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White ribbons wrapped on trees and streets around the 
Sweetwater neighborhood during November served as a 
reminder of the tragic loss of a beloved resident. In late 
October, his vehicle was struck by a truck that crossed 
into his lane just east of the Pedernales Summit Parkway 
intersection, marking yet another fatality on Highway 71.

Members of the newly mobilized Safer 71 organization 
want to ensure this tragedy is not in vain.

Safer71 is a non-profit comprised of residents of 
Sweetwater and surrounding neighborhoods. The group 
aims to achieve a zero-fatality road corridor on SH71 
between Southwest Parkway and the Blanco County 
Line. This stretch of highway has seen 20 auto-collision 
deaths and 128 serious injuries since 2014. Seven of these 
fatalities occurred in 2018 alone and collisions are on the 
rise from previous years.

With many subdivisions far from their full build-
out, multiple new schools approved for construction, 
new sports facilities in the works, and commercial 
developments springing up along Highway 71, this stretch 
of road will continue to see an increase in population 
and traffic. Without safety improvements to SH71 and a 
change in how people drive along it, the next accident is 
just waiting to happen.

Working with municipal and county governments, 
traffic jurisdictions, and local neighborhoods, Safer 71 
aims to provide the necessary research, advocacy and 
outreach programs to ensure that SH71 becomes a road 

Sweetwater Residents
Driven to Create a Safer Highway 71

that people can feel safe driving on every day. Their charter 
focuses on a comprehensive approach to the problems: 
Engineering, Enforcement and Education.

Safer71 asks that you join the effort by supporting, 
promoting or volunteering with its efforts. Visit www.
safer71.org to learn more, stay informed on how you can 
help create a safer community for all residents and travelers 
on Highway 71.



2    The Community Connection - February 2019	 Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

COMMUNITY  CONNECTION
IMPORTANT NUMBERS

ADVERTISING & ARTICLE INFO
	 Please support the advertisers that make the Community Connection 
newsletter possible. The Sweetwater community receives this newseltter 
free of charge provided by the advertisers within. If you are interested in 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@
peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the 
issue. 
	 The Community Connection is mailed monthly to all Sweetwater 
residents. Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are welcome 
to include information about their organizations in the newsletter. 
Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special 
celebrations, and birthday announcements are also welcome.
	 To submit an article for the Community Connection please email it to 
sweetwater@peelinc.com. The deadline is the 15th of the month prior to 
the issue.

(Continued on Page 3)

The National Charity League, Inc. 
Lake Travis Chapter (NCL) Class of 
2021 capped off their class project on 
December 21, 2018 with a visit to Austin 
Pets Alive! (APA) to deliver homemade 
dog treats and donations of warm 
blankets and towels. The 30 sophomores 
made the bite-size dog treats and packed 
them into user-friendly bags for APA 

volunteers to use when walking dogs who are awaiting their forever 
home at the APA Town Lake Animal Center.

NCL members are placed into grade level classes that correspond 
with the daughter’s graduation year. Each grade level plans and executes 
a service project related to one of the chapter’s focus areas during the 
NCL service year.

“Our efforts and a great feeling of service all came together during 

Sophomores from National 
Charity League, Inc., Lake 

Travis Chapter Support 
Austin Pets Alive!

CAMP BOW WOW®
Austin SW

5200 Electric Avenue, Spicewood, TX, 78669
512-264-9663

campbowwow.com/austin-sw
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As of December 7, 2018 MLS Stats for Sweetwater were as follows: 

14 Homes Pending Sales and 32 Active Listings not counting all the new construction 

Please let us know if you would like additional stats for Sweetwater or surrounding areas. 

With us you get TWO experienced full-time agents for the price of ONE! Contact Us Today for 
your FREE market analysis! Referrals are appreciated. Warren lives in Sweetwater too! 

Shelli McLaughlin 
ProMatch Realty 

(512) 698-8932 
shelli@wesellaustinhomes.com 

 

Warren Chirhart 
Keller Williams Lake Travis 

(512) 925-9182 
warren@wesellaustinhomes.com 

our visit to deliver the donations,” said Reese Hood, Vice President 
of Philanthropy for the Class of 2021 and Lake Travis High School 
sophomore.

After working with APA to identify their needs, this year’s sophomore 
class spent many hours making dog treats with their mothers. The dog 
treats were cut into bite-size chunks and sorted into bags. They also 
collected much needed donations of blankets and towels to keep the 
animals warm during the winter months. The class toured the facility 
and got to meet some of the animals that will benefit from the treats 
and donations provided by the Class of 2021.

About National Charity League, Inc., Lake Travis Chapter
National Charity League, Inc., Lake Travis Chapter currently has 250 

Members and provides hands-on volunteer service for 19 philanthropic 
organizations in the community. Members are women and their 
daughters, grades 7-12. Through this community service, NCL, Inc. 
develops socially responsible community leaders and strengthens the 
mother-daughter relationship. The traditional Six Year Core Program 
also includes leadership development and cultural experiences. Mother-
daughter teams nationwide are responsible, dedicated, skilled volunteers 
actively engaged in local community work in 27 states across the country. 
To date, there are 259 Chapters, 87 of which are in Texas. For more 
information about the NCL, Inc., Lake Travis Chapter, please visit 
www.laketravis.nationalcharityleague.org to find a Chapter in your area.

(Continued from Page 2) Introducing 
"Get to Know

Your Neighbors"
We are all very fortunate to call Sweetwater home. But, Sweetwater 

is more than just a place to live; it is a vibrant community brimming 
with family-friendly neighborhoods, chock-full of fascinating, 
talented people. Our variety is what makes us so both unique and 
extraordinary. However, sometimes, we get so busy, we lose sight of 
how interesting and diverse we’ve become.

We believe that getting to know the people who live nearby will 
help us create a sense of belonging and shared identity. We have 
created a column entitled, “Get to Know Your Neighbors” which 
we hope will strengthen connections, build trust in our wider 
community, and contribute to a happier neighborhood for everyone.

If you know of a person or a family that you believe is making 
Sweetwater a better place to live, please let us know. We would like 
to introduce them to your neighbors.

Email Kelly@peelinc.com to be featured in a future issue.
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Spicewood Counseling
in the

Hill Country

8.5 miles West of Hill Country Galleria/RR 620 
& 2.5 miles East of Pedernales Bridge

21122 Hwy 71 West Spicewood TX. 78660
spicewoodcounseling.com

Experienced Counselor 
in Your Neighborhood

Licensed Professional Counselor
Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Board Certified Adult Psychiatric Nurse 
Practitioner With Prescriptive Authority
Dr. Gonzalez has been in private  
practice for 28 yrs.

512-520-7929

LOIS GONZALEZ, Ph.D.

Areas of expertise not limited to: 
• Depression
• Anxiety

• Grief Counseling
• Substance abuse

• Marriage and 
Family Counseling

Hill Country Galleria February Events & Happenings 
VALENTINE’S WINE WALK

Thursday, February 14 from 5 to 9 p.m.
Hill Country Galleria is hosting 
its Valentine’s Wine Walk on 
Thursday, February 14 from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Guests can shop 
the eclectic mix of retailers in the 
Galleria while discovering great 
wines from all over the world. 
Participants will start at Twin 
Liquors to pick up a map that is 
both a guide to the walk and a 
ticket for each wine walk stop. The 

Wine Walk’s last stop will be a restaurant so wine-walkers can sit 
down and end their Valentine’s Day with dinner. The first 100 
attendees will receive a swag bag filled with Hill Country Galleria 
offers. February retailers include Twin LIquors, Lululemon, Hand 
& Stone Massage and Facial Spa.

CAMP GLADIATOR FREE WORKOUTS
February 2, 9, 16 and 23 at 9 a.m.

Camp Gladiator is hosting anyone over the 
age of 14 for free workouts in the Galleria's 
Central Plaza every Saturday. Join Camp 
Gladiator to experience their boot camp-
style community workouts. Recommended 
to bring water, a towel and a mat.

LONE STAR FARMERS MARKET
February 3, 10, 17 and 24 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

*Note: Hill Country Galleria will open at 12 
p.m. on Sundays, with some restaurants and 
services opening earlier
Hill Country Galleria is home to the Lone 
Star Farmers Market. The event hosts the same 
great vendors as before and also offer face 
painting and other kids’ activities along with 
live music. More information can be found at 
www.lonestarfarmersmarket.com.
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Bee Cave Chamber of Commerce Recent Ribbon Cuttings

Verizon Bee Cave
Ribbon Cutting took place on 
November 28, 2018
12532 FM2244 Bldg. 2 Ste. 120  
Bee Cave, TX 78738
512-362-7180
Celebrating 1 year anniversary!

Kiddie Academy of Bee Cave

G r o u n d  B r e a k i n g 
Ceremony took place 
on December 5, 2018
16003 W SH 71  Bee 
Cave, TX 78738
kiddieacademy.com/
academies/bee-cave/
Opening May 2019.

Bahama Buck's
Ribbon Cutting took place on 
December 11, 2018
3944 S. FM 620 Rd. Bldg. 7  
Bee Cave, TX  78738
bahamabucks.com
Now open!
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There is nothing more beautiful 
than someone who goes out

of their way to make life
beautiful for others.

Partners in Hope connects one person’s gifts and talents 
with another person’s needs and equips the Lake Travis 

community to serve through the lens of ministry. Contact 
Matt Peacock at mattbp61@gmail.com to get involved.

www.partnersinhopelaketravis.org

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Community Connection is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is 
not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject 
to the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, 
nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of 
any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed 
to use the Community Connection contents, or loan said contents, to others in 
anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic 
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for 
profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without 
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Personal attention. Great rates. Call today!

HELPING YOU DEAL  
WITH LIFE’S CURVEBALLS 
SINCE 1928.

512.814.4981
Kelly Nugen
Your Local Agent

5329 SERENE HILLS DR # 204
AUSTIN, TX  78738 
KNUGEN@FARMERSAGENT.COM 
https://agents.farmers.com/knugen

Submit your news at:
www.peelinc.com

BUSINESS CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads - Business classifieds (offering a service or product 
line for profit) are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office 
at 512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.

Marriage and Family Counseling Services: Conveniently 
located at Hill Country Galleria, Life Summit Counseling has a 
passion for individuals, children/adolescents and couples/families. 
We offer a free initial phone consultation to ensure a goodness 
of fit. Call 512-484-7111 or go to www.lifesummitcounseling.
com to start your journey to self-healing and self-empowerment
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830.822.4171
www.CrossFitLakeTravis.com

Located Behind La Cabana Grill
5:30 am
8:30 am
7:30 am
4:00 pm
4:00 pm Teen Class
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

CLASS SCHEDULE
M-F
M-F

W&F
M-F

T&TH
M-F

M&W

INTERESTED IN TRYING 
CROSSFIT LAKE TRAVIS?

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE 1 WEEK

*VALID FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY

THE DIFFERENCE

IS A LITTLE “UMPH”

BETWEEN
TRY

TRIUMPH
AND
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I LOVE AND LIVE In Sweetwater!

Are you thinking of selling your Sweetwater home in 2019?
Ask me for a free consultation to understand the current local real 

estate market and find out what your home might be worth. 
(512) 897-4349

My Sweetwater Sales

MY SWEETWATER SALES
Red = SOLD   Green = FOR SALE

SHANNON MANGIN

512-897-4349

REALTOR®,  GRI ,  ABR 

2018 Masters Diamond Winner 

Luxury Home Special ist


