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The LOEN Ladies Club, a social club open to all women of the 
community. The club formed in 2005 to serve the social needs of all 
women of the community. Monthly gatherings of our various groups 
provide our members with opportunities to meet each other, share 

ideas and experiences, eat good food, and make friends.
The Ladies Club is probably the best way for you to meet and get 
to know your LOEN neighbors and make new friends. The club has 
several social and game groups that meet monthly and five general 
membership meetings held throughout the year. Some activity groups 
meet during the day and others in the evenings to try to accommodate 
the different schedules of members. The social and activity groups 
include Brunch Bunch, Bridge, Bunco, Day and Evening Book Clubs, 
Dinner Club, Explorers, and Girls Night Out. If you are not sure about 
joining, that’s not a problem. Just contact us to attend one of our events 

as a visitor. Then, if you like us, you can join the Ladies Club!
For more information on the Ladies Club, please email Jeanne 

MacKenzie at loenladiesclubpresident@gmail.com.
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Albion Hurricanes FC (AHFC), established in 1989, is 
leading the way in South Texas youth soccer by inspiring 
and developing young men and women through world class 
coaching and innovative techniques, as well as instilling the 
proper framework, self-esteem, confidence and sportsmanship 
within our athletes.

The club invites all interested competitive players from the 
ages of 7 to 19, to the Player Evaluations & Tryouts and to 
become part of our success. AHFC competitive evaluations 
will be in May**. We ask that all interested players pre-register 
before coming out to the fields. Please visit albionhurricanes.
org for details about your particular campus.

AHFC also offers JHSL (a recreational program for 5 - 10 year 
old) at our Cy Fair and Central locations and offers additional 
training at Katy Friday Night Academy as well at Thursday 
Night Academy for players in the New Territory area

Visit albionhurricanes.org to register and for times and dates.
***Subject to change in accordance to League rules.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Harris Co. Sheriff - (non-emergency) ...................713-221-6000
Cy-Fair Fire Department - (emergency) ................281-466-6161
 (non-emergency) .................................................281-550-6663
Poison Control ..................................................1-800-764-7661
Texas DPS ............................................................713-681-1761
Texas Pride Disposal . ...........................................281-342-8178

(trash collection Mondays & Thursdays,
recycle pick up Mondays)

TNG MUD 370 ..................................................281-350-0895
Harris County Tax Office .....................................713-224-1919
Centerpoint Energy .............................................  713-207-7777
  (give pole # of street which is out)
Centerpoint Energy ..............................................713-659-2111
Comcast Cable .....................................................713-341-1000
Houston Chronicle ..............................................713-220-7211
Metro Transit Info ................................................713-635-4000
Kirk Elementary ..................................................  713-849-8250
Truitt Middle School ............................................281-856-1100
Cy-Ridge High School .........................................281-807-8000
Newsletter Publisher
 Peel, Inc. ..................advertising@PEELinc.com, 888-687-6444

Deadline for submitting articles for the Lakes On Eldridge North 
Newsletter is the 10th of each month. Submissions are subject to 
space limitations and editorial approval. Email Articles to loen@
PEELinc.com.
PERSONAL CLASSIFIED ADS: Deadline for submitting 
personal classified ads is the 10th of each month for publication 
in the following month's newsletter. Email personal classifieds to 
loen@PEELinc.com.
ADVERTISING: Deadline for submitting ads is the 8th of each 
month for publication in the following month's newsletter.
Please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office at 888-687-6444 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com for information on advertising.

President: .......................................................... James Walker
Vice President:  ..................................................... John Dyke
Secretary:  .............................................................. Linda Troy
Treasurer:  ......................................................... Garrett Davis
Asst Sec/ Treasurer:  .......................................... Richard Weck

LOEN Board Of Directors

Article Submissions
Please e-mail articles and/or photos to loen@peelinc.com. 

Submissions must be received by the
10th of the month for the following month's issue.

(Advertising deadline is the 8th of the month.)

Lakes on Eldrige North Website:
www.loenhoa.nabrnetwork.com
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Crape Myrtle Bark Scale

Crape myrtles are a popular landscape tree in parts of Texas, 
prized for their beauty. While this tree has been relatively 
maintenance free for years, that is no longer the case now that 
crape myrtle bark scale (CMBS) has been found in Texas.

Crape myrtle bark scales are small, wingless insects, pinkish 
in color and covered with a white, velvety covering. When you 
look at the bark of an infested tree, look for round to oval shaped 
white velvety insects. If you puncture one with a toothpick, it 
will exude a pink substance.

When inspecting crape myrtles for CMBS, look along trunks, 
limbs, as well as smaller twigs and branches found towards the top 
of the tree. You’ll want to look for scale insects and sooty mold. 
Sooty mold is a black colored fungus that grows on honeydew; 
honeydew is an excretion from scale insects (and other small, 
soft-bodied insects such as aphids and mealybugs).

Heavily infested crape myrtles have CMBS that produce 
copious amounts of honeydew on the tree and surrounding area 
which leads to growth of sooty mold, turning landscape plants 
black. Infested crape myrtles produce fewer and smaller blooms 
which may be difficult to tell unless you have an uninfected tree 
to compare.

Only male crape myrtle bark scales fly. Others are dispersed by 

wind, birds, other insects, or landscape maintenance equipment 
to nearby areas. Long-distance transport occurs via infested 
material. Once CMBS are in an area, they can move onto to 
nearby trees.

Control options are varied for CMBS. There are lady bugs that 
eat CMBS, but this may take time for control as the ladybug 
population is tied to the population of insects they feed upon. 
Ensure that if you buy and plant crape myrtles, that you inspect 
them and not plant any infested trees, or you select a different 
species of tree or shrub for the landscape.

Pesticide treatment for crape myrtle bark scale can be done 
with either a contact spray or a systemic. Studies from TAMU 
discovered that contact sprays should be used when pest numbers 
are peaking (crawler/ nymph numbers peak mid-April through 
May), and two treatments should be done with the second 
treatment taking place 2 weeks after the initial treatment. 
Insecticides with bifenthrin as the active ingredient tend to 
work best.

Systemic treatments should be applied earlier, when the leaves 
are budding out. Systemics such as imidacloprid and dinotefuran 
are best used as a soil treatment in March so that they are taken up 
by the tree and in place for the crawler population in April-May. 
These products should be used when trees are NOT in bloom to 
protect pollinators.

For a video on how to treat crape myrtles for CMBS, you 
should go to this link:

https://citybugs.tamu.edu/2018/08/28/how-to-treat-your-
crapemyrtle-for-bark-scale/

For more information or help with identification, contact 
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program 
Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-
ipm.blogspot.com

This work is supported by Crops Protection and Pest 
Management Competitive Grants Program [grant no. 2017-
70006-27188 /project accession no. 1013905] from the USDA 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture.
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By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

Did you know there are 30 different species of frogs and toads 
in Texas? The problem I have, however, is telling the difference 
between a frog and a toad. Can you tell the difference?

First, let’s explore the similarities. Both frogs and toads are 
members of the amphibian class. Both have short bodies, two 
hind legs, two front arms and a wide head. Both frogs and toads 
are carnivorous and eat worms, insects, slugs, spiders and small 
fish. Toads may also eat dog food left outside. They catch their 
prey with their long, sticky tongues. Females lay their eggs close 
to water or actually in the water and the males fertilize them.

DIFFERENCES:
• If you look at the hind legs, you’ll notice the frog has very 

long legs. They need longer legs because they hop more and 
higher than toads. Toads tend to crawl more. They can hop but 
they can’t hop very high or very far.

• The frog spends most of its time in the water so it has webbed 
back feet. Sometimes the front feet are webbed as well.

• Toads have a chubbier appearance than frogs.
• The skin of the frog is much smoother. A toad’s skin will be 

bumpy and the bumps resemble warts.
• The coloring between frogs and toads is different. Frogs are 

a bright green or a yellow-olive in color. Toads are a dark green 
to an olive green in color. Make sure you don’t rely solely on 
coloring when trying to identify an animal though because there 
are some brownish green frogs.

• Frogs spend the majority of their time near water and rarely 
venture very far away from a water source.

During breeding season, frogs can be incredibly noisy. If you 
have security lights around your home, these lights will attract 
insects which will in turn attract frogs who want to eat them. If 
the noise bothers you, turn out the lights.

If you have pets, don’t allow them to play with toads. When 
toads are threatened or bitten, they use the same defense 
mechanism as a skunk. The skin lets out a bitter taste and odor 

that burns the eyes and nostrils. It is highly toxic to pets and can 
cause death if left untreated. Humans, however, are not affected 
by a toad’s toxin. If your pet has been outside and you notice it 
pawing at its mouth or eyes, crying or whimpering, it may have 
encountered a toad. Other signs to look for:

• Excessive drooling
• Seizures
• Yellow vomit
• Diarrhea
• Dilated pupils
• Irregular heartbeat
• Foaming at the mouth
• Hyperthermia
• Collapse
• Difficulty breathing
If you think your pet has had an encounter with a toad, contact 

your veterinarian immediately.
For other helpful information, check out the blog on the 

TWRC Wildlife Center website. www.twrcwildlifecenter.org
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CHICK-FIL-A, TOWNE LAKE, TOOK 287 SANDWICHES IN THE MORNING AND 87 SANDWICHES IN THE EVENING TO MEMORIAL 
HERMANN HOSPITAL ON APRIL 6TH TO THANK THE STAFF FOR ALL THEY ARE DOING TO KEEP US SAFE.
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Our foreign exchange students have the dream to study in the 
US, and they HOPE that they can come this fall. Let’s keep their 
dreams alive and show them they are welcome and wanted if it 
becomes possible for the come.

Now more than ever, is the perfect time to sign up to host 
an exchange student. Students from around the world are still 
holding onto their dreams of spending a year in the USA! Help 
make that dream come true today. It is true we cannot predict 
the future, but these students are hoping to be able to come in 
August. It would make them very happy to know someone here 
WANTED them.

Each of our students is fluent in English, comes with their 
own spending money and health insurance. Most importantly, 
they come with a dream to spend a year in the US so they can 
experience life as an American teenager!

STS Foundation accepts all of host families – from single 
parents, newly marrieds, empty nesters and same sex couples. In 
order to host, you would need to meet the following qualifications:

• Host must be 25 years or older
• Pass a background check
• Provide food for 3 meals daily

Dreams Have no Travel Limitations!
• Ensure reliable transportation to and from school (bus is ok)
• A bed for your student
• A safe and loving home
STS Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization that places foreign 

exchange students with American host families. For more 
information about hosting, please contact me at 832-455-7881 
PM me or email at vicki.stsfoundation@yahoo.com.
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By: Concentra Urgent Care

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) say 
that nearly 90,000 patients die in U.S. hospitals each year due to a 
preventable disease – many could be avoided if everyone properly 
washed their hands.

From germs on office equipment to sick colleagues who decided to 
come into work anyway, people face the same dangers in the workplace. 
The same simple fact holds true: Washing your hands regularly is 
an effective way to prevent yourself from catching or spreading a 
preventable disease or illness.

WHEN TO WASH YOUR HANDS
The CDC recommends washing your hands every time you:
• Prepare or eat food
• Use the restroom
• Tend to someone who is sick; both before and after
• Blow your nose, cough, or sneeze
• Handle garbage
• Treat a cut or wound
• Change a diaper or clean up after children
• Handle an animal or animal waste

HAND WASHING BASICS 
The CDC has issued specific guidelines about effective hand washing:

Wash Your Hands
Reducing Spread of Disease While at Home and Work

• Wet hands with water
• Use plain bar or liquid soap
• Create a lather by vigorously rubbing hands together for 15-20 

seconds—about the amount of time it takes to sing “Happy Birthday” 
twice 

• Be sure to wash palms, back of hands, fingers, and nails (clean nails 
by gently scratching nails down your opposing soapy palm)

• Rinse off soap under a stream of water
WHAT ELSE CAN YOU DO? 

• Focus on hand washing in the lunch and/or break room
• Be careful when using sponges and dish towels. These are ideal sites 

for bacterial growth. Always wash your hands after using these items.
• Maintain a clean work area; regularly clean any office equipment, 

especially shared items such as phones and keyboards.
• Remind your colleagues of the importance of hand washing, 

particularly when you witness someone neglecting to wash his or her hands.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

To learn more about how washing hands regularly can help prevent 
disease, ask your health care provider, or visit the CDC’s creative Web 
site dedicated to raising awareness of the importance of hand washing 
at www.henrythehand.com.
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Try as you might to prevent them, spills, drips and splatters 
in your house are inevitable. Whether you, your family or 
your guests are the culprits, stains happen. Most, if not all, 
are treatable, especially if you act quickly and use the right 
stain-removing technique. 

If there’s an accident on your carpet or a rug, start by scooping 
up any solids and soaking up any unabsorbed liquids. Then, 
blot the stain with a white cloth or paper towel. You should 
work from the outside in so you don’t spread the spill, and dab 
at it instead of rubbing or pressing hard.

You also can try spot cleaning with a soapy water mix. Dilute 
a ¼ teaspoon of clear hand-dishwashing soap with 1 cup of 
lukewarm water. Spray the solution on the stain, and mist the 
area with clean water or blot with a wet towel. Then blot the 
area with a dry towel. Repeat this process until you get as much 
residue out as possible. 

Follow these specific instructions for cleaning up the more 
stubborn stains and sticky spots on your floors:

• Red wine: Begin with the same three steps—blot, apply 
soapy water and rinse. Then, dribble very hot water from a 

sponge onto the spill. Continue to blot with a clean towel, and 
repeat until the carpet no longer shows any red. 

• Soft drinks and coffee: Begin with the same three steps—
blot, apply soapy water and rinse. Then dab on hydrogen 
peroxide. Wait one hour before repeating the process. Hydrogen 
peroxide bleaches a stain without breaking down carpet dyes. 
Use a 3 percent solution, which can be found at a drugstore, 
and apply at full strength. 

• Candle wax and chewing gum: These are easiest to remove when 
hot or cold. For the cold method, harden the spot by rubbing it 
with an ice cube inside a plastic bag. Then, carefully scrape off the 
residue with a dull knife or a plastic card, such as an expired credit 
card. For the hot method, apply paper towels over the waxy area, 
and then use a clothes iron on low heat to soak up the wax. Replace 
the paper towels until all the wax is removed. Use a hair dryer to 
heat gum. Then with a plastic bag over your fingers, pull the goo off.

So the next time your carpeting endures a nasty spill, rest 
assured that it doesn’t have to become a permanent stain. With 
these simple tips, you can keep your carpets and rugs looking 
great for years to come.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Lakes on Eldridge North is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is 
not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to 
the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use the Lakes on Eldridge North Newsletter contents, or loan said contents, to others 
in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic 
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, 
political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written 
or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Lakes on Eldridge 
North Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

RAINCO IRRIGATION SPECIALIST: Commercial & 
Residential. Backflow Testing, Irrigation (Sprinkler) System 
Service, Maintenance and Repair, Rainbird - Hunter. Fully 
Insured. License # 9004 & 9226. Call 713-824-5327.

BUSINESS CLASSIFIED

Business classifieds (offering a service or product line for profit) 
are $50, limit 40 words, please contact Peel, Inc. Sales Office @ 
512-263-9181 or advertising@PEELinc.com.
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