesses that advertise in the Messenger.
Their advertising dollars make it possible for all Cypress Mill
residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no charge. No
homeowners association funds are used to produce or mail
the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 888-6876444, advertising@PEELinc.com
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(Continued from Cover)
Within a few days, we were sent to live in Conroe where my
dad found a job as a custodian for Conroe school district. Four to
six weeks later, Mom also got a job. At first, he walked. Then, he
bicycled to work. Rain or shine. Proudly, he would boast later, “I
never missed a day of work.”
Mom and Dad always put education first. They told us, “We can’t
give you much, but we can make sure that you get a good education.”
Growing up, we were expected to help them when they picked
up extra jobs. There was very little free time. Weekends, holidays,
evenings, they would clean offices, churches and residential homes.
My sister and I were sheltered. There was no dating, school parties,
or sleepovers.
As I contemplated college, my only options were Sam Houston or
the Uni-versity of Houston. Either one I would have to commute.
I chose Sam Houston. This is where I met my husband. He was
Hindu; I was Buddhist. Because both families believed in arranged
marriages, we broke all the traditional rules.
After graduation, I held several corporate positions. One day out
of the blue, my husband came home and told me he had bought me
a liquor store. I’d no idea he had planned to make such a substantial
investment, nor why he chose a liquor store.
I guess it was because of my parents. After they retired, they cashed
in their entire retirement and bought a liquor store in Jefferson, Texas.
Frank-ly, it’s incredible that they made it. They knew absolutely
nothing about selling liquor. But, they survived and have been very
successful.
It has been a real journey, I traded a life of stability with recurring
paychecks to that of the entrepreneurial path —with no guarantees: a
life of competition, employee relations and razor-thin profit margins.
However, it has changed my life, in a good way. Now I own two
locations, my origi-nal shop at 290 and West 34th Street, and Civic
Liquor & Wine here in Fair-field. I enjoy the challenge.
In closing I asked Sarphonn after all is said and done, what had
she learned from life. Her answer, “Opportunity is out there. Hard
work will take you places. Look at my parents starting with $50.
Look how far we have come. Hard work and dedication will take
(Continued on Page 4)

JV CARPENTRY
CUSTOM CABINETS
CUSTOM TRIM
FREE ESTIMATES

IVAN VAGLIENTY
832.259.6901

jvaglientycarpentry@gmail.com
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Authentic
Montessori in your
neighborhood.

A proud part of your community for 20 years.
For two decades, we have proudly encouraged and stimulated
children’s independence in your community through authentic
Montessori learning. Our nationally certified, tenured
Montessori teachers are dedicated to empowering children
to realize their full potential and achieve a lifetime of
success. Here at Longwood Montessori School, you’ll find:
• Certified, tenured Montessori teachers
• Mixed-age classrooms

Plus, new
families receive

$150 off tuition
and FREE
registration!*

• STEAM Studio
• Full complement of Montessori equipment

NOW ENROLLING. TOUR TODAY.
Longwood Montessori School
12839 Louetta Rd. • Cypress, TX
Hours: 6 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. • 281.655.5900 • Montessori.com
* Programs and hours of operation may vary by school. Offer provides free registration and tuition credit equal to $150; new enrollees only. Registration fee credit is applied upon enrollment. Tuition credit is applied in the second month of enrollment. To redeem the $150 tuition credit, full
monthly tuition must be paid in advance by check or ACH. Child must enroll for a minimum of three days per week and must not have been previously enrolled at a Learning Care Group school. Not valid with any other offer or discount. Offer is valid on a space available basis; no cash value.
Offer available only to those accounts when full tuition is paid in advance; must be paid by check or ACH payment. Limit one coupon per child. One time use. Learning Care Group is not responsible for and cannot replace or redeem lost, stolen, destroyed or expired coupons. Offer not valid
for Learning Care Group associates or their immediate families. Offer valid at participating locations only and subject to availability. Offer does not guarantee enrollment. Certain restrictions may apply to subsidy families—See school for details. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider. ©2018 La Petite Academy, Inc. Must enroll and attend by 11/30/18. FMU13

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.

Cypress Mill Chronicle - December 2018 3

CYPRESS MILL
(Continued from Page 2)
you anywhere you want to go!”
Sarphonn and her husband have two boys. Shawn just turned 20 and
is a student at A&M, and Andy is a junior in high school. Although they
are American through and through, Sarphonn insists that she is trying
to instill in her children the love of education and the importance of
the strong work ethic that her parents passed along to her and her sister.

First Baptist Church of Cypress
Jesus said, “Come to me ...and I will give you rest.”

Civic Liquor & Wine
Come in and Check out our Specials. Stock up for the holidays
before company arrives. Up to 10% Off full case for non-sale items.
Whether you’re just sipping them straight or making festive
holiday cocktails, we have a large selection of everything you need.
Civic 1
15202 Mason Road #800
Cypress, Texas 77433
(281) 746-2377 business
(281) 536-3527 cell
civicliquor@icloud.com

Civic 2
5240 West 34th suite B
Houston, TX 77092
(713) 686-9463 business
(281) 536-3527 cell
civicliquor@icloud.com

Always Check Our Weekly Specials.
facebook.com/civicliquorandwine
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Sundays:
Traditional worship: 10:45am
Children’s worship: 10:45am
Bible Study: 9:30am
Wednesdays:
Dinner: 6:00pm
Prayer & Bible Study: 6:30pm
Thursdays:
Men’s coffee &
Life Focus: 9-10:00am

Hanging of the Green
Service: Sunday Dec. 2
10:45 am
Christmas Music Service:
Sunday Dec. 16 10:45 am
Christmas Eve Service:
Monday Dec. 24 5:00 pm

1st & 3rd Fridays:
Ladies Fellowship 10:00 am
14515 Cypress North Houston Rd 77429
281-469-0171
fbccypress.org
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Reflux Services
at Houston Methodist
Willowbrook Hospital
The digestive health experts at Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital understand
the discomfort and frustration that often comes from chronic acid reflux. Our team of
specialists evaluate the symptoms of each individual to recommend appropriate diagnostic
and treatment options.
If you are experiencing any of the following symptoms:
•

Burning sensation in the back of the mouth

•

Dry cough and hoarseness

•

Difficulty breathing

•

Frequent heartburn

•

Difficulty swallowing

•

Irritation in the esophagus

•

Discomfort in the chest and throat

We are here to help.

Call the Houston Methodist Willowbrook Hospital
Reflux Services navigation line at 281.737.GERD (4373)
and find a Houston Methodist reflux specialist near you.

houstonmethodist.org/willowbrook
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

NOT AVAILABLE
ONLINE

The Cypress Mill Chronicle is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to
use The Cypress Mill Chronicle contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway,
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax,
or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively
for the private use of Peel, Inc.

BASHANS PAINTING
& HOME REPAIR
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• HardiPlank Replacement
• Sheetrock Repair
• Cabinet Painting
• Pressure Washing
• Fence Replacement
• Custom Staining

• Wood Replacement
• Interior Carpentry
• Sheet Rock Insulation
• Interior & Exterior Door
Replacements
• Stucco Repair
• Wallpaper & Texture Removal
• Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT

20 Years Experience • References Available
Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

◆ FULLY INSURED
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Meet Elle

CYPRESS MILL

submitted by Traci Graper
Elle Graper, a nine year old
Fairfield resident, has been
chosen as a Houston finalist for
a PBS television show, hosted
by Ethan Bortnick, called the
Celebration of Music. Elle
was chosen out of hundreds
of contestants to compete
in the Houston finals along
with twenty-one other child
musicians.
Elle is an avid dancer, singer
and actress and has performed
in several local shows. She has
trained at Theatre Under the
Stars: Humphreys School of Musical Theatre since she was four years
old, where she enjoys performing at local community events as well
as volunteering with The River Program for inclusive arts. She has
had the opportunity to train with the Joffrey School and A Class
Act New York. Some of Elle’s favorite roles have been “Zuzu Bailey”

in Houston Grand Opera’s World Premiere of It’s a Wonderful Life
and “Little Nanny Tickle” in TUTS Sleeping Beauty and Her Winter
Knight. Elle loves lending her talent to bring awareness and raise
money for causes she believes in.
As a child, music has always been something that has given Elle
hope and an outlet to cope with the struggles of having Cystic
Fibrosis. When Elle isn’t at dance class, singing a song, or performing
on stage, she is working hard to fight the progression of her disease.
Elle spends three to five hours each day doing breathing treatments
and wearing a vest in order to try and fight the build up of mucus
in her lungs. Music and performing not only help strengthen Elle’s
lungs, but allow her to escape the world of doctors and pills and
just be a kid. Elle often comments that “I am just really lucky that
I happen to love the things that work to keep me healthy”. Elle’s
childhood dream is to move to New York City and perform in a
Broadway show.
The Houston concert for The Celebration of Music will be held
at Match Theatre on December 14th. One finalist will be chosen
based on popular vote, and will proceed to the Los Angeles final
show. You can read more about Elle, watch her video, and vote at
https://celebrationofmusic.com/elle-graper.
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