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my husband and I sold our house in 2011 and moved into an 

apartment in the Mosaic, intending to live here only while 

we looked for a house in the Mueller Community. We looked 

at houses for several months. We examined floor plans and 

spoke with realtors. But in the end we came to the conclusion 

that we no longer had it in our hearts (or backs) to take on 

the responsibilities and constant maintenance work associ-

ated with home ownership. By that time we had gotten used 

to our three-bedroom apartment. Though smaller than our 

previous house, it was plenty of space for the two of us. We 

renewed our lease in 2012 and have renewed it every year 

since. 

My husband Bob and I grew up in New York City… in the 

Bronx. There were, and still are, only apartments in the Bronx. 

We didn’t know anyone who lived in a house. In 1952, when 

some of the old apartment houses were torn down, then 

rebuilt to make way for new-fangled residences, it was a 

significant cultural upheaval for the Bronx. These residences 

were called Condominiums… and they carried with them 

the rights of ownership. But whether we called them “con-

dos” or apartments, they were still up-and-down residences 

with smaller living spaces. We still had all of the working, 

schooling, educational, 

entertainment, shopping 

life spread out noisily at 

our feet in what we called 

“the city.” Frankly, we 

loved growing up in New 

York. For us, city life held 

everything we could pos-

sibly want. We knew that 

when we got home from 

work, we could leave the 

noise, crowds, dirt, AND 

   2016 Epiphany meal at 
Mueller Mosaic with friends 
and neighbors, from left 
to right: Martha Ward, 
Douglas Newton, Carol 
Parks, Sharon Roberts, 
Kathleen Hayden, Shirley 
Wofford, Vicky Bergin, 
Aralyn Hughes, Terry Jervis 
and Connie DiCesare. 
Photo by Rosa Shultz.
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2018 Mueller Neighborhood Association Fall Festival Wrap-Up
By Evan McClendon, Photos by Woody Lauland

The Mueller Neighborhood Association’s Annual Fall Festival 
on November 10th was an event to remember. Each year local 
businesses and members of the community come together at John 
Gaines Park to celebrate the fall and build community. This year’s 
Festival was presented by our neighborhood sponsors, and featured 
live music by The Paul Klemperer Band, Colleen’s “Berry Good 

A huge thanks to Evan McClendon and Kathy 
Farley for coordinating the event

The Paul Klemperer Band kept everyone 
on their feet

HEB Buddy was on fun patrol duty, making sure 
everyone was having a great time

Kids play with giant bubbles at the festival

Mueller Neighborhood Association leadership Everyone is welcome in the Mueller 
Neighborhood

Punch” made with Tito’s Handmade Vodka, fresh-popped kettle 
corn, The Bubble Magician, hair chalking by Haute Salon, and 
lots of delicious neighborhood fare. This event brought together 
hundreds of neighbors, adults and children alike, who braved the 
cold to build camaraderie and welcome the fall. A big thanks to all 
the volunteers that helped make this event a success.



2     Front Porch Flyer - January 2019 Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

FRONT PORCH FLYER

2 | summer 2016

EDITORS-IN-CHIEF
Dusty Harshman
Susan Egan

LAYOUT EDITOR
Elizabeth Brummett

EDITORIAL STAFF
Taja Beekley, Victoria Bergin,  
Ani Colt, Luke Downs, Alan Grimes, 
Drew Harris, Woody Lauland,  
Glenn McMullen, Judy McMullen,  
Dennis Mick, Kathy Sokolic, and 
Helen Walker
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
*  frontporchflyer@gmail.com
*  fpfads@gmail.com
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

THE FRONT PORCH FLYER is published by the 
Mueller Neighborhood Association on a  
quarterly basis. ©2016. All rights reserved.

CHAIR
Nhat Ho

VICE CHAIR
Lila Valencia

SECRETARY 
Ed Vasquez

TREASURER
Luke Downs

MEMBERS
Rahm McDaniel, Jean Crawford,  
Victoria Bergin, Hilary Carter,  
Andrew Clements, Andrew Feldman, 
Karla Schultz, and Leila Melhem

EX-OFFICIO MEMBER  
David Neider
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
*  steering@muellercommunity.com
muellerneighborhood.org
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the front porch flyer

STEERING COMMITTEE
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Meet the Fishing Brothers
¢ Kathy Sokolic

lAKE PARK

HUMANS OF
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Message from the MNA 
Steering Committee Chair

Happy summer, Neighbors!

Although the heat is melting and the rain 

is rare, I hope you harvested your produce 

from the garden in time, the community pools 

didn’t close when you wanted to swim, and 

most of all, you got to enjoy some quality 

time with family, friends, and neighbors. 

Together, our neighborhood celebrated 

July Fourth with more than 400 popsicles, at 

least 30 watermelons and countless potato-

spoon-races of fun. We also engaged in the 

City’s November mobility bond discussion, 

stayed current on AISD’s planning effort 

for the Northeast regional school and 

voiced our opinion regarding the Mobility35 

project’s proposal for the downtown segment. 

Most excitingly, we are now 400 registered 

member strong! 

Looking ahead, the Steering Committee is 

working on bringing the issues of racial, 

age, social, and economic diversity to the 

forefront. Our hope is to foster unifying  

discussions on these oftentimes divisive  

 

 

topics. This will serve as the basis to 

improve and strengthen the amenities sharing 

culture within our community as well as 

with adjacent neighborhoods and the rest of 

the city. Furthermore, there are exciting 

developments surrounding neighborhood 

engagement and membership growth on the 

way. We want you to be a part of it all, so 

be on the lookout for the next yard sign 

with meeting time and location if Nextdoor 

and Facebook announcements are not your 

thing. 

Finally, the MNA’s Fall Festival this 

year will be in early November. Planning is 

already underway so be sure to mark your 

calendar!    

Cheers,

Nhat M. Ho, MNA Steering Committee Chair

Photo courtesy of Mueller Neighborhood Association

Lake Park on a Sunday afternoon plays 
host to people from all walks of life pursu-
ing leisure and recreation. In this series, 
we’ll learn what draws them to Lake Park.  

#HumansofLakePark

I don’t know much about fishing, but I 

frequently see people fishing at Lake 

Park. For the last three years, the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department has 

stocked the lake with trout during spe-

cial events. While these are the only fish 

that should be caught and eaten, they 

are not the only fish in the lake.

Javier and Juan are brothers who 

often fish at Lake Park in the early 

mornings, as the sun is coming up and 

the bass are most active. Native Aus-

tinites, the two usually fish near their 

homes in the Kyle and Buda areas. They 

only recently found out about Lake Park 

from Juan’s wife, a nurse at Dell Chil-

dren’s Medical Center. The brothers like 

the accessibility of the lake, and that it’s 

not just for Mueller residents, but open 

for everyone. “It’s an actual community 

here. Everyone says hi, and everyone is 

friendly,” Javier mentioned. That sense 

of community adds to the natural beau-

ty of Lake Park. “Even if the fish aren’t 

biting, the scenery is great.”

Armed with multiple fishing rods and 

bags full of colorful lures, the brothers 

fish only for sport, and always catch 

and release. Javier, who works for a 

financial brokerage, loves the sounds 

of kids playing from the playground. He 

and his wife have a 6 month old daugh-

ter, and he can’t wait for his little girl to 

be old enough to enjoy coming to the 

park with him. Juan, a firefighter, has a 

6 year old daughter who loves the park 

and going to the Thinkery. 

The brothers feel such a strong 

respect and love for Lake Park that 

they can be seen taking time from their 

fishing to pick up trash around the park. 

They take pride in helping keep the area 

clean and beautiful, not just for the fish, 

but for the other animals and human 

visitors as well. 
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The Front Porch Flyer Goes Back to Print

Mueller Neighbhorhood Association 
Year in Review

T H A N K  Y O U

By Kathy Sokolic

By Lila Valencia

After a brief hiatus from hand-delivering the Front Porch Flyer to the door of all the 
residences in Mueller by going digital, the Mueller Neighborhood Association (MNA) is 
bringing the Flyer back to print. We are excited by the new format and hope everyone enjoys 
the mailed version, containing stories about community events and news from the MNA. If 
you would like to contribute to making the Flyer the best it can be, please email the staff at 
fpf@muellerneighborhood.org.

Neighbors and friends,
I have been very fortunate to serve as the Chair of the Mueller Neighborhood Association 

(MNA) for the last two years. Throughout my tenure on the Steering Committee, I met 
so many wonderful neighbors, learned about your many talents, was inspired by your 
generosity and kindness, and continue to be motivated by your tireless initiative to influence 
decision-making in our neighborhood.

I would like to thank 2018 MNA Steering Committee members who worked to shape 
and guide the efforts of our organization. I count among our accomplishments drafting a 
statement of inclusion affirming the MNA’s commitment to building and maintaining an 
intentionally welcoming and safe neighborhood for each and every one of us. To that end 
in May, we hosted a diverse panel of neighbors along with Mayor Steve Adler to discuss 
how to build community through diversity. Additionally, to replace the loss of Front Porch 
Flyer ad revenues, we secured funding for MNA operations and community events by 
partnering with business sponsors who donated over $12,000 in monetary and in-kind 
contributions. A special thank you to our top sponsors: HEB, Ascension/Seton, Austin 
Emergency Center, and Frost Bank. As these funds rolled in, we implemented the Audit 
Committee, led by Joan Quenan, to ensure proper management and documentation of 
transactions. In a continuing effort to understand the needs of the community, we conducted 
the 2018 MNA Directions survey that captured the opinions of over 350 neighbors and 
surrounding neighborhood leaders. Findings from this survey were shared with the Mueller 
Commission and Catellus. You can now engage with the MNA in more ways than ever 
before, from our revamped website, to our new MNA Facebook page, and now the reboot 
of the Front Porch Flyer. Use anyone of these, plus NextDoor and email, to stay in touch 
and share your thoughts.

I would also like to thank our MNA sub-committee chairs. They are the volunteers who 
put your input to action. This year, the Neighborhood Engagement committee, led by 
Audrey Glaser and Alison Raffalovich, held a membership drive with teams walking door-
to-door to ensure our membership reflects our diversity and growth. The Community Space 
Initiative committee, led by Karen Sharp, continues to explore opportunities throughout 
the neighborhood and with the City and other partners that would accommodate a range of 
meetings and recreational activities. The Transportation and Urban Planning committee, led 
by Andrew Clements, provided a data- and safety- driven report relating to City-proposed 
modifications of Zach Scott Street, resulting in a plan that addressed many neighbors’ 
concerns. I huge thank you to the City of Austin Transportation Department for engaging 

(Continued on Page 4)
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the community and adding transparency to their process.
I would also like to thank the many volunteers who make our 

neighborhood events happen. These volunteers help organize all 
the fun that takes place in our neighborhood, including the Egg 
Scramble (coordinated by Leila Melhem & Richard Wood), the 4th 
of July Parade & Festival (chaired by Bill Berman & Bill Kirwin), 
and Fall Fest (chaired by Kathy Farley & Evan McLendon). These 
events are a lot of work and truly help to build community. I hope 
you were able to join in on the fun.

Lastly, I’d like to welcome the 2019 Steering Committee 
members. They are full of talent and energy and are poised to 
continue the community building efforts of the MNA. Please keep 
in mind their success also depends on volunteer efforts from you. 
With your help, I am confident they will do a great job in 2019.

I look forward to continuing to work with you on helping to 
build community within and outside of Mueller.

Warm regards,
Lila Valencia

(Continued from Page 2)

Photos & Article by Drew Harris

Antone Wins 2018
Holiday Block Contest

We have more in common than differences. The Y is a place where 
we can discover common ground. Together, we can work on our 
common goals, whether it’s getting in shape, making new friends, 
spending more time with our family or strengthening our community. 
And when you join the Y, you’re contributing to the common good. 

For more than a workout. For a better us.TM

Learn more at
AustinYMCA.org

COMMON GROUND 
COMMON GOALS
COMMON GOOD

JOIN FEE
SAVE $48

$0
FREE GIFT for new members*

*Details at AustinYMCA.org

Limited Time Offer

Each year, The Front Porch 
Flyer recognizes the Mueller 
neighborhood block with the 
most holiday spirit. This is a 
block competition, not based 
on individual houses. We 
hope to encourage neighbors 
to work together to bring 
the biggest, brightest holiday 
cheer, for the joy of the entire 
Mueller neighborhood.

This year the 1900 block 
of Antone Street (the block 
closest to Airport Blvd) shows 
what we were looking for: not just one elaborately lit house, but three 
elaborately lit houses together in a row … on both sides of the block!

An honorable mention goes to a prior winning block, the 2000 
block of Emma Long, with their alternating colored lights on their 
trees. Ruiz and Page were two other streets with notable decorations.

Congratulations to the 1900 block of Antone, and when the next 
holiday season comes around, remember that your Front Porch 
Flyer editors will be looking to see which Mueller block has the 
best holiday spirit!

Past Holiday Block Winners
2017: 2600 block of Zach Scott
2016: South Threadgill
2015: 2000 block of Emma Long
2014: 2000 block of Antone
2013: South Berkman
2012: Gochman
2011: 4100 block of Threadgill
2010: Lawless
2009: Lawless
2008: Cal Rodgers
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Hi friends! As a fairly-new resident of Mueller, one thing that 
has impressed me is the sense of community. All different walks 
of life are thriving in our neighborhood. Mueller is a diverse area 
with different beliefs, races, and religions, and yet people come 
together frequently to create a robust and thriving community. 
It’s a magical place and I feel very lucky to live here.

After moving to Mueller, I was looking for a way to connect 
with my new neighbors, and one commonality that people have 
is: food! So I decided to see if I could find some other neighbors 
who would want to check out some new restaurants with me, 
and I reached out via the Mueller Neighbors Facebook page to 
see if there was any interest in creating a supper club. We now 
have over 150 members and are growing every day!

Since its inception, the group has collectively dined at many 
local Mueller restaurants as well as other great restaurants all 
over the city. Typically, we have at least two events a month (one 
on a Wednesday night and one on a Saturday night), and we 
alternate between local Mueller spots and restaurants outside the 
neighborhood. Some of our events include packing the Contigo 
patio with over 20 people, a large private event at Colleen’s 

Kitchen, a 10-course Chef ’s Tasting menu at Barley Swine, and 
an 8-course feast at Din Ho. We recently ate at Arlo Grey, Top 
Chef winner Kristen Kish’s new restaurant, and also shared a great 
Italian meal at Red Ash. For our next event, we have 30+ people 
attending a private Mueller Cheese and Wine Party at Antonelli’s.

Mueller Supper Club tries to accommodate as many people as 
possible, and is very welcoming and inclusive. All we ask is that 
you enjoy food and great conversation. We keep it light-hearted, 
welcoming, very fun, and I encourage anyone interested in the 
group to attend a future event.

There’s a newly created Facebook group called “Mueller 
Supper Club,” and I encourage anyone interested to like the 
page for upcoming event details, or follow our Instagram page: 
mueller_supper_club

If you have suggestions on where you’d like a future event to 
occur, please feel free to contact me at Jaime.safianow@yahoo.
com

I’m looking forward to meeting other folks and having some 
fun new adventures. It's always casual and a really great time. 
Hope that you canjoin us!

By Jaime Safianow

Mueller Supper Club

CHEERS TO THE  NEW YEAR
Your comfort and confidence is our #1 priority - come meet our caring and 
friendly staff  - together we can transform your smile!

Call us today to learn more 
about our teeth whitening and 
new patient specials*
(*now through 3/31/19. We participate with most PPO dental insurances)

512-291-6684
Conveniently located in ATX 
3851 Airport Blvd
www.airport-dental.com 

Dr. Brian LaBombard
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Neighbor Lindsay Gray organized Mueller’s very own Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morning. Folks came out to run a 
casual 5k route from John Gaines Park, around the neighborhood, and back to the park.

2018 MUELLER TURKEY TROT

Life is Bu�er in MUELLERLife is Bu�er in MUELLER

(ground floor of the Texas Mutual building)
2200ALDRICH

S T R E E T

N O W  O P E NN O W  O P E N

512.879.2818512.879.2818 SATSAT
SUN - FRISUN - FRI 6:30 AM - 12:00 AM6:30 AM - 12:00 AM

6:30 AM - 1:00 AM6:30 AM - 1:00 AM
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RMMA-PIAC
2nd Tuesday of each month, 6-8pm

www.austintexas.gov/rmmapiac

MUELLER POA "LET'S TALK" SESSIONS
1st Wednesday in select months, 6pm
Mueller Central, 4550 Mueller BLVD.

MUELLER FARMER'S MARKET
Sundays, 10am-2pm @ Browning Hangar

MUELLER ST*TCH & B*TCH
3rd Thursday, 7-9pm

MUELLER BOOK CLUB
4th Tuesday, 7:30-9:30pm

THINKERY COMMUNITY NIGHTS
Wednesdays, 5-8pm

ONGOING MUELLER EVENTS

In this series, Mueller Ten Years Later, we’ll take a look at our 
neighborhood’s early history and the ways we’ve evolved over our 
first ten years.

In the December 26, 2006 issue of the Austin Chronicle, urban 
historian Katherine Gregor described the upcoming transition of 
Mueller from an airport to a neighborhood. She commented about 
her drive down Manor Road: “The new Mueller neighborhood is 
brightened by the ‘NOEL’ display on the old airport's traffic control 
tower. A favorite of decades past, the holiday lighting was brought 
back at the request of surrounding neighborhoods. In 2007, Mueller 
will become 3-D.”

As I enjoyed the 2018 Tower Lighting ceremony, I was reminded of 

the NOEL lightings of the early years. The first lighting ceremony my 
family attended was in 2007 at the newly renovated Mueller Central 
during the construction of the first handful of homes in Mueller. We 
were to be among the first residents in the neighborhood, and wanted 
to meet as many of our future neighbors as possible.

While we did meet many eventual neighbors that evening, we were 
somewhat surprised to also meet folks from the surrounding Windsor 
Park, Cherrywood, Delwood 2, and JJ Seabrook neighborhoods. 
The near Mueller residents clearly outnumbered the future Mueller 
residents at the event. I understood, with a faint notion, that the 
Mueller neighborhood was the invention of the neighborhoods that 
surrounded it, but this was my first taste of how deeply invested many 
of our fellow East Austinites were in the success of Mueller.

Fast forward to 2018...It didn’t take long to have a revelation while 
walking around John Gaines Park during December’s NOEL lighting 
at the Mueller Control Tower. I remarked to my family that this was 
likely the most Muellerfolk gathered in one place in the neighborhood’s 
history. John Gaines was flooded with early holiday revelers that 
reflected the growth of our neighborhood. Among the 1,000 or so 
people in attendance, Mueller neighbors were everywhere...chatting 
up friends...waiting in line for hot cocoa...climbing on the playscape...
posing for portraits. The weather was cool, the R&B band was hot, 
and the Reagan High drumline was even hotter (on fire!).

In 2007, Mueller may have become “3-D”, but with the added 
fourth dimension of time, our neighborhood grows dynamically 
into a community. This year, as Austin City Council member Jimmy 
Flannigan flipped the switch and the NOEL floated brightly in the 
distance of the tower, I had a passing thought about how the annual 
tower lighting brings us together to recognize how fortunate we are 
to share this community.

Mueller Ten Years Later:  Reflections on a Holiday Tradition
By: Dusty Harshman, Photo by Woody Lauland

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR
• Water Pressure Problems
• Sewer & Drain Service
• Fiber Optic Drain
   Line Inspections
• Free Estimates
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Steve Brougher
2605 Buell Ave

Master License: M-39722

512.276.7476
satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722

satisfaction guaranteedfree estimates

water pressure problems
�ber optic drain line inspectionssewer & drain service 

Steve Brougher
276-7476  ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

STEVE’S
PLUMBING

REPAIR
Master 
License: 

M-39722
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The items pictured in Photo 1 all belong 
in the trash cart. Carton containers for items 
such as milk (almond, soy, eggnog, etc.), 
liquid eggs, oatmeal, and paper mailers with 
plastic bubble wrap inside are made of mixed 
materials that cannot be separated or recycled 
in the City of Austin.

The items pictured in Photo 2 - as well as 
bubble wrap - are not recyclable in the blue cart; 
however they are recyclable at a store that has a 
bag recycling station at the entrance/front such as 
HEB, Central Market, Target, Walmart, etc. If 
these items are put in the blue recycling carts they 
can jam the machinery, causing hours of delay for 
cleaning and/or possible injury to workers. These 
items may also be taken to the Austin Recycle & 
Reuse Drop-off Center.

The items pictured in Photo 3 do not go in the 
blue cart as-is. The plastic wrap needs to be removed 
from the cardboard tray and then may go to a store 
for bag recycling. The loose cardboard tray may go in 
the blue cart. The pizza box has food contamination 
and goes in the green compost cart. Styrofoam of any 
type, once clean and dry, goes to the Austin Recycle 
& Reuse Drop-off Center. The egg carton, clean of 
egg may go in the blue recycling cart. With egg, it 
goes in the green compost cart. Extra recyclables will 
be collected at no extra charge. Once your blue cart 
is full, place additional recyclables in a cardboard 
box or other reusable container next to your cart.

As amazing as Muellerites are at being green, we do have recurring 
“contamination” in our blue recycling carts. Below are incorrect items 
that are commonly found in Mueller’s blue carts.

Did you know that the triangle commonly associated with 
recycling does not mean an item is automatically recyclable? It 
identifies the type of material. An item may be recyclable somewhere, 
but not necessarily in Austin. It’s important to check What Do I 

Do With, http://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do, if you’re not 
sure, especially if an item is not showing up on the current guide 
available at on the City’s website.

Any items that are not recyclable via the blue cart, but that are 
accepted by the City of Austin (like Styrofoam), may be taken to the 
Austin Recycle & Reuse Drop-off Center. http://www.austintexas.
gov/dropoff

It’s Not Easy Being Green, or Rather, Blue!
By Taylor Youngblood
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(Continued on Page 10)

Rathgeber Village: Everyday Heroes in Mueller
By Susan Egan

The journey of four non-profit organizations toward new, 
permanent homes began with Dick Rathgeber’s caring for other 
humans, his vision, and his ability to make things happen.

Rathgeber Village sits near the intersection of Zach Scott Street 
and Manor Road, at the far east end of the Mueller neighborhood. 
The 17.6-acre plot of land was donated to the Austin Community 
Foundation in 2008 by Dick and Sara Rathgeber, to provide homes 
for several non-profit organizations that help children. These are 
Austin Children’s Shelter, Salvation Army (Austin Citadel Corps 
Community Center and Area Command), Rise School of Austin, 
and Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) of Central Texas. The SAFE 
Alliance also has administrative offices in the BBBS building. The 
style of the buildings may look familiar, as Rathgeber Village was 
required to follow Mueller Design Book guidelines in order to fit in 
with our community. The main entrance to the village is on Manor 
Road just north of Zach Scott Street.

Rathgeber Village came about after Dick Rathgeber, a local real 
estate developer and philanthropist, visited a children’s shelter 
on busy Enfield Road and realized it was inadequate and unsafe 
for children. Still very engaged in his 70s, he began looking for a 
better shelter location and found it as he was driving along Manor 
Road one Sunday afternoon. He knew the property, adorned with a 
small, rusted metal realtor’s sign, was adjacent to what would soon 
be developed into the Mueller neighborhood. It took a year before 
he was able to negotiate the purchase and donate the property for 
a new children’s shelter.

The Austin Children’s Shelter made its new home at Rathgeber 
Village in 2009, with 5 cottages. In 2015, the shelter and SafePlace 
(formerly The Center for Battered Women) joined to form the SAFE 
Alliance. (A future Front Porch Flyer article will focus on SAFE and 
its local facilities, one of which will soon open on Tannehill Lane.)

The newest organization to locate at the Village is the Salvation 
Army Austin Citadel Corps and Area Command. Major Andy 
Kelly, a 34-year Salvation Army veteran, and his wife, Major Amy 
Kelly, were assigned to the facility after serving in Washington, D.C., 
among other places. Together, the Kellys oversee all Salvation Army 
facilities in Travis and Williamson Counties, including shelters and 
Social Service Centers, plus stores and donation centers that fund a 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation center in South Austin. This is one 

of about 40 Salvation Army Area Command centers in the U.S. 
Groundbreaking for the building took place in June of 2017, and 
the offices were occupied in September 2018. The 17,000 square foot 
$6.4 million facility includes a chapel, gym, classrooms, kitchen, and 
community room on the first floor. Administrative offices are housed 
on the second floor. The community center is intended for public 
use, including neighborhood meetings, banquets and receptions, 
and indoor basketball (which may require a reservation). A banquet 
hall seats 200 and has a commercial kitchen.

The Salvation Army lobby has a display of articles, awards, and 
photos of Dick Rathgeber, who has donated much time and money 
to a variety of Austin area causes. Rathgeber started working with 
the Salvation Army in the 1970s. His family donated money for the 
downtown Salvation Army shelter and purchased land to double the 
capacity of the Salvation Army operated Austin Shelter for Women 
and Children. In 2016, he was awarded the title of Honorary 
Colonel, one of the highest honors given by the Salvation Army and 
the first in Texas. Only 7 others worldwide have received this award 
in Salvation Army history, which began in 1865.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas headquarters at 
Rathgeber Village opened in October 2016 and held its grand 
opening in January 2017. It includes a youth activity center, meeting 
rooms, offices, and conference space. BBBS of Central Texas started 
as “Dads and Sons Clubs” in the 1960s and in 1971 became Big 
Brothers of Austin. The organization’s objective is to “provide 
children facing adversity with professionally supported one-to-one 
mentoring relationships that change their lives for the better, forever.”

By 1974, the organization served more than 250 boys and in 1975 
was renamed Big Brothers Big Sisters of Austin. The group now 
serves over 1,000 children and families, and there’s a waiting list 
of 270 children, mostly boys. About two thirds of children served 
are from single parent families, and 85 percent live at or below the 
poverty level.
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Mueller Neighborhood Association Membership Form

To become a voting MNA member, a Mueller resident must complete this form and submit annual dues (FY end, Nov. 30).  New 
members must then wait 14 days before they may vote.  Annual dues are $5.00 per resident, 18 years or older.  These funds are used 
to help pay for the Front Porch Flyer, MNA Grants, funding neighborhood events, and operating costs such as printing, record-keeping, 
and the MNA P.O. Box.
 You may give your dues to your Block Captain, bring it to an MNA meeting, or mail it to: MNA, PO Box 49123, Austin, TX 78765.  
Checks may be written to “Mueller Neighborhood Association.”
NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

(Your email will only be used for official MNA communications)

DATE:
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and the MNA P.O. Box. 
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Checks may be written to “Mueller Neighborhood Association.”
NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

EMAIL:

(Your email will only be used for official MNA communications)

DATE:

Mueller Neighborhood Association Membership Form

(Continued from Page 9)

The mentoring center is named for Kyndel Bennett and Dick 
Rathgeber, partners on several projects over many years. Bennett, a 
developer of affordable communities in Texas, has been involved with 
BBBS for over 20 years and is a past board chair of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Central Texas. Kyndel and Laura Bennett were major financial 
contributors to the building, and will be recognized in February for their 
philanthropy by the Association of Fundraising Professionals, Greater 
Austin Chapter.

The BBBS philosophy is simple and clear: “The greatest predictor of 
a child’s future success is the presence of a consistent, supportive adult 
in their life.”

Providing supportive adults to children in need is the organization’s 
specialty: they carefully match compatible adult mentors with client 
children based on interests, personality, proximity, and preferences. 
Mentors make a minimum one year commitment to meet for an 
hour three to four times a month. Many of these relationships last 
for a lifetime, and many former “Littles” go on to become mentors or 
community volunteers themselves. Mentored children do better socially 
and in school, and attend college at higher rates than peers.

Opening its first permanent location at Rathgeber Village in 2014, 
the Rise School of Austin is a 26,000 square foot preschool with seven 
classrooms and a unique environment for 85 students, ages 12 months to 
five years. About half of the Rise students are children with developmental 
delays. All children, gifted, traditional, and developmentally delayed, 
learn and play side by side in the same classrooms.

The lobby of the school building includes a large mosaic, which 
was designed by artist Tracy Van Duinen, in keeping with the school’s 
parents’ and teachers’ vision of what the Rise School means to them. A 

large tree is the artwork’s focal point, with the mosaic pieces assembled 
by parents and seeds painted by students. Within the artwork is a quote 
from Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: “There are only two lasting bequests 
we can hope to give our children. One of these is roots, the other, wings.”

The first Rise School was established at the University of Alabama 
in 1974. There are now seven such schools in the U.S., including four 
in Texas, and one in Oklahoma, Colorado, and Alabama. The Rise 
School of Austin opened its doors in 2003, and had multiple temporary 
locations before moving to its current, permanent, location in Rathgeber 
Village in 2014. In 2011, University of Texas notables, Mack and Sally 
Brown, two of the school’s original board members, were honored 
for their longstanding commitment to the Rise School when the new 
Austin site was unveiled.

The Rise School of Austin currently serves families in 29 local zip 
codes. Rise offers scholarships and financial assistance to ensure their 
program is accessible to any family seeking a high quality early childhood 
education. Donations and fundraising events currently cover 60 percent 
of operating costs.

All of the organizations at Rathgeber Village are everyday heroes 
to those they serve. They need support, and are willing to serve our 
community as well. Mueller residents looking for a nearby place to 
have meetings or banquets, or to volunteer and/or donate, need look 
no farther than the east end of Mueller, where Dick Rathgeber made 
all of this possible.

Now 85 years old, Rathgeber continues do real estate deals and be 
a champion for human needs. He recognizes that there’s always more 
need than available facilities, and said he wakes up many nights with 
ideas. “I will have my finger stuck up in the air as they close my casket,” 
he quipped.
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Mueller residents experienced the gravel going down on Zach 
Scott Street, west of Berkman to Airport Boulevard (wasn’t that a 
fun phase?). Then a new coat of asphalt but no traffic lane striping 
or other markings yet. Just what is up?

Well, it started with a notice from the City of Austin Transportation 
Department (ATD) back in July. The letter notice was alerting 
Mueller residents to “an opportunity to give input on proposed street 
improvements” – and those streets were Zach Scott Street (from 
Airport Boulevard to Berkman Drive) and Schieffer Avenue (what 
Zach Scott becomes after crossing Airport) plus an illustration of 
existing and new street cross-section to depict proposed changes. The 
primary improvement proposed was two-way protected (meaning 
separated from traffic) bicycle lanes. See Figures 1-3 from the ATD 
letter notice below.

WHAT’S UP WITH ZACH SCOTT?
Andrew Clements, Chair MNA Transportation & Urban Planning Committee

The MNA Steering Committee directed the Transportation 
& Urban Planning Committee (hereafter referred to as the 
Transportation Committee) to study the ATD proposal, and 
to prepare a possible MNA response. The Committee sought 
neighborhood response, especially from residents along the affected 
stretch of Zach Scott Street. What came through loud and clear was 
the loss of on-street car parking, on the entire north side of the street 
(under the ATD proposal) was not welcomed or acceptable. And the 
Transportation Committee had two additional concerns – namely 
that the perceived “open” width of the street increased under the 
ATD proposal and would likely result in increased and unsafe speeds; 
and that pedestrians’ crossing distances, both real and perceived, at 
cross-street intersections would increase, making crossing Zach Scott 
feel even more unsafe than now.

A formal Project Open House was held by the ATD on August 8th 
at the AISD PAC to get public input, and a formal MNA Counter-
Proposal was prepared by the LUT Committee, approved by the 

Credit – Austin Transportation Department

Credit – Austin Transportation Department

Credit – Preston Tyree

MNA, and sent to the ATD. The MNA Counter-Proposal street 
cross-section (see illustration below) keeps two-way protected bicycle 
lanes, but a narrower barrier allows on-street car parking to remain 
on the north side of Zach Scott. Another benefit is the perceived 

open width (between on-street parking on both sides) is less than 
the ATD Proposal, which means traffic speeds should be lower.

And the result? The MNA Counter-Proposal was accepted (to a 
great extent) by the ATD! And most (okay, not all) of the on-street 
parking on the north side of Zach Scott Street, in front of residences, 
will remain. Some existing parking will be lost for safe “sight 
distances” at intersections. The work will be phased, with a possible 
curbed barrier between the bike lanes and car parking coming last, 
and in a partnership between ATD and Catellus (Master Developer 
of Mueller). Even more good news? The intersection of Mattie and 
Zach Scott will be studied for all-way stop signs and an improved 
trail crossing at Tom Miller Street.

The final image, below, shows the actual ATD layout to be installed 
along a typical block of Zach Scott.

Thanks to all Mueller Residents who participated in this effort; and 
members of the MNA Transportation Committee (especially Preston 
Tyree), and to the Austin Transportation Department & Austin 
Fire Department who listened to our concerns and maintained 
transparency throughout the process.
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Your Austin Area Real Estate Company

GreenCityATX.com

Green City Realty is a real estate 
brokerage, assisting clients in the 

process of buying and selling residential 
properties. Whether you are interested 

in the newest energy-efficient homes, the 
charming hundred-year-old homestead, 

or something in between, we are invested 
in making your real estate journey as 

rewarding as possible.

Kathy Sokolic, REALTOR ®
Neighborhood Expert

512-809-3497

Kathy@greencityatx.com

Helping You Put Down Roots
As a Mueller Pioneer and neighborhood organizer, I am 

in-the-know of all things Mueller and what's on the horizon 

throughout the city. A house is more than just materials – each 

part is a vital branch of the community. Contact me today!


