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You deserve a great Realtor® who knows 

Meyerland!
We have over 50 years of combined experience.

Terry
Cominsky
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

713.558.3331
Terry.Cominsky@Sothebyshomes.com 

If you are thinking of buying or selling a home in Meyerland, 

allow us to provide you with our Meyerland expertise, 

the strength of Martha Turner Sotheby’s International 

Realty’s worldwide network and a Relocation Department 

coordinating moves of buyers into Houston.

Contact us with all your real estate needs.

Brena
Moglovkin
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®

832.264.6007
Brena.Moglovkin@Sothebyshomes.com 

Wishing you a happy & healthy holiday season!
Terry & Brena - Your Meyerland Specialists.

MEYERLAND | 5622 Jason  
3-4 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | No flooding | Remodeled
Offered at $498,500 | MLS 12426883 

MEYERLAND | 5126 Carew Street  
4 BEDROOMS | 3 BATHS
Offered at $449,900 | MLS 78970191 

MEYERLAND | 5031 Grape Street  
4 BEDROOMS | 6.5 BATHS | No flooding in home | Offered at $1,395,000 | MLS 86053883 

MEYERLAND | 5106 Yarwell Drive  
4-5 BEDROOMS | 3 BATHS
Offered at $319,000 | MLS 81754782 

MEYERLAND | 5211 Paisley Street  
Beautiful ±11,700 sq. ft. corner lot
Offered at $309,000 | MLS 822412 

MEYERLAND | 5239 Imogene
3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | Move in ready
Offered at $369,000 | MLS 41911666 

MEYERLAND | 5210 Carew Street
3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | Move in ready
Offered at $398,000 | MLS 61210859 

MEYERLAND | 5326 Yarwell Drive
3 BEDROOMS | 2 BATHS | No flooding | Remodeled
Offered at $449,999 | MLS 21241232 

Sold!Pending Sale!Reduced!
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Flood Relief Update – Congressional Visitors
By Charles Goforth, Section 1 Director

Cover Credit
Bellamy Franzen with Officers Wong, Williams and 

Kleinschmidt at the Indigo home of her grandparents, 
Cindy and Charley Raimond at National Night Out 
in October.

United States Congressman and Majority House Whip, Steve 
Scalise, was in Houston recently and requested a tour of the 
Meyerland area . . . you know, the media’s poster child for flooding. 
Scalise is the highest ranking government official to visit our area 
since President Eisenhower dispatched his VP, Richard Nixon, to 
perform the ribbon cutting ceremony at the opening of Meyerland’s 
first model homes in 1955. When I was asked if I was willing to greet 
Scalise and Congressman John Culberson to show them some of the 
Project Brays construction and tour the community, I quickly said 
“sign me up”. At the start of the tour it felt like we were old friends 
trading war stories. Scalise’s district was hit by a massive 3-day flood 
almost exactly a year before Harvey. His eerily similar experiences 
with flooding provided him with a grasp of our situation that few 
from outside of our area (especially in government) could ever have.

While much of our focus was on Meyerland, I was able to 
emphasize the widespread damage that spanned US-59 to the 
Medical Center and how many other communities such as Bellaire, 
Robindell, Westbury, Braeswood Place, Maplewood S/N and Willow 
Meadows have been subjected to repetitive flooding year after year, 
as has Meyerland. Congressman Culberson was in campaign mode 
selling the fact, that although evidence of recovery is everywhere, the 
flood waters will be back and so much more needs to be done with 
not only the obvious continued flood risk reduction infrastructure 
improvements, but also mitigation assistance for the individual 
homesites. Culberson and I teamed up on this stating that those that 
have already “self-mitigated” (post Memorial Day Flood) either by 
elevating, building new or clearing their lot without receiving a prior 
federal grant should be able to retroactively participate in obtaining 
any benefits made available. Also, individual mitigation assistance 
can almost certainly assure that repetitive claims (taxpayers’ burden) 
will be eliminated. 

Culberson also spoke about the hardships on the Jewish 
community and the deep, tight roots that are integral to not only 
our successful past, but to the overall recovery and future prosperity. 
He specifically brought up the damage to the area’s synagogues and 
neighborhood centers and the need for the congregants to reside 
in close proximity. Their hardship is magnified because some can’t 
just move to temporary housing miles away during recovery; close 
proximity is a must. We ended up in the 5200 block of Braesvalley 
where Scalise got to meet some of the neighbors and get a closer look 
at the damage and recovery before holding a brief press conference.

Even though the U.S. House of Representatives flipped, 
Representative Scalise will still hold an influential position among 
lawmakers and his newfound familiarity with our community can 
only be a benefit.

I’ll admit it was somewhat surreal cruising through our community 
in a blacked out security, reinforced Suburban with two congressmen 
and four Secret Service agents inside while being escorted and 
followed by blacked out sedans . . . and no stopping for red lights!

Charles Goforth, Sec 1 Director, Congressman John Culberson, 
Congressman Steve Scalise, Amy Hoechstetter, MCIA Office Manager

Meet and Greet at 5230 Braesvalley
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How to Interview Elevation Companies 
By Shirley Hou

Once  you have 
decided to elevate your 
house, first research 
which  companies 
have  succe s s fu l l y 
raised homes in the 
Meyerland area. This 
is a speciality field, so 
be careful of just any 
company who claims 

they have the expertise and experience. Some of elevation companies 
that have finished projects in the Meyerland area are (in alphabetical 
order): Abry Brothers Foundation, Arkitektura Development, Leon 
Foundation Repair, and Planet Three Elevation (P3). 

Once you have contacted the companies for an in-person 
appointment and site visit, be prepared to ask them the following 
questions.

General Questions:
1.	 How long have you been elevating homes?
2.	 Where is their main office?
3.	 How many projects have you actually finished in my 

neighborhood?
4.	 Ask for references for completed jobs and actually check 

out those houses yourself with your own eyes! Contact the 
references!

5.	 Who is going to be my go-to contact person over the course 
of the project?

6.	 Do you take full responsibility for getting HOA permits or 
is it the homeowner's job? Clarify this especially if you are 
in Meyerland.

7.	 What is your payment plan? 			 
Note: For a self-pay lift, payment structure is usually in 4 
parts: 20%-40%-30%-10% or 30%-30%-30%-10% at the 
successful completion of one of the four phases: (a) Design 
and engineering drawings completed, HOA approval and 
City permits obtained; (b) House is in the air (c) House 
is "substantially complete" (typically includes skirt, stairs, 
utilities reconnect) (d) Final payment after punch list and job 
is done. You should not have to pay any money to get started!

8.	 Do you warranty your work? For how long and to what extent? 
Is said warranty transferable to next owner?

Construction Questions:
1.	 What method do you use to lift? Are these your employees 

or do you subcontract? (If the work is subcontracted, check 
how long they have been in that business, and in which 
geographies, e.g. Houston, Galveston, New Orleans, etc.)

2.	 How do you shore up the walls?
3.	 Do you put concrete and rebar in all of the outside CMU 

walls and attach to the existing slab?

4.	 Do you use 16" open blocks at all the corners of the house 
and any other needed areas with rebar cages and back filled 
with concrete?

5.	 If you have an attached garage or breezeway: what are my 
options? Have you done work like this before?

6.	 If you have any part of your house that is not a rectangle: how 
will you address it?

7.	 Looking at my house specifically, where do you see the greatest 
risk and complexity in the project? E.g. utility lines, "special" 
floor plans, etc.

Elevating your house is a unique and oftentimes stressful 
experience, so it is important to get support from others who have 
gone through the process. If you are elevating your house or seriously 
considering it, join the Facebook group, “Houston Flood Support 
Group: We’re Going Up!” This is a self-managed support group 
for Houston flood survivors who are elevating their homes, with 
particular emphasis on homeowners in the Meyerland area. Some 
are on the FEMA grant but most are self-pay. You will find advice 
and support among the 190-plus members on how to get started 
and what to expect through the process. 
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Meyerland’s Superhero Retires
By Amy Hoechstetter

Meyerland is sad to announce that Sergeant Larry Bauer will be 
leaving not only our Meyerland community, but law enforcement 
entirely as he retires effective November 30, 2018. For more than five 
years, our community has benefitted from the personal protection 
Sgt. Bauer was driven to ensure. Working closely with a team of six 
additional Constable Deputies, Sgt. Bauer focused his attention on 
the protection of our homes and our families. He frequently went 
the extra mile when responding to calls to discover and report the 
details, including following up to confirm that all possible evidence 
was made available to investigators, for the benefit of the Meyerland 
residents. His militaristic, but supportive disposition and gentle 
manner of dealing with victims of crime will never be matched.

Sgt. Bauer expressed his formal southern upbringing in phrases 
such as “Yes ma’am” and “yes, sir” as a sign of respect to everyone 
with which he spoke. As a child growing up in Harlingen, Texas, 
Sgt. Bauer, like many other young children at one-point or another 
thought of being a police officer, but he did not pursue the profession 
until 1992. His education included Texas State Technical Institute 
where he was trained in Data Processing. He worked at Shell Oil from 
1981 until 1991, at which time he was laid off. Sgt. Bauer’s epiphany 

that led to a career in law enforcement occurred while looking out 
his window at home and noticing a police car sitting at a stop sign. 
He thought “Oh I can do that”. He enrolled in the Gus George Law 
Enforcement Academy in Fort Bend and upon graduation, joined 
Precinct 5 as a Constable Deputy. Over the course of a 26-year career, 
Sgt. Bauer has worked in various departments including Parks and 
as a Sergeant for both Wilchester (on the west side of town) and 
Meyerland. Sgt. Bauer learned very quickly that Meyerland has very 
high standards of work and detailed reporting expectations from our 
partner against crime, Precinct 5. No trouble for him though as he 
was determined to be the best Sergeant Meyerland has ever seen.

Congratulations Sgt. Bauer. Mission accomplished.

When asked about his plans for retirement, he had the following 
to say. “I want to be with my wife Velma (a Teacher’s Aide at Lamar 
Consolidated), my son Randall and my grandson Paxton. And now 
I have an opportunity to try different experiences until I find my 
hobby – after I get through my honey-do list. I’m fortunate that I 
can live on my retirement and don’t need an extra job and I’m not 
certain if that is in my future but if I get bored, who knows. Right 
now, I can take care of the ‘the little one’ (his grandson Paxton) whose 
hair is always a napkin.”

So as we say goodbye and best wishes to Sergeant Bauer, we are left 
with very warm and happy memories of the countless interactions 
we have had with Meyerland’s ultimate protector and gentleman 
who regularly would jest about how he was our superhero. Imagine 
if you will, Sgt. Bauer in his Superman stance with hands on hips, 
looking forward with a smile on his face, red cape extending from his 
shoulders, flowing in the wind, who exits one last time and sails “up, 
up and away” into retirement. So long, Superman! You will be missed.

Temporary Waivers
The MCIA Board of Directors (BOD) on November 12, 2018 

voted to extend the temporary waivers that were previously 
granted due to flooding from Hurricane Harvey until June 
30, 2019. As such, Lot owners may have storage containers for 
storing flood related items and mobile home/travel trailers for use 
due to dwelling flooding on their lots beyond the standard time 
limits. In addition, the BOD waived construction fees. Please 
note, the fee waiver only relates to applications for construction 
or lot modification. All other fees remain in effect, as do the 
requirements that lot owners submit an application to the MCIA 
for any exterior construction, exterior structure modifications or 
lot modifications. The BOD hopes that this helps our lot owners 
during this time of recovery. If you have any questions, please 
contact the MCIA office at 713-729-2167.

Sgt. Larry Bauer

Medicare Enrollment is Here

“Personalized advise you can trust from your neighbor!”

Whether you’re switching plans or new to Medicare, I as your 
Community Life & Health Specialist, can help you navigate 

your options and pick the coverage that’s right for YOU. 
Leaving you feeling confident and comfortable is my goal.

Damon M. Griffin,
Senior Benefits Advisor

Cell: 832-494-5086
Email: grif@sbcglobal.net
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Incredible Renovations 

 “On Time. On Budget...Guaranteed!” 

                       
                       ONE STOP SHOP: 
  Structural Engineer, Architectural Designer,  

           Interior Designer on Staff 
            DEPENDABLE: 
  On Time On Budget…Guaranteed! 
           ACCOMPLISHED: 
BBB Pinnacle Award 2011, 2017, 2018 

Award of Excellence Last 10 Years 
          EXPERIENCED: 
Over 39 Years Designing & Building 
               Homes 
 

    Build New or Remodel 
                  FREE ESTIMATE 
                  (713) 532-2526  
     www.incrediblerenovations.com 
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(Continued on Page 10)

B e t w e e n  t h e 
construction and the 
recent rains in the 
area, many Meyerland 
h o m e o w n e r s  a r e 
b e m o a n i n g  t h e 
mudpits that have 
replaced their yards. 
I am actually excited 
about  my mudpit 
because it gives me 
the chance to create 
a new landscape with 
greater wildlife appeal. 

I consider my front yard as a woodland habitat anchored with a live 
oak and a southern magnolia north of the house. Understandably 
the St. Augustine grass is challenged by the shade, which is now 
even greater with the house lifted 42 inches. And let’s just say the 
foundation shrubs or what’s left of them have seen better days. My 
goal is to replace what I can with native plants that will provide 
winter berries and cover for birds and nectar for butterflies and 
other pollinators. I expect reduced water use and mowing will be 
an added benefit.

Incorporating multiple vertical layers maximizes habitat since 
different species prefer different levels. Designing the habitat from top 
to bottom makes sense, since the trees are already in place. Happily 
ours are native and already popular with mockingbirds, blue jays, 
robins and squirrels. In addition to nesting places, both trees produce 
seeds favored by local wildlife.

For the shrub layer, we are starting fresh. Our azaleas were beautiful 
but they only bloomed for about a week. Now we have one intact 
and one cut in half at six feet tall and two trying to come back from 
their roots. I never was too fond of the other shrubs that we inherited 

Trash Can Cleaning Service Be NICE * to Birds and 
Butterflies This Winter

Plant natives instead of common exotics

I Heart Kolter Campaign 
Exceeds Fundraising Goal

By Chris Bisel

By Lucy Randel, Director-At-Large

By Hydee Kagan and Brooke Wagenheim, I Heart Kolter 
Campaign Co-Chairs

In the Spring of 2013, a flyer was left on my door. I generally don’t 
pay much mind to these and throw them directly in the recycling 
container, but this one caught my eye. It was for a service company 
that will come occasionally and clean and disinfect my trash cans. 
Wow! This is a service that I had no idea I wanted! I signed up right 
away and it was awesome. My two trash cans and my recycling can 
smelled like flowers and were spotless after the service was performed. 
I told several neighbors about it and we all subscribed to the service. 
We were all very sad that the company went out of business about 
a year later. 

I recently read a post on NextDoor about this same type of service 
that had been started again in the Houston area. The two companies 
I found that perform this service in Houston are BlastCan and 
Geoffery Garbage Can Cleaning. I contacted BlastCan and spoke 
to John, the owner. Meyerland is out of their service area on their 
website and I was bummed. However, he said he would be happy 
to come and service my cans anyway. I was thrilled as I have really 
missed this service. My neighbor and I immediately signed up and 
now we have sparkling fresh cans every other month when they 
come. They have different service plans, but I chose the plan that 
cleans my two trash cans every other month for a year for $110, or 
approximately $9.00 a can per visit. You can select your plan on their 
website and subscribe accordingly. I chose to have my recycling can 
done on an ala carte basis since it doesn’t get nearly as gross as the 
trash cans. Once you have this service, you won’t want to give it up. 
More information can be found on their website at www.blastcan.
com if you have any questions. Although I opted to use BlastCan, 
similar services are provided by www.geoffreycleans.com. Whichever 
company you choose, you will not be disappointed in having clean, 
disinfected trashcans without having to scour them yourself.

Due to the generosity of 
our parents and community, 
Kolter Elementary PTO 
surpassed its fundraising 
goal of $75,000 for its 
annual I Heart Kolter 

Family Underwriting Campaign! We are blown away by your 
support and are so excited for all the meaningful ways our 
students and teachers will benefit from these funds. We are proud 
to be a part of this community and we thank you for your love of 
Kolter and your contribution to making it the amazing place it is.
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Did you know that 
Texas Education Code 
Sec. 54.365 allows 
for Senior Citizens 
to audit any course 
offered by a Texas 
institution without 
payment of a fee if 
space is available? 
Also, senior citizens 

may enroll in up to six credit hours each semester or summer term 
without payment of tuition if space is available. A senior citizen is 
described as a person 65 years of age or older.

Texas Education Code Sec. 54.263 allows for students age 55 or 
older to pay reduced tuition and fees at rates lower than the rates 
otherwise stated. 

If you are interested in these programs, please contact your Texas 
higher learning institution for further information.

OUTSMARTING CANCER  
TAKES  LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of nationally recognized specialists 
are finding new ways to outsmart cancer, while delivering the most advanced treatments 
and comprehensive care available. From screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge 
treatments, our leading cancer care is available at all seven locations across Greater 
Houston, so you can focus on healing, surviving and thriving.

Baytown

Willowbrook

Texas Medical Center

West Houston-Katy

Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Clear Lake

houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer
713.790.2700

Higher Education for Senior 
Citizens

By Joyce Young

In the Know
By Joyce Young

If you are new to the Meyerland area, you may want to sign up 
for Nextdoor Meyerland at https://nextdoor.com/neighborhood/
meyerland--houston--tx/. Meyerland neighbors use this website 
to share recommendations, classifieds, lost and found, important 
alerts and other information pertinent to the neighborhood.

If you are a mom (or dad) with young children (ages 0-5), you 
may also want to check out the Meyerland Mom’s group at www.
bigtent.com/groups/mmoyc and 
www.bellaireyoungmothers.org/ 
for friendship and support.

Also, be sure to sign up 
at www.Meyerland.net to 
receive important alerts 
and announcements 
regarding the 
Meyerland 
community.
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(Continued from Page 8)At no time will any source be allowed to use The Meyerlander's contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in any way, shape or form, nor in any media, 
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of 
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission 
from Peel, Inc. The information in the Meyerland Newsletter is exclusively for 
the private use of the Meyerland CIA and Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
* The Meyerland CIA does not endorse any products, services, or goods mentioned 
in the newsletter.

– boxwood, Japanese Yew, and Burford holly. They did not change 
much from season to season and even if it got cold enough for them 
to produce berries, the birds did not seem too interested. 

Our replacement shrubs include American Beautyberry (Callicarpa 
Americana) and Virginia Sweetspire (Itea Virginica), which were 
obtained at the Houston Arboretum fall native plant sale and may 
also be available from native plant nurseries or suppliers in town. 
Both grow in partial or dappled shade under or near trees. American 
Beautyberry usually grows to about 5-7 feet in our local soil and 
can be pruned to desired size; it doesn’t like soggy spots. It shows 
off beautiful purple berries, which persist through fall after the 
leaves drop. Virginia Sweetspire, typically 4 to 5 feet tall, produces 
4 inch white spires of flowers around May. The spires remain in fall 
with small seeds while the leaves turn yellow to red. It prefers moist 
conditions even tolerating the soggy gumbo parts of the yard. Using 
a variety of shrubs with seeds of different sizes provides food for 
multiple bird species.

In the lowest layer the grass is pretty much gone right now, along 
with much of the topsoil and some of the tree root outer layer. 
Native groundcovers and perennial flowers will provide nectar and 
even more seeds for birds and butterflies. The trees will get a larger 
mulch ring and a native groundcover that invited itself to our yard 
will be encouraged. Horseherb (Calyptocarpus vialis), a low growing 
plant with tiny yellow flowers has always slipped into patches of the 
lawn and after the invasion of sod webworms decimated the grass, 
the horseherb filled in the holes. It doesn’t get more than 6 to 10 
inches high, minimizing mowing, can be walked on and doesn’t need 
watering other than in prolonged dry spells. Unlike St. Augustine, its 
stays green all winter unless there is a hard freeze, which could make 
it disappear for a short time. The tiny yellow flowers provide nectar 
for butterflies and bees. You may still need some type of turf for the 
backyard play area but horseherb is great for moderate foot traffic.

A variety of heights, shapes, colors and fruit sizes in your planting 
creates habitat for multiple species and visual interest, while using 
defined borders and edges keep things neat and attractive. Extra 
focal points like boulders and birdbaths enhance both the habitat 
and the curb appeal.

For more information consult the native plant files of the Ladybird 
Johnson Wildflower Center or the Native Plant Society of Texas-
Houston Chapter.

www.wildflower.org

https://npsot.org/wp/houston/files/2018/09/NATIVE-PLANT-
GUIDE.pdf

*NICE (Native Instead of Common Exotics) is an acronym used 
by the Native Plant Society of Texas.
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WHY CHOOSE OUR SERVICES?

We offer online billing and accept 
all credit cards

We have balanced billing main-
tenance plans for carefree auto-
mated service

We customize each maintenance 
plan to match the clients budget 
and goals

Our landscape designs are hardy, 
lush, and professional and our 
pricing is competitive

Our managers are native, degreed & 
experienced with local landscapes

713.778.1476

2007 Recipient of Mayoral Honorable Mention Award, Keep Houston Beautiful

www.AustinLandscaping.net

Lawn Care - maintenance - tree works - landscaping design and installation - turf care - quarterly care

Vertical platform lifts  •  Elevators  
Commercial  •  Residential

Purchase or Rent

Are you elevating your home or building in a flood zone?

Call us to set up a FREE evaluation or stop by our 
showroom to find the mobility solution 

that’s right for you.

Locally owned and operated to help access your home, garage, and yard

HOUSTON.101MOBILITY.COM

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE 
RENTAL PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

832-981-3848
5829 W. Sam Houston Pkwy N.  •  Suite #701 

Houston, TX 77041
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713-622-9339             www.bethwolff.com

       Exceptional Service
40Celebrating  ofyears

Ed Wol�     Beth Wol�      

Price reduced! Customize this 
2 story Mid-Century Modern 

Mark Fontenot            $460,000

4,000+ sqft. on 17,000+ sqft. Lot
Features 4/3.5, Pool and Deck

Bob Reader            $379,000

Opportunity to Rebuild on Prime
Oak Tree Lined Street

Marie Caplan           $329,500

4/2.5 Ready for Remodel, Just
a Short Walk to Godwin Park 

Jose Oti                         $295,000

Make this 4/3.5 All Your Own! 
Short Walk to Godwin Park

Bob Reader                     $329,000 

5/4 Ready for Updates! Zoned
to Kolter, Pin Oak, Bellaire

Stephen Sheffer            $449,000 

Gorgeous Remodel with 4/2.5
on Wooded 9,000 sqft. Lot

8,000+sqft. Home Site, Great
Opportunity for Remodel!

Stephen Sheffer             $499,900

Cindy Cook                    $299,000

Meyerland

Meyerland

Meyerland

Meyerland

Meyerland

Meyerland

Meyerland Meyerland

PENDING

SOLD

PENDING

PENDING

Never Flooded! 3/2, Beautiful
& Spacious Yard, Open Flow

Marie Caplan              $290,000

Meyerland Area


