FAIR OAKS RANCH

NEWS FOR THE RESIDENTS OF FAIR OAKS RANCH

FROM THE MAYOR’S DESK
SEPTEMBER 2019

Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z
P&Z Commission had no active business to consider in August.
Therefore the regular meeting was cancelled.

Council and P&Z conducted a joint interview session on August
14th to interview three residents who came forward to offer to
fill the vacancy created by Conrad Fothergill’s resignation. We
interviewed Art Waterman, Charles Pool, and Linda Tom.

Any one of these applicants could have filled this role very
capably. That’s how blessed we are with the talent pool in our
community. We picked Linda Tom and asked the other two
candidates to please let us keep their resumes in the active pile for
future consideration. They graciously agreed to do that.

Linda has been a resident of our city for more than 36 years.
She was there at the founding of our city when two cities had
to be created and then merged to make Fair Oaks Ranch. Linda
served as the Mayor Pro Tem of Fair Oaks Ranch North when we
began the incorporation of our city. We look forward to working
with Linda in this new role she has undertaken.

Zoning Board of Adjustment

ZBOA met on July 24th to develop their procedural rules and
elect officers. They elected Richard Morris as their Chairman and
John Wall as their Vice Chairman. Other Board members are Rich
Nichols, Warren Needels, and Shane Stolarczyk. The Board worked
with City Attorney Habib Erkan to create their Rules of Procedure
inclusive of the Appeal and Variance Application documents.

Staff and Council Continue Work on Annual Budget

Since the last time I wrote to you, our professional staff and
Council have continued work on the budget proposal for the 2019-
20 fiscal year. The budget is driven by our Strategic Planning process.
The five pillars of the strategic plan that we are addressing include:

* Financial Integrity

* Responsible Growth Management

¢ Reliable and Sustainable Infrastructure

* Public Health, Safety, and Welfare

* Operational Excellence

On August 8th, Council and staff conducted a budget workshop
to consider the entire budget, both Operating and Maintenance
and Utility Fund. We continued our discussion of initiatives
identified in the Strategic Action Plan (SAP) and of various
financing mechanisms that can be used to advance the different
initiatives we need to accomplish as a city.

Council had instructed the staff to initially produce a
Maintenance and Operating (M&O) budget that could be
accomplished without exceeding the combined M&O and 1&S
tax rate from last year. Council also asked staff to bring forward
additional strategic projects that they had deferred to stay within
this limitation, but which they believed may be worth doing in
the upcoming fiscal year. The staff brought forward two additional
strategic projects totaling $107,000 which equated to an increase
of $.0067 per $100 of assessed value.

The ending point on the discussion was a proposed combined
tax rate of $.3735 per $100 of assessed value compared to the
current combined tax rate of $0.3668. The average appraised value
of a home in Fair Oaks Ranch increased from $484,049 last year
to $504,453 this year. At this proposed tax rate and appraised
value, the average tax bill for a home in Fair Oaks Ranch will
increase from $1,740 to $1,846 or

$106. Of this increase, about $73 is due to the increase in value
and about $33 is due to the increase in the tax rate.

(Continued on Page 2)
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The Interest and Sinking Fund (I&S) component of the rate
decreased by $.0022 per $100 of value due to a basically fixed
cost of debt being spread over a larger taxable base. (-$11 per
year for an average home) The M&O component, including
the two additional strategic projects, increased by $.0089 per
$100 of assessed value. (+$45 per year for an average home). The
increase in value noted above is the remainder of the change for
the average home.

We also reviewed the Utility Fund budget in the council
meeting. Our current budget assumes there will not be a Water
or Wastewater Rate increase in Fiscal Year 2020-21 although there
is a rate study being funded. Our current projections for fiscal
year 2019-20 show an income of about $666,000 for the Water
Utility Fund and a loss of about $762,000 in the Wastewater
Utility Fund. We will need to do substantial work to develop a
more rational approach to rate making for the two Utility Funds.

For those of you interested in the details of the budget, I would
encourage you to go to the city website and review the proposed
budget for 2019-20 which has been posted.

Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2018-19

At the August 15th council meeting we discussed and took
action approving an Ordinance regarding Fiscal Year 2018-19
Budget amendments. You probably recall that we had to defer
planned renovations to City Hall because the bids for doing
the work came in much higher than anticipated. This resulted
in deferring the filling of 12 new positions at various points
throughout the year.

This deferral plus larger than expected sales tax and franchise
fee collections and interest earnings have resulted in a
projected surplus of about $690,000 in this year’s budget. Staff
recommended using about $175,000 of the surplus to fund road
maintenance, road construction, and IT architecture upgrades.
The remaining surplus of about $515,000 will be closed out to
the 6-month operating reserve account at the end of the year.
We are currently sitting at around 4.5 months’ operating reserve
and our bond counsel has suggested that we move toward the six
month reserve target to strengthen our financials.

The City Hall renovation project has begun again with a
different approach involving tackling the renovations in two
pieces. The smaller piece, the renovation of the old Police
Building, will be addressed first and will likely be paid out of
cash reserves. We had 17 potential contractors do a walk through
last week as a first step in possibly preparing bid proposals for
renovating that building.

The renovation of City Hall will most likely be funded with a
debt issue as I discussed in last month’s article. Our preliminary
view of this is that we would go with a term of probably not more
than five years. “First blush” numbers on this project suggest that
the impact on an average home would be around $35 per year as
I reported last month. Much more review to be done on this one

(Continued on Page 4)

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

EMERGENCIES NUMBERS

EMERGENCQCY ...coooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiieienenieseeeeeeeerenens 911
FIEC. et 911
Ambulance........ccoioiiiiiii 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department.................. 210-698-0990
Animal Control......c.coeevrievirnieinneininiecenen, 210-698-0990
SCHOOLS

Boerne ISD ...ccvieiininieiiniccniccnieicce, www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary..........ccoeuunenee. 210-698-1616
UTILITIES

Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling.....210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone......cceevevueueninicininicieniniecnns 800-464-7928
CPSEnergy.....cccoovvveivinieiiinncnnn. (new service) 210-353-2222

............................... (service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357

Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water.........cccceeuuc. 210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone.............ccccecerrrrr. 800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-0p......cccovvvvueiniiuiinunene. 888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable.......cccoeeviviririinieienen. 210-244-0500
OTHER
United States Post Office

607 E. Blanco. Rd. - Boerne, TX.........ccccoc..... 830-249-2414

........................ (delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX.......... 210-641-0248

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by
advertising, please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444
or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the

20th of the month prior to the issue.
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before proceeding with firm plans.

Development of the Pfeiffer Tract/The Reserve

A standing room only crowd participated in a discussion with
the developer on this proposed development. Attorney Rob Killen
represented the developer. Craig Glendenning, the developer,
also addressed questions. The proposal generated a number of

questions from council members and several residents spoke about
their concerns about the density of the proposed project. The
council and developer agreed that there will be more discussions.
We plan to stage the next discussion more like a Town Hall and
will look for a larger venue.

Elevated Storage Tank

We anticipate the next meeting will be held around September
10th. By this point, the engineers will have done much more
work and will be presenting recommendations regarding
siting and design. We are expecting council to approve a final
site in November of this year. Engineering design is expected
to be completed by August 2020 with construction to begin
around November 2020. Construction time for a project of this
magnitude is about a year, so that would indicate completed
construction around November 2021.

We have been getting quite a bit of correspondence regarding
location on this project, most of it from our friends in Stone Creek
Ranch. I just wanted to let you know that we have received your
“Not In My Back Yard” comments. I have no doubt this will be
an interesting discussion as we move forward.

Boerne-Fair Oaks Ranch-Kendall County Transportation
Planning Committee

At our August 1st council meeting we took action to formally
name Dan Banks and Marcus Garcia to this Planning Committee.
Both of these gentlemen are engineers with substantial experience
planning and delivering road construction projects. I was
especially pleased to see Dan step forward since he worked on a
similar citizen project in 2007 and was highly regarded for his
work on that project.

I was similarly pleased to see Marcus come forward. Marcus is a
younger licensed Professional Engineer who also has a substantial
amount of experience in doing this type of work. In addition to
bringing in representation from our younger community, Marcus
resides in Elkhorn Ridge which is one of our newer communities.
Marcus is the first person from Elkhorn Ridge I have had the
privilege of appointing to a working committee.

Also offering their services were Ernie Pyles, Chad Christman
(also an Elkhorn Ridge resident), and Mike Lyle. I appreciate all
of them for being willing to serve. I will, of course, keep all of
their resumes handy for future reference!

Ordinance creating Article for violations of the City Charter

At the August 15th council meeting, council approved the
first reading of an ordinance amending the City of Fair Oaks
Ranch Code of Ordinances Chapter 8 “Offenses and Nuisance”
by creating an Article for violations of the City Charter. The

creation of this Article is required by the City Charter. To meet
this provision of the City Charter, in May 2019, the City council
appointed a citizen advisory committee to review the matter
relative to the U.S. and Texas Constitutions, Federal and State
statutes, and provisions of the City Charter. The citizen committee
work with our City Attorney to accomplish this and presented
its recommendations to council on August 1st. Council will hold
a second reading on September 5th and the Ordinance will be
effective upon publication in the Boerne Star.

New Solid Waste Fees

Our contract with Republic Services allows them to annually
adjust their pricing in line with the Consumer Price Index. The

following rate changes will happen, effective October 1:

Standard Residential goes from $20.65 per month to $21.27
per month

1 Extra Cart goes from $12.36 per month to $12.73 per month

2 Extra Carts goes from $24.72 per month to $25.46 per month

Deer Census

The Wildlife Education Committee, working under the
guidance of Jessica Alderson, Urban Biologist from Texas Parks
and Wildlife, will be conducting a census of deer in September
and October. The census takers will be traveling pre-defined routes
in City of Fair Oaks Ranch vehicles late in the evening. Each
team will have a driver from WEC with two observers spotting
and recording the deer. We are recruiting some older Boy Scouts
for the role of observers. The data gathered will be entered into
a TP&W software package and evaluated by professionals from
that organization.

We will be identifying bucks, does, and fawns. This time, we
will also be differentiating between native whitetail and Axis deer.
After the data has been analyzed, WEC will do a report out to
the community.

National Night Out

On October 1st, the Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department will
be supporting National Night Out. This program is designed
to heighten crime awareness, strengthen neighborhood spirits

and police-community partnerships. If your neighborhood
organization or Homeowners Association would like to
participate, please contact this year’s coordinator Sgt. John Ojeda
at (210) 698-0990 ext. 311 or joheda@fairoaksranchtx.org for
more details.

Resident Volunteers/City Staffers at Work

* Our city Facebook page is continuing to attract readers. We
currently have 1,706 people following our page. We have had
1,510 likes and reached 3,776 members during the past month.
For those of you who are Facebook fans you can find us at City of
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX. Our page is used for sharing information
about the city, but it is not a public forum. The page is monitored
and objectionable or off topic material will be removed.

* We welcome Jake Hurlock and Amanda Pina to our police
force. Both Jake and Amanda are coming to us straight from the
police academy where they just graduated.

(Continued on Page 5)
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¢ We also welcome Jarrett Lee — Maintenance Worker in the
Public Works Department. Jarrett comes to us with over 5 years
of construction and maintenance experience along with a history
of experience in facility/grounds care.

* Congratulations to Police Officers Allen Paz and Riley Gobeil.
These two gentlemen responded to an emergency call in Setterfeld
on July 20th. They found the victim in serious medical distress
and immediately began providing lifesaving actions. The victim
was successfully revived and recovered. We recognized both of
these officers with the Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department Life
Saving Award at the August 15th council meeting.

* The Rotary Club of Fair Oaks Ranch, in conjunction with
our police department, Acadian Ambulance Service, and Leon
Springs Fire Department, is sponsoring the Save-A-Life project
to benefit all FOR residents and those living outside our city
limits but serviced by the above agencies. Save-A-Life packets,
which may be picked up at FORHA, the police department, the
fire station or from any Fair Oaks Ranch Rotarian contain two
sheets of paper and a red magnet in a plastic bag. The red magnet
goes on the outside of your refrigerator to alert First Responders
that you have a packet inside the refrigerator. The paper inside
the plastic bag which goes inside the refrigerator contains your
critical medical information.

Transparency on The Ranch

We noticed a recent news article in which one of the residents
quoted commented about “...an apparent unwillingness of our
elected officials to provide open and honest information flow to
those they serve.” A few individuals have apparently proclaimed
themselves Directors of a new group dedicated to keeping City
business...”out in the open.” According to the article, this group
does most of its work on the private social media site Next Door.

City Mayor Pro Tem Roy Elizondo was quoted in the article
and correctly pointed out that the City operates under state laws
that require business be conducted out in the open. We have
consistently followed these laws. Social media sites do not have
this burden of transparency and, in my opinion, have the lowest
journalistic standards of any news media. They frequently serve
as nothing more than a place for keyboard cowboys to shout
unsubstantiated nonsense through their fingertips.

I would like to remind everyone that our city council has
dedicated itself to achieving and maintaining transparency
in our governance. Councilman Steve Hartpence and I made
transparency and citizen communication a key campaign issue
when we both ran for council four years ago. Upon our election,
we teamed with Councilwoman Havard to change our council
operating rules to create opportunities for more citizen input
and transparency by:

* Providing more opportunity and longer speaking times for
citizens to offer their opinions and concerns during council
meetings

* Scheduling Town Hall meetings to increase transparency and

citizen participation

I also revised this news column to make it more informative and
to address significant issues in our community. I have received
more favorable comments about how I have changed this column
than anything else I have done as mayor.

We have continued this dedication to transparency through our
tenure on council. Many of you know that the state legislature
enacted some new rules this past session to give citizens more
rights to make input. This required no changes in our procedures
because we have had these provisions in place for more than four
years.

Our first mayor, Boots Gaubatz, had a good saying about where
to get your information. “Don’t spread rumors. Call me and I'll
tell you the truth.” That was good advice more than 10 years
ago and it still is. Many of you have taken me up on my offer to
answer your questions and I am happy to do that. If you have
questions about our city governance, please feel free to write to
me at mayor@fairoaksranchtx.org or to our City Manager, Tobin
Maples, at tmaples@fairoaksranchtx.org.

Best wishes for the rest of the summer,

Garry Manitzas
Mayor — Fair Oaks Ranch

Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.
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Decorating with Bold Colors

F rom dark and moody to vibrant and bold,
colorful design is gaining favor among homeowners
ditching safe, neutral palettes to create more daring,

dramatic spaces.

Decorating with deeply
saturated colors can be
intimidating. Explore these
ideas to welcome more bold
colors into your home and create
inviting spaces for living and
entertaining.

WALLS OF COLOR

Say goodbye to beige and
embrace the bold color trend by
enhancing walls with hues that
make a statement. The trick is
to avoid making colors so loud
that the space loses its stylish
appeal. Bold doesn’t necessarily
mean bright, so look for muted
variations of the shades you prefer.
Also remember that when it comes
to design, there is such a thing
as too much. If painting all the
walls in a space will close it in or
make it feel lost in the dark, try
adding color in more subtle ways,
such as an accent wall (or two), or
painting the ceiling as your accent.
Another option for implementing
vibrant wall color: stick to smaller
rooms, where the bold look is less
likely to be overwhelming.

HOME DECOR 101

Unexpected Pops of Color

Designers often talk about adding pops of
color to bring together a palette, but there
are no real rules about where those color en-
hancements can or should be. Introducing
vibrant color in unexpected places can be an
especially impactful way to stylize a room.
One example is with a skylight blind, which
provides a decorative element while also al-
lowing for light control. If you prefer a trendy
option like combining dark colors with me-
tallic accents, consider options such as a me-
tallic gold skylight blind from Velux to con-
nect to the room decor below. More than 80
color and pattern choices heighten the drama
of a skylight blind, and you can choose from
features like room darkening, light filtering
and Venetian-style blinds to add function as
well.

(Continued on Page 8)
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ILLUMINATE COLOR WITH NATURAL LIGHT

When decorating with statement colors, remember that lighting
can make a significant difference in the overall aesthetic. In addition
to lighting fixtures, be sure to incorporate plenty of natural light to
bring out the best in those bold hues.

To bring natural light deeper into the space, consider skylights
as an option with a solution such as Velux No Leak Solar Powered
Fresh Air Skylights, which can bathe the space in natural light and
open to bring in fresh air. Another smart way to capture natural
light is by installing an option like Sun Tunnel skylights. With their
low-profile design, they create a sleek appearance, and installation
is also quick and easy. Learn more at whyskylights.com.

BOLD FURNISHINGS

An often overlooked but essential component of design is the
furniture. Creating a colorful, inviting room doesn’t stop with the
walls and floors; what’s in the room can bring the colors to life.
Think of the space and all its contents, not just the architectural
components, as your canvas for creating the space you envision.
If youre hesitant to invest in a pricy couch in a trendy hue, a
compromise might come in the form of a richly colored accent
table or chair.

CREATIVE CABINETRY

Traditional wood grain cabinetry sometimes gives way to far more
creative color schemes in kitchens and bathrooms. While white
is still a popular choice, and can even be considered bold in the
right setting, true color on cabinets is also gaining traction among
homeowners. With the right backsplash, countertops and flooring,
you can safely install cabinets in a uniform color throughout the
kitchen, but another on-trend option is to reserve the color for
an island base or just one wall of cabinets. You could even mix
and match colors on the tops and bottoms. Detail elements like
the hardware provide another opportunity for a bold look. You
can enhance the room’s design with standout pulls that lend extra

vibrance to the space.

FABRIC WITH FLAIR

Textiles provide nearly unlimited options to balance a bold design.
Using lighter fabrics for elements such as draperies, upholstery,
rugs and decorative pillows can soften the feel of a room with bold
tones. Look for subtle patterns that pull in hints of the deeper
hue to bring the look together, or simply coordinate shades from
complementary color families.
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Health and Wellness
Here's What Happens When You Eat Grapes for Two Months

The near-magic of grapes lies in their potent combination of
vitamins, minerals, fiber, protein, and antioxidants. From disease
prevention to better memory to a longer life, there is little that grapes
can't do. They can even be used to chill drinks without watering
them down like ice does.

1. Disease Prevention.

Antioxidants are highly beneficial compounds that help repair
cellular damage caused by harmful free radicals. Grapes contain
many types of antioxidants, primarily in the skin. Red grapes have
the highest level of antioxidants, including the polyphenol resveratrol,
which has been credited with significant heart-healthy benefits. It
also regulates blood sugar and lowers your risk of developing cancer
and diabetes.

2. Better Eye Health

The beneficial compounds in grapes may also help protect your eyes
from common degenerative diseases. In test tube studies, resveratrol
also protected human retinal cells from damage due to ultraviolet
light. Grapes also contain a pair of antioxidants called lutein and
zeaxanthin that further shield your eye health, especially from the
blue light that comes from your phone.

3. Slower Ageing

Certain plant compounds found in grapes, including resveratrol,
have been found to affect aging and lifespan. While resveratrol
handles your insides, the vitamin C in grapes helps to keep your skin
healthy. It plays an important part in the production of collagen, the
substance that keeps skin smooth, elastic, and wrinkle-free.

4. Decreased Inflammation

Chronic inflammation is the hallmark of diseases like arthritis,
but is actually a factor in every disease. Grape powder has featured
in several studies that look at inflammation. In one study of 24 men
with metabolic syndrome (a group of risk factors for type 2 diabetes
and cardiovascular disease), a daily dose of grape powder equivalent
to 1.5 cups of fresh grapes was found to significantly raise the level

of anti-inflammatory compounds in their bloodstream.

5. Sharper Memory

One 12-week study done on 111 healthy older adults found that
250 mg of a grape supplement each day noticeably improved upon
baseline scores for a cognitive test. Another study revealed that 8
ounces of grape juice per day can both boost your mood and increase
your speed of memory recall.

6. Improved Bone Health

Grapes provide many of the minerals critical to bone health,
vitamin K being chief among them. Vitamin K plays a strong role in
keeping calcium inside your bones, preventing it from leaching out
into the bloodstream. In a nice kind of synergy, grapes also contain
some calcium, as well as phosphorus, magnesium, potassium, and
manganese.

7. Bolstered Immune System

There are several compounds in grapes that can protect against
viral and bacterial infections, including good old vitamin C and the
magnificent resveratrol. With a daily dose of grapes, you too can
become one of those annoying people who never seem to come down
with the seasonal cold or flu. Grapes may also offer some protection
against food-borne illnesses. (From RobHealth)
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The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not
sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed
to use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway,
shape or form, nwor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy,
fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit,
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without
written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do N OT AV AI L A B L E
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not

responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others.
The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this o N L I N E

publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising content are

solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken
up with the advertiser.

*The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure
to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except
as limited to liabilities stated above.

Your Community at
Your Fingertips o

Download the Peel, Inc. iPhone App
to recieve and read your newsletter

Wwww.peelinc.com
512.263.9181
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GVTC connectHome’ SkyBell’ takes your home
security to an entirely new level of reassurance.

Protect what’s important with GVTC connectHome™ SkyBell".
Keep an eye on your home. Arm or disarm your system. See,
$3495* hear and speak to visitors at your door. Receive perimeter
per breach alerts and video clips of package deliveries. And do
it all from anywhere in the world. It's peace of mind through
the latest home security technology.

To take control of your home security call
800.367.4882 or visit gvtc.com/connecthome

conditions published from time to time at gvtc.com/support/policies-terms-conditions. This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

7

GVTC

COMMUNICATIONS

*If possible, as a courtesy GVTC will install one doorbell if the customer has an existing functioning non-wireless door bell. Doorbell installed in the same location as existing doorbell. SkyBell®is compatible with mechanical and digital door
chimes. Wireless door chimes not supported. **Offer is available to new subscribers to GVTC'’s security service. Internet service and WiFi connection in the home required for installation. Security service requires a three-year contract for
service. Not all existing home systems and sensors are compatible with GVTC connectHome. Other charges may apply. Services described will be provided by either Guadalupe Valley Telephone Cooperative, Inc., d/b/a GVTC or its wholly
owned subsidiary, Guadalupe Valley Communications Systems LP, d/b/a GVCS. License B-03287. Price excludes applicable taxes, surcharges & fees. Installation fee will apply. Other restrictions may apply. Service subject to terms and

Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.

Fair Oaks Gazette - September 2019

11



PEEL, INC PRSRT STD
1405 Brandi Ln U.S. POSTAGE
Round Rock, TX 78681 PAID
PEEL, INC.
FOR

12  Fair Oaks Gazette - September 2019 Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.



