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APD REPRESENTATIVES
OFFICER JEFFREY BINDER

(covers north of Convict Hill toward William Cannon)
 Desk 512.974.4415 / email: Jeffrey.Binder@austintexas.gov

OFFICER JOSH VISI
(covers south of Convict Hill toward Slaughter)
Desk 512.974.4260 / email: Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us

NEWSLETTER INFO
NEWSLETTER

Articles ..........................................legendoaks@peelinc.com

PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ........................www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Advertising .........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Legend 
Oaks newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Legend Oaks II residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no 
charge. No homeowners association funds are used to produce or 
mail the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter 
by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of 
each month for the following month's newsletter.

ASSOCIATION CONTACTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President - Duane Pietsch ...............................512-431-7467
..........................................legendoaks2hoa.duane@gmail.com
Secretary - Maria Bergen.......................................919-230-3248
..........................................mariablegendoakshoa2@gmail.com
Director -Nikki Tate....................................512-700-1795
.........................................Legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com

POOL COMMITTEE:
..................................poolcommittee.legendoaks2@gmail.com

RECREATION COMMITTEE:
Suzanne Johnson......................................stoprope@gmail.com

FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Jeffrey Stukuls
Cameron Von Noy

LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE:
Craig Powell........................craig@powelllandscapedesign.com

If anyone would like to join a committee, they can contact 
Legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com

mailto:Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us
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If you are a teenager and want to be included on the 
babysitter/pet sitter/house sitter list or if you are on this list 

and want to update your information,
contact advertising@peelinc.com.

+ CPR TRAINING / FIRST AID TRAINING * HAS REFERENCES

TEENAGE JOB SEEKERS

Collin Erskine ....................15 ...........a ............................a ................... 512-619-5316 

Erica Erskine* ....................17 ...........a ............................a ................... 512-571-6507 

Krista Erskine* ..................19 ...........a .............a ..........a ................... 512-496-1982

Cameron Carr+* ..............17 ...........a ..................................................... 512-587-2474

Samantha Mariotti+ .........15 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-516-5661

Emily Norman ...................18 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-560-7934

Alexis Hall* ........................16 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-433-6300

Samantha Cooke* ............15 ...........a ............................a ..................  512-774-0058

Hannah Griesmer+* ........14 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-547-9016

Julia Schroeder+ ...............13 ...........a ............................a ..................  512-962-1931

  BABY HOUSE PET
NAME AGE SIT SIT SIT PHONE

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE

RIVER OTTERS
By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

Most people assume that the animal they are seeing in area lakes and 
streams is a beaver but it could be a river otter. Most people don’t realize 
that we have otters in our area.

River otters are fascinating little creatures. They are semi-aquatic 
spending about two-thirds of their time on land and the other third in 
the water. They live in dens called holts, near water, that have several 
tunnel openings with at least one leading them directly to a lake, stream, 
inland wetland or marsh. Their webbed feet and powerful tails make 
them strong swimmers. When they’re in the water, their nostrils and 
ears close to keep water out. They have a third eyelid, or nictitating 
membrane, that acts like the goggles we wear when we swim. It protects 
the eyes and helps them to see underwater. They can dive up to 60 feet 
and can hold their breath for up to eight minutes.

The diet of the river otter is mainly made up of aquatic organisms 
including fish, turtles, frogs, crayfish, etc. but since they’re semi-aquatic, 
they’ve also been known to eat small mammals like squirrels and mice.

River otters are good communicators and have a variety of 
vocalizations. They yelp, whistle, growl and chirp and when threatened, 
they emit a scream that can be heard up to a mile and a half away!

Although they live alone or in pairs, river otters are very social and 

playful—guess you could call them party animals. The playful furballs 
roll down hills, juggle pebbles, wrestle, frolic in the water and even build 
themselves slides along the banks of rivers.

If you need assistance with an injured, orphaned or displaced animal, 
give us a call. In most cases, the animal doesn’t need rescuing but we 
will help you make that determination. If the animal does need help, 
we will walk you through the process to keep both you and the animal 
safe. Our phone number is 713.468.TWRC. Our website has helpful 
information as well.

www.twrcwildlifecenter.org
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Lettuce Recycle!
by Dena Houston

THE RECYCLED ORCHESTRA

Cateura is one of the poorest “slum” villages in Paraguay. It is 
located at the edge of Paraguay’s largest landfill into which three 
million pounds of trash are dumped daily.

This village suffers from severe poverty, lack of education among 
the young, high drug use, and a dangerously polluted water supply. 
When it rains in Cateura, the streets become a sea of trash.

Most of the people in the village make their living as “trash 
pickers,” earning five cents a pound for cardboard and ten cents 
a pound for plastic. In 2006, an environmental engineer named 
Favio Chavez went to Cateura to teach the trash pickers about 
recycling safety. He was also a musician and decided to teach 
music lessons to the children. He taught them outside, next to 
the landfill, in the heat and in the pouring rain. At first, he had 
two violins and three guitars for the 10 children who signed up. 
The kids had to share the instruments. They could not take them 
home to practice because the instruments were so valuable—more 
valuable than the houses the kids lived in—that they would surely 
be stolen.

Chavez asked one of the “pickers,” Cola Gomez, to help build 
some more instruments. Cola picked through the trash and found 
an old drum with a hole in it. He found X-ray film to cover the 
hole so the kids could play it. He made a violin for Ada Rios using 
a bent fork, metal sheets from a flattened paint can, and other 
recycled items. The story of Ada Rios is captured in a wonderful 
children’s book called Ada’s Violin.

Cola started experimenting with other materials to build 
instruments—water pipes became flutes, packing crates became 
guitars. He made a cello from an oil drum, a spoon, and the heel 
of a shoe.

Tito Romero put together trumpets, flutes, and trombones. 
He made a saxophone from a drainpipe, melted copper, spoon 
handles, cans, and bottle caps.

Soon, the orchestra performed concerts in Cateura and then 
in the capital of Asuncion. The audiences loved the orchestra 
and The Recycled Orchestra started to get invited to different 
countries. You can hear them perform at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=MkTQQ0m8Ys8.

Playing in the orchestra has changed the lives of many of the 
children in the village. Money from the concerts has helped the 
families build new and safer homes.

What started as a music class for 10 students has grown into 
a traveling orchestra and music school with 200 students and 
25 instructors. Quoting Favio, “The world sends us garbage. We 
send back music.”

You can see a short documentary about the Recycled Orchestra 
(also called Landfill Harmonics at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yYbORpgSmjg.

References for this article:
• September 14, 2016, NPR’s All Things Considered – “From 

Trash to Triumph: The Recycled Orchestra”
• September 2019 Issue of Muse Magazine – “From Trash to 

Tunes”

PLEASE REMEMBER – WHEN 
IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!!!
Here is a very informative City of Austin recycling website: 

http://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do.
Stay tuned for future tips that will include creative ways to 

recycle or reuse. If you have any questions or recycling ideas, 
please send them to:

recycling@hpwbana.org.
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Legend Oaks newlsetter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is 
not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to 
the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use The Legend Oaks newlsetter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, 
or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel, Inc.
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