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By: Vivian Marinelli, FEI Behavioral Health

You've made your lists and you've checked them twice. Now it’s
off to shop for the naughty (maybe) and nice.

With holiday shopping upon us, here are tips for keeping yourself,
your identity and your carefully picked gifts safe and the holiday
season enjoyable, whether shopping online or at the mall.

Online Shopping

Before you log on and make your first purchase, keep these ideas
in mind to protect your credit card and keep your bank account
information safe:

*  Only visit secure shopping websites—look for the “lock.”
Check the address bar for a padlock symbol indicating it’s a
secure website. Also, addresses beginning with “https” (and
not just “http”) indicate additional web security.

e Shop online only with a secure network. Although you
might be enjoying a nice cup of hot cocoa at a coffee shop,
avoid using the public Wi-Fi in order to keep your payment
information safe.

e Protect your personal information. Never click the box to
“remember” or save your password or credit card information.
It only takes a few seconds to enter this information when
you revisit a site. (This is not only a good idea for shopping,
but should be a general rule for keeping your passwords safe.)

*  Watch out for imposters. With online shopping, you typically
receive a confirmation for the order and another when
shipping occurs. One current phishing scam sends a fake
email indicating a problem with your order and includes
a link or attachment to click. Another phishing scam is
targeting Amazon shoppers. Amazon will never send you an
unsolicited email asking for sensitive personal information like
your social security number, tax ID, bank account number,
credit card information, ID questions like “mother's maiden
name” or account password. If you receive a suspicious email,

please report it immediately by sending it as an attachment to
stop-spoofing@amazon.com. (Likewise, if you are reporting
a suspicious URL, put it in the body of the email and send it
to stop-spoofing@amazon.com.)

*  Monitor your purchases. This is another list to “check twice.”
Hopefully, you are reviewing your credit card and bank
statements throughout the year. During the holidays, it is even
more important to be vigilant so you can catch any suspicious
activity on your accounts.

*  Ship to a secure location. Package theft is becoming a growing
trend. Avoid having your boxes stolen from your front porch
by shipping to your work address or a neighbor who is home
during the day. Take advantage of delivery lockers in your area
and have your order shipped there instead.

Brick and Mortar Shopping

For those of us who prefer feeling the “spirit of the holidays” by
enjoying the sights, sounds and smells of the shopping experience,
keep in mind that there may be people other than Santa and his
helpers watching.

Some tips to keep in mind before heading out ro the mall:

Prepare. Before you head out to shop, gear up for the trek. The
stores can be warm and you may want to leave your coat in the car;
that way, you are not trying to keep track of your coat, packages,
your purse and/or your wallet.

Distractions. The most common distraction is to be on the phone
or texting as you are walking to the next store, or to your car. You may
be checking on information for your next purchase, but someone else
might be checking for people they can catch off-guard. It’s critical to
be aware of your surroundings at these susceptible times. Wait until
you are in a place where you can focus and not be a target.

Parking. Pay attention to detail when choosing a parking spot. It
(Continued on Page 2)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCQCY ...ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienieieeceeeteeeeene e 911
Fire. .o 911
AmbUulance ......cooueeririeiniiiinc e 911
Sheriff — Non-Emergency ......c.cccccoeevvivininneneee 281-331-9000
Pearland Police Department.......coceeveveeennenee 281-997-4100
SCHOOLS

Mary Marek Elementary ......ccccoeeveniecnncnnene. 281-245-3232
Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary .................... 281-245-3090
Manvel Junior High ......ccooooiiniiininii. 281-331-1416
Alvin Senior High .....ccoooveiiiniiiniiiniines 281-331-8151
Manvel High School .......cccccoeiniciniiinnnee. 281-245-2235
Alvin ISD Administration ........c.cccevevveeruennne 281-338-1130
Alvin ISD Transportation ........ccoceveveeerveuennnes 281-331-0960
UTILITIES

Electricity - Reliant Energy.......cccoccovvveneinnnee. 713-207-7777

Gas - Center Point .....cceeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeieeeeennennn 713-659-2111

Trash Removal - City of Pearland ................... 281-652-1600
CITY

Pearland City Hall.........cccoooiiiini 281-652-1600
Pearland Utility Billing - Water Dept. ............ 281-652-1603
Pearland Animal Control........c.cccceeveirinnnnne 281-652-1970
Pearland Police Dept - Non-Emergency ......... 281-652-1100
Pearland Public Works.......cccccveiiinicnincnncnnne 281-652-1900
OTHER NUMBERS

Pearland Post Office .....covevveeeverieiirieieceieene, 281-485-2132
Poison Control.......coeceverieerereninenieinenienes 800-764-7661
Brazoria County Health Department............. 979-864-1484
Animal Control.......cccoevenieveniiniiininiicnenn. 281-756-2265
Cable/Internet/Phone... COMCAST .............. 713-341-1000
NEWSLETTER

Articles..cooveoiiiinieniiiniians shadowcreekranch@peelinc.com
Publisher

Peel, TC. toieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s 1-888-687-6444
AdVErtising....ccoveveeerreveniereineeeinereinnenenens 1-888-687-6444

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

CARRIE'S MAID SERVICE: Are you paying more than $100
to have your house cleaned? 3500 SF or less — you are paying
too much! Reliable. Quality Work. Affordably Priced. Supplies
Furnished. Over 20 years in business. Call 281-870-0303 or
cimage | @att.net Bonded

(Continued from Cover)

may be daylight when you park, but it may be dark when you return
to your car. Try parking in a well-lit area. Make note of the location
of your car, or tie a holiday bow to your car where you will be able
to spot it easily. Prior to leaving the store or mall, gather all your
packages and have your keys ready in your hand. Walk with purpose
to your car and scan your surroundings for anyone (or anything)
that seems suspicious. Many shops or malls have additional security
on-site, even in the parking lots. Some also have escorts available
who will accompany you to your car.

Super-shopping. If you plan on a shopping marathon, following
the first three tips will have you ready for the race. However, if you
need to make multiple trips to your car to drop off purchases, you'll
need to make sure they are secure until you return. Put packages
in the trunk where they are out of sight. If packages need to be in
the back or front seat, try to place them on the floor of the car and
cover them with a blanket so they’re not visible to anyone walking
past the car.

By taking the extra time to ensure personal and financial safety
and security during your holiday shopping excursions, you can
enjoy finding the perfect gift for everyone on your list and see their
faces light up when they unwrap their treasure that you picked just
for them.

v L, P R, P B,
WIRED - save s20
ELECTRICAL SERVICES y OFF YOUR
« Additional Plugs and Circuits NEXT 5
PESHER SERVICE CALL! -
. Pa"el upgrade, Replacement Cannot be combined with ~
* Smoke Detectors * TV Mounting

any other offer. :
*Expires 1/1/19 ~
* Troubleshooting S

o W L By e e

®

”'}" #

L -4
ELEE‘!;?IC&L SERVICES™

713-467-1125,
}

RESIDENTIAL 1| ~cam

713-467-1125 | wiredes.com

TECL 22809 Master 100394
Licensed & Insured » Family Owned & Operated

2 Shadow Creek Ranch - December 2018

Copyright © 2018 Peel, Inc.



Surgical weight loss, with highly experienced 7N\
specialists and comprehensive support. ( mesiaie |

PROGRAM

Our affiliated, board-certified surgeons, bariatric-trained nurses, dietitians, mental health \QUAL'TV
professionals and peer support groups are with you every step of the way - offering everything
from presurgical counseling to postsurgical recovery and support. So when you're ready to

commit to overcoming obesity, we’re ready to commit to you.

New

A Surgical Weight Loss Program

®

FREE ONLINE INSURANCE VERIFICATION AT MHNEWSTART.ORG

ADVANCING HEALTH
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WHAT TO BRING: CONTACT INFORMATION: LEAGUE WEESITE.:

Player Agent : Megan lkerd www.alvinlittleleague.org

playeragent@alvinlittieleague.org

Endless (O

Possibilities

FEr—

-

CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION
CLOSE TO HOME!

P S

Classes are available at JB Hensler
College & Career Academy,
Shadow Creek High School and
UHCL Pearland Campus.

HZCC

ALVIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

www.alvincollege.edu/locations
281.756.3500

EOI
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Gardening To Do List - December in the Garden
By Marie lannotti

Many of us do more shopping and planning for our gardens
during the winter months than actual gardening but that doesn't
mean there's nothing to do. In the warmer zones, December is the

start of pleasant weather and a chance to enjoy planting cool season
vegetables and flowers that don't tolerate your summers. Northern

gardeners should use this period without leaves to scout for egg masses
and other signs of trouble on trees and shrubs. Here are some more

regional gardening tips for the beginning of winter.

In General

Keep watering your holiday plants and give them plenty of
light.
Check houseplants and any plants you brought indoors for

the winter, for insects that may have hitched a ride. With the
heat on, they can multiply quickly.

Also check any bulbs, corms, tubers and bare root plants for
dessication or rot.

Start eating those stored vegetables and think about planting
more winter squash next year.

Feed the birds.

mily Owned And Oper,
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QUALITY/A7CISERVICE]
YATYAVPAYI'ESSIPRICE!,

* A Name You Can Trust
Sales, Service & Installation

0% ‘Intere'st
Up To 6 Years!

Call for details.*Limited Time Offer.

@

An’Independentsli cltlggga

281-AC SERVICE

281-227-3784

In Southwest

Be prepared for sudden swings in temperature and protect
tender plants with row covers, newspaper or blankets.

Start seeds of cool season vegetables and flowers.

Cut back asparagus, as soon as it dies back or the ground
freezes.

Any Repairs
With Coupon Only. Expires 12/31/18.

Business of the Year
by the Pearland Chomber of Commerce

Recipient of Blue Ribbon Award
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Member of Pearlond & Alvin Manvel
Chomber of Commerce

$30 OFF FIRST CLEANING
S10 off 2nd Cleaning
510 off 3rd Cleaning
with Coupon Only. Expires

Cleaning Services

281.489.8614

Winaad eaning servicesico

Residentia

Commerciol Offices » Commercial Lawn Service = Complete Floor Care
Commercial

indows * Extensive Training and Quality Control = Insured and Bonded

fed FREE ESTIMATES & SECOND

OPINIONS ON
REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT

AC Check-Reg $69.99 Excludes Saturday’s
With Coupon Only. Expires 12/31/18.

www.paylesscooling.com %

281-480-COOL
281-480-2665 (Clear Lake)
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The Curret is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Current contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website,
pring, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation,

commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification,
NOT AVAIIABLE under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The

information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

ONLINE DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their

authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
P E RSO NAL C LASSI F I EDS except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of

misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

. . . * Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
Personal Ads: (one time sell items, such as a used bike...) run at consequential damages, inconveniencef,) loss of business or services, or any other
no charge to Shadow Creek Ranch I‘CSiantS, limit 30 WO[dS, please liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,

email ﬂdvertz’xing@gPEE ‘Linc.com except as limited to liabilities stated above.

AFFORDABLE SHADE ¢
PATIO COVERS |

Affordable Shade.

We obtain City Permits,
TDI Windstorm Certification,
and help with HOA Approvals.

Call to schedule a free estimate.

4; 713-574-4648 @

Visit our website to view more designs.

;"3'\:_.._AffordableShade.com ,

Custom Patio Covers
Cedar & Treated Pine Shade Arbors
Aluminum Patio Covers & Arbors
Palapas & Tiki Huts & Screen Rooms
Decorative & Structural Concrete

Financing Available* with Payments as Low as $250
*Subject to Credit Approval
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PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP
DUES EARLY I

=i

SHADOW CREEK RANCH HAS MADE IT EASIER THAN EVER
TO PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES. NOW, YOU CAN MAKE
YOUR PAYMENTS ONLINE BY CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD FOR
A NOMINAL FEE OR BY E-CHECK (ACH) FROM A BANK
ACCOUNT FOR FREE!

Simply visit the Shadow Creek Ranch HOA website at
/ ™, = www.shadowcreekranchhoa.com and follow the “Pay

Online” link.

Log-in and follow the prompted instructions to pay the
total amount of your dues or schedule a recurring
automatic draft.

Your 2019 membership dues will reflect on your
account January 1, 2019.

VILLAGE OF EMERALD BAY: $925.00
VILLAGE OF EMERALD BAY - THE ESTATES: $500.00

VILLAGE OF REFLECTION BAY: $949.00

VILLAGE OF REFLECTION BAY - OAK ARBOR ESTATES: $750.00

VILLAGE OF BISCAYNE BAY: $875.00

VILLAGE OF DIAMOND BAY: $895.00

IMPORTANT: Making partial payments without a payment plan agreement in place may subject your account to additional fees.
Your Association offers payment plans to assist in a time of hardship. There are several ways to request a payment plan. You may
complete the online Payment Plan form located at www.shadowcreekranchhaoa.com or email help@shadowcreekranchhoa.com.
Approved payment plans will include monthly cost for administering the payment plan and past due fees per the Association’s

collection policy.
P N ClickPay
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PEEL, INC.

308 Meadowlark St. South
Lakeway, TX 78734
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MAHMOOD

PAKZABAN

713 - 899 1617
MPakzaban@yahoo.com

Real Estate Consultant
Member
Associate Leadership Council
CHATRMAN' & GOTD CTRCIR

LUXURY Collection
www.HAR.com/MahmoodPakzaban

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

ﬁ YOU HAVE A HOME\

On The Water,

Or In Shadow Creek Ranch

To Get Your Home

SOLD

List it with
MAHMOOD TEAM
And Start Packing

KELLERWVILLIAMS.
LUXURY

(ptlection

MAHMOOD PAKZABAN
713.899.1617

MPakzaban@yahoo.com
www.HAR.com/MahmoodPakzaban

SOLD

e ——
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