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Save the Date: 
What's Happening in 

Meridian? Social Events 
& HOA Board Meetings
July

 4 ~ Neighborhood 4th of July Parade

August

 6 ~ HOA Board Meeting

   15 - Middle School Pool Party w/DJ

 23 ~ Back to School Food Truck Night 

& Pool Party

September

 2 ~ Ice Cream Social

October

 1 ~ HOA Board Meeting

 26 ~ Fall Neighborhood Garage Sale

November

 16 ~ Chili Cook-off

December

 3 ~ HOA Board Meeting

 14 ~ Holiday Lights / Snow Spectacular

* All dates subject to change and new events may be added.  
Annual homeowners meeting will be scheduled in May 2019.  
Goodwin Mgt will be sending out information soon.  For more 
information, the Meridian HOA Board can be reached at: 
MeridianHOABOD@gmail.com(Continued on Page 2)

National Survey Reveals Roof 
Damage is One of the

Top Issues that Stress Out
American Homeowners

Only 3% of Austin Homeowners are Proactive at Checking their Roofs
Roof damage is among the top 3 stressful issues for homeowners next to burst 

pipes and flood damage according to a new national survey by Owens Corning 
Roofing. While a roof is one of the most important items protecting most 
American’s single largest financial investment, 69% of homeowners admitted to 
rarely, if ever, looking at their roof or hiring a professional to do so in advance 
of unpredictable weather seasons. Nationwide, the survey also found that 70% 
say the cost of repairs would be taxing, but only 29% of homeowners have 
money set aside to address unexpected roof damage.
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PUBLISHER
 Peel, Inc. ........................ www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
 Advertising ......... advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

 Please support the advertisers that make The Monitor 
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by 
advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 
or advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 
9th of the month prior to the issue.

ADVERTISING INFO

 The Monitor is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Meridian 
residents. Each newsletter is filled with valuable information 
about the community, local area activities, school information 
and more.If you are involved with a school group, play group, 
scouts, sports activity, social group, etc. and would like to 
submit an article for the newsletter you can do so online at 
www.PEELinc.com or you can email it meridian@peelinc.
com. Personal news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, 
special celebrations, birthday announcements and military 
service are also welcome. Our goal is to keep you informed!

A Newsletter for Meridian residents

WELCOME

Find Meridian on 
Facebook

@MeridianSocialBuzz
@MeridianMamas

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

(Continued from Cover Page)

(Continued on Page 3)

Specific to Austin, the survey found that 40% of Austin 
homeowners admit they don't currently have money set aside to 
repair or replace unexpected roof damage and yet in the last three 
years only 3% say they always check or have their roofs checked 
before the start of a season that typically brings bad weather.

“Understanding the importance of checking their roofs and 
knowing the basics of roof maintenance and damage can help 
ensure homeowners are better prepared for upcoming weather,” 
says Tracy Sanders and Luke Evans of Sanders Roofing and 
Exteriors. “It can literally make a huge financial impact for you 
and your family.”

Checking the Condition of a Roof
According to Tracy Sanders and Luke Evans, there are a few 

simple steps Austin homeowners can take to identify issues and 
make sure their roof is ready for upcoming weather: WIN (Walk 
the Attic, Inspect Your Ceilings, Note Outside Changes).

Walk the attic:
Often, early warning signs of current or future roof problems 

are visible in your attic long before they become apparent from 
the inside or the outside. Look for daylight coming from around 
any of the roof penetrations (e.g. chimney, soil pipe, vents, etc.) 
and check for any signs of moisture or staining on the underside 
wood of your roof including mold.

Inspect ceilings:
The first and simplest check that you likely do without 

even noticing it, is to occasionally inspect the ceilings in the 
rooms on the highest level of your home. Check for staining 
or discoloration on the ceilings of these rooms and hallways, 
especially during or after heavy precipitation.

Note outside changes:
At the start of each new season you should conduct an external 

visual inspection of your roof from the ground. Things to look 
for include: curling, blistering, damaged or missing shingles; 
missing granules including circular shapes; sagging shingle rows; 
moss or discoloration; and shiny shingles. IMPORTANT: A 
close-up inspection of your roof is recommended at least once 
a year, but if you are uncomfortable, inexperienced or have 
any doubts about your or your spouse’s ability to do this safely, 
you should not try this and should call a professional roofing 
contractor instead.

Importance of a Certified Contractor
According to the survey, more than 54% of American 

homeowners say that finding a contractor they could trust would 
be stressful – in fact, it is so crucial that most homeowners 
(75%) said they would be willing to pay more money to find 
a contractor they could trust. The survey also found that for 
three quarters of Americans (75%), the single most important 
sign to know if a contractor can be trusted was a certification 
by a national roofing manufacturer.
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To find a trustworthy local roofing contractor, Owens 
Corning recommends the following:

• If someone says your entire roof needs to be replaced, but 
you are unsure, get a second opinion, especially on newer roofs

• Check to make sure that the contractor is fully insured and 
make sure you get proof

• Confirm that a contractor carries valid state & local licenses 
and fully understands local knowledge of codes

• Check that the contractor is affiliated/certified by a trusted 
national roofing manufacturer

• Make sure the contractor has good standing with the Better 
Business Bureau; you can find out by visiting https://www.bbb.
org/en/us/search/

• Looking for a trustworthy and reliable contractor in 
your area, but don’t know where to start? Visit https://www.
sandersroofs.com/ or, for a list of additional reliable, vetted 
independent contractors in your area, visit www.owenscorning.
com/roofing/contractors.

About Owens Corning
Owens Corning (NYSE: OC) develops, manufactures, and 

markets insulation, roofing, and fiberglass composites. Global 
in scope and human in scale, the company’s market-leading 
businesses use their deep expertise in materials, manufacturing, 
and building science to develop products and systems that save 
energy and improve comfort in commercial and residential 
buildings. Through its glass reinforcements business, the 
company makes thousands of products lighter, stronger, and 
more durable. Ultimately, Owens Corning people and products 
make the world a better place. Based in Toledo, Ohio, Owens 
Corning posted 2017 sales of $6.4 billion and employs 19,000 
people in 37 countries. It has been a Fortune 500® company for 
63 consecutive years. For more information, please visit www.
owenscorning.com/.

About Sanders Roofing and Exteriors
Sanders Roofing & Exteriors has been pushing the limits for 

the past 10 years to become the most reliable roofing company 
in all of Central Texas. Tracy and Kim Sanders and Luke and 
Michele Evans are the operators of Sanders Roofing & Exteriors, 
overseeing its day-to-day success. As a family owned and operated 
company, much of our business comes from referrals. If we don’t 
do our job to your satisfaction then you won’t recommend us 
to your family, friends, and neighbors – and everyone loses! We 
promise quality workmanship and products for every job, and 
our customers can testify to the high standards we maintain. 
Sanders Roofing & Exteriors is a proud Owens Corning 
“Platinum Preferred Contractor”. For more information, visit 
https://www.sandersroofs.com/.

PLEASE REMEMBER 
TO PICK UP

 AFTER YOUR PETS 

Keep Our Neighborhood
Beautiful!
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Commonly known as owlet moths, cutworms, or armyworms, 
moths in the Noctuidae family make up one of the largest 
families of Lepidoptera. The word Noctuidae is derived from the 
Latin word noctua meaning ‘little owl’ and the largest moth in 
this family in the continental United States is the Black Witch 
(Ascalapha odorata).

The Black Witch moth has been known as mariposa de la 
muerte or ‘butterfly of death’ since the time of the Aztecs, 
when it was believed that they were harbingers of death. With a 
wingspan of up to 6 inches, its upperside is mottled dark brown 
to grayish-brown with hints of iridescent purple and pink, and 
females, which are slightly larger and lighter in color than males, 
have a pale almost lavender-pink median band through both 
fore and hind wings.

Common to abundant in the New World topics as far south 
as Brazil, the Black Witch flies year-round in south Florida 
and the Rio Grande Valley of Texas. In June and July, summer 
monsoons in Mexico trigger this fabulous creature to migrate 
north through Texas, where it is often found roosting in garages, 
under eaves, or under bridges. It has the ability to migrate great 
distances over bodies of open water, such as the Gulf of Mexico, 
and one specimen was recorded in 1903 in Leadville, Colorado, 
caught in a snowstorm on the Fourth of July!

Primarily nocturnal, the adult Black Witch is attracted to 
light and fermenting fruit. Its larvae feed at night on a variety 
of cassias, acacias, ebony, mesquite, and other woody legumes, 
and rest during the day hidden under bark and branches. Up to 
3 inches long, its caterpillar is dark gray tinged with brown, with 
a pale stripe down the back and dark stripes down the sides, and 
it relies on this natural camouflage to make it difficult to spot. 
Pupation occurs on the ground in scattered leaf litter within a 
fragile cocoon. Black Witches breed year round in overlapping 
generations, and their adult stage is thought to last only three 
or four weeks.

At first glance, this very large moth is often mistaken for a 
small bat hovering around a porch light, but it will eventually 
land and linger for several hours if undisturbed. If this happens 
to you, you can only hope that the South Texas legend of the 
Black Witch is true, as it states, “If a Black Witch lands above 
your door and stays there for a while, you could win the lottery!”

 Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@
austin.rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you 
enjoy reading these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch 
Austin, Nature Watch Big Bend, and Native Host Plants for 
Texas Butterflies (all published by Texas A&M University Press), 
and our blog at naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.

Photo: Black Witch

by Jim and Lynne Weber

Mariposa de la
muerte
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Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not 
responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. 
The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this 
publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are 
solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be 
taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Monitor is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by 
any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any 
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or 
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Monitor's contents, or 
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, 
film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial 
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the 
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

HELPING YOU 
LIVE BETTER

*Offer valid for in-person registration only. Not valid for online registration. 

$0 JOIN FEE*
SAVINGS OF $48

For New Members 65 or Older

The YMCA of Austin is here to help active older adults live better 
and enjoy life more. Whether you’re looking to remain fit, recover 
from an injury, relieve arthritis pain, or you just want to connect 
and have fun with your peers, the Y is the perfect place to start.

Find your nearest 
branch location at 
AustinYMCA.org

Ingredients:
¾ cup of root beer
½ cup milk
2 T root beer concentrate
1 box (3oz) instant vanilla pudding mix
1 tub (8oz) Cool Whip, thawed
1 ready-to-use graham cracker crust
Additional whipped cream and maraschino cherries 

for garnish (optional)
Instructions:
In a large mixing bowl, combine the root beer, milk, 

and root beer concentrate.
Sprinkle the vanilla pudding mix over it and whisk 

together for 2 minutes.
Fold in the thawed cool whip and mix together until 

well combined.
Pour into the prepared crumb crust and spread evenly.
Cover and freeze for at least 8 hours.
Garnish if desired.
Can be enjoyed straight from the freezer or thawed 

slightly.
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Help Make the World a Better Place

Did you know that by opening your home to a foreign exchange 
student you are taking on the role as a diplomat of the United 
States? Its true! Hosting a teenager from another country is 
form of public diplomacy – it gives both the host family and 
the student an opportunity to learn from each other, exchange 
cultural experiences and most of all, form life-long relationships.

All that is required of a host family is to provide three meals 
a day, a place for the student to sleep and a little bit of TLC 
thrown in. Students can share a room with a same sex sibling 
that is within three years of their age. The students all come with 
their own spending money, health insurance and an eagerness to 
be part of your family.

STS Foundation, a 501(c)(3) organization, is looking for 
volunteer host families for the 2019/2020 school year. We accept 
all different types of families, from single parents, to newly 
marrieds, to empty nesters to same sex couples. The application 
process is simple, once you are completely vetted, you will have 
access to our student database where you can select the student 
that best fits in with your family.

If you would like to find out more about hosting one of our 
wonderful students, please contact Vicki Odom at (832) 455-
7881 or email at vicki.stsfoundation@yahoo.com. I can get you 
started in helping to make the world a better place to live.

FREE?
DID YOU SAY

www.PEELinc.com

YES! YOUR NEWSLETTER IS
PROVIDED 100% FREE OF CHARGE 
and is made possible by the  
advertisers within. Please frequent
their businesses and let them
know where you saw their 
advertisement.  While there, 
be sure to say “Thanks!”

PEEL, INC.
community newsletters
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WWW.ASHLEYAUSTINHOMES.COM 512.217.6103

496256

180

234

258 The number of homes I’ve 
represented for my sellers & 
buyers since 2010, compared 

to the other known agents 
you’ll see advertising in our 

neighborhood.

Ashley Austin Homes
Realtor 1

Realtor 2
Realtor 3

Realtor 4

As the highest volume producing agent year after year in Southwest Austin, Ashley will sell 
your home faster & for more money than other realtors because she knows exactly what 

buyers are looking for. Her strategy is what maximizes your return. 

With a process unlike any other Austin agent, she brings buyers and sellers together for 
incredible results. Her connectivity and proactive marketing creates unmatched results.

A S H L E Y  A U S T I N
H O M E S


