FAIR OAKS RANCH

June 2020

Volume 10 Issue 6
N E WS FO R T H E R E SI DE N TS O F FA I R OA KS R A N C H

FROM THE MAYOR'S DESK | JUNE 2020
Planning and Zoning Commission
The P&Z and City Council had a joint public hearing on May
14, 2020 to receive public testimony on a proposed amendment
to the Comprehensive Plan to change the land use classification on
The Arbors Phase 2 and 3 from Neighborhood Residential (NR) to
Existing Residential (R1). A second joint public hearing was held on
this property the same night to receive public testimony on a zone
change request from SF Fair Oaks Development LLC, applicant and
property owner, to change the zoning classification from Neighborhood
Residential (NR) to Existing Residential 1 (R1). The purpose for both
of these proposed changes was to conform the land use classification
and zoning classification for these two phases to the Development
Agreement entered into between the property owner and the city in
2016 and to get it into conformance with the classifications already
in place for Phase 1 of The Arbors.
Following the joint public hearing, the council members left the
meeting and the P&Z convened their regular meeting to consider
these requests. Both requests were approved by the P&Z and will be
presented with an approval recommendation at the May 21st council
meeting. City Council is the final approval on these types of changes.
We will likely see more of these types of meetings in the future as
developments are done.
I appreciated the efforts of both groups in conducting these joint
meetings. For P&Z, this was a new experience in conducting the
meeting via a telephone bridge line. We are all getting quite a bit
of experience in conducting meetings in a new way courtesy of the
COVID-19 issue.
We also appreciated the participation of Mr. C. A. Elder, the
developer for The Arbors. C. A. worked very well with our community
four years ago when we both annexed The Arbors property and entered
into the Development Agreement. Many of you will remember that
the developer conveyed a 75 acre nature preserve behind The Arbors
to Fair Oaks Ranch Homeowners Association. C. A. did more than
he promised to do in developing the trails for the nature preserve.
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He built more trails than originally conceived and he worked with
some volunteer naturalists to route the trails to minimize the impact
on both the land and the wildlife. As Councilman Hartpence put it
in our public hearing, this development was a “win/win” situation.
Declaration of Local Disaster Extended Again
Most of you are getting pretty familiar with the drill where the
Governor updates his Executive Order, the Bexar County Judge
updates his, and we update ours. The latest update and extension will
be presented to Council on May 21st and we will propose to extend
the declaration to June 4th which is our next council meeting. This
declaration is much simpler in that it just references the Governor’s
orders and does not attach any local orders. In terms of format this
is very similar to Judge Wolff’s latest Executive Order NW-08. These
declarations are necessary to keep us in compliance and to make us
eligible for possible funding of COVID-19 related expenses. Stay tuned
as our handling of the disaster continues unfolding.
Water Rights Project
Although the case is currently set for trial in July (COVID-19
notwithstanding), the City has recently filed a motion for summary
judgment asking the Court to rule, as a matter of law, that the City
owns the well and sanitary control easements. Our attorneys tell us that
they are cautiously optimistic about the City’s chances of prevailing
on this summary judgment motion. If that should happen, no trial to
establish the city’s right to access and use the well would be necessary.
While the Caldarolas could appeal such a ruling, it will be difficult for
them to overturn same. The court will hear and decide on the motion
on June 8th (or soon thereafter). The Caldarolas have not filed their
response to the motion. They must do that by June 1.
The surveyors have completed most of their field work in redoing
the surveys of the wells and sanitary control easements. Subsequent to
receiving the surveys, the next steps will be reviewing these documents
with the property owners prior to filing them of record. We are down to
the last couple of property owners needing to sign documents to grant
(Continued on Page 3)
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the surveyors access, which the city has a legal right to do. Hopefully,
it will not be necessary to go to court with any property owners just
to gain access to do a survey. Letters to impacted property owners
will be mailed upon the city’s receipt of complete survey documents.
Tobin Maples, our City Manager, asks anyone needing to discuss
specific issues with him to please call him at City Hall at 210-6980900 or email him at tmaples@fairoaksranchtx.org. Additionally, our
Special Legal Counsel is available to answer questions (Rhonda Jolley
at 210-598-5406 or Joe Davis at 210-598-5414).
Ordinance Related to Public Health Emergency
As of the time I am writing to you, we still have four confirmed
cases in Fair Oaks Ranch (2 in Comal, 1 in Bexar, and 1 in Kendall).
Three of those cases are still active and one case, thankfully, is in
“recovered” status. There are also three additional cases of residents
under monitoring in our city.
We are evaluating the eventual reopening of City Hall. At this point,
I think this is likely to happen sometime in June. We will establish
protocols to provide for the safety of both our residents and our city
employees. I am very proud of the resourcefulness of our city employees
who have managed our business remotely and on skeleton crews
during this pandemic. I am also very proud of our residents and the
companies with which we do business who have been understanding
and have worked shoulder to shoulder with us to maintain safety for
all of us while conducting essential business.
Essential Services
We are now at the point where basically all businesses in Fair Oaks
Ranch have been allowed to open at some level of service. We have had
good cooperation with our business owners and our police department
has managed the emergency role of advising owners of protocols and, in
some cases, providing them with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).
Given the news coverage from some of the other states, it is a source
of pride that we can work on a “good neighbor” basis with each other
and navigate through this difficult time without a bunch of drama.
Who is that masked man?
It might be your mayor. We are still urging everyone to wear a face
covering when in public places where maintaining social distancing
is difficult. I’m still wearing mine and I hope you are doing the same.
We did have a little bit of fun with the face masks in our Emergency
Operation meeting at the city. Dedie located some burnt orange
material with Texas Longhorn logos as part of the design. I had several
face coverings made up by one of our friends. We ambushed Tobin
Maples, our city manager, who is a good Aggie, with three of us showing
up at the meeting wearing the masks. He responded a couple of days
later by showing up with a Texas A&M bandanna and playing “The
Aggie War Hymn” on his cell phone. Jim Earl, our Building Official,
and also a Texas Aggie, sang the Aggie song for us. Even in these serious
times, we have to look for a bit of humor.
Economic/Taxation Issues Related to Coronavirus Pandemic
I mentioned last month that I had co-signed a letter with the Kendall
County Judge, the Mayor of Boerne, and the Superintendents of the
school districts serving this area urging the Governor to consider leaving
(Continued on Page 4)
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCIES NUMBERS
EMERGENCY....................................................................... 911
Fire.......................................................................................... 911
Ambulance.............................................................................. 911
Fair Oaks Ranch Police Department........................210-698-0990
Animal Control.......................................................210-698-0990
SCHOOLS
Boerne ISD.................................................... www.boerne-isd.net
Fair Oaks Ranch Elementary...................................210-698-1616
UTILITIES
Allied Waste Services - Garbage & Recycling...........210-648-5222
AT&T - Telephone..................................................800-464-7928
CPSEnergy..........................................(new service) 210-353-2222
.....................................(service trouble or repairs) 210-353-4357
Fair Oaks Ranch Utilities - Water............................210-698-7685
GVTC - Cable & Telephone...................................800-367-4882
Pedernales Electric Co-op........................................888-554-4732
Time Warner - Cable...............................................210-244-0500
OTHER
United States Post Office
607 E. Blanco. Rd. - Boerne, TX.........................830-249-2414
..............................(delivery info, stops, fwds, ect.) 830-249-9303
5837 De Zavala Rd - San Antonio, TX................210-641-0248

ADVERTISING INFO
Please support the advertisers that make Fair Oaks Gazette
possible. If you would like to support the newsletter by advertising,
please contact our sales office at 888-687-6444 or advertising@
peelinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of the month prior
to the issue.
The Fair Oaks Gazette is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any
homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any
publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or
organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use The Fair Oaks Gazette contents,
or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nwor in any media, website,
print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial
use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the
newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.
Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy
of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility
for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations made
in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its
content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure to
place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher assumes
no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited to
the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/
correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure to
publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated
above.
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tax valuations at last year’s level. The valuations are set as of January 1st
which is pre-COVID-19. This could result in increased appraised tax
values at a time when there is a risk property values will drop.
Apparently we did not get a response to this letter. The appraised
values being sent out seem to be showing higher values.
There are many stories making the rounds about taxation. I got a
letter from a State Representative suggesting that cities should cut
their budgets and/or their tax rates. To me, this letter indicated a
fundamental lack of understanding of the basic economic principle
that there are no free lunches. In particular, for a city like us that
funds only the most basic services (water, wastewater, public safety,
roads), asking us to cut our budgets is asking our residents to tolerate a
decrease in their quality of life. I do not recall seeing the state offering
to cut sales taxes.
Similarly, I have personally observed the state discouraging property
valuation approaches that would result in more realistic appraised
values. The Tom Green County Appraisal District, where my mother
has a rental house in San Angelo, had adopted an alternative valuation
methodology based on the market rental rate. In the “oil patch”
depressed rental market in San Angelo that methodology resulted in
a substantial valuation decrease in my mother’s home value and the
property taxes. This more fairly reflected the economic value of a home
being used as a rental.
This past year, the State Comptroller’s office told them they could not
use that valuation methodology any longer. When I got the appraised
value a few days ago, we were right back to the same unrealistic
appraised value we had before this ruling.
In another letter in which Governor Abbott was responding to
a group of state legislators seeking tax relief at the state level, he
commented that local governments set the property tax rates, and that
we are the ones responsible for increases or decreases in property taxes.
The Governor went on to comment that the state had taken the step
of reducing school property tax rates.
The actions taken by the state in my example above shows that there
is clearly influence on property tax rates at the state level. The example
of school property tax rates failed to mention that the property tax
rate reduction for schools was made possible by the state providing
greater funding for public schools out of their budget. If they would
like to help fund city operations out of their state budget, we could cut
our tax rates too. I am not advocating for this. I am just pointing out
that, as taxpayers, we need to examine with a critical eye how taxation
decisions are made and who really controls taxation.
You Count!!!
You only count if you complete your CENSUS!! If you have not
done your census, please get on line and make it happen. It took Dedie
and me about 10 minutes.
Backflow Prevention Program Updates
Thanks to all of you who have complied thus far. Please remember
that the deadline for initial testing is September 30, 2020. If you have
any questions regarding your backflow prevention assembly, please
contact the City’s Environmental Compliance Manager, Melissa
Castro, at 210-698-0900.
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Fourth of July
We have had some discussions around city hall and with our council
members and decided that, especially this year, our community needs
to come together to honor all of our local heroes who have been dealing
with this pandemic. We have many local heroes including our medical
community, our first responders, people running our emergency
network, the many merchants and service people in grocery stores,
restaurants and other businesses, and the governmental employees who
have continued providing services during the pandemic.
We will do this properly with precautions to avoid spreading the
virus. The celebration will probably look different this year because
we do not want to go backwards on controlling the pandemic. It is
important that we keep our spirits up by celebrating what we have
accomplished thus far in dealing with this pandemic and committing
to finishing the job, for there is much left to do. It is also a time to
remember those we have lost as a result of the pandemic. We have
reserved a time for a fireworks show and will be getting back to you
with more details as we get closer. Tentatively, we are looking at the
evening of the 3rd of July like we did last year.
Resident Volunteers/City Staffers at Work
• Facebook fans can find us at City of Fair Oaks Ranch, TX. Our
page is used for sharing information about the city, but it is not a public
forum. The page is monitored and objectionable or off topic material
will be removed. In the last month we reached almost 9,000 people
with our posts. More than 3,000 people reacted to the postings by
liking, sharing, or posting them. We have had 26 new page likes and
29 new page followers in the past month.
• We now have more than 2,000 followers on our Facebook page.
This is a significant milestone and I congratulate Jennifer Hudson
and Joanna Merrill for achieving this increased readership in their
communications work. We also added 77 new members to our
Nextdoor reach and had more than 1,300 impressions on this tool
during the month.
• Jennifer and Joanna also worked very diligently to put together a
parade honoring elementary, high school, and college graduates in our
community on May 23rd. This will really be kind of an inverse parade
where the graduates and their families will be on the boulevard of Fair
Oaks Parkway and friends and family will pass by with police escort. We
are very proud of all of our graduates and wanted to recognize them.
Thank goodness we are still a small enough city to be able to do this!
• The police department also helped celebrate birthdays for a number
of residents, both young and old, during the month. Officer Hinojosa
arranged for some birthday recognition for more than 40 households
in which our officers did a “drive by” complete with lights and sirens.
Let’s keep working as “good neighbors” to get through this terrible
pandemic and reclaim our very good lives. I have seen many signs of
people caring for each other and that is what makes us special as a city.
All the best to all of you from Dedie and me.
Garry Manitzas
Mayor
Fair Oaks Ranch
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FAIR OAKS RANCH

Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

Fair Oaks Gazette - June 2020

5

FAIR OAKS RANCH
PEARLS “THE QUEEN OF GEMS”
Pearls are the only gemstones made by living creatures. Mollusks
produce pearls by depositing layers of calcium carbonate around
microscopic irritants that get lodged in their shells, usually not
a grain of sand as commonly believed.
While any shelled mollusk can technically make a pearl, only
two groups of bivalve mollusks (or clams) use mother-of-pearl to
create the iridescent “nacreous” pearls that are valued in jewelry.
These rare gemstones don’t require any polishing to reveal their
natural luster.
Appropriately, the name “pearl” comes from the Old French
perle, from the Latin perna meaning “leg,” referencing the leg-ofmutton shape of an open mollusk shell. Because perfectly round,
smooth natural pearls are so uncommon, the word “pearl” can
refer to anything rare and valuable.
The rarest and most expensive pearls are natural pearls made
in the wild, without human interference. The majority of pearls
sold today are cultured or farmed by implanting a grafted piece
of shell (and sometimes a round bead) into pearl oysters or
freshwater pearl mussels.
Pearls are very soft, ranging between 2.5 and 4.5 on the Mohs
scale. They are sensitive to extreme heat and acidity; in fact,
calcium carbonate is so susceptible to acid that authentic pearls
will dissolve in vinegar.
The finest pearls have a naturally reflective luster, making them
appear creamy white with an iridescent sheen that casts many
colorful hues.
Cultured freshwater pearls can also be dyed yellow, green, blue,
brown, pink, purple or black.
Black pearls, which are mostly cultured because they are so
rare in nature—aren’t actually black but rather green, purple,
blue or silver.
Pearls used to be found in many parts of the world, but natural
pearling is now confined to the Persian Gulf waters near Bahrain.
Australia owns one of the world’s last remaining pearl diving fleets
and still harvests natural pearls from the Indian Ocean.
Today, most freshwater cultured pearls come from China.
South Sea pearls are cultured along the northwestern coastline
of Australia, the Philippines, and Indonesia.
PEARL HISTORY AND LORE
Pearls have been used as adornment for centuries, at least as
far back as ancient Greece, where they believed pearls were the
tears of the gods. The oldest known pearl jewelry was discovered
in the sarcophagus of a Persian princess who died in 520 B.C.
Ancient Japanese folktales told that pearls were created from
the tears of mythical creatures like mermaids and nymphs. Early
Chinese civilizations believed that dragons carried pearls between
their teeth and the dragon must be slain to claim the pearls, which
symbolized wisdom.
Other cultures associated pearls with the moon, calling them
"teardrops of the moon." Hindu folklore explained that dewdrops
6

Fair Oaks Gazette - June 2020

fell from the moon into the sea, and Krishna picked one for his
daughter on her wedding day.
Because natural pearls were so rare throughout history, only the
richest nobles could afford them. During the Byzantine Empire,
rules dictated that only the emperor was allowed to wear these
treasured gemstones. Ancient Egyptians were often buried with
their prized pearls.
Tudor England was known as the Pearl Age because of the
stone’s popularity with the upper class during the sixteenth
century. Portraits showed royals wearing pearl jewelry and clothing
adorned with pearls.
Pearls became more accessible in the early 1900s when the first
commercial culturing of saltwater pearls began in Asia. Since the
1920s, cultured pearls have almost completely replaced natural
pearls in the market, making this classic gemstone affordable for
nearly any budget.
HOW TO BUY PEARLS
Pearls make the perfect gift for babies born in June or under
the signs of Gemini or Cancer. As ancient symbols of purity and
innocence, pearls are traditionally worn by a bride on her wedding
day, making pearl jewelry a great gift to celebrate a bride-to-be or
a 1st, 3rd, 12th or 30th anniversary.
If you’re shopping for perfectly round natural pearls, you’ll need
patience and a large pocketbook. Most pearls on the market today
are produced through culturing, giving pearl buyers a wealth of
options.
Most freshwater cultured pearls are made in China, while
common saltwater cultured pearls include Akoya, white or golden
South Sea, and black Tahitian. Colors can range from creamy white
to pink, yellow, brown, purple, blue, green, silver or an iridescent
(Continued on Page 7)
Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

FAIR OAKS RANCH
(Continued from Page 6)
rainbow of hues like a peacock.
Pearls are one of few gemstones not measured by carats. Luster
is the most important aspect of choosing a pearl. The finest pearls
are metallic and reflective like mirrors.
Pearls can range in size from 3mm to 13mm. Because pearls do
not require polishing or faceting like most gemstones, finding a
pair of pearls that match perfectly in size, color and luster can be
more difficult and more expensive. A matched strand of natural
pearls may sell for hundreds of thousands (if not millions) of dollars.
Beware of imitation pearls or shell pearls, which are made from
conch shells or glass coated with a solution containing fish scales.
Rubbing two pearls together will reveal if they are smooth imitation
stones, or if they feel gritty from the nacre that comprises natural
and cultured pearls.
Expert gemologists can distinguish natural pearls from cultured
pearls by using gemological X-ray equipment. Natural pearls consist
entirely of concentric growth rings, while cultured pearls have a
solid nucleus of the bead or shell that was implanted to stimulate
pearl production.

The Importance of
Reading

One of our parenting classes was about the importance of reading
to their children. These two families took our advice. It\'s one of the
best ways to develop the brain, spark the imagination, and broaden
vocabulary. These children are loving the stimulation.

Courtesy of the American Gem Society.
Visit: AmericanGemSociety.org

TEENAGE JOB SEEKERS

		
Baby Pet House Yard
Name

Age

Sit

Sit

Sit

Work

Phone

Becker, Mallory.........................17............................ •............•.................... 830-981-8161
Buie, Morgan*+.........................15.............. •............ •................................. 830-431-5038
De Acetis, Mary*+~...................17.............. •............ •................................. 830-388-2362
Gerhart, Andrew....................................................... •............•...............•.... 830-431-0536
Gerhart, Jacob........................................................... •............•...............•.... 830-499-3203
Gerhart, Thomas....................................................... •............•...............•.... 830-499-3203
Gordon, Jesselyn.......................16............................ •............•.................... 210-698-1138
Gibbs, Madilyn*+......................15.............. •............ •............•.................... 830-388-0397
Gidens, Abbey*~.......................16.............. •............ •................................. 210-912-9544
Harris, Sophie*..........................13.............. •............................................... 830-755-5393
Hernandez, Hailey....................15............................ •............•.................... 210-789-2940
Hernandez, Kandice..................17............................ •............•.................... 210-789-2940
Hotea, Sophia #........................15.............. •............................................... 210-264-7171
Lester, Zachary..........................15............................ •............................•.... 210-427-9270
Nevarez, Jacquelyn....................15.............. •............................................... 210-860-8500
Nevarez, Jocelyn........................15.............. •............................................... 210-860-8500
Nilsson, Noah...........................17.............. •............ •............•.................... 210-667-6910
Sanders, Madison*+..................16.............. •............ •............•.................... 401-447-4752
Williams, Grant........................17..........................................................•.... 210-904-5035
* - CPR Training + - First Aid Training # - Piano Lessons ~ - Lifeguard
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