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Honor your Grad!
See How on Page 3

Read about "the new normal"
on Page 5
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Important Numbers
SECURITY
Precinct 5 Constable 
(including burglar 
alarms)
281-463-6666
Emergency: 911
Houston Police Dept.
Non-Emergency
713-884-3131

CITY OF HOUSTON
Houston Help & 
Information 311 or 713-
837-0311
District C Council 
Member, Ellen Cohen: 
832-393-3004
Godwin Park
Community Center 
713-393-1840
CenterPoint Energy 
Electric outages or 
electric emergencies
713-207-2222
or 800-332-7143

Suspected natural gas leak
713-659-2111 
or 888-876-5786
For missed garbage pickup, 
water line break, dead 
animals, traffic signals, and 
other city services: 311
Some mobile phone users 
may need to dial: 
713-837-0311

Newsletter 
Information

onorH
your
Grad!

Peel Inc is committed to making The Messenger a valuable 
tool for the residents of Meyerland. Please submit any 
community news, events and updates to
themessenger@peelinc.com

The Messenger - May 2020 
Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc. 

PUBLISHER - Peel, Inc.

www.peelinc.com

Advertising 
1-888-687-6444

advertising@peelinc.com

The Messenger would like 
to honor 2020 graduates 
(high school, college, 
trade school, military). 
Please email us a photo,  
a brief description of 
your graduate, such as 
high school attended, 
activities or hobbies, 
where the student is 
headed after high school, 
and major if declared. 

Emails can be sent to
themessenger@peelinc.com
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Bouquelle Cleaners has been in the same location since 

1995. My mother-in-law was originally working there 

part-time in 1999, along with being a teacher full-time. 

Her American dream was to be an entrepreneur when she 

retired from teaching. She is now an owner, running the 

business with her husband since 2012. 

In 2017, we were deeply affected by Hurricane Harvey’s 

impact, and we lost a lot of our customers— especially the 

seventy-three home delivery customers we had in Meyerland 

alone.

We have been Meyerland residents since 1999, and 

now have taken another hit from COVID-19. Like many 

businesses are experiencing as well, it has been a struggle for 

us. We have worked with the great community of Meyerland 

to give back and support programs for schools and various 

charitable foundations. 

We are still serving and doing business in Bellaire and 

Meyerland communities, and plan to always support our 

customers and neighbors however possible… then, now, 

and always. 

Cover Story Continued

We have a “New Normal” for practicing Real Estate during 
Covid-19. It certainly is a unique time in the real estate market. 
Although the business has slowed down in general due to the 
Stay at Home restrictions, Real Estate is considered an essential 
business. There are buyers and sellers that need to conduct Real 
Estate transactions. We are still taking new listings and guiding 
transactions to closing. Online interest has been strong.

Buyers are motivated with the drop in mortgage rates giving 
buyers a stronger incentive to purchase. Previously a buyer may 
have wanted to see many homes before making a decision while 
today’s buyer has defined what they want and may only go see 
a few homes that best fit their needs.

We are trying to use virtual showing methods as often as 
possible to see homes through Virtual tours by Zoom, Face 
Time, Facebook , Instragram Live, Skype, etc.

If necessary, with the seller and buyer understanding the risks 
and with the seller’s permission, we will do in person showings. 
The seller is asked to open all blinds, turn on lights, open closet 
doors, etc so visitors do not have to touch anything in the house. 
Sanitizer, gloves, masks and booties are recommended.

 Our seller's and buyer's health is the most important factor 
to decide about in person showings. If a home is occupied, the 
seller needs to consider the risk as well as their desire to sell. 
Listing agents need to have a conversation with each seller about 
their wishes and discuss the buyer's urgency to purchase with the 
buyer's agent. This is not a time for "Shoppers" to be visiting 
homes. Also, we are not doing physical public open houses.

Another sign of the times is "Drive thru" closings! The parties 
to the transaction drive to a designated location and remain in 
their cars. The closer will hand them the documents they need 
to sign on a clipboard and explain the forms to them while 
remaining outside of the car!

It is very important in this unusual atmosphere for sellers and 
buyers to work with an experienced Realtor. We are here for you!

Terry Cominsky & Brena Moglovkin

Selling
Real Estate
During a

Pandemic
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Continued on Page 8

(Houston, Texas, May 7, 2020) Jennie Katherine Kolter Elementary 
School and Kolter Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) are happy to 
announce that the Houston landscape architecture firm, Clark Condon, 
has partnered with them pro-bono to create plans for “The Grassroom,” 
which will be a one-of-a-kind outdoor learning space for their newly 
constructed post-Harvey campus. Kolter has been a pillar of the 
Meyerland community since its opening in 1960. This HISD school has 
served the Southwest Houston community for over 60 years teaching 
Pre-K-5th graders as a Foreign Language Magnet School, offering classes 
in French, Spanish, and Chinese, in addition to traditional elementary 
school classes and ancillaries. When the beloved Kolter campus sustained 
more than 4 feet of water during Hurricane Harvey in 2017, the students 
and faculty lost more than a building, they lost a part of their history. 

Jennie Kolter Elementary School and PTO Announce 
“The Grassroom” At Newly Constructed 

Post-Harvey Campus
Plans Created Pro-Bono 

by Houston Landscape Architecture Firm Clark Condon

While the neighborhood is eagerly anticipating the reopening of their 
new school, it is with the understanding that the budget for the new 
campus did not allow to recreate Kolter’s former award-winning outdoor 
learning areas.

When it became clear that there was no way to salvage these spaces 
during construction, representatives from the Kolter PTO approached 
the Kolter administration to see if they could develop a new design 
for outdoor learning in the spirit of the previous garden. The Kolter 
Grassroom Committee was created and the dream of bringing it to life 
began.

Established in 2003, Kolter’s original vegetable garden, pond habitat, 
and coastal prairie environment, were a tremendous benefit to the 
students’ lesson enrichment. Each year, students at various grade levels 
were able to utilize these outdoor assets to step outside the traditional 
classroom, grow their own food in the vegetable garden, and discuss 
life-long healthy eating habits. The coastal prairie environment enabled 
children to explore how the land looked in their neighborhood before 
human development and the pond provided real world examples of life 
cycles, water cycles, and ecosystems.

Devoted Kolter parent and garden volunteer, Pilar Hernandez, took 
it upon herself to lead the charge. “I looked at the initial Kolter garden 
design and then let my imagination take over. What would my dream 
Kolter garden space look like? What could we do better? How could 
we create a even more useful and purposeful space?” Pilar continued, 
“I started with searching designs and literally cut and pasted them 
together. I had no idea if my ideas were feasible or not, but we had to 
start somewhere.”

Following Pilar’s presentation of possible garden layouts, the Kolter 
Grassroom Committee was formed, chaired by fellow Kolter parent 
Rysse Goldfarb. They connected with, Clark Condon, who graciously 
offered their design services pro-bono. Professional Licensed Architects 
Elizabeth Gilbert and Brendan Cloney have been instrumental in 
helping Kolter take their concepts and create comprehensive plans that 
will capture the imagination of students, staff, and community alike. 
“Clark Condon is excited to help Kolter give the students this important 
connection with nature.       
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Continued on Page 9

"...The Grassroom..." Continued from Page 7

This community’s dedication to creating an interactive outdoor 
education space for the students is inspiring,” said Elizabeth 
Gilbert. Clark Condon has also assisted with breaking the project 
up into various phases to help set fundraising goals.

“ ‘The Grassroom,’ will incorporate ALL the spaces - not 
only the garden, but also the prairie, pond, and new orchard 
and butterfly garden as well as the outdoor covered classroom. 
‘The Grassroom’ won’t be built overnight, but it is certainly 
something to look forward to,” added Kolter PTO President, 
Margaret Flippen.

It is their hope that after the new Kolter building has been 
completed by HISD in June of 2020, they can begin work on 
phase one of “The Grasssroom.” The initial phase of the project 
will include demolishing what remains of the original Kolter 
garden, laying the groundwork for the plumbing to support 
irrigation, creating amphitheater-shaped raised beds for the 
new vegetable garden, a fruit orchard, repairing and resurfacing 
the covered classroom under the existing pavilion, and creating 
accessible pathways. “I am thrilled that the Kolter PTO has taken 
on this project to bring back our outdoor learning opportunities 
for our students and future Kolter Cougars. I truly hope we 
are able to complete all phases of ‘The Grassroom’ and have 
our outdoor learning areas be as special as our new building 
promises to be,” added Kolter Elementary school principal, 
Julie Dickinson.
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"...The Grassroom..." Continued from Page 8

 The orchard and butterfly gardens are new additions to 
the outdoor learning spaces. “During our three year stay at 
our temporary campus we call ‘Kolter North’ in Bellaire, we 
partnered with Houston Museum of Natural Science to create 
a robust butterfly garden. The students have really enjoyed 
learning about the lifecycles of the insects who visit this small 
garden and we couldn’t bear the thought of leaving it behind. 
As a result, we wanted to be sure to incorporate a butterfly 
garden into ‘The Grassroom.’ In a way through the creation of 
a butterfly garden as part of ‘The Grassroom,’ we will be able to 
tie all three of Kolter’s campuses back together,” noted Pilar. “We 
decided to add a orchard because we have the space and what was 
missing before was well-chosen and carefully maintained fruit 
trees. They are familiar to the students and therefore effective 
in teaching them the connection between planting and eating.”

Of course, turning these ambitious plans into reality will 
require dedicated fundraising campaigns. Immediately prior 
to the HISD school district closing down until further notice 
due to Covid-19, the school held a fun run to raise money for 
“The Grassroom” spaces. Children solicited sponsors and were 
encouraged to run 30-35 laps to earn funds. The school has also 

received a donation from Westbury United Methodist Church’s 
Harvey Fund, which has been designated to the development 
of “The Grassroom.” They are extremely grateful for these 
efforts and are also actively pursing grant options and seeking 
community partners willing to work with the school’s PTO to 
raise the remaining funds needed to complete their vision. If 
you are interested in learning more about how to partner with 
Kolter on this project, please go to https://kolterpto.com/the-
grassroom/.

For Interview Requests: Please Contact Rysse Goldfarb,
thegrassroom@kolterpto.com
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The Messenger is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any homeowners 
association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may 
be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will 
any source be allowed to use The Messenger contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. 
The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. The Messenger 
is an independent publication serving the Meyerland community. At no time will any source 
be allowed to use The Messenger's contents, or loan said contents, to others in any way, shape 
or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, 
Inc. The information in the Messenger Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not 
responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher 
also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any 
such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure to 
place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher assumes 
no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited 
to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a printed 
retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential 
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure 
to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities 
stated above.
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