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Join us for the First Annual NWACA Day in the Park!
Sunday, April 28th, 1:00-7:00 p.m. Murchison Middle School Kickball Fields
See inside for all the details of our new spring event! We’re starting
off the afternoon with the Second Annual NWACA/NW Austin
Kickball, kickball games. First, we’ll have a recreational game, next
a competitive game. Dust off your tennies and join us! You don’t
have to sign up, just Show Up to play - families, kids, everyone
is welcome. Last year’s games were a blast! Then, join us for the
groundbreaking of the Loewy Family Playground at Murchison Pool
with District 10 Councilmember Alison Alter, our famous NWACA
Parks Committee with their golden shovel, and of course, the Loewy
Family. The afternoon continues with performances by School of Rock,
Journey Martial Arts, Shotguns Blazing Band, Shirley McPhail School
of Dance, and lastly, the Anderson High School Jazz Band. Kona Ice,
Austin’s Pizza, Daily Juice, and the NWA Kickball concession stand
will be there to keep us well fed and hydrated, but just in case we need
them, Austin Emergency Center will be on hand, too!
Another important date in April, join us on April 13th from 8-10
a.m. at Anderson High School for our spring collection event of
Styrofoam, electronics, and bathroom supplies! More details inside.

New to the
Neighborhood?
If this is your first copy of our newsletter,
welcome to the NWACA neighborhood!
The map shows our boundaries – Mopac,
RM 2222, Loop 360, and US Highway
183 (Research Boulevard). There are
about 13,500 households who are your
neighbors and are happy you’re here!
This newsletter is one way to know what’s happening in NWACA,
but there’s much more. Check out the quick link For New
Neighbors on the home page at www.nwaca.org Use the Email
Signup tab to get the weekly NWACA Notes. Use the Contact
tab to join the NWACA Facebook group and to join NextDoor.
Become a dues-paying member by using the form at the end of
this newsletter, or you can join online using the Join/Renew tab.

Welcome to NWACA!
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Save the date! Wednesday, May 1st is our annual neighborhood
meeting at 6:30 p.m., St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Huffman
Hall. There is plenty of free parking and we will have refreshments. If
you’ve never been to an annual meeting, you should come. You’d be
surprised what you will learn about your neighborhood. We will hear
from Councilmember Alter, AISD Board Member Kristin Ashy, as well
as the Austin Fire Department, Austin City Arborist, Austin Police
Department, and the NWACA Neighborhood Watch Committee.
Each of our NWACA committees will have tables to showcase all that
we do to serve our community and to encourage you to sign up to
participate! Code Enforcement, Cap Metro, Austin Resource Recovery,
the Game Warden, and TxDOT will have personnel at tables to answer
your questions. An enlightening favorite from last year, Austin Fire
Department will share their interactive table to show you what the
spread of a wildfire would look like close to where you live.
A word about the Constable Program…this program was started
in 2017 through the generous donation of a NWACA family. It has
(Continued on Page 2)

ARE YOU A NWACA MEMBER?
Receiving the newsletter does not guarantee membership.
Not sure? Visit www.nwaca.org to confirm!

GREAT NEIGHBORS = GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD
Together, we can continue to do great things for our neighborhood!

STAY INFORMED ABOUT ISSUES THAT AFFECT YOU
We are actively involved in our community and advocate for our residents.

GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS
We encourage friendships among residents through our events - July 4th
parade, National Night Out, Recycling Collection, Garage Sales, and more!

PROTECT AND IMPROVE OUR COMMUNITY
Learn about fire safety, crime prevention, oak wilt, environmental concerns,
park development, wildlife management, zoning/planning, and more!

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY
We are deeply invested in building strong relationships within our business
network to positively impact our neighborhood.

join todaY @ www.nwaca.org/joinrenew
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NWACA EVENTS CALENDAR
NWACA
News
Apr 7, 2:00pm
Parks Committee
Biderman's

Apr 9, 6:30pm-8:30pm
NWACA Board Meeting
Galaxy Cafe
Apr 13, 8-10 AM
Electronics and Styrofoam Recycling; also accepting used
toothpaste tubes and toothbrushes
Anderson High Parking Lot
Apr 13, noon -7PM
Earth Day events
Huston Tillotson University
Apr 15, 8:00am
Communications Committee
Kneaded Pleasures
Apr 20, 9:00am-Noon
Monthly cleanup event; please sign up at:
https://www.givepulse.com/recurring/364986?event=NWACAThird-Saturday-Park-Clean-Up
Bull Creek District Park
Apr 23, 5:00pm
NWACA Zoning and Transportation Committee
Temple Beth Shalom
7300 Hart Lane, r. 201
Apr 28, 1-7 PM
Day in the Park - Kickball Tournaments, Dedication of the Loewy
Playground, live music, and more! (See the big announcement page)
Murchison Kickball Fields, Loewy Playground
May 1, 2019; 6:30-8:30 PM
NWACA Annual Meeting
St. Matthew’s, 8134 Mesa Drive; Huffman Hall
May 4, 2 PM
Austin Wildfire Symposium – presentations and discussions on
wildfire prevention; go to ATXFire.com to register
Asian American Cultural Center; 8401 Cameron Road
May 5, 8:00 AM
Parks Committee
Biderman's
May 11; time TBD
Cleanup at Murchison Pool before its opening on June 3
Murchison Pool Park 3700 North Hills Dr.
May 18, 1:00-4:00 PM
Monthly Cleanup Event, please sign up at:
https://www.givepulse.com/recurring/364987?event=NWACAThird-Saturday-Park-Clean-Up
Bull Creek District Park
May 19, 2 PM
Tree, Environment, and Wildlife Committee
Kneaded Pleasures
May 20, 8 AM
Communications Committee
Kneaded Pleasures
May 28, 5 PM
NWACA Zoning and Transportation Committee
Temple Beth Shalom, 7300 Hart Lane, r.201
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From The Board (Continued from Cover)
been continued as a result of your donations. To be truly effective,
the program needs to grow, a lot. To grow means we need to receive
more donations. Did you know that when the Constable is in
our neighborhood, he is in contact with APD; and if he is in the
neighborhood and they are not, he will be the first to respond to
radio calls for assistance? He doesn’t just issue traffic citations. Crime
prevention was the number one item cited on the recent NWACA
survey (see results in this issue), followed by traffic control. The
Constable helps with both. While issuing citations is what you may
notice the Constable doing, what you may not notice is the Constable
watching for reckless drivers, package theft, burglaries, and disabled
vehicles; and working with the homeless in our neighborhood. If
you think you haven’t seen the Constable enough to do any good,
please donate, and you’ll see more of his work! It’s easy, go to www.
nwaca.org, Donate and Shop, Constable Fund.
Please enjoy this month’s history articles, Gourmand’s Corner,
Business Spotlight, crime prevention tips, and environmental
articles! Remember, we are just a click away at www.nwaca.org or
via email at: nwacainfo@gmail.com. We are so fortunate to live in
this special place, and we look forward to continuing to build upon
the community spirit of our neighborhood, working with both
residents and businesses.

NWACA Annual Meeting:
What’s in it for Me?
– Joanie Arrott
For those of you who haven’t attended past NWACA Annual
Meetings, you may be wondering what you missed. Let me first tell
you what it’s not—a formal, drawn-out meeting covering topics
that apply to members only. Instead, the opening agenda provides
brief updates on neighborhood priorities and city programs. Some
examples of what will be discussed at our upcoming meeting:
• What’s going on with our neighborhood Austin ISD schools?
• Should I be concerned about wildfire risk?
• What can I do about traffic in the neighborhood?
• What crime prevention resources are available to me?
• How do I contact my city council representative?
• What’s the status of oak wilt in the NWACA area?
After the brief program updates, we break into an open-house
style agenda where attendees can roam and visit with NWACA
Committee members and their guests on specific issues, concerns,
or questions, at assigned tables. Some of the guests who will be in
attendance represent the Austin Police Department, City of Austin
Transportation, Travis County Game Wardens, TxDOT, and City of
Austin Fire Department. The goal is to foster learning, connecting,
and growing as a community, and NWACA is excited to provide this
opportunity. We just need you!
Please come join us for the 2019 NWACA Annual Meeting
on Wednesday, May 1, from 6 to 8 PM, in Huffman Hall at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa Drive.
Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

ADAM LOEWY

LoewyFirm.com
(512) 280-0800
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2019 NWACA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Each of the Board members can be reached at:
nwacainfo@gmail.com
The NWACA Board meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month,
except December. Please visit our calendar at www.nwaca.org to
see the specific time and location. If you wish to speak at a Board
meeting, please send email a week before the meeting, so that we
can get you on the agenda.
NWACA is bordered on the north by US Highway 183 (Research
Boulevard), on the west by Loop 360, on the south by RM 2222,
and on the east by Mopac (Loop 1)
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since 1979!

Austin’s

Original Deep Pan

$3 OFF ANY
Large Pizzaaaahhh!

(One per customer, not good with other offers, expires Cinco de Mayo ’19)

NORTH
360

WE
DELIVER!
222
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Please support the advertisers that make the NWACA News
possible. If you are interested in advertising, please contact THE
PEEL sales office at 512-263-9181 or advertising@peelinc.com. The
advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the issue.

– Joanie Arrott
Gather up your outdated computer monitors,
old microwaves, IPhone 3s, and blown-out stereo
equipment. The Anderson High School south
parking lot will be the site of the Northwest
Austin Civic Association’s (NWACA) annual
Spring Collection event. This spring we’ll be
collecting old electronics, Styrofoam, bathroom
toothbrushes, empty toothpaste tubes, used razors, and dental floss
containers.
The event is scheduled for Saturday, April 13th, from 8:00-10:00
a.m. at Anderson High School. Collected electronics and styrofoam
will be taken to the City’s Reuse and Recycle Drop-Off Center.
Bathroom supplies will go to TerraCycle. This event is open to
NWACA members only. If you’re not a member, you can join at
the event for $25.
We will accept:
• Used electronics such as: computers and related supplies,
printers, batteries, cameras, phones, LCD televisions, routers,
stereo equipment, microwaves, and small refrigerators; all consumer
electronic devices and appliances;
• Clean Styrofoam blocks, egg cartons, cups and containers;
• Used toothpaste tubes and floss containers;
• Used disposable razors, replaceable-blade cartridge units, and
razor plastic packaging;
We will not accept:
• Rear-projection TVs or those with wooden frames;
• Dirty Styrofoam food or drink containers;
• Packing peanuts or plastic foam;
• Household hazardous wastes including: used oil, paint, light
bulbs, or chemicals;
We’re always looking for volunteers for our collection events. We
need folks to corral the cars, unload vehicles, load the collection truck,
and assist with separating the collected materials. If you’re looking
for a great opportunity to help serve your neighborhood, meet your
neighbors, and protect the environment, come join us! Any questions
or volunteer sign-up can be sent to: nwacainfo@gmail.com.
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PEEL ADVERTISING

Collection Event this Month:
Electronics, Styrofoam, and
Bathroom Supplies
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c

KEY CONTACTS
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Exclusive offer for our NWACA neighbors Bring a Friend.
PAN PIES - THIN PIZZA - SALAD - WINGS - BEER - VEGAN - GLUTEN-F
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Join NWACA for a Day in the Park

Sunday, April 28th
Murchison Middle School Fields
2nd Annual NWACA Kickball Games-Just Show Up to Play!

1:00 p.m. Recrea�onal/Family
Game
2:00 p.m. Compe��ve Game
3:30 p.m. Groundbreaking for
Loewy Family Playground at
Murchison Pool.

Great Live Music and Performances, plus First Responders!
4:00 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:10 p.m.

•
•

School of Rock
Journey MA
Shotguns Ready Band
SMSD
Anderson HS Jazz Band

No Glass Allowed
Smoking Prohibited

“Market Knowledge You Can
Depend On!”
Acupuncture | Chinese Herbal Medicine | Nutrition
Specializing in…

• NEUROPATHY
• CHRONIC PAIN

• INFERTILITY
• FEMALE HEALTH

Connie Lundgren
ABR, CNE, CIPS, GRI

$39
Initial Exam
(reg. $287)
expires 4-30-19

connie.lundgren@evusa.com
512.619.4101

*does not apply to insurance patients

(512) 260-1710 | www.AchieveIH.com | info@achieveih.com
Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.
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Writers
Idee Kwak's

CORNER
Urban Sketchers

When neighbor Suzanne Duncan took up watercolors
several years ago, she started keeping journals which now
trace the honing of her artistic skills in scenes of Austin as
well as in vignettes of her travels.
Suzanne is a member of the Austin Chapter of Urban
Sketchers, a global community that depicts the world one
drawing at a time and provides an opportunity to meet
other artists. When Suzanne travels, she not only paints the
places she visits but often does so in the company of local
artists, fellow members coming together for their chapter’s
artist meetups.
With artists already gathering for outings in our area,
another neighbor, Ellen Simpson, suggested they affiliate
themselves as the Austin chapter of the international
organization. Ellen along with co-host Cindy Schiffgens,
post the different location for each weekend’s meetup.
Usually on Saturday mornings, anywhere from 3 to 25
members and guests gather at the designated spot with
their supplies, then disperse in various directions to choose
a nearby scene they’d like to paint or sketch for the next
two or three hours.
Ellen says here in Austin the norm is for about half the
art to be rendered in black and white: pencil and ink,

the other half to be done in color: pastels, pencils, oils
or watercolors. All art is created on site, indoors and out,
capturing what is seen by direct observation, truthful to the
diverse scenes witnessed. Locations have included Mayfield
park, the Capitol, farmers markets, community gardens, the
Wildflower Center, SoCo, and Fiesta Beach. Styles, media,
and abilities vary greatly; no pre-requisite experience is
needed to participate.
At midday, the artists rejoin at the meeting place for
a “throw-down,” an opportunity to share their work
immediately with their fellow artists if they choose. With
a non-judgmental atmosphere, all are welcomed and
encouraged; amid friendly comments and compliments,
techniques are discussed, questions asked and answered.
After the meetup, artists may opt to share their work
online with global members, with over 200 official Urban
Sketchers chapters worldwide. From Africa to New Zealand,
from Austria to Vietnam, with date and location included
on each piece, the art chronicles time and locale, telling the
story of the places and surroundings lived in and traveled to.
Sometimes well-known artists are introduced at meetups,
and on occasion classes are offered through Urban Sketchers.
Annual symposia are also held providing even greater
opportunities to meet fellow artists.
If you would like to check out a meetup of Austin Urban
Sketchers (no invitation or R.S.V.P required), you can find
each week’s time and place by searching “Urban Sketchers”
on meetup.com or by going to the Facebook page, https://
www.facebook.com/groups/1079812898761611/. When
you get to the location, you’ll recognize your fellow artists
by the camping stools, bags, easels, and sketch pads they
carry. And if you’d like to join artists in other lands or just see
their work from around the world, go to urbansketchers.org.

Free Estimates on New A/C Systems
Fast 7-Day A/C Repairs
Energy Audits • Weatherization
Duct Repair & Replacement
Home & Handyman Repairs
Remodels & Additions
Senior Accessibility Upgrades
Painting / Staining
Drywall & Popcorn Removal
Decks & Fences / Install & Repairs
“We have been keeping Austin comfortable
for over 40 years.”– The Yamin Family
6
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TACL #B5235C

Cooling · Heating · Home Repairs · Remodels

512.450.1980 • www.AplusAC.com

$20 off

ANY A/C Repair or
Handyman Service!
Cannot be combined with other offers.
Check our website for additional coupons & discounts.
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Texas Ranger Dick Preece. The Preece Cemetery
– Richard Denney
This is the 5th and final part in
the story of Dick Preece, Bull Creek’s
patron Texas Ranger! Catch up on
previous articles at www.nwaca.org/
newsletter/
After his death in 1906 Dick Preece
was buried along West Bull Creek in
the Preece family cemetery off RM
2222, just a little over a mile from the
western boundary of our NWACA
neighborhood. Also buried there is
his brother William Preece Jr., who
had served alongside Dick as a Texas
Ranger, then in the Civil War as a
member of the "Texas Mountain
Eagles" (a Union guerrilla outfit
fighting the Confederacy), then finally in the Union army’s First Texas
Cavalry, a fact inscribed on both their tombstones.
A letter written by Dick Preece’s granddaughter, Louise Preece, dated
1968, contains a fascinating story about the Preece Cemetery, replete

with ghosts. The "big dams" she refers to are the current Highland
Lake dams which did indeed require relocation of some cemeteries :
“…In the 1930's the big dams were built, and the descendants
of the pioneers were told they would have to get out as the land was
condemned. The cemeteries were moved, thank goodness; but our
Preece cemetery was not touched. It is on Bull Creek, just below the site
where great Uncle Wayne Pulaski Preece built his house and donated
the land for the cemetery. It is said that at night Uncle Wayne would
leave his grave and walk cross the wide front porch and enter a little
side room where he slept. I heard footsteps one night (don't smile at
this, for such things are known to happen in our family); The sound
of the footsteps went across the porch and entered the side room; then
the footsteps returned and went down toward the cemetery from which
they came. We were all sleeping in the same room. I wondered why no
one said anything. Years later it occurred to me that perhaps I was the
only one who heard them. I never did mention it to anyone then. The
cemetery was on a limestone embankment, and it is said that one or
two persons dug up for reburial had turned to stone. A geologist later
said the bodies had ossified-or at any rate, they did change because
(Continued on Page 9)

SOLD BY

WE GET
R E S U LT S !
LOOKING TO BUY OR SELL? CALL JULIE

J U L I E WA I D E L I C H
BROKER|OWNER, REALTOR®

Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

W W W. N E ST P RO P E RT I E SA U ST I N . C O M

512.784.1990

JULIESWAIDELICH@GMAIL.COM

NWACA News - April 2019 7

NWACA News
Want the home selling
process to be easier and
more profitable?

Staging, painting, landscaping, deep cleaning. Simple cosmetic improvements like these
often increase the potential sales price and reduce the amount of time it takes a home to sell.
Our Compass Concierge simplifies the process of preparing your home for sale by paying
for these cosmetic improvements up front. You just pay the costs back at closing.
Let’s visit about selling your home with ease and earning more money in the process.

Paul & Marquette Reddam
512.789.0869
paul@homesville.com
homesville.com
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2019 NWACA Neighborhood
Interest Survey Results
March 11, 2019
(Note: this is an abbreviated version of the results; see
www.nwaca.org for the entire report.)
Between February 10 and March 11, 2019, NWACA conducted its
annual neighborhood survey to identify the issues that are currently
most pressing for the neighborhood. The survey was done using
Survey Monkey, open to anyone in the neighborhood. In addition,
paper copies were sent to NWACA members without internet
access. There were 287 responses, 13 of those from members without
internet access.
Responses are summarized below.
Q1: What areas do you think are most important for NWACA
to work on in the coming year? [choose only 3, rating them first
choice, second choice, third choice] (285 responses)
A weighted rating was computed to be able to see the consolidated
response to each item.

(Continued from Page 7)
of the effect of the limestone on them. Mother said she must never be
buried there, as she wanted to be able to rise on the Judgment Day.
She died in 1972, and is buried at the foot of the mountains, in
Austin Memorial Park… Uncle Wayne's place was built on the site
of a Comanche hunting ground. The early pioneers there, including
my people, fought the Comanche; and one of Giddens (sic) cousin was
killed. We children used to pick up arrow heads, and my uncle Byrd…
found an Indian grave in which the body had been buried in a sitting
position. It was not on our place, though…”
As I’ve mentioned before, over the years I’ve had the pleasure to make
the acquaintance of some the Preece descendants that still live here
in Austin, and I continue to swap information with them. If you are
interested in learning more about the Preece family and their early days
in Travis County, UT’s Briscoe Center for American History is home
to the “Richard Lincoln Preece papers, 1859-1919,” which comprises
materials pertaining to Dick Preece’s experiences as a soldier serving
in the Civil War and as a rancher following the war.
For safe keeping I donated to the Briscoe my copies of Texas Rangers
and Real West magazines with Harold Preece’s articles about his
grandfather. Those articles are also available for reading on the Internet
Archive at https://archive.org/details/@rdenney
For more on this topic and other local history, visit Richard Denney’s
blog at http://txcompost.blogspot.com/

Q2: Which civic issues would you like NWACA to provide
information on and to advocate for your concerns? [Choose
no more than 3, rating them first choice, second choice, third
choice.] (287 responses)
A weighted rating was computed to be able to see the consolidated
response to each item.

HEALTHY SMILES ARE OUR SPECIALTY
Why Our Patients Love Us:

Empowering you to play an active role in your child’s dental health.
Compassionate, individual patient care for your child’s needs.
Enjoy a dental team focused on creating a positive dental experience for you and your child.
Our Laser eliminates the need for shots before fillings.
You are invited to stay with your child through the entire appointment.
Monthly payment options
available, including
no-interest financing

(Continued on Page 10)
Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

$75
OFF

Visit www.DrSherwood.net

Mention this ad and receive $75 off
New Patient Exam, Cleaning, and
Fluoride. (New patients only)

Call today
(512) 454-6936
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(Continued from Page 7)
Q3: Please rate your awareness and use of these NWACA
communications media (287 responses)

Q4: The NWACA Board has funded a constable for approximately
six hours per week for more than a year to alleviate traffic concerns
and speeding. Have you seen value in the Constable's additional
patrols to date? (287 responses)
The responses in 2019 are more positive than in the 2018 survey.
Answer
Choices

• 11 - Not sure, not interested, too hard to get to
• 11 – bad timing – gone at the time, hours of the event too short,
too early in the morning, need three events per year
• 8 - New to the neighborhood, wasn’t a member
• 8 -Take our own to the South Austin Hazardous Waste Center
• 4 - Need more info about events, brought things last time that
Answer
2019 %
Count of
2018 %
Count of
weren’t included
Choices
Responding Responses Responding Responses
Yes
75 the events
18.25%and appreciated
50
• And several
who said26.13%
they’d used
them.
No
34.49%
99
41.97%
115
Additional things to recycle included:
Unsure
39.37%
113
39.78%
109
• Chemicals – Total
pool, household,287cleaning solvents274
• Light bulbs
• Medication
Answer
2019 %
Count of
2018 %
Count of
Choices
Responding Responses Responding Responses
• Metal weights
Yes
46.59%
130
40.6%
108
• Milk cartons,
aseptic
containers
No
53.41%
149
59.4%
158
279
266
• Old gasolineTotal
• Pressed cardboard egg cartons
Answer More2019
% and
Count
of
• Styrofoam every time!
types
sizes
Choices
Responding Responses
Q8: If NWACAYeswas able to45.99%
secure coupons
or discounts to
132
local businesses, asNoa benefit to 54.01%
NWACA members,
how attractive
155
Total responses) 287
would that be to you? (287
Answer Choices

Responses

2019 %
Count of
2018 %
Count of
Excellent idea! I'm sure I could make use of something like that.
46.69%
134
Responding Responses Responding Responses
I'm not sure it would be worth the trouble.
41.11%
118
Yes
26.13%
75
18.25%
50
Not interested; thanks!
12.20%
35
No
34.49%
99
41.97%
115
Answer
2019 %
Count of
2018 %
Count of
Unsure
39.37%
113
39.78%
109
Q9: If NWACA was to organize some new events for the
Choices
Responding Responses Responding Responses
Total
287
274
Yes
26.13%
75
18.25%
50
neighborhood, what would you be likely to attend? (select as
No
34.49%
99
115
Q5: Are you willing
to contribute
to a 41.97%
fund to continue
the many as you wish) (255 responses)
Answer
2019 %
%
Count
2018
Count
Unsure
39.37%
113 of
39.78%
109 of
Answer
2019
Count
of
2018 %
%
Count
of
program?
(279 responses)
Choices
Responding
287
274
ChoicesTotal Responding
Responding Responses
Responses
Responding Responses
Responses
The response is a 26.13%
bit more favorable
the 2018 survey.
Yes
75 than in
18.25%
50
Yes
46.59%
130
40.6%
108
No
34.49%
99
41.97%
115
No
53.41%
149
59.4%
158
Answer
2019 %
Count
of
2018 %
Count
of
Unsure
39.37%
113
39.78%
109
Total
279
266
ChoicesTotal Responding Responses
Responding Responses
287
274
Yes
46.59%
130
40.6%
108
No
53.41%
149%
59.4%of
158
Answer
2019
Count
AnswerTotal Choices
2019 %
Count
2018 %
Count
279 of
266 of
Responding
Responses
Choices Yes Responding Responses
Responding
Responses
45.99%
132
Yes NWACA No
130 recycling
40.6%
108 year.
54.01%
155events each
Q6:
holds46.59%
two household
Answer
2019
%
Count
of
No
53.41%
149
59.4%
158
Totalat one or more of287
Have you recycled
items
these events?
(287
Responding
Responses
Total Choices
279
266
responses) Yes
45.99%
132
No
155
Answer
Choices 54.01%
Responses
AnswerTotal
2019 %
Count
287 of
Excellent idea! I'm sure I could make use of something like that.
46.69%
134
1
Choices
Responding Responses
m not sure it would be worth the trouble.
41.11%
118
Yes
45.99%
132
Not interested; thanks! Answer Choices
12.20%
35
Responses
No
54.01%
155
Excellent idea! I'm sure I could makeTotal
use of something like that.
46.69%
134
287
m not sure it would be worth the trouble.
41.11%
118
Not interested;
thanks!
12.20%
35
Q7: If you have not participated in a recycling event, please
Answer Choices
Responses
explain why not. For example, are there some materials 46.69%
you
Excellent idea! I'm sure I could make use of something like that.
134
would
like
us
to
gather
in
addition
to
what
we
now
gather?
(161
m not sure it would be worth the trouble.
41.11%
118
responses)
Not interested;
thanks!
12.20%
35

The responses fell into these categories:
• 49 - Not aware, didn’t know about it, missed the date, forgot
• 40 - Not applicable – Apartment complex handles, don’t have
these things to recycle, can do all I need in the regular blue bin
10
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Survey Questions and Comments
– Joyce Statz and Vicki DeWeese

Among the “other” responses to the NWACA 2019 survey,
there were some questions and comments to which we’d like
to respond, since they may be on the minds of more than one
neighbor.
• Does NWACA provide information on candidates in local
elections? Yes, our Civic Engagement Committee puts on a
forum each election period, offering a platform for candidates
for seeking local office to provide their views. They also invite
advocates for and against significant City and State ballot
propositions to bring their information to the public.
• Can we look into a compost program for our neighborhood?
This question is probably about the City’s green recycling
container, intended for kitchen compost as well as landscape
trimmings. The City is gradually rolling out that program across
all neighborhoods, intending to cover all by the end of 2019
or beginning of 2020. They don’t have a detailed schedule.
• Can I get a dues reminder like I used to get? We are transitioning
to an annual renewal at the start of the calendar year, and had
expected to do that in February, so we stopped doing reminders
for the time being. However, the implementation of the system
is taking a bit longer than we’d hoped. Feel free to renew now
if you wish, or wait for the notice that will be coming soon.
• I would like NWACA to help enforce zoning violations,
parking in front or side yards, timely removal of political signs and
billboards, … Since NWACA is a Civic Association and not a
Homeowners Association, it has no enforcement mechanisms.
Most of the items of concern here are ones that need to be dealt
with by the City of Austin Code Compliance Department.
The best approach is to call 311 and report the matter. If the
issue is a pervasive one, we can put an article in the newsletter
educating neighbors as to City Code requirements.
• Facebook – let people post freely; stop policing; don’t become
a nanny leadership group… NWACA FB Moderators try to

maintain open communications, while making sure that
misinformation is not being distributed, and that rhetoric
stays neighborly. The majority of our FB group support our
stated rules, thank us for moderating, and realize that we are
volunteers working overtime. It’s a difficult job!
• How about a Google calendar with events we can import or
attach to our calendars? There is a NWACA Google calendar
that is part of the NWACA web site home page, www.nwaca.
org Let us know if this isn’t sufficient.
• There are many deer in my yard, and we do not feed them.
Other people are feeding the deer. Would speaking to any of
these individuals help, or should we at least let them know their
neighbors are aware and watching? You can make a call to 311
and ask them to have someone come and talk to the neighbor;
unless they see the feeding being done, Code Compliance
cannot cite the person for violating the Do Not Feed Ordinance.
• Can NWACA reach out to students and families in apartments
and rentals? We would appreciate feedback on how to do this.
We have held information sessions for renters, which were
very lightly attended, and we have provided information to
apartment managers to pass along to their residents. At this
point, we have about 20 members in apartments; we’d love to
reach more!
• Too many people do not clean up after their dogs or leave their
poop sacks in the street. You can remind them by putting up the
signs promoted in the newsletter. Send email to nwacainfo@
gmail.com to request a “Pet Waste Poollutes sign.
• I’m hearing that NWACA sells the 4th of July t-shirts at a loss.
I hope this isn’t true! It’s not our intent to sell them at a loss;
we try to break even. If we tried to make a profit on them, the
prices would be higher than we want to charge. However, if we
estimate this year’s shirts based on last year’s sales, and we’re
wrong… we lose a little bit of money.

Don’t know where to start?
Feeling alone?
Residential Assisted Living

( 512 ) 831-5600
Amazing Food
Warm Atmosphere
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Overwhelmed?
Get answers at...

Key2SeniorCare.com
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Doss Elementary School Construction Update

– Teri Schock and Chris Hajdu
It has been a full year since the planning and design/concept there will be two elevators.
phase began for the new Doss Elementary School. As of midSite development is expected in April and building construction
March, demolition of the existing structure is underway, focused in May. Expected completion is slated for April/May 2020. A
on the building interiors. The overall demolition is expected to take Virtual Reality Tour of the new Doss camps can be seen here:
several weeks, the quickest part of the long construction process. https://roundme.com/tour/327327/view/1080718/
The March 13th update from the Doss Principal included this:
To track progress, look for updates at this link: https://
“DEMOLITION STARTS TOMORROW!
austinisd2017bond.org/doss-es/ You can also sign up for email
Austin ISD is excited to announce that demolition of the updates, which are expected to include pictures of the entire process
existing Doss Elementary School facility will begin tomorrow, once demolition starts.
Thursday, March 14. While abatement has taken place over the
last several months, we’re looking forward to this next phase in the
construction process. The modernized Doss Elementary School is
Master License: M-39722
still on schedule to open in August 2020.”
• Water Pressure Problems
The architect, contractor and AISD representatives met with
• Sewer & Drain Service
the Doss PTA early in March to explain the design concept. From
• Fiber Optic Drain
this meeting, we learned the new Doss will be at the corner of
Line Inspections
Master
• Free Estimates
Northledge and Far West. A new curb cut will be made to match
water pressure problems
License:
• Satisfaction Guaranteed
M-39722
up with Chimney Corners which will be the bus entrance. Buses
sewer & drain service fiber optic drain line inspections
free
estimates
satisfaction
guaranteed
will enter and travel under the building in a loop. The new parent
Steve Brougher
Master
Brougher
entrance to the school will be off North Hills Drive. Because of
waterSteve
pressure
problems
License:
512.276.7476
276-7476
∙
2605
Buell
Ave
2605
Buell
Ave
M-39722
sewer & drain service fiber optic drain line inspections
the slope of the property, there will be a basement lower level and

STEVE’S PLUMBING
REPAIR

STEVE’S
PLUMBING
STEVE’S
REPAIR
PLUMBING
REPAIR

#1

free estimates

satisfaction guaranteed

Steve Brougher
276-7476 ∙ 2605 Buell Ave

Company-wide Top Producer out of 450
REALTORS® at Realty Austin in 2018

N WAC A

Interested in
Selling?

NEIGHBORHOOD REALTOR ®

Current Buyer Needs:
4 Bed min /
2 Bath min

Lot /
Teardown

Zoned to
Doss

Zoned to
Doss

Brian Copland , REALTOR

®

(512) 576-0288
briancopland@realtyaustin.com
briancoplandaustinrealtor
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austinhomeandcondo.com
Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

Celebrate Easter Sunday
with Shepherd of the Hills
Christian Church!

Sunday, April 21st

Youth-Led Garden Service, 9:00 AM
Breakfast, 9:15 AM
Easter Egg Hunt, 9:45 AM
Resurrection Service, 10:40 AM
6909 West Courtyard Dr. Austin, TX 78730
(At the top of Shepherd Mountain)
www.shccaustin.org

(512) 343-7858

Greg Lanier, Senior Minister ~ Jeff Robinett, Associate Minister
Iain Sturrock, Director of Music
Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.
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Neighborhood Watch Signs Going Up
– Connie Lundgren

Neighborhood Watch signs have been delivered to the City of
Austin and will be going up in 78731 and 78759 zip codes soon.
The first signs will be at entry points to our subdivision and major
intersections; a total of 11 signs in all. They’ll provide a warning
to any would-be troublemakers that our community is acting to
prevent vandalism and crime. The next signs will be placed on
the streets where residents have signed up to be Block Captains.
This is a relatively simple job and there is a guide book with a
sample letter for collecting names of residents on your streets and
their contact information. Once that information is compiled, it
is distributed back to the residents. The program needs only one
volunteer to collect and distribute names per street.
The first key principle of the Neighborhood Watch program is
to get to know your neighbors and look out for one another. The
second key principle focuses in on the first: ”Know Your Five.”
The five are the two neighbors on either side of you and the three
across the street directly in front of your home. Coordinate with
them when you are out of town, so that you have watchful eyes
to keep everyone and everything safe.
If you would like more information regarding the crime in our

community, there are several web sites that provide good data
by area, including these two: https://www.krimelabb.com/_ and
https://spotcrime.com/
NWACA has to purchase the Neighborhood Watch signs, as
well as pay for the Constable who patrols our neighborhood. If
you value the work of your civic association, please be a member,
and consider making a contribution to the Constable Program.
Your membership and donation will help continue the work and
keep our streets safe. https://nwaca.org/joinrenew/ and https://
nwaca.org/donations/

PROPERTIES OF DISTINCTION.
AGENTS FOR LIFE.
Dochen Realtors®
consistently sets Northwest
Hills sales records, serving
and representing hundreds
of satisfied buyers & sellers
in our neighborhood.
Our reputation as the area's
leading real estate
brokerage is built on the
combined strength of our
exceptional team, drawing
on our intimate knowledge
of Northwest Hills, with an
emphasis on education,
experience, and
professionalism.

512.345.2227
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You and Your Local
Austin Breweries
–Chris Hajdu
The idea of sitting on a patio enjoying a fresh beer brewed a few feet
away, seems like the very definition of Spring. I’m often reminded of
the many biergartens I visited during several trips to Germany (not
always in Spring or Summer but memorable nonetheless).
What's the appeal of a local brewery? Well, for starters, you are
supporting local businesses, getting a fresh product, and enjoying
beer options that aren’t available away from the brewery - like special
seasonal beers. Also, many breweries offer food, have places for the
kids to run around and play, and are often dog-friendly. (Check online
first about kid and dog situations, just to be sure.)
We are very lucky in Northwest Hills that so many quality breweries
lie a very short distance from our ‘hood. Breweries tend to congregate
in specific areas of town, and I want to cover a few of those areas. It
makes it easy to visit several breweries in a night if you stick to one
part of town.
The first area, fairly close to us, is North Austin, anchored by
Adelbert's, Austin Beerworks, Celis, 4th Tap, Circle Brewing, and
Oskar Blues. These six breweries are within a mile of one another and
are only a few miles from Northwest Hills. A personal favorite of mine

is Austin Beerworks, due to their amazing patio and wide selection
of beers to satisfy all taste buds. Oskar Blues also regularly hosts live
music, so that’s a good bet for music fans as well.
Another close option (with a killer view) is Oasis Brewing Company.
Not to be confused with the restaurant of the same name, this is a
separate business with its own restaurant. And, to top it off, their deck
is at a higher level than the Oasis Restaurant and offers better views of
Lake Travis. A short hop down Highway 620 is Infamous Brewing.
There are a number of breweries in the North Central part of
town that focus much of their attention on food. Pinthouse Pizza,
Brewtorium, and Black Star Co-Op are good places to take in a pint
and a meal at the same time.
Another area with a plethora of breweries is the East Side, with Zilker,
Blue Owl, Lazarus, Hops and Grain, Friends and Allies, and Southern
Heights. For a great night, take a ride share to the east side, and then
walk from brewery to brewery. The close proximity of many of these
breweries makes them very convenient to one another.
If you are south of the river, options include: ABGB (Austin Beer
Garden Brewing), 512 Brewing, Independence, St Elmo, and Thirsty
Planet. ABGB is a personal favorite of mine after attending several
Doss Dad outings there in the Brew Bus.
Out near the Airport in Southeast Austin, there are two great
options - Live Oak and Hi-Sign Brewing. The Biergarten at Live Oak
is legendary, according to several acquaintances.
If you cannot make it out to any of these breweries, take the next
best step: ask your local bartender to pour you something that’s local.
Enjoy, my neighbors, and remember to enjoy responsibly….
Until next time, Cheers, Sláinte, Salute, Salud, Prost,Santé.

After All, It’s Weather in Texas
– Joanie Arrott
Texas weather is often the butt of jokes. But, there’s no joking about
the impact of storm damage we should expect during springtime
months. Rollercoaster temperatures, strong storms, and tree damage
is the norm. Being oak wilt season, it is vital to respond to tree damage
with the proper tools, techniques, and knowledge to keep your trees
safe. Home and property owners can directly manage the landscaping
on their property in most cases. However, there are times when they
should consult with applicable city staff to verify appropriate steps
to be taken. For example, when trees or plants need to be trimmed
around power lines or if a tree has fallen on a power line, then Austin
Energy should be contacted to address the situation.
Fresh tree wounds, whether from pruning or storm damage,
are great entry points for oak wilt fungus spores or insects that
may carry the spores, and these wounds should be properly and
immediately treated by covering them with any type of paint (latex,
spray-on, brush-on, or wound dressing). While all oak tree species
are susceptible to the disease, there are certain ones that are most at
risk. These include varieties of live oaks, white oaks, and red oaks.
Make a habit of sterilizing pruning tools each time they are used
to greatly reduce the spread of disease among your landscape plants
Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

and trees. Tools should be disinfected between each pruning cut;
alcohol-based disinfectants such as 10% bleach solution or rubbing
alcohol can be used.
Employ only certified arborists who specialize in tree trimming
or removal, to prune your storm-damaged, sick, or dead trees,
especially oaks. The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)
recommends hiring a tree service company that has ISA-certified
professionals on staff. They have developed two easy-to-use tools to
assist homeowners in locating an arborist in the area (Find an Arborist
tool) and in confirming whether an arborist has an ISA credential
(Verify a Credential tool). Access them here: http://www.isa-arbor.
com/findanarborist/arboristsearch.aspx.
Remember, the best defense against oak wilt disease or pest
infestation is to avoid pruning during the time of year that has
the highest risk of infection, the mild weather months of February
through the end of June. That being said, when accidental damage
occurs, the best response is to safely remove any branches and
properly cover or paint all wounds, no matter how small. Any
questions about NWACA’s oak wilt prevention campaign can be
sent to: nwacainfo@gmail.com.
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Business Spotlight: Foodie Kids
– Janice Green
How did you learn to cook? From a parent, serrated knives – real knives are used beginning around age nine with
a grandparent? From TV cooking shows or nary a mishap. Fun is contagious in the classes because it is not just
YouTube? From a Jurassic home-EC class about the eating, but also the thrill of feeding and sharing food with
decades ago? From an inherited box of recipes? others, along with expanding a child's palette with new flavors. Extensive
While chatting with Bonnie Jay, owner, and after-school and holiday classes, plus the summer camps, offer a more
Maggie Dickerson, manager, of Foodie Kids – focused experience with themes like patisserie fare, French and Italian
both products of culinary schools – I couldn't help but reflect on the and American cuisines, restaurant classics, and more. For advanced
genesis of my own love of cooking for self and others.
students there is a pro-style chef series. Five of Foodie's former students
The idea for a culinary center for children took root over twenty-five have been contestants on Food Network kids programs!
years ago with Barbara Beery, founder of Foodie Kids. In 2017 Bonnie
Foodie Kids is a unique site to reserve for a themed birthday
Jay, who had been working there, acquired Foodie Kids. It is the longest- celebration, and at the same time the parents can gather in a separate
running children's culinary school in the U.S.
reserved space with their own “refreshments.” Parties are designed around
Foodie Kids is for children ages two to teens; there are four crafts, culinary skills and techniques, and even fun competitions akin to
components: retail merchandise, The Makery snack bar, education the Food Network “Nailed It” and baking championship shows.
(classes, camps, workshops), and a location for private party events.
Foodie Kids is a terrific go-to for busy parents looking for a child's
When you walk into the store, you'll find everything a young chef might unique educational experience, for grandparents wanting valuable and
need, from lunch kits to cookbooks to kid-friendly utensils. Drop in fun entertainment with a grandkid, and for a child who expresses a
at The Makery snack bar for a self-made snack and teaching moment: passion for all things food-related.
a pizza topped with fresh-cut herbs or a cupcake decorated by a child's
Cooking is a life skill, despite our fast-food and home-delivery age of
imagination. A smaller activity room provides space for party prep or eating. What better way is there to nourish a child's culinary curiosity
overflow, and the large kitchen education space is equipped for classes. and instill self-reliance, immersed in the art and joy of cooking.
Children learn cooking basics, the science behind it, and safety skills.
For more details on classes and hours, go to www.foodie-kids.com;
For example, the art of cutting and chopping is introduced with plastic 3818 Far West Blvd, Suite 107; (512) 346-3333.

Roses are Red,
Violets are Blue,
Come in for a check-up,
and a cleaning too!
- Shoal Creek Dental Care

Shoal Creek Dental Care
8015 Shoal Creek Blvd., Suite 120
512.453.8181
www.shoalcreekdental.com
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NWACA MEMBERSHIP FORM
Send annual dues of $25 with this form to:
NWACA, P.O. Box 26654, Austin, TX 78755

Name(s): ________________________________________
________________________________________________
Street Address: ____________________________________
________________________________ Zip____________
Email #1 (kept private; print): _________________________
________________________________________________
Email #2 (kept private; print): _________________________
________________________________________________
Phone (with area code):______________________________
Date: ____________________________________________
ANNUAL DUES: $25

(Optional) 4th of July Parade Contribution:
$10___ $20___ Other ___
(Optional) Parks Fund Contribution:
$10___ $20___ Other ___
(Optional) Constable Fund Contribution:
$10___ $20___ Other ___
You can also pay via PayPal by going to www.nwaca.org,
selecting the Get Involved Tab, and choosing Join/Renew

Volunteers are always needed on our committees.
Please mark those on which you’d like to actively participate.
• Civic Engagement
• Communications
• Crime and Safety/Neighborhood Watch
• Events/4th of July
• History
• Parks
• Sponsorship
• Transportation
• Tree and Environment
• Wildfire Prevention
18
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The NWACA News is a publication of the Northwest Austin Civic
Association, produced and distributed by Peel, Inc. At no time will anyone
be allowed to use the NWACA News content, or loan said content, to
others in any way, shape, or form, nor in any media, web site, print, film,
email, electronic copy, fax, or other means, for the purpose of solicitation,
commercial use, or any other use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self-amplification, under penalty of law, without written or expressed
permission from the Northwest Austin Civic Association.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc.
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost
of such advertising.
* NWACA is not responsible for the content of advertising. NWACA is
responsible only for the content of our articles.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental
or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or
any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a
timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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Below is an overview of activity and pricing for single family homes over the past 5
winters (december - February). The graphs compare data from December 2014
through February 2019. Prices have consistently increased and days on market have
decreased over the past couple of years. northwest hills continues to have low
inventory, resulting in strong demand and lower days on market.
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Our 2019 is off to a strong start with 38 sold transactions from
january through mid march. This is a 46% increase from the 26 sold
transactions during the same time period in 2018. With positive price
appreciation and limited inventory, we continue to be in a seller's
market. If you would like more information about what your home
may be worth, I'd love the opportunity to visit and answer any
questions you may have.

SOURCE: ABOR MLS including data through March 12, 2019. Based on NWACA Boundaries: MOPAC/HWY 360/2222/SPICEWOOD SPRINGS.
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Rare Single Story with
Spectacular Views at
5838 Westslope Dr.
3 Bedrooms*2 Bathrooms*Great
Room*Fireplace*Breakfast and Dining Rooms

Stunning 180 degree panoramic views span the
back of this home. From your expansive Great Room,
Master Retreat, large Kitchen and Dining Area, this is
the perfect home for entertaining family and friends.
You will be captivated daily by postcard worthy
moments as you gaze at Austin’s iconic 360 Bridge,
gleaming Lake Austin, the shoreline of Austin
Country Club, as well as Shepherd Mountain, the
peak of Jester Estates, and up towards Great Hills.
Each evening, the brilliant, richly colored sunsets will
take your breath away.
Extra-large side entry attached 2 car garage has
ample storage and flex space. Also noteworthy is
that this home has no interior steps and no sunken
rooms, making it the perfect home in which to
comfortably age in place. Remodel this home to
your personal taste.
With the Texas Hill Country in the backdrop
everywhere you look, your centrally located home
will be a true treasure in the heart of Austin.
Price Upon Request

For exceptional real estate
service and maximum
exposure of your property,
contact me today!
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