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my husband and I sold our house in 2011 and moved into an 

apartment in the Mosaic, intending to live here only while 

we looked for a house in the Mueller Community. We looked 

at houses for several months. We examined floor plans and 

spoke with realtors. But in the end we came to the conclusion 

that we no longer had it in our hearts (or backs) to take on 

the responsibilities and constant maintenance work associ-

ated with home ownership. By that time we had gotten used 

to our three-bedroom apartment. Though smaller than our 

previous house, it was plenty of space for the two of us. We 

renewed our lease in 2012 and have renewed it every year 

since. 

My husband Bob and I grew up in New York City… in the 

Bronx. There were, and still are, only apartments in the Bronx. 

We didn’t know anyone who lived in a house. In 1952, when 

some of the old apartment houses were torn down, then 

rebuilt to make way for new-fangled residences, it was a 

significant cultural upheaval for the Bronx. These residences 

were called Condominiums… and they carried with them 

the rights of ownership. But whether we called them “con-

dos” or apartments, they were still up-and-down residences 

with smaller living spaces. We still had all of the working, 

schooling, educational, 

entertainment, shopping 

life spread out noisily at 

our feet in what we called 

“the city.” Frankly, we 

loved growing up in New 

York. For us, city life held 

everything we could pos-

sibly want. We knew that 

when we got home from 

work, we could leave the 

noise, crowds, dirt, AND 

   2016 Epiphany meal at 
Mueller Mosaic with friends 
and neighbors, from left 
to right: Martha Ward, 
Douglas Newton, Carol 
Parks, Sharon Roberts, 
Kathleen Hayden, Shirley 
Wofford, Vicky Bergin, 
Aralyn Hughes, Terry Jervis 
and Connie DiCesare. 
Photo by Rosa Shultz.

THE MUELLER NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

FRONT PORCH FLYERthe

Being Neighborly in the Mueller Neighborhood
By Bart Jacob

We are so fortunate to live in the Mueller neighborhood. 
It is great to be able to walk on our sidewalks and trails to 
get to friends, parks, shops, and facilities... or just to get out 
and walk, run, or ride our bicycles to exercise. As we walk, 
run, and ride around Mueller, it is rare to go more than a 
block without crossing paths with others.

When I’m out and about, I lament that many of us keep 
our eyes on the sidewalk or on our cell phones and do 
not look up to say hi or give a sign of acknowledgment. I 
understand some people are shy or may be in deep thought.

According to an article published by the BBC ("The 
surprising benefits of talking to strangers" https://www.bbc.
com/news/world-48459940) many people may not initiate 
an interaction due to incorrect expectations:

Our expectations can become self-fulfilling. If you think that 
talking to a stranger is likely to be unpleasant, you'll never try 
and so never discover that your expectations might be wrong. 
This can keep us mistakenly isolated and disconnected from 
others.

This may help to explain why cities seem so crowded with 
highly social people who are actively trying to ignore each other. 
Strangers sit next to each other on park benches staring at 
their phones, walk down city streets without smiling or saying 
"hello" to anyone.

Here in the neighborhood, I walk with a group of mostly 
retired folks three mornings a week. We almost always 
run into a number of students heading to their bus stop. 
Some of these students live in Mueller and some live in 
surrounding areas. We used to pass the students without 
any interaction. Then we started making an effort to say 
hi or good morning to them. Although at first, they rarely 
responded, we now exchange greetings and smiles on a 

regular basis, bridging generation gap and the neighborhood 
gap. I like to think this interaction improves their morning 
outlook and gives a friendly impression of Mueller residents 
of a different generation as we enjoy their smiles and this 
simple interaction each day.

I am not suggesting that we all stop and strike up a 
conversation with everyone we meet... but making eye 
contact, a brief word, a smile, or a nod could increase 
happiness and make our neighborhood even more 
welcoming… and neighborly!
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Meet the Fishing Brothers
¢ Kathy Sokolic

lAKE PARK

HUMANS OF

Lake Park on a Sunday afternoon plays 
host to people from all walks of life pursu-
ing leisure and recreation. In this series, 
we’ll learn what draws them to Lake Park.  

#HumansofLakePark

I don’t know much about fishing, but I 

frequently see people fishing at Lake 

Park. For the last three years, the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department has 

stocked the lake with trout during spe-

cial events. While these are the only fish 

that should be caught and eaten, they 

are not the only fish in the lake.

Javier and Juan are brothers who 

often fish at Lake Park in the early 

mornings, as the sun is coming up and 

the bass are most active. Native Aus-

tinites, the two usually fish near their 

homes in the Kyle and Buda areas. They 

only recently found out about Lake Park 

from Juan’s wife, a nurse at Dell Chil-

dren’s Medical Center. The brothers like 

the accessibility of the lake, and that it’s 

not just for Mueller residents, but open 

for everyone. “It’s an actual community 

here. Everyone says hi, and everyone is 

friendly,” Javier mentioned. That sense 

of community adds to the natural beau-

ty of Lake Park. “Even if the fish aren’t 

biting, the scenery is great.”

Armed with multiple fishing rods and 

bags full of colorful lures, the brothers 

fish only for sport, and always catch 

and release. Javier, who works for a 

financial brokerage, loves the sounds 

of kids playing from the playground. He 

and his wife have a 6 month old daugh-

ter, and he can’t wait for his little girl to 

be old enough to enjoy coming to the 

park with him. Juan, a firefighter, has a 

6 year old daughter who loves the park 

and going to the Thinkery. 

The brothers feel such a strong 

respect and love for Lake Park that 

they can be seen taking time from their 

fishing to pick up trash around the park. 

They take pride in helping keep the area 

clean and beautiful, not just for the fish, 

but for the other animals and human 

visitors as well. 
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Letter from the Chair
Dear Neighbors,
I want you to know that we have been closely monitoring the Coronavirus Disease 2019 

(COVID-19) situation as it relates to our organization’s regular monthly meetings and events. 
Keeping in mind the safety of our neighbors and our members, the Steering Committee has 
decided to cancel the Egg Scramble scheduled for Saturday, April 11th.

We will update our Facebook page and website with any changes to meetings and events as 
needed. In the meantime, we ask everyone to stay vigilant and calm, and to be thoughtful in how 
you respond to this situation. Remember, we’re in this together as a community.

Sincerely,
John Wooding

Saturday, Apr. 11: 10 AM – 5 PM
Puptopia, Mueller Lake Park

Saturday, Apr. 18: 9:30 AM start
March of Dimes, Browning Hangar

Saturday, May 2: 9 AM start
Fighting Blindness VisionWalk, Browning Hangar

Saturday, May 9: 11 AM – 3 PM
Austin Energy 125 Anniversary, Browning Hangar

Friday, May 15: 6:15 – 8:30 PM
Rock the Park #3, Lake Park Amphitheater

Calendar of Events
NOTE: All events are subject to following CDC guidance provided to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 and may be cancelled. Check social media 
channels for updated information.

Front Porch Flyer staff sharing an afternoon of fun at BD Riley's
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There are so many items that can be recycled in Austin, but 
knowing where and how to recycle them can be a bit confusing. 
Below I share some tips and tidbits of information that may help.

To Do:
• Check out the latest on what can be recycled
• Curbside customers:  http://www.austintexas.gov/

department/residential-recycling-collection
• Apartments: http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/

Resource_Recovery/ARR_Apt_Sorting_Guide_2018_FINAL.
pdf

• Anyone can check What Do I Do With? at:http://
austintexas.gov/department/what-do-i-do-0

• Or call 3-1-1 for assistance.
• Rinse and dry recyclables. Make sure recyclables are empty; 

pour out liquids.
• Put items in loose (not in a bag)
• Flatten boxes. Boxes laid out next to your carts are okay 

and will be picked up.
• Extra recyclables can be put in boxes out by your cart. A 

2nd blue cart is free; call 3-1-1.
• Take items that are not allowed in the carts or apartments 

to the Recycle & Reuse Drop-off Center (RRDC): http://www.
austintexas.gov/department/recycle-reuse-drop-center.

• Anything smaller than a credit card will fall through the 
single-stream sorting machines. These small items can be taken 
to the RRDC and put in the Hard Plastics or Scrap Metal 
stations.

• Take plastic bags and plastic film to store drop-off stations 
for recycling. See https://how2recycle.info/sdo to find a location 
near you.

• Separate lids from containers that are a different material, 
ex.: take the metal lid off a glass jar to recycle them separately 
in your carts.

• Take anything with a cord, plug, that used a battery, or has 
a computer chip to the Electronics station at the RRDC. This 
is also the station where you drop off tires (car and bike) to be 
recycled!

• Join the Mueller Recycling Group to find neighbors 
collecting items for you to drive to the RRDC or to mail in 
to a recycling program like TerraCycle: https://www.facebook.
com/groups/MuellerRecyclesMore.

Don’t Do:
• Don’t bag recycling. Bagged recycling is sent to the landfill.
• Don’t crush cans or bottles. The latest information from the 

City’s contractor says the full size helps the sorting machines 
be more accurate.

• Don’t remove the stickers or labels from containers. It’s not 

Recycling: Tips and Tidbits
By Taylor Youngblood, Mueller Zero Waste Block Leader

necessary.
• Don’t put milk cartons, juice cartons, egg replacement 

cartons, stock cartons, etc. in the recycling. They’re plastic-
coated paper (sometimes including metal too) and they’re 
difficult to recycle.

• Don’t put to-go coffee cups in recycling. As with cartons, 
they’re plastic-coated paper.

• Don’t put the top 5 recycling contaminants in your cart:
• Plastic bags and plastic film (these go to a store drop-off )
• Styrofoam (these go to the RRDC)
• Water hoses (these go in the trash)
• Wood (treated: donate or trash, untreated: compost)
• Textiles (donate wearable, take unwearable to Goodwill)
More information is at https://alittlemore.green/ and you 

can always message me (Taylor@alittlemore.green) with ideas 
and questions!

Blue bags do not go in the recycle bin; put items in loose.

Do not recycle these containers, image provided by ARR.
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Like perhaps many of you, I started 2020 with bold resolutions 
to try new things to up my game—so I went to my first 
Toastmasters meeting. Toastmasters is a club of people working 
to improve their public speaking skills. They meet once a week 
for about an hour, where members practice giving short speeches. 
Toastmasters has dozens of local clubs meeting throughout Austin 
(but notably few are located east of I-35).

I decided to check out of the “Center of Gravity Toastmasters” 
club, which meets at noon on Wednesdays at the Capitol Factory 
offices in downtown Austin. Now, I am a trial attorney with 
plenty of public speaking experience, so I was a little skeptical 
as to whether this club would be that helpful. I ended up being 
very impressed and feeling like I had plenty to learn.

At my first meeting, there were about a dozen attendees, with a 
tightly organized schedule. In addition to the time scheduled for 
the two speakers, there was the time allotted for introductions, 
evaluator comments, and reports from the designated timekeeper 
and grammarian. There was even a person designated to keep 
track of all the “ums” and “you knows” that each person spoke.

The first scheduled speaker was clearly experienced, as he 

My Introduction to Toastmasters

2020 Swim Season

By Drew Harris
recounted with plenty of humor and audience engagement some 
“Florida Man” stories from his time growing up in Florida. The 
second speaker was amazing, giving an informative presentation 
on “float spas” that made me want to try that experience (an 
article for another day). He even set up his phone on a gimbal 
that could track his face, so that he could video record himself 
speaking.

The two scheduled speeches (about 5-7 minutes long) 
were followed by “Tabletopic” speeches, where several people 
volunteered to speak for 1-2 minutes on a fun improvised 
topic. The first time I spoke at Toastmasters was giving one of 
these TableTopic speeches: I debated why Queen Elizabeth II 
was a better role model than the Notorious RBG (Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg). By interjecting humor from “The Crown” Netflix 
series, I managed to win the debate and was voted the best 
TableTopics speaker for the day.

It was a really fun experience, and it was exciting to be around 
other supportive people who are also working on being a better 
public speaker. If you are looking for a way to up your game in 
2020, perhaps come to a Toastmasters meeting.

Can you believe it’s swim season again? Ella Wooten and 
John Gaines pools may have opened on Wednesday, April 1 (for 
resident-only swimming). In preparation for a successful swim 
season, let’s review some important rules and responsibilities 
for our pools.

1. Residents must have a pool key to 
use the pool, even when lifeguards are 
on duty.

2. Each member may have up to four 
guests in the pool area at any one time, 
and the member must accompany these 
guests at all times.

3. Never prop open the pool gate.
4. No dogs, food, drink (except 

water), glass, or cigarettes are allowed 
inside the pool gate.

5. All children under the age of 13 
must be actively supervised by someone 
who is 15 or older.

6. All children who are not yet toilet trained must wear a 
swim diaper and a plastic or rubber diaper cover along with 
their bathing suit when in the water.

Pools are open (six days a week) from 5 am to 10 pm. Ella 
Wooten is closed on Mondays (except Memorial and Labor 
Days), and John Gaines is closed on Wednesdays.

Lifeguards begin Memorial Day weekend when we will be 
welcoming the public for the season. Our pools are open to the 
public through Labor Day weekend. Help to build community 
in our pools through your good neighborliness.

If you have questions about the rules or their enforcement, 
call our management team at 512-
347-2888. If you are concerned about 
someone’s safety, call 311.

Remember, our pools are community 
assets. Please use them responsibly.

For a complete list of pool rules, 
please refer to signs at each pool or go 
online at muelleraustinonline.com. To 
communicate with the pool committee, 
send an email to poolcommittee@
muelleraustinonline.com.

NOTE: Although the CDC reports 
“there is no evidence that COVID-19 can 

be spread to humans through the use of pools and hot tubs,” given 
the proximity pool attendees could have with each other, Mueller’s 
pools at Ella Wooten and John Gaines parks will likely not open on 
April 1 as originally scheduled. More information about resuming 
pool operations will be shared when more is known. The waterscape 
at Branch Park opened March 13 and will remain open unless 
additional information warrants its closure.
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Beyond Defensive Driving

Robert Mueller Municipal Airport Plan Implementation 
Advisory Commission (RMMA PIAC) Update

By Andrew Clements, Land Use & Transportation Committee

By Rick Krivoniak

Driving in Austin, and Central Texas is “aggravation on a stick,” 
right? Traffic congestion, and a lack of mobility in general are always 
towards the top of local quality of life polls. And by now it has been 
accepted as a fact that we are doubling in population every twenty 
years… which, of course, means more private cars on the road.

As I’ve gotten older, and perhaps wiser, I’ve taken to heart my 
father’s admonition to practice defensive driving – the safe driving 
strategy emphasized when I took defensive driving as a summer course 
my sophomore year in high school (nope, not revealing the year). 
I’ve taken a few defensive driving courses over the years since to get 
speeding tickets off my driving record (oh, you too?).

On Wikipedia, the standard Safe Practices for Motor Vehicle 
Operations defines defensive driving skills as "driving to save lives, 
time, and money, in spite of the conditions around you and the actions 
of others,” noting this definition is taken from the National Safety 
Council's Defensive Driving Course, and that one aim “is to reduce 
the risk of collision by anticipating dangerous situations, despite 
adverse conditions or the mistakes of others.”

Likely good advice, right, to drive defensively? My father thought so. 
But the word “defensively” somehow strikes me as putting my safety 
first, and vaguely suggests violence. (I picture boxing, and being on 
defense or offense in that sport ) and, perhaps, even selfish?

I have a love/hate relationship with my car. I’m a big advocate of 
transit, the purpose of which is to get me out of my car, but growing 
up as a teenage boy in West Texas, a car (a learner’s permit at fifteen, 

and a full-blown driver’s license at sixteen) was a powerful symbol of 
freedom. My heart sinks, now, when I come upon traffic congestion 
I think is unreasonable and that inconveniences me. Of course I’m 
contributing to it by driving my car. But in a more reflective state I’m 
often struck by how efficiently and effectively our roads and highways - 
even Interstate 35 - do operate – how many thousands upon thousands 
daily trips do occur. It is kind of staggering to think about.

As a wiser, older driver (nope, still not revealing my age), I now 
try to follow a driving strategy I call “cooperative driving” (darn, just 
Googled it and see I didn’t invent it). Definitions on drivewise.com 
state it “involves understanding that you are an active participant in 
your own and others’ safety on the road. It’s about sharing the road 
with other road users, being caring and empathetic, and leading by 
example in promoting safe driving.”

I like to distill it down to being kind to others when driving, and 
cooperating – because they need to get somewhere, too, safely, just 
like me. And, in practice, when driving – it means leaving space for 
necessary lane mergers ahead of me, and waving when others kindly 
do the same, not exceeding the posted speed limit - even when there 
isn’t much traffic - and going less than the speed limit in Mueller (and 
other neighborhood streets) because of Vision Zero (passionately 
supported by the efforts of our own Kathy Sokolic, Chair of Central 
Texas Families for Safe Streets). It means just cooperating with other 
drivers…being a team…being kind.

Happy Cooperative Driving.

The Teacher Retirement System of Texas (TRS) has been in the 
news lately for questions about the costs of some downtown lease 
space for their investment offices, though they have been looking to 
relocate their 11th & Red River headquarters since sometime last 
year. They have chosen Mueller for the new location, where they 
will ultimately consolidate all 1,100 of their Austin employees. The 
proposed location is in the block bounded by E. 51st, Berkman Drive 
and Barbara Jordan Blvd. At the March 10th Mueller Commission 
meeting, much discussion about removing 3.5 more acres of 
Mueller from property tax rolls (Mueller is doing exceptionally 
well financially), ground-floor uses providing activity beyond 8-to-
5 hours, and some questions about the seemingly rushed process, 
Commissioners - in a rare non-unanimous vote and two recusals - 
sent a resolution to the City Council in support of the project. Per 
the Master Developer Agreement, the Council must approve sales 
of Mueller land to other governmental authorities, like TRS. It 
was scheduled for the March 23rd Council meeting, but late word 
indicated that may be delayed. Though Catellus will buy the land 
from the City and construct the new building, it will be sold to TRS 
sometime after it's occupied.

Ground has broken on the eleven Habitat for Humanity row-

houses in the 2600 block of Philomena, next door to the new Jordan 
affordable apartment complex. With hopes to be completed by year's 
end, the nine 1350 sf, 3-bedroom units will sell for about $180K, 
and the two 1480 sf, 4-bedroom units for abut $200K. These will 
be deed-restricted as affordable for 99 years, and require potential 
owners to perform 300 sweat-equity hours to qualify.

As of March 15th and with daily changes due to the evolving 
public health situation, Mueller Central is closed until further 
notice. Mueller’s pools at Ella Wooten and John Gaines parks may 
not open as originally scheduled. Mueller’s parks remain open 
for now, including the Branch Park waterscape unless additional 
information warrants its closure, though all public restrooms are 
locked. The Browning Hangar port-a-potties remain open and the 
Sunday Farmers’ Market will continue as planned - without chef 
demos or sampling - until they are advised otherwise.

The Robert Mueller Municipal Airport Plan Implementation 
Advisory Commission will next meet at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, April 
14, 2020 at the Chestnut Community Center, 1183 Chestnut 
Avenue. For RMMAPIAC agendas, minutes, meeting recordings 
and other documents, visit austintexas.gov/rmmapiac
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions 
of their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. 
or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts 
stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the 
advertiser and any such claims regarding its content should be taken up 
with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost 
of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Front Porch Flyer is a publication of the Mueller Neighborhood 
Association, produced and distributed by Peel, Inc. At no time will anyone 
be allowed to use the Front Porch Flyer content, or loan said content, to 
others in any way, shape, or form, nor in any media, web site, print, film, 
email, electronic copy, fax, or other means, for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any other use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self-amplification, under penalty of law, without written or expressed 
permission from the Mueller Neighborhood Association.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR
MUELLER RESIDENTS

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR
MUELLER RESIDENTS
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