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Promote your business with local independent 
business owners. SWING (South west Austin 
Inclusive Networking Group) has been meeting 
every Thursday morning from 8AM to 9:30AM at 
the Waterloo Ice House on Escarpment for 14 years. 

We have no dues, no initiation fees, we don’t take 
attendance. Just pay for your own breakfast. The 
more often you show up the better we get to know 

you. We are an inclusive group, we will enjoy competition. 
So, bring your business cards and a good attitude and let’s 
get to know you.

If you want more information, contact Liz Jensen at 512-
301-6966 or lizleej@gmail.com or Peter Berardino (The 
King of SWING) at 512-695-2334 or peterberardino@
gmail.com.

SWING NETWORKING GROUP
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APD REPRESENTATIVES

OFFICER JEFFREY BINDER
(covers north of Convict Hill toward William Cannon)
�Desk 512.974.4415 / email: Jeffrey.Binder@austintexas.gov

OFFICER JOSH VISI
(covers south of Convict Hill toward Slaughter)
Desk 512.974.4260 / email: Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us

NEWSLETTER INFO
NEWSLETTER

Articles...........................................legendoaks@peelinc.com

PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc..........................www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Advertising..........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
	 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Legend 
Oaks newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Legend Oaks II residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no 
charge. No homeowners association funds are used to produce or 
mail the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter 
by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of 
each month for the following month's newsletter.

ASSOCIATION CONTACTS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President - Duane Pietsch	...............................512-431-7467
..........................................legendoaks2hoa.duane@gmail.com
Secretary - Maria Bergen.......................................919-230-3248
..........................................mariablegendoakshoa2@gmail.com
Director -Nikki Tate....................................512-700-1795
.........................................Legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com
POOL COMMITTEE:
..................................poolcommittee.legendoaks2@gmail.com
RECREATION COMMITTEE:
Suzanne Johnson......................................stoprope@gmail.com
FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Jeffrey Stukuls
Cameron Von Noy
LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE:
Craig Powell........................craig@powelllandscapedesign.com

If anyone would like to join a committee, they can contact 
Legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com

PLEASE REMEMBER 
TO PICK UP

 AFTER YOUR PETS 

Keep Our Neighborhood
Beautiful!

mailto:Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us
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by Jim and Lynne Weber

A DIFFERENT KIND 
OF LONGHORN

The Cerambycidae are a family of longhorn beetles, typically 
characterized by extremely long antennae, often as long as or longer 
than the beetle’s body. Also called longicorns, over 400 species have 
been described in Texas alone. The scientific name of this beetle 
family is named after the shepherd Cerambus, a mythical Greek 
figure who was transformed into a large beetle with horns after an 
argument with nymphs. Most of these beetles can fly well and are 
be found on tree trunks, logs, flowers, or at lights at night. Some 
even squeak when held, making a rocking motion with their head 
which rubs tiny ridges against the inside surface of their thorax.

Two of our more common longhorn beetles are the Cottonwood 
Borer (Plectrodera scalator) and the Long-jawed or Horse-bean 
Longhorn Beetle (Trachyderes mandibularis). The Cottonwood 
Borer is one of the largest insects in North America, reaching 
1.6 inches in length and 0.5 inches in width. It has a bold black 
and white pattern on its body with long black antennae. The 
white portions of the pattern are actually microscopic masses of 
hair. Adults are active by day, feeding on leaf stems and shoots of 
cottonwood trees. The female bores small holes in the base of the 
tree to lay her eggs. The larvae take up to 2 years to mature, then 
they pupate for about 3 weeks in a root below ground, and once 
metamorphosis is completed, they chew their way out of the root 
and dig their way to the surface.

Long-jawed Longhorn Beetle has a glossy black or dark brown 
body with 4 generally large but sometimes reduced yellow to 
yellow-orange markings, and segments of its antennae and legs 
alternating between black and yellow-orange. It can grow to a length 
of 1.3 inches and is generally common from March to November. 
Its species name comes from the fact that the males have much 
expanded jaws or mandibles. Active during the day, adults are 
mostly found near wounded trees as they feed on oozing sap, and 

its larvae feed on native hackberries as well as non-native ficus and 
tamarisk species.

This large family of longhorns includes beetles called sawyers, 
pruners, and girdlers in addition to borers. Most are found in dead 
or dying wood, and some mine live plants. While many of these 
beetles are considered to be occasional pests, it should be noted that 
they literally help shape the forest canopy and assist in recycling 
dead wood into precious soil. All the more reason to appreciate this 
different kind of longhorn!

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading 
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch Austin, Nature 
Watch Big Bend, and Native Host Plants for Texas Butterflies 
(all published by Texas A&M University Press), and our blog at 
naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.

‘Long-jawed Longhorn’

‘Cottonwood Borer’
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WILDFLOWER NOTES

Here’s what’s likely to be blooming, fruiting or setting seed in 
Central Texas this time of year. Look for these native plants around 
town, at the Wildflower Center and perhaps in your own backyard!

INDIANGRASS
(SORGHASTRUM NUTANS)

Talk about a gold rush! Indiangrass positively shimmers in tallgrass 
prairies thanks to its beautiful, metallic blooms. And those golden 
tops are all the more stunning on their blue-green stems — which 
are a favorite snack of livestock. Birds and small mammals eat the 
seeds, as well, and the plant is a larval host to pepper-and-salt skipper 
butterflies. Who knew grass could do so much? Well, lots of people, 
including our own ecologists. Like many native grasses, this drought-
hardy perennial lives harmoniously with wildflowers, resists weeds and 
prevents erosion. And it can handle various soil types, sun exposure 
and moisture levels. This is not a fickle plant. Its fall color ranges 
from deep amber to purple and paints landscapes across Texas and 
well beyond. A wide-ranging native, Sorghastrum nutans goes for the 
gold in nearly every contiguous state.

PRAIRIE GOLDENROD
(SOLIDAGO NEMORALIS)

Detect a theme here? Our September picks are basking in a favorite 
fall color: gold. It’s fitting that low-angle sun and plants beginning to 
go dormant are accompanied by grasses and wildflowers blooming in 
burnished tones. And prairie goldenrod is most definitely a symbol of 
fall at the Wildflower Center. Its yellow plumes attract butterflies, bees 
and birds (the big three b’s!) and complement purple Texas gayfeather 
and crimson-colored autumn sage in our gardens — a look you should 
definitely consider replicating. Perennial Solidago nemoralis is an 
underappreciated, slightly shorter species of goldenrod that is less 
aggressive than common tall goldenrod — and its blooms keep on 
giving. Because individual plants bloom at various times, a stand of 
prairie goldenrod can have an extended flowering season. Plant some 
in a sunny place and let the golden days begin.

Find these plants at the Wildflower Center and learn more about them 
at: wildflower.org/plants-main

Do your teens need volunteer hours for school? Would they like to 
earn them close by at the Wildflower Center? Would they consider 
joining us for our first-ever teen gathering? We are building a Teen 
Council involvement and advisory program and would like to hear 
ideas from local teens about how we can better engage with them. 
Opportunities may include shared after-school study space and the 
chance to help educate youth. Join us Thursday, Sept. 12, from 5 - 6 
p.m., for free pizza and to share ideas. Please RSVP to cmcdonald@
wildflower.com if interested.

Submitted by Amy McCullough, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Photography by Sally and Andy Wasowski (Indiangrass) and Ray Mathews 

(prairie goldenrod)

FREE PIZZA FOR TEENS
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Berlandier’s Trumpet

SAVE MONEY ON SUMMER ROAD TRIPS
If financial constraints are 

keeping you from exploring the 
world, it may be time to reassess 
your approach to travel. From road 
trips across the country to jaunts 
across your state, there are plenty 
of ways to curb costs, so your 
biggest challenge is finding more 
days away from the office, not 
replenishing your bank account.

Make reservations in advance. 
Shopping early for lodging is one 
way to save. Give yourself plenty 
of time to watch deals so you 
can grab the best one, and if it’s 

possible, be flexible with the travel dates. Shifting your trip by even a 
day can sometimes make a difference in the rates.

Utilize rewards programs. Shopper loyalty programs make it easy 
to save money on essential purchases. Not only can you access exclusive 
card-holder discounts, but you can accumulate rewards points or even 
earn cash back. For example, with the Shell | Fuel Rewards® credit cards, 
you can save 10 cents per gallon (up to 20 gallons) every time you fill 
up at Shell, in addition to earning rebates on other qualifying purchases. 
See store for details or learn more at shell.us/roadtrip.

Share the journey. If your travel party consists of multiple families, 

Photo courtesy of Getty (family picnic)

consolidate into as few vehicles as you can. This helps minimize costs 
on everything from gas to per-vehicle admission fees at destinations 
like national parks.

Pack snacks. Next to lodging, food is the biggest expense you’re 
likely to encounter on a road trip. Consider packing snacks for the road 
so you can save money while managing your hunger. Alternatively, an 
option like the Shell | Fuel Rewards Mastercard lets you earn rebates 
on qualifying purchases made with the card.

Be conscious of your gas mileage. You may not have much of a 
choice when it comes to which vehicle you’ll drive, but paying more 
attention to your driving habits can stretch your gas tank a little further. 
Be sure your tires are inflated to the correct pressure. If your vehicle is a 
gas guzzler, consider renting a more efficient vehicle for the trip. Weigh 
the additional cost of the rental versus what you may spend in fuel for 
your personal car before making a decision.

Research attractions. Admission fees to various attractions can really 
add up, but a little pre-planning can help you capitalize on discount days 
and other special deals. If your plans are flexible, you can schedule your 
trip around those offers to capture the same experiences at a significantly 
lower price tag.

Travel doesn’t have to drain your wallet. Managing your trips with 
practical tips like these may even free up enough funds so you can fit 
in an extra adventure or two.

Content courtesy of Shell
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NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Legend Oaks newlsetter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is 
not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject 
to the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, 
nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf 
of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be 
allowed to use The Legend Oaks newlsetter contents, or loan said contents, to 
others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, 
electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or 
any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information 
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Visit: https://www.memory-improvement-tips.com/printable-
sudoku-puzzles-medium-1b-solutions.html

and check your answers!

Sudoku!
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A S H L E Y  A U S T I N
H O M E S

1 CALL  
Thinking of listing your home? Call Ashley 
directly and in just a few minutes you’ll 
understand why Ashley is the #1 agent in 
Southwest Austin.

ASHLEY STUCKI
OWNER, BROKER, REALTOR, CHLMS, CIPS,CRS

WWW.ASHLEYAUSTINHOMES.COM        512.217.6103

FIND OUT WHY 

ASHLEY IS #1 
IN SOUTHWEST 

AUSTIN

MORE HOMES SOLD
Over 500! No one has bought and sold 
more homes in Southwest Austin than 
Ashley Stucki.

SOLD FASTER & FOR MORE MONEY 
Compared to all realtors in Southwest 
Austin, Ashley’s listings sell faster and for 
more money.

EXPERIENCE AND MARKETING
Ashley knows what buyers are looking 
for and what it takes to negotiate in her 
clients best interest.

Based on ABOR data

1405 Brandi Ln
Round Rock, TX 78681


