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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

RIVER REVIEW

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

EMERGENCY...................................................................... 911
Fire...................................................................................... 911
Ambulance.......................................................................... 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency...................................512-974-0845
Hudson Bend Fire and EMS
Emergencies....................................................512-266-1775
Information......................................................512-266-2533
SCHOOLS
Leander ISD..............................................................512-570-0000
Cedar Park High School..........................................512-570-1200
Vandegrift High School...........................................512-570-2300
Four Points Middle School......................................512-570-3700
River Place Elementary............................................512-570-6900
UTILITIES
River Place MUD................................................512-246-0498
City of Austin Electric........................................512-494-9400
Texas Gas Service
Custom Service........................................... 1-800-700-2443
Emergencies....................................................512-370-8609
Call Before You Dig........................................512-472-2822
AT&T
New Service................................................ 1-800-464-7928
Repair.......................................................... 1-800-246-8464
Billing.......................................................... 1-800-858-7928
Time Warner Cable
Customer Service............................................512-485-5555
Repairs.............................................................512-485-5080
IESI (Trash).........................................................512-282-3508
OTHER NUMBERS
River Place Postal Office....................................512-345-9739
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc...............................................................512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......................... riverreview@peelinc.com
Advertising....................................... advertising@peelinc.com

ADVERTISING INFO

Please support the advertisers that make River Review possible.
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales office at
512-263-9181 or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising deadline
is the 8th of the month prior to the issue.

ARTICLE INFO

The River Review is mailed monthly to all River Place residents.
Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are welcome to include
information about their organizations in the newsletter. Personal
news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special
celebrations, and birthday announcements are also welcome.
To submit an article for the River Review please email it to
riverreview@peelinc.com. The deadline is the 15th of the month prior
to the issue.
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RIVER REVIEW
wizard lizards
by Jim and Lynne Weber

‘Horny toad’ is the colloquial name for three species of horned
lizards that are present in Texas. The Texas Horned Lizard
(Phrynosoma cornutum) is the only one found in our area, with
the Round-tailed Horned Lizard (P. modestum) occurring in
West Texas and the Panhandle, and the Greater Short-horned
Lizard (P. hernandesi) restricted to the higher elevations in the
Trans-Pecos. All three species are protected by the state of Texas,
with the Texas Horned Lizard being the first species in Texas to
be granted this status.
With a proportionally small, spiny head with a blunt snout, a
distinctly flattened body fringed with a double row of spiny scales,
the dorsal or top side of the Texas Horned Lizard is covered with
numerous small scales, each keeled or ridged down the center
making them rough to the touch. The back of its head is bordered
with 8 enlarged spines, four on each side, with the middle pair
being the largest and often referred to as the lizard’s ‘horns.’ Its
overall color is gray or tan, with a light line down the center of
its back, and a series of light-bordered brown spots on either side
of the center line.
Active from late February to October, the Texas Horned Lizard
is a strict dietary specialist, feeding almost exclusively of native
harvester ants in the genus Pogonomyrmex. Estimates show that
one lizard requires 20 ant colonies,
it on
willJuneberry
feed by Cove
moving
Dave &and
Mary
from one colony to the next, consuming about 20 or so ants at
each. These lizards are wizards at avoiding predators, having a wide
variety of defenses. They can flatten themselves against the ground
and easily blend into a substrate or forcibly stab their head spines
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into the mouth of a predator, but the most fascinating defense is
the ability to squirt blood from the corners of their eyes. They can
aim a jet of blood directly into the face of a predator, and their
blood elicits a powerful distaste that coyotes, foxes, bobcats, and
even mountain lions cannot tolerate.
In the past, the Texas Horned Lizard was present in all parts of
Texas except for the southeast and the extreme northeast portions
of Texas. Populations began to decline after huge numbers of these
lizards were shipped across the country as part of the commercial
reptile trade, only to perish due to the lack of harvester ants as a
main staple of their diet. Since then, the decline has continued,
mainly as a result of broad pesticide use to control imported red
fire ants that has also resulted in the loss of harvester ants from
the landscape. Today, these lizards have largely been extirpated
east of I-35 and I-37, except in a few localities with sandy soil.
If you’d like to get involved in helping Texas Parks & Wildlife
gather information on the presence, abundance and decline of
this species, join the citizens science project by the Texas Nature
Trackers called the Texas Horned Lizard Watch, which is available
on their website.
Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com
and we’ll
our3)best to answer them. If you enjoy reading
(Continued
ondo
Page
(Continued
on Page 3)
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch
Austin, Nature
Watch Big Bend, and Native Host Plants for Texas Butterflies,
(all published by Texas A&M University Press), and our blog at
naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.
Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

RIVER REVIEW

Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

River Review - September 2020

5

RIVER REVIEW
The River Review is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the River
Review contents, or loan said contents, to others in any way, shape or form, nor in
any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose
of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission
from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use
of Peel, Inc.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees.
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes,
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner,
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

6

River Review - September 2020

RIVER OTTERS
By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

Most people assume that the animal they are seeing in area
lakes and streams is a beaver but it could be a river otter. Most
people don’t realize that we have otters in our area.
River otters are fascinating little creatures. They are semiaquatic spending about two-thirds of their time on land and
the other third in the water. They live in dens called holts, near
water, that have several tunnel openings with at least one leading
them directly to a lake, stream, inland wetland or marsh. Their
webbed feet and powerful tails make them strong swimmers.
When they’re in the water, their nostrils and ears close to keep
water out. They have a third eyelid, or nictitating membrane,
that acts like the goggles we wear when we swim. It protects the
eyes and helps them to see underwater. They can dive up to 60
feet and can hold their breath for up to eight minutes.
The diet of the river otter is mainly made up of aquatic
organisms including fish, turtles, frogs, crayfish, etc. but since
they’re semi-aquatic, they’ve also been known to eat small
mammals like squirrels and mice.
River otters are good communicators and have a variety of
vocalizations. They yelp, whistle, growl and chirp and when
threatened, they emit a scream that can be heard up to a mile
and a half away!
Although they live alone or in pairs, river otters are very
social and playful—guess you could call them party animals.
The playful furballs roll down hills, juggle pebbles, wrestle,
frolic in the water and even build themselves slides along the
banks of rivers.
If you need assistance with an injured, orphaned or displaced
animal, give us a call. In most cases, the animal doesn’t need
rescuing but we will help you make that determination. If the
animal does need help, we will walk you through the process
to keep both you and the animal safe. Our phone number is
713.468.TWRC. Our website has helpful information as well.
www.twrcwildlifecenter.org
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