VOLUME 4 | ISSUE 12

Decemfies, 2018

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Observed as:
¢ Universal Human Rights Month
« Safe Toys and Gifts Month

Birthstone: Turquoise & Blue Topaz
Flower: Narcissus & Holly

Astrogical Signs:
Sagittarius (till 21st) & Capricorn (22nd =)

World AIDS Day

Advent Begins

Hanukkah (Start)

Int'l Day for Abolition of Slavery
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
Immaculate Conception
Holiday Decorating Contest
Int’l Anti-Corruption Day
Hanukkah (End)

Green Monday

Human Rights Day

Int'l Migrants Day

Winter Solstice (Northern)
Super Saturday

Christmas

Kwanzaa (Start)

St John

BUTLER'S BRIDGE

WEST BEND COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

DECEMBER 2018

Assessments Notice

The Assessments are due on January 1st of each year and
provide for services in the community. Every owner has an
obligation to pay the annual assessment. If you do not receive
a statement in November, please submit an accounts receivable
request to C.ILA. Services to confirm your balance and ensure
it is paid on time. You may submit your payment by mail, in
person, or on-line.

Panhandlers

Recently there has been a rash of panhandlers staging themselves
not only on esplanade curbs, but also navigating in and out of
roadways at busy intersections both in wheel chairs and on foot,
poking fish nets at car windows soliciting donations, peddling water
from ice chests to drivers while at traffic lights.

All of this is to say, it is a potential life safety issue for both
panhandlers and drivers.

Harris and Fort Bend counties have designated resource centers to
help those, in need. Please do not encourage this practice by donating
to individuals or groups.

Intersection of Hwy 6 S @ Richmond or @ Westheimer, call (HPD)
Houston Police Dept. 832 394-2780.

Attention Homeowners

The January Board Meeting will be held at the CIA Services
Conference Room located at 3000 Wilcrest, Suite 200, Houston,
TX 77084. The agenda, date and time will be announced via
email. Please be sure you have your correct contact and email

information with the Management Company by visiting www.
CIASERVICES.com
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How to Observe Safe Toys and Gifts Month

For many
cultures and
beliefs, December
is a time when
gifts are given
in abundance,
to celebrate, to
congratulate, and
to show gratitude
for people we
spend time with.
The safety and age
appropriateness of
gifts isn't always
uppermost in the
gift purchaser's
mind though,
mostly because we

trust that the retailer is providing items that are already certified as
safe and also because sometimes we're not totally clued into the needs
or age specific particulars of the gift recipients.

In the United States, December is observed as "Safe Toys and Gifts
Month" as a means for alerting us to the need to be careful when
making our toy and gift choices, and to prompt us to keep in mind
their safety and suitability. Knowing what to look out for can make
a big difference in preventing possible injuries from well-intentioned
gifts. This article provides an overview of the things to bear in mind
when shopping for those toys and gifts.

1 Buy age appropriate toys. Children soon let you know if you've
purchased them a toy that's below their age group and most shoppers
take great care to avoid such a slip-up. Yet, strangely we're prone to
thinking that purchasing toys that are meant for an older age group is
fine, as if somehow it's suggesting that the child in question is smarter
than their age group already, or they'll "grow into it". The problem
is that toys are age graded for safety reasons as much as for avoiding
frustration and undesirability. Many toys aimed at older children
contain small pieces which could be swallowed by a younger child.
Toys for older children can also contain items that require responsible
handling. For example, the popular Beyblade Battle Tops would be
appropriate for an 11-year-old but not for a six-year-old.

*  Video games have age ratings for a reason. Observe them.

*  Read How to choose age appropriate gifts for kids and how
to give ideal age related gifts for more ideas.

2 Be aware of what's not considered safe this season. It's a really
good idea to keep an eye on a consumer watchdog site to find out
which toys have been recalled recently so that you can avoid buying
them. Many consumer groups and government entities will send free
email updates to your in-box alerting you to recalls and it only takes
a few minutes to glance through them. If you're not sure, contact

them for more information about specific product recalls before
seeking to purchase the product.

3 Read the warnings and safety precautions accompanying the
toy. These will give you a good idea of suitability and safety issues
for the child in question. This requires some contextual thinking
on your behalf, given your knowledge of the child; for example,
the warning may indicate to you that a child who is quiet and still
will use the toy sensibly, while a child who is restless, always taking
things apart and is prone to throwing things might misuse the toy.
Other things to bear in mind when reading the warnings and safety
precautions include:

*  Small pieces. Toys with small pieces are always unsuitable for
children under 3. Even if you're purchasing the gift for an
older child, if there is a sibling under 3, can you be certain
that the younger sibling won't have access to the toy?

*  Fire hazards. If your home has hazards such as open fires, old
and open radiator heaters, etc., think twice before purchasing
flammable toys.

*  Adult supervision. If a safety precaution suggests that the
toy requires adult supervision, are you able to ensure that
supervision in your household or do you know for sure it'll
happen if giving the gift to another household? For example,
a toy like the "Easy Bake Oven" needs adult supervision and
assistance with the cooking. Is that something you're willing
to do every time your child wants to play with it? And are you
able to ensure that your child won't try to use it when you're
not about (for example, by storing it away, etc.).

*  Sharp edges. Not only young children can experience problems
with sharp edges but so can older children if they have a
marked history of hurting themselves. Avoid giving toys with
sharp edges to young children under any circumstances and
for older children, be alert to how they normally interact
with their toys.

*  Fake food gifts. For children, some fake food gifts are very
dangerous because the children mistake them for food and
try to consume them. For example, glass candies are enticing
because they're pretty but they're dangerous if a child bites
one. The only fake foods that are suitable for children are those
marked clearly as made for children, using non-toxic materials
and sized accurately for the age group.

»  Toxic items. Avoid any toys that should be non-toxic but are
not (check the labels). Items such as crayons, bath products,
markers, paints, facepaint, etc. should be non-toxic.

4 Read the instructions accompanying any toys. Do they make
sense? Are they clear? Are you left with any questions? If you cannot
understand the instructions and the retailer isn't able to help you
out, put the toy back on the shelf and let the retailer know that you

(Continued on Page 4)
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(Continued from Page 3)

don't consider the instructions adequately clear to ensure the toy's
safe use. You might also write the manufacturer if you think this
would help ensure clearer instructions for other purchasers.

*  Read all tags that are attached to stuffed animals. Most stuffed
toys are restricted to ages three and up because they usually
contain small pieces that a child can choke on if removed
(such as eyes, noses, embellishments, and so forth). If you're
giving a stuffed toy to a child who is an infant or under two,
please be sure that the animal is smaller in height and "mass"
than the child and that it is specifically labeled as suitable for
a small child.

*  Examine the pictures of toys on boxes. The pictures can help
provide you with an idea of the suitability of a toy along with
the age group indicator. Knowing the child in question, use
the pictures to discern the appropriateness of the toy and
how safe it will be when given to the recipient. For example,
a plastic brick building product might contain small pieces
thata kid could place in his or her mouth and you might need
to ask the retailer for a similar product that is more suitable
for the younger age group.

5 Avoid getting anything that has excess string or cords, such
as slingshots. Never consider BB guns as toys for kids — not only
are these not kid's toys, they can take out an eye all too easily and
leave the victim blinded. Equally, avoid buying toys that shoot off
or send off pieces.

6 Buy for durability. With small children, durability is essential.
Check that the item cannot be broken easily and ask what happens
if the item is broken. You want to avoid any toy or product that
breaks into shards, splinters, sharp pieces, or releases anything toxic.

* If purchasing sunglasses for a small child, be sure that the
lenses are approved for children and can withstand the
pressure of being twisted, chewed, and sat on.

7 Inspect all gifts as children open them. if the gift(s) are from
someone outside the family, for example a neighbor or schoolmate,
it's a good idea to inspect the gift quickly to ensure that it's safe
to play with. If you discover that it isn't, distract your child with
another gift and try to ecither remedy the unsafe aspect (such as
removing small pieces) or quickly replacing it with something else
more suitable. If there are tears, tell your child that the toy needs
repair or safekeeping for later and return to distracting him or her
with the many other toys he or she has no doubt received, or go and
play somewhere else together.

8 Take allergies and food or chemical sensitivities into account
when purchasing gifts for any age group. Both children and adults
can be allergic or highly sensitive to a range of food gifts, especially
such food as nuts, MSG infused food, chocolate, and so forth. Ask
them if you don't already know, and avoid purchasing such food
items as gifts. Other gift items that can cause allergies or sensitivities
include perfumes, scented products, and essential oils.

*  Avoid giving nuts, toffees, and other hard candies to young
children as gifts. They can become choking hazards and are
not good gifts for children under 5.

* Ifin doubt, don't purchase a gift that has potential allergy or
sensitivity issues.

9 Take time to explain how to use the toy or gift to a child or to
anyone who needs instruction. If your kid is aware how to use the
toy properly and is aware of how easily it can be broken or ruined,
then they are alerted to taking care of it in advance.

* Remove all broken toys and gifts immediately. If they
cannot be fixed safely, dispose of them or recycle them where
appropriate.

10 Ask all gift recipients to be conscious of where they've
placed their gifts after opening them if it's a family event, such as
Christmas. A lot of things happen when there is a family gathering
and family members and friends might feel tempted to leave opened
gifts in places that are easily accessible to a child. If you don't want
to ask them, at least do a sweep of the present-opening room before
leaving it to attend to other activities, and put all small and child
unsafe gifts out of reach. Be sure to let guests and family members
know what you've done with their goodies!

*  Keep this in mind also if there are pets that may have access
to the gift-opening room while it is unattended. Don't leave
anything laying around that could be dangerous to Fido or
Fluffy in any way.

Tips

*  While wrapping gifts, make sure any glass or valuable material
is tightly wrapped in bubblewrap - not paper or plastic. Always
use bubblewrap when sending gifts in the mail; it can also
be helpful to indicate on the packaging that it is fragile and

contains glass. This will help the recipient know to take extra
care when opening, especially if they hear clinking sounds.

¢ Inthe USA, look out for the letters "ASTM", which stands for
the American Society for Testing and Materials. Its presence
alerts you to the fact that the product is considered to meet
national safety standards set by the ASTM. In other countries,
similar standards and testing bodies exist; do an online search
or call your local consumer affairs office.

*  Always supervise young children's play and remove objects
that are unsafe for them. Have firmly observed family rules
about toys meant for older children; ask older children to put
away their toys and objects to ensure the safety of younger

children in the household.

*  On Christmas Day, have a trash bag handy before opening
gifts. Have everyone open a gift in a circle and then gather
all the rubbish afterwards. Repeating this cycle will keep the
area clean of clutter and will prevent any mishaps of a child
or pet playing with ribbon the wrong way, or having Great
Aunt Martha trip over it when carrying the roast in.
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Quarterly Inspection
Area of Focus

The following areas will receive a more comprehensive
evaluation during the specified quarter. However, bi-weekly
deed restriction inspections will continue to check the items
below, in addition to all other areas throughout the year.

Reminders...

Important Homeowner Registration www.ciaservices.com
Drive Safely, watch your speed, and obey street signs.
Remove trash cans from public view on non-trash days.

Assessments are due every year on January 1st *

Homeowners are legally obligated to maintain their property
in accordance with the West Bend Community Improvement
Association governing documents.

December — February
*  Sidewalk & Driveway repairs
*  Power washing of sidewalk & driveway

The Quarterly Inspection Area of focus is an attempt to
decrease the number of first letter violation notices. It gives
homeowners the opportunity to rectify any problems in a focus
area before the quarter approaches.

Thank you for your continued cooperation.

Get Treated, Not Seated

MEMORIAL
VILLAGEER

Excellence in Emergency Care

Pediatric and Adult Care
CT « X-Ray * Ultrasound ¢ Lab

www.MemorialVillageER.com

24-HOUR EMERGENCY ROOM

281.496.6837

On the Corner of Dairy Ashford and Memorial Drive
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contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any

media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose "
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed

permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the West Bend CIA Newsletter
is exclusively for the private use of the West Bend CIA and Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.

*The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely

manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above. Ingre dients:

* 1 cup unsalted butter, softened

*  3/4 cup sugar

* legg

* 3 cups all-purpose flour

e 1/2 tsp. salt

* 2 slightly beaten egg whites

e 1/2 cup finely chopped blanched almonds (optional)
*  1/4 cup pearl sugar (or substitute regular sugar)

*  1/4 to 1/2 cup raspberry jam

Preparation:

Preheat oven to 375°. Cream together butter and 3/4 cup sugar
until light and fluffy. Beat in egg. Sift flour and salt together; add to
creamed butter mixture. Mix thoroughly.

Divide dough in half. Roll first halfinto 1/8" thickness on a lightly
floured surface. Use a 2 1/2" round cookie cutter (or the top of a
round glass) to cut out circles.

Roll second portion out into 1/8" thickness. Cut out 2 1/2" circles
and then use a thimble to cut out smaller circles inside these rounds
(Note: You can also use a linzer cookie cutter or a small 1/2" cutter

for this).

Brush these "wheels" with egg white and sprinkle with pearl sugar
and chopped almonds (optional).

Place cookies on ungreased baking sheet and bake on center rack
of oven for 8-10 minutes. Remove and cool on counter.

Place a scant 1/2 tsp. of jelly in the middle of the round cookies
and cover with the "wheels" to create sandwich cookies.

Yield: 3 1/2 dozen jelly cookies.
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