
Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.	 The Gazette - September 2020     1

by Jim and Lynne Weber

wizard lizards

‘Horny toad’ is the colloquial name for three species of horned 
lizards that are present in Texas. The Texas Horned Lizard 
(Phrynosoma cornutum) is the only one found in our area, with 
the Round-tailed Horned Lizard (P. modestum) occurring in 
West Texas and the Panhandle, and the Greater Short-horned 
Lizard (P. hernandesi) restricted to the higher elevations in the 
Trans-Pecos. All three species are protected by the state of Texas, 
with the Texas Horned Lizard being the first species in Texas to 
be granted this status.

With a proportionally small, spiny head with a blunt snout, a 
distinctly flattened body fringed with a double row of spiny scales, 
the dorsal or top side of the Texas Horned Lizard is covered with 
numerous small scales, each keeled or ridged down the center 
making them rough to the touch. The back of its head is bordered 
with 8 enlarged spines, four on each side, with the middle pair 
being the largest and often referred to as the lizard’s ‘horns.’ Its 
overall color is gray or tan, with a light line down the center of 
its back, and a series of light-bordered brown spots on either side 
of the center line.

Active from late February to October, the Texas Horned Lizard 
is a strict dietary specialist, feeding almost exclusively of native 

harvester ants in the genus Pogonomyrmex. Estimates show that 
one lizard requires 20 ant colonies, and it will feed by moving 
from one colony to the next, consuming about 20 or so ants at 
each. These lizards are wizards at avoiding predators, having a wide 
variety of defenses. They can flatten themselves against the ground 
and easily blend into a substrate or forcibly stab their head spines 
into the mouth of a predator, but the most fascinating defense is 
the ability to squirt blood from the corners of their eyes. They can 
aim a jet of blood directly into the face of a predator, and their 
blood elicits a powerful distaste that coyotes, foxes, bobcats, and 
even mountain lions cannot tolerate.

In the past, the Texas Horned Lizard was present in all parts of 
Texas except for the southeast and the extreme northeast portions 
of Texas. Populations began to decline after huge numbers of these 
lizards were shipped across the country as part of the commercial 
reptile trade, only to perish due to the lack of harvester ants as a 
main staple of their diet. Since then, the decline has continued, 
mainly as a result of broad pesticide use to control imported red 
fire ants that has also resulted in the loss of harvester ants from 
the landscape. Today, these lizards have largely been extirpated 
east of I-35 and I-37, except in a few localities with sandy soil. 
If you’d like to get involved in helping Texas Parks & Wildlife 
gather information on the presence, abundance and decline of 
this species, join the citizens science project by the Texas Nature 
Trackers called the Texas Horned Lizard Watch, which is available 
on their website.

Send your nature-related questions to naturewatch@austin.
rr.com and we’ll do our best to answer them. If you enjoy reading 
these articles, check out our books, Nature Watch Austin, Nature 
Watch Big Bend, and Native Host Plants for Texas Butterflies, 
(all published by Texas A&M University Press), and our blog at 
naturewatchaustin.blogspot.com.
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EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY........................................................... 911
Fire.............................................................................. 911
Ambulance.................................................................. 911
Sheriff – Non-Emergency............................512-974-0845
SCHOOLS
Elementary
	 Clayton....................................................512-841-9200
	 Kiker........................................................512-414-2584
	 Mills........................................................512-841-2400
	 Patton......................................................512-414-1780
Middle
	 Bailey.......................................................512-414-4990
	 Small........................................................512-841-6700
	 Gorzycki..................................................512-841-8600
High School
	 Austin......................................................512-414-2505
	 Bowie.......................................................512-414-5247
UTILITIES
Water/Wastewater
 City of Austin............................................512-972-0101
 City of Austin (billing).............................. 512-494-9400
 Emergency.................................................512-972-1000
Texas State Gas
 Customer Service....................................1-800-700-2443
 Gas related emergency.............................1-800-959-5325
Pedernales Electric Cooperative
 New service, billing....................................512-219-2602
 Problems....................................................512-219-2628
ATT/SBC Telephone
 New Service............................................1-800-288-2020
 Repair.....................................................1-800-246-8464
 Billing.....................................................1-800-288-2020
Allied Waste................................................512-247-5647
Time Warner Cable.....................................512-485-5555
OTHER NUMBERS
Oak Hill Postal Station.............................1-800-275-8777
City of Austin 
 Dead Animal Collection.............................512-494-9400
 Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles....................512-974-8119
 Stop Sign Missing/Damaged......................512-974-2000
 Street Light Outage (report pole#).............512-505-7617
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc.............................................. 512-263-9181
Article Submissions.......... villagegazette@peelinc.com
Advertising........................advertising@PEELinc.com

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Villages Of Western Oaks newlsetter is a private publication published by Peel, 
Inc. It is not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it 
subject to the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it 
intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on 
behalf of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source 
be allowed to use The Villages Of Western Oaks newlsetter contents, or loan said 
contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, 
e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, 
or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in 
the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.
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Lettuce Recycle!
by Dena Houston

THE RECYCLED ORCHESTRA

Cateura is one of the poorest “slum” villages in Paraguay. It is 
located at the edge of Paraguay’s largest landfill into which three 
million pounds of trash are dumped daily.

This village suffers from severe poverty, lack of education among 
the young, high drug use, and a dangerously polluted water supply. 
When it rains in Cateura, the streets become a sea of trash.

Most of the people in the village make their living as “trash 
pickers,” earning five cents a pound for cardboard and ten cents 
a pound for plastic. In 2006, an environmental engineer named 
Favio Chavez went to Cateura to teach the trash pickers about 
recycling safety. He was also a musician and decided to teach 
music lessons to the children. He taught them outside, next to 
the landfill, in the heat and in the pouring rain. At first, he had 
two violins and three guitars for the 10 children who signed up. 
The kids had to share the instruments. They could not take them 
home to practice because the instruments were so valuable—more 
valuable than the houses the kids lived in—that they would surely 
be stolen.

Chavez asked one of the “pickers,” Cola Gomez, to help build 
some more instruments. Cola picked through the trash and found 
an old drum with a hole in it. He found X-ray film to cover the 
hole so the kids could play it. He made a violin for Ada Rios using 
a bent fork, metal sheets from a flattened paint can, and other 
recycled items. The story of Ada Rios is captured in a wonderful 
children’s book called Ada’s Violin.

Cola started experimenting with other materials to build 
instruments—water pipes became flutes, packing crates became 
guitars. He made a cello from an oil drum, a spoon, and the heel 
of a shoe.

Tito Romero put together trumpets, flutes, and trombones. 
He made a saxophone from a drainpipe, melted copper, spoon 
handles, cans, and bottle caps.

Soon, the orchestra performed concerts in Cateura and then 
in the capital of Asuncion. The audiences loved the orchestra 
and The Recycled Orchestra started to get invited to different 
countries. You can hear them perform at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=MkTQQ0m8Ys8.

Playing in the orchestra has changed the lives of many of the 
children in the village. Money from the concerts has helped the 
families build new and safer homes.

What started as a music class for 10 students has grown into 
a traveling orchestra and music school with 200 students and 
25 instructors. Quoting Favio, “The world sends us garbage. We 
send back music.”

You can see a short documentary about the Recycled Orchestra 
(also called Landfill Harmonics at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yYbORpgSmjg.

References for this article:
• September 14, 2016, NPR’s All Things Considered – “From 

Trash to Triumph: The Recycled Orchestra”
• September 2019 Issue of Muse Magazine – “From Trash to 

Tunes”

PLEASE REMEMBER – WHEN 
IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!!!
Here is a very informative City of Austin recycling website: 

http://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do.
Stay tuned for future tips that will include creative ways to 

recycle or reuse. If you have any questions or recycling ideas, 
please send them to:

recycling@hpwbana.org.
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