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Oyez! Qyez! Qyez!

Graham Management Company will soon be mailing out the official Notice of Annual Meeting of Members which notifies
members of the date, time and location of this meeting. Unless otherwise notified, this year’s meeting will be held at the

Willowbridge Clubhouse, 9330 Willowbridge Park Blvd., Thursday, October 24th at 6:30 pm.

The annual meeting requires a quorum of 10% (83 homeowners) of the votes of members (property owners) to conduct
official business. Members/property owners must be either present in person or by Proxy. If you are unable to attend, your
Proxy becomes very important for purposes of establishing a quorum. The official Proxy you receive allows you to let the
Board of Directors vote for you. A second option allows you to appoint a Designated Proxy (a trusted member such as a
neighbor that attends the meeting) to vote for you. If you choose to appoint a Designated Proxy other than the individual
named on the Proxy you MUST fill in the name of your Designee, otherwise the voting privilege is negated and your Proxy
will be used to establish a quorum only. Please mail and/or fax your Proxy to Graham Management Company at the address/
number provided on the Proxy, or give to a friend to bring to the meeting.

The Annual Meeting conducts business as designated by the By-Laws. A general outline of business conducted follows:

¢ Confirmation of a Quorum

* Call to Order

¢ Election of Two (2) Directors to Serve a Three (3) Year Term

¢ Financial Presentation

* Confirm Rollover of Operating Funds to Subsequent Year for Tax Filings
e Community Update

Also enclosed in the Notice of Annual Meeting will be a CANDIDATES INFORMATION FORM for individuals wishing

to run for the Director’s position.

PLEASE MAKE THIS MEETING A PRIORITY IN YOUR SCHEDULE. IT IS YOUR BEST OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT THE MANAGEMENT OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND TO SUPPORT THE “VOLUNTEERS” WHO
WORK ALL YEAR, MASSING COUNTLESS HOURS (UNPAID) ON YOUR BEHALE

CONGRATULATIONS! Angela “Angie” Gonzalez, Area Pool
Manager, for being named July Employee of the Month and to our Pool

for being named July Pool of the month, out of 86 community facilities,
managed by Greater Houston Pool Management, Inc.
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Willowbridge - Stonebridge

IMPORTANT NUMBERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

All EMEIZENCIES....eveveuerrerenerieientniereesterentesenentesesessesenenees 911
AT&T - Billing ...c.covevevriciniiciiiicinicccinene, 800-585-7928
REPAL eevvveieieieeicieee e 800-246-8464
CenterPoint Energy....ccoeveevvvecinieencnieennnnen 713-659-2111
HCA Houston ER 24/7 .....ccooveeiveiiiiieniann. 281-897-3100
Harris County Animal Control...................... 281-999-3191
Harris County Flood Control............cccc.c...... 713-684-4000
Harris County Sheriff's Office (HCSO) ......... 713-221-6000
Newsletter Publisher - Peel, Inc. .....ccoeuveeen.e... 888-687-6444
Advertising.......cocoevveueeircinnnnenenn. advertising@PEELinc.com
WEDSILE ..t www.PEELinc.com
Poison Control Center .........ccceeeveeeeeeieereennes 800-222-1222
Reliant/NRG......oooviiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene 713-207-7777
Trash - Best Trash c...coooveevieeiiiiiiiiciicne. 281-313-2378
Vacation Watch (to place) - HCSO Pct. 4...... 281-290-2100
W. Harris County MUD #11.....cc.cccceuveunenee 281-807-9500
(Tops Water Management)
Willow Place Post Office ......c..ccveeueeereenreennnnne. 281-890-2392
ASSOCIATION DIRECTORY
Amenities Access Card........cceeeeeeivieeiieenieeiieereenns Request at

.............................. access@grahammanagementhouston.com
Beautification COMMILEEE. ....cvrvevemervereririenenennes Open Position
Clubhouse Reservations and Pool Parties...........ccoeeeveeeueeennen.

Mandi Branam.........cooueievuiiiieiiieeeecceeeee e

.......................... mbranam@grahammanagementhouston.com

Lost Pet Coordinator

Sonia MooOre.....uuveeeeeeieiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee. msrco@aol.com

Marquee Coordinator

Barbara Lallinger.......cccoceveenienccnnneee. blallinger@hotmail.com

Newsletter Coordinator

Barbara Lallinger & Krystina Cotton..........cccecevveieenieneeennennee
................................................. willowbridgenews@gmail.com

Soccer Field Coordinator

Jay Guarino........cccoceovvviiiiiniinnenne, jvguarino@hotmail.com
Tennis Coordinator

Cory Fein.....cccoeviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiins coryfein@yahoo.com
Website Coordinator..........cccuve...... willowbridgehoa@live.com
Welcoming Committee

Gracie Galvan.........cccccceeevveeenennee. galvangracie@hotmail.com
Yard of the Month Committee

Nominate your favorite........cccoeueeernenee. willowbridgehoa.com

Thomas WilSon ..c..ccceuerverieinienieinenieineieceeseeenne President
Barbara Lallinger .........cccocoocoiniiiniininninne, Secretary
Candyce Ward........coeoeeereninineiiineeeseceeees Treasurer
David Smith.....cccooiniininiiiiiinicceee, Director

HOA INFORMATION

Willowbridge Homeowners Association Inc. - Graham Mgmt

Mandi Branam.........cccoeevevvievieeeeeecieeneenne 713-334-8000
E-Mail .......... mbranam@grahammangementhouston.com
FaX .ttt 713-334-5055

2825 Wilcrest Dr., #600 Houston, Tx. 77042
If you have any questions or comments regarding the neighborhood
please contact the numbers above.

BOARD MEETINGS

QUARTERLY MEETINGS: 4th Thursday of January,
April & July @ 6:00 pm. ANNUAL HOMEOWNER’S
MEETING: 4th Thursday of October @ 6:00 pm. Additional
meetings may be held as determined and NOTICED by the
Board of Directors via the marquee and website.

HARRIS COUNTY ROAD AND BRIDGE

To report street or curb damage, missing/damaged street
signs and street flooding: (281) 353-8424 or www.hcp4.net.
If a resident wants to request a new sign or replace a
damaged one, they have to go online and fill out a request.

STREET LIGHT OUT?

If you notice a street light out PLEASE report it to CenterPoint
Energy. We pay for all of the street lights in our subdivision...
every month...regardless if they are illuminated or not!! This is

also a serious safety issue. To report an outage, follow these steps:
By Phone: During normal business hours (7 am — 7 pm)

* Call (713) 207-2222

* Give the Customer Service Representative the 6 digit pole
number (located approximately 6 feet up the pole), the street
name and closest address.

* Online (anytime): centerpointenergy.com

NEWSLETTERARTICLE SUBMISSION

Newsletter Article submission Deadline is 3rd of each
month. Please give a 2 month advance notice.

WillowTalk@ProtonMail.com
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WillowTalk

Parking Violations and Texas State Laws

This subject has been covered in several issues of WillowTalk since
2015 and continues to be an ongoing problem on a daily basis in
our neighborhood. It is exacerbated in the summer when students
are home from college and/or out of secondary school, and during
winter and spring breaks. For new residents, a little background
and for other residents a reminder of traffic issues faced in the
neighborhood. At the Annual Meeting held October 23, 2014, Al
Sterlex, a CyFair Volunteer Fire Department (CFVFD)* member
and Willowbridge resident, made a presentation on obstruction of
traffic flow in the neighborhood. A few days before the meeting,
CFVED brought a large fire truck into the neighborhood (and
homeowners volunteered their cars) to determine if it could navigate
our streets with cars parked on both sides of the street across from
each other. IT COULDN’T! Two examples were used: turning left
and turning right onto Bexar Dr. from Willowbridge Park Blvd.
Listed below are some of Al’s observations presented to those in
attendance at that annual meeting.

1. Turning left onto Bexar Dr. requires 46’ from the crosswalk
with NO OBSTRUCTIONS on the south curb.

2. Turning right onto Bexar Dr. requires 38’ from the crosswalk
with NO OBSTRUCTIONS on the north curb.

Vehicles parked across the street from each other (less than

a vehicle length apart), completely obstructs passage of an
emergency fire response vehicle. The civil liability to the HOA
and vehicle owners that obstruct the passage of an emergency vehicle
will be substantial if a delayed response time results in excessive
property damage or delayed patient care.

Al’s suggested actions were:

1. Notify residents and property owners of consequences of
illegally parked vehicles with regular reminders in the newsletter.

2. Notify residents and property owners of potential criminal

and civil consequences of obstructing traffic flow of emergency
vehicles by parking vehicles across the street from other vehicles
less than a car length away.

3. Direct law enforcement security contractors to immediately
begin and continue to enforce the Texas Transportation Code,
Chapter 545, and be prepared to cite vehicle owners who violate
Texas Penal Code 42.03 when parking of vehicles renders a street
impassable or renders passage unreasonably inconvenient or
hazardous.

4. Direct the management company to notify property owners
who consistently park vehicles in such a manner as to restrict the
traffic to one lane, of the potential criminal and civil liability of
such parking as well as the inconvenience caused to their neighbors.

As a part of the presentation he also cited parts of the Texas
Transportation Code, Chapter 545.302 — STOPPING,
STANDING OR PARKING PROHIBITED IN CERTAIN
PLACES (b): An operator may not, except to momentarily pick up
or discharge a passenger, stand or park an occupied or unoccupied
vehicle:

(1) in front of a public or private driveway;
(2) within 15 feet of a fire hydrang;

(3) within 20 feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;
(4) within 30 feet on the approach to a flashing signal, stop sign,
yield sign, or traffic-control signal located at the side of a roadway.
Following are the laws applicable to our neighborhood. Many
residents are not aware that seemingly simple things we do each
day are against state law. State Law PROHIBITS the following:

BLOCKING A FIRE HYDRANT

This is one of the most common violations. When a vehicle is
parked blocking a fire hydrant or fire lane, it creates problems for
emergency vehicles and hinders their ability to do their job safely
and effectively. No vehicles may be parked within 15 feet of a fire
hydrant.

BLOCKING DRIVEWAYS

When a vehicle is parked, blocking a driveway, it creates an
inconvenience for the homeowners attempting to leave and/or
enter their property.

BLOCKING SIDEWALKS

If a vehicle is parked, blocking a sidewalk, it becomes difficult
for pedestrians, bicycles, children, strollers and wheelchairs to pass
safely. Blocking the sideway can result in forcing these people to
enter the street causing unsafe conditions. This includes parking
a motorcycle on the sidewalk!

PARKING TOO CLOSE TO AN INTERSECTION/
CROSSWALK
Vehicles can’t park within 30 feet of a stop sign, yield sign, flashing

signal, or traffic control signal or within 20 feet of a crosswalk.
PARKING NEXT TO CURBS AND ONCOMING
TRAFFIC

Vehicles can’t be parked more than 18 inches away from the

curb, must be parallel to curb and parked in the same direction of

traffic flow. This means that the vehicle must follow the curb and

can’t pull in or back in straight onto the curb. (This is a serious

problem on streets with cul-de-sacs).
48 HOUR PARKING

Vehicles can’t be parked on any residential street for more than

48 consecutive hours.

It is against the law to park across a sidewalk causing
pedestrians, bicycles, strollers, wheel chairs, etc. to go into
the street. (It is also against the law to park a motorcycle on the
sidewalk the same reason above).

Failing to obey these laws can result in the issuance of a traffic

citation. Please remember that it is your responsibility to ensure
that these rules are also followed by your guests.

Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.
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JULY YARDS OF THE MONTH

WILLOWBRIDGE - 9507 Pearsall Dr. — Kayla & Robert
James (2nd time winner) Kayla and Robert James moved to
Willowbridge in June 2000 and won yard of the month their first
month here. The James have three children, Rachel, Ross and
Rebecca. Rachel and Ross graduated from JV in 2001 and 2003.
Rebecca was a charter member at Gleason when it opened in 2000
and graduated from Houston Christian High School in 2012.
Owners of Cottage Properties, a residential real estate brokerage,
the James have listed and sold many homes in our neighborhood
over the years. In addition to residential real estate, Robert and Ross
have a commercial real estate brokerage, Leaverage Commercial.
Kayla particularly loves the neighborhood with its easy access to
Beltway 8 and convenient access to one stop shopping nearby at such
merchants as Los Arcos, Mosa, Café India, Z Mailboxes & Postal,
Texan Liquor, Expo Nails and West Vision! A sucker for homeless
animals she is constantly adopting dogs and cats herself or finding
them their forever homes with other families.

After completing many renovations in the spring, including
new front doors, the James decided to “spruce up” even further
by removing almost all of the existing landscaping from 1992
(when home was built) and started fresh. Their yard is a mix of
shrubs, blooming plants and greenery, including vincas, butterfly
bush, bougainvillea, flax lilies, variegated ginger, ferns, split-leaf
philodendron, miniature palms, Asian jasmine, variegated ivy, and
Japanese yew. The porch is home to a Hawaiian schefflera.

STONEBRIDGE - 9227 Stone Porch Ln. — Gilberto &
Martha Pena (1st time winner) Martha and Gilberto Pena moved
to Stonebridge in 1997. They said they couldn’t believe it when
they saw the sign in their yard and that they are very excited to
have Yard of the Month for the first time. Gilberto is the owner of
Cal-Tex Excavation, a pool excavation company and has been in
the pool building business for 30 years. Cal-Tex also does clean up,
pool removal, and is also able to excavate such things as volleyball
courts and ditches. Martha has been employed by InterAmerican
Coffee, Inc., a Specialty Green Coffee importer, for 34 years. She
works in their import department and is their Inbound Logistics
Coordinator. The Pena’s enjoy riding their horses, working out
together and she enjoys playing Candy Crush. They have two adult
children, a daughter and son, both UH graduates.

If the Pena’s address sounds familiar it’s because last month’s
winner from Stonebridge is their next door neighbor. We may have
alittle friendly competition going on. The Pena’s yard is on a cul-de-
sac and their yard includes two large blue Agave cacti, a sago palm,
vincas, variegated ginger, Indian Hawthorne, an apple crape, flax
lilies, pink crepe myrtles, boxwood, Japanese yew, Italian cypress, an
oak tree and ornamental grasses. Last, but not least, their porch is
anchored by two large elephant planters containing Mona lavender.

STONEBRIDGE - 9123 Stoney Lake Dr. — Ann and Mike
Kucera (1st time winner) The Kuceras moved to Stonebridge in
2008. Ann is a retired school teacher and is now employed by Texas
Teachers, the largest teacher certification company in the U. S., as

the Director of Curriculum and Instruction. Mike is employed by
Zone Industries and designs pumps for municipal and industrial
uses.

They have been married for 41 years and have two grown
children. Their son Brennan and wife Megan live in San Antonio
and are attorneys. Daughter Hillary, husband Aaron, granddaughter
Emerson (10) and grandson Jackson (11), live in the Memorial area.
Max and Sadie, Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, completed their
empty nest five years ago. Ann and Mike enjoy fishing, traveling, the
Astros and especially spending time with their grandkids, teaching
them to fish and watching them grow and compete in sports. They
love living in Stonebridge and are so excited about receiving this
award for the first time. Never give up, they advise. ..your Yard of the
Month is coming. They said they truly appreciate all the well wishes
from their neighbors and have enjoyed meeting people who have
stopped by on their morning walks to congratulate them. Included
in their landscaping (designed and planted by JC Landscaping), are
flax lilies, salvia, angelonia, coleus, impatiens, ornamental grasses
and Italian cypress, surrounded by stones. The porch is home to a

large pot of crotons.

' BASHANS PAINTING |
& HOME REPAIR

* Interior & Exterior Painting

* Wood Replacement

* Interior Carpentry

» Sheet Rock Insulation

* Interior & Exterior Door
Replacements

» Stucco Repair

» Wallpaper & Texture Removal

* Crown Molding

* HardiPlank Replacement
* Sheetrock Repair

* Cabinet Painting

* Pressure Washing

* Fence Replacement

* Custom Staining

NO MONEY UP FRONT
20 Years Experience ® References Available
Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~
BashansPainting@yahoo.com

FULLY INSURED ‘
-

281-347-6702

281:347:1867
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SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENT

q‘%h

VARIABLE
SPEED SYSTEMS

Valid for a limitedtime only and
sbject to change without notice

www.AirofHouston.com
STAY SEASONABLY COMFORTABLE WITH
AIR OF HOUSTON

Air Conditioning * Heating ¢ Refrigeration
Residential - Commercial

Servicing All Makes & Models ¢ Senior Citizen/Military DiscountFamily Owned &
Operated * Annual Preventative Maintenance Contracts ¢ 10 Year Parts & Labor
Warranty Available Real Estate Inspections

BOOK YOUR SERVICE ANYTIME! CALL OR GO ONLINE
281-890-0990 - www.airofhouston.com

Licensed Insured

&Bonded

Lic #TACLBOTAT3SE

Lic #TACLATS210C

r ------- 1 r ------- 1 r ------- 1 r ------- 1
| 11 11 11 |
| 11 11 SI FF 11 |
| [ | [ | [ | |
[ [ | | 1 1 Purchase & Installation 1 1 I
I 1 1 1 0f Any HVAC Equipment 1 1 I
I Complete A/( 1 I or 1 I
" Inspection ' ! | | |
| o 01 ) . 11 1 . 1
1 Additional Units ,,  Diagnosis 1 11 Any Repair Over
| 11 [ | H 11 |
L OMI95Rch ' v, ! Pl(l)rfdAlaseH%,kEsgallatlon ] $300 .

With Coupon. Not ValidSundays, n stem . o .
I Valid on Residential Jobs Only. With | I Holcays, ater hours, With any 11 v v N Valid on ReS|der_1t|al Jobs 0n|V..WIth 1
g Coupon. Not ValidSundays, Holidays, y g othe’r offer or coIJpon I Valid on Residential Jobs Only. With - Coupon. Not ValidSundays, Holidays, I
i : ’ Coupon. Not ValidSundays, Holidays, after hours, With any other offer or
I after hours, With any other offer or 1 Expires 10/31/19 11 1 I
coupon. Expires 10/31/19 after hours, With any other offer or coupon. Expires 10/31/19

| (N (N coupon. Expires 10/31/19 (N 1
T . . . o
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SCOOP THAT POOP... EVEN
IN YOUR OWN BACK YARD!

Do you like the sweet aroma of your pet’s poop? Probably not,
and your neighbors certainly don’t! Dog poop...it’s something
inevitable that comes with dog ownership, but there can be some
serious risks associated with the practice of not picking up dog
poop, not to mention youre breaking county law and can be
fined! You're also breaking the Pet Policy adopted by the HOA
Board of Governors adopted October, 2001 and can be fined!
For the full policy go online to willowbridgehoa.com.

For purposes of this article we’re addressing POOP IN
YOUR BACK YARD! A homeowner recently called and asked
if we could put something in the newsletter about a neighbor
that has several dogs in their backyard and the aromatic smell
of it coming into their back yard is causing the complainant to
not be able to enjoy eating on their patio or enjoy their back
yard. Add our hot summers and you have a smelly disaster on
your hands (or in this case, UP YOUR NOSE!).

For both small and large yards, you should clean up your
dog’s poop from your yard daily, regardless if you have only
one or three dogs (the maximum allowed by the Pet Policy).
Dog poop poses hazards to humans and the environment. You
should also try to pick it up during daylight to avoid exposure to

parasites and other toxins. It is estimated that a single gram of
dog poop can contain 23 MILLION fecal coliform bacteria,

which are known to cause cramps, diarrhea, intestinal illness,
and serious kidney disease. Pet waste contains nasty pathogens
and bacteria like E. coli, salmonella and giardia, things that can
actually cause a health hazard to us humans, not to mention
the risk of contracting roundworm, tapeworm and hookworm.

Cleaning up dog poop from a backyard is an important
part of both yard and pet maintenance. Removing dog poop
promptly from areas where your family plays and works will
reduce the chances of stepping in it and spreading bacteria.
Some poop parasites can be very harmful to people, for example,
roundworm larvae can cause blindness in children! Choose

a time and frequency for waste removal that works for you.
Obtain the necessary tools for poop pick up, including bags,
gloves, paper towels and a pooper scooper then decide how to
dispose of it in a safe and sanitary way.

Remember your neighbors are entitled to peaceful enjoyment
of their property. Dogs constantly barking and the smell of their
bacteria filled poop floating across the fence does not bode well
for their enjoyment. If you are the neighbor that has to put up
with your neighbor’s inconsiderateness, try discussing the issue
with your neighbor. If all else fails, remember....you can go
online to our website and anonymously report this infraction
(if you've signed up for Graham Go aka Nabr).

TRAFFIC SIGNS
& SPEED LIMITS
A NECESSITY IN AND AROUND
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL ZONES

Please be observant, respect and obey all of the Posted Traffic
Signs found inside and outside our community, including the
posted speed limits. The signs and the speed limits are there to
make our community a safe and pleasant place to live. School
will have commenced for the 2019-2020 session by the time
residents receive this month’s newsletter, however, our children
will be gathering at bus stops; walking and biking to and from
school; or being dropped off or picked up in the car-rider
lanes for 9 months. Please use extra caution when driving
during school start and end times around the Waller Park and
Wheatland Park areas and entries/exits to the walking/jogging
trails. Obey laws regarding STOPPED school buses that are
picking up or dropping off students at bus stops (on numerous
street corners) and all of the streets outside our neighborhood
where students are being picked up and dropped off. Remember
use of a cell phone is against the law in in active school zone!

EVENT
CALENDAR

National Night Out - 10/1/19
Garage Sale - 10/19/19

Garage Sale Rain Date -10/26/19
HOA Annual Meeting - 10/24/19
Winter Holiday Event - TBD
Are you a student needing
community service hours? Please
contact Barbara Lallinger at:
blallinger@hotmail.com to volunteer

for one of these events.
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WillowTalk

PET PLACE
DIY RECIPES FOR WILD BIRDS
WITH SOMETHING FOR YOU!

HUMMINGBIRD NECTAR

3 parts water

1 part sugar

Boil until the sugar dissolves. Fill feeder with %2 of the mixture.

Refrigerate the remainder. Don’t add red food coloring!

BIRD SUET (Ann Lander's Recipe)
1 c. lard (not vegetable oil) 1 c. flour
1 c. peanut butter (crunchy or plain)

2 c. instant oatmeal
2 c. cornmeal

1 c. ground peanuts 1 c. raisins

1. Melt the lard and peanut butter in a very large pot over
low heat.

2. Add all of the remaining ingredients. Stir to mix.

3. Pour into a large pan and put it in the refrigerator overnight.

4. Cut into blocks to fit your suet feeder or you can reuse the
containers your store-bought suet comes in.

5. Wrap up leftover blocks in waxed paper, put in a freezer

bag and freeze.

FLOWER BOMBS

2 parts compost 5 parts powdered clay

1 part wildflower seed 1 part water

1/4 part Cayenne Pepper

Mix everything together, shape into balls and let dry. The
clay holds it together and the compost provides nutrients. The
cayenne pepper helps keep critters from eating the seeds. Throw
in tall grass or other areas in need of wildflowers. Wait for rain

and sun and watch the magic.

HOW TO PLAN FOR
TRAVELING WITH KIDS

Families that travel with kids
typically know tablets and other
gadgets and activities can make
the journey easier, and vacation
rentals can make the stay more
relaxing and affordable.

These tips from the experts at
Vrbo can help make it easier to
hit the road with kids, whether
it’s exploring exciting new places,
visiting relatives or relaxing during

Photo courtesy of Getty Images an annual trip to the beach.

Start packing early. Begin a week
or two before the trip by helping kids write a list of what to take. It can
help build excitement and avoid last-minute fusses over how many toys
and favorite pajamas go in the suitcase. If there’s a long journey ahead,
consider temporarily lifting limits on tablet screen time and bring along
a couple travel surprises like coloring books.

Don'’t overpack. Since many vacation rentals come with washers and
dryers there’s no need to pack two outfits per day per child plus backups
in case of spills. If the place your group is staying has a laundry room,
pack enough clothing for half the trip then throw a load in the wash
after a few days. Pack some detergent pods in a plastic bag in case it’s
not provided.

Pack snacks. Travel often messes with mealtimes, but you can keep
hunger (and the crankiness that comes with it) at bay with portable
snacks. Pack a selection of treats to tide over hungry bellies until you're
able to stop for a complete meal. Include a few items typically reserved
for special occasions so you have the added benefit of excitement to
distract from an unfamiliar eating schedule.

Bring favorite toys. A sentimental and familiar item from home can
help a child feel more secure in new surroundings. In fact, a survey from
Vrbo revealed just how popular teddy travel is, with more than half of
those surveyed (55%) citing stuffed animals as the most important thing
their child brings on vacation.

However, 69% of those surveyed said their child has left a toy or
stuffed animal behind while away from home. In the event a toy does
get left behind, look into resources like Vrbo’s Teddy Bear Service. Any
traveler staying in one of the company’s vacation rental homes can call
1-774-VRBOTDY or email TeddyBearHotline@vrbo.com to report a
lost teddy bear or other item of sentimental value, and the company
will help track it down and expedite its return home.

Plan for nap time. Whether you're racing to put miles behind you or
scurrying to catch a connecting flight, it’s easy to get off track and miss
nap time completely. If you're likely to miss a nap, try to at least plan
for some quiet time to let kids rest and rejuvenate. Also remember that
travel can be tiring for kids who have outgrown naps on a regular basis
and encourage them to grab some shut-eye before signs of exhaustion

emerge.
Find more traveling tips and information at vrbo.com.

Copyright © 2019 Peel, Inc.
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TEACHERS' TOP NEEDS FOR 2019

Great classrooms don’t happen by accident. Teachers across

the country work hard to build vibrant, energizing learning
environments for their students, which often means everything
from microscopes to pipe cleaners, graphic novels to oboes, class
pets to field trips and much more. As a result, teachers spend more
than $1 billion from their own pockets each year on supplies.
However, parents and community members can lend a hand.
Helping to offset teachers’ expenses can take many forms, from
working directly with your child’s teacher to identify needs to

participating in school-based fundraisers. Another option is sharing
your assistance with a program like DonorsChoose.org, which
makes it easy for any individual to address the inequity in schools,
one classroom at a time.

Over the past 19 years, more than 3.8 million people have
donated to classrooms through the program. Last year alone, nearly
145,000 teachers had projects funded on the site and over 255,000
classroom requests were brought to life. These requests reveal some

of the key things teachers across America need for success:
(Continued on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page 8)

Books, Books and More Books

While books may seem “old school,” teachers know that a single
book can change a student’s life. Year after year, teachers request
books more than any other resource. Many elementary school
teachers ask for leveled reading books to meet their students’
individual needs. Others want to diversify their libraries with
books that reflect their students’ identities. “The Hate U Give”
and “Wonder” are among the most popular books requested this
year, and e-readers have become a popular way to expand libraries
beyond what the classroom bookshelf can hold.

Flexible Seating and Classroom Furniture

Many teachers credit flexible seating with transforming the
classroom learning experience. Rather than rigid desks, students
choose from comfy chairs, bouncy balls, bean bags or wobble
stools, all designed to let students get those wiggles out so they
can better focus on their work.

Technology

Because of rapidly evolving technology, 65% of
children now entering primary school will hold jobs that
don’t currently exist. Resources like laptops and tablets
help students learn at their own pace and practice 21st
century skills like coding. For example, coding robots and
3D printers are becoming some of the most popular items
requested in high schools.

Back to the Basics

Many teachers simply need basic supplies: paper, pencils and
tissues top the list. Last year, teachers requested enough pens
and pencils to write the complete works of William Shakespeare
more than 2,000 times.

Life Essentials

Another popular request is “hygiene closets,” which
allow teachers to provide students facing poverty with
free toiletries to take home such as deodorant,
toothbrushes and toothpaste, as well as laundry supplies
and clean undergarments.

WillowTalk
An Appreciation for the ' '

Arts . -
There are plenty of [0 s

extracurricular activities at
nearly every school that require
care and compassion from the
community. Drama teams,
for example, require supplies
to create music, perform plays
and more. Donations often
allow students to explore
their artistic abilities while
learning how to create sets,
write their own scenes, use
instruments and more while
simultaneously building their
management and teamwork
skills.

Community Service

Not all learning must take

Most Requested
School Supplies

place in a classroom. In fact,

teachers across the country - Books

often take aim at new ways + Technology

to engage students, such - Basic Classroom
as integrating practical life Supplies

into the daily curriculum
through

learning environment like a

Flexible seating

an outdoor

community vegetable garden. By requesting composters, rain
barrels, seeds, gardening tools and more, educators can take
their classrooms outside to help make the planet healthier while
students learn how to be healthier themselves. It also gives
students an opportunity to give back to their community by

donating food to local families in need.
Learn more about how you can make a difference for
classrooms in need at www.donorschoose.org.

%
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Willowbridge - Stonebridge

Willowbridge
& Stonebridge

Job Seekers

Listing
This listing is offered free to all Willowbridge/Stonebridge
teenagers seeking work. Submit your name and information to

willowbridgehoanews@gmail.com.

Name Birthday Phone Number  Parents

Darien Holley (B, PSW) 1999 713-253-8786 Darcele Holley

Sarah Pham (B) 1999 832-859-7169 Quang Pham & Tuyet Nguyen
Trinity Kerr (PSW) 2000 832-253-4501 Jennifer & Robert Bird
Giulia Zaffaroni (B) 2000 281-908-5709 Elisabetta & Paola Zaffaroni
Camile Arana (B, PSW) 2000 832-727-2845 Yvonne Silva& EugeneArana
Maggie Williams (+, B, PSW) 2002 832-294-9499 Sarah and Ed Williams
Chelsea Bohannon (B, PS) 2003 832-470-5953 Linnea and Larry Bohannon
Hailey Bohannon (PS) 2003 832-470-7884 Linnea and Larry Bohannon
Haley Cheves (B, PSW,+) 2002 832-608-4040 Lara & Rusty Cheves

(B = Baby Sitting PSW = Pet Sitting/Plant Watering + = Red Cross Certified)

At no time will any source be allowed to use the WillowTalk contents, or
loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media,
website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of
solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or
other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed
permission from the Willowbridge-Stonebridge Homeowners Association
and Peel, Inc. The information in the WillowTalk is exclusively for the
private use of Willowbridge-Stonebridge residents only.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the
opinions of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the
accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The
publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in
the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for
misprints or failure to place advertising in this publication except
for the actual cost of such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or
misprints, the publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors
of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited to the
cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation,
a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for
incidental or consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of
business or services, or any other liabilities from failure to publish,
or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to
liabilities stated above.
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OUTSMARTING CANCER
TAKES LEADING MEDICINE.

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, our teams of The Woodlands @
nationally recognized specialists are finding new ways

to outsmart cancer, while delivering the most advanced

treatments and comprehensive care available. From

screenings to diagnosis and cutting-edge treatments, our Willowbrook @
leading cancer care is available at all seven locations

across Greater Houston, so you can focus on healing,

surviving and thriving. ®
9 g West Houston-Katy Baytown
[ )

. . Texas Medical Center
Visit houstonmethodist.org/outsmartcancer

or call 281.737.2500 to find a doctor in your area. L Clear Lake
Sugar Land o

Houston Methodist Cancer Center

[ ] ®
M th(d t 8220 Stte 1o
C 1S 18220 State Hwy. 249

CANCER CENTER Houston, TX 77070
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GRACIE GALVAN

REALTOR (SRES, CHMS, & ALHS Specialist)
Five Star Platinum Agent

RE/MAX

Universal

galvangracie@hotmail.com

Direct: 281-732-0009
Office: 832-478-1246

Area resident for 25 years.
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