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Is your child’s workspace working for them?
What is the best way to set up a workspace for a child during remote 

learning due to COVID-19? Creating an effective working space will 
depend on your child’s age, their learning preferences, and the specific 
demands of their curriculum.

It’s important to include your student in making decisions on their 
learning environment. When students are able to make choices in their 
learning, they’re more likely to take ownership of the process, and 
engagement will increase. For students grades K-2, try asking: what 
is your favorite thing about school? What is your favorite thing you 
do in school? Ask older students (grades 3-12) students to describe 
their favorite teacher or classroom. What is it about that space they 
like? When have they felt most successful in their learning? What is 
something that helps them be successful in the classroom? Through 
these discussions, students will often describe their ideal learning 
environment.

In thinking about personalized learning preferences, it’s important 
to consider how to support your child’s learning style by designing an 
environment that meets their needs.

Think about...
The auditory environment:
Have headphones available for them to listen to their teacher or 

participate in virtual classrooms. This may help them to focus. Some 
students may prefer a quiet workspace, while other students need some 
background noise. Consider the use of a white noise machine or soft 
music playing for students who prefer a bit of sound.

The visual environment:
Visual tools for organization are key. If they are in 4th grade and 

under: consider having folders for each subject in a different color 
might be helpful. If they are 5th grade and above: a written agenda 
will help students track what assignments are due, supply reminders, 
and provide a space for important information, - for example, digital 
learning app suggestions, teacher office hours, and log-in information.

The physical environment:
Supply Desk Set Up for all kids, adolescents, teens and even some 

adults! When setting up a workspace it is preferable to set it up in 
a place where it will be quiet and , but also where there is natural 

light. Exposure to natural sunlight wakes up our brain and helps us 
to mentally focus. Have your student help keep the space clean and 
organized. Daily decluttering of the space will help with organization 
of materials. Consider that some students may prefer to sit in a chair 
at a desk, while others may be more productive on the floor or a bed.. 
Students will need frequent breaks in order to move throughout the 
day and should have a few different options of where they can do 
their work. Consider providing “fidget” items that students can use 
while engaged in online learning- small squishy balls, Play-Doh, and 
doodling. Wobble cushions for Pre-K to elementary or a Flex-Space 
ergonomic bounce chair (5 year – adult) may help students or adults 
to pay attention during long Zoom sessions.

Here are some items you may consider purchasing in order to 
organize your student’s workspace:

Acrylic Desktop File, STORI Clear Plastic Hanging File Organizer 
with Handles, Amazon, $20. You can see at a glance what you need 
without having to dig through it. Best of all, it is versatile, has handles 
and is portable from room to room. It can hold hanging files, sort 
working files vertically, hold a 3 ring binder and a legal pad for notes.

• A 1-1/2 inch notebook (with dividers) per child detailing: 
passwords to online platforms, app suggestions per class, emails from 
school that might need to be printed off, Agenda sheets, or college 
applications

• A laptop, Chromebook and Desktop if needed
• Dividers for a 3 ring binder
• Agenda Notebook or Agenda weekly Calendar to print
• Calendar for the wall (if needed)
• Dry Erase board to write out reminders/schedule or to work out 

problems
• Working and/or hanging file folders
• Pencil box and/or pen holder for taking notes
• Notebook Paper for kiddos needing to work out problems
Sally Grayum, is an Austin based professional organizer that lives 

in the Northwest Hills area and works with business professionals, 
working and stay at home parents. For more information please visit 
OrganizeMeSally.com.
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APD REPRESENTATIVES
OFFICER JEFFREY BINDER

(covers north of Convict Hill toward William Cannon)
 Desk 512.974.4415 / email: Jeffrey.Binder@austintexas.gov

OFFICER JOSH VISI
(covers south of Convict Hill toward Slaughter)
Desk 512.974.4260 / email: Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us

NEWSLETTER INFO
NEWSLETTER

Articles ..........................................legendoaks@peelinc.com

PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ........................www.PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181
Advertising .........advertising@PEELinc.com, 512-263-9181

ADVERTISING INFORMATION
 Please support the businesses that advertise in the Legend 
Oaks newsletter. Their advertising dollars make it possible for all 
Legend Oaks II residents to receive the monthly newsletter at no 
charge. No homeowners association funds are used to produce or 
mail the newsletters. If you would like to support the newsletter 
by advertising, please contact our sales office at 512-263-9181 or 
advertising@PEELinc.com. The advertising deadline is the 8th of 
each month for the following month's newsletter.

ASSOCIATION CONTACTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President - Duane Pietsch ...............................512-431-7467
..........................................legendoaks2hoa.duane@gmail.com
Secretary - Maria Bergen.......................................919-230-3248
..........................................mariablegendoakshoa2@gmail.com
Director -Nikki Tate....................................512-700-1795
.........................................Legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com

POOL COMMITTEE:
..................................poolcommittee.legendoaks2@gmail.com

RECREATION COMMITTEE:
Suzanne Johnson......................................stoprope@gmail.com

FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Jeffrey Stukuls
Cameron Von Noy

LANDSCAPING COMMITTEE:
Craig Powell........................craig@powelllandscapedesign.com

If anyone would like to join a committee, they can contact 
Legendoaks2.nikkiatate@gmail.com

mailto:Joshua.visi@ci.austin.tx.us
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or 
failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such 
advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Legend Oaks newlsetter is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is 
not sanctioned by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to 
the approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor 
implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any 
homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to 
use The Legend Oaks newlsetter contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, 
or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political 
campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or 
expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter is exclusively 
for the private use of Peel, Inc.

If you are a teenager and want to be included on the 
babysitter/pet sitter/house sitter list or if you are on this list 

and want to update your information,
contact advertising@peelinc.com.

+ CPR TRAINING / FIRST AID TRAINING * HAS REFERENCES

TEENAGE JOB SEEKERS

Collin Erskine ....................15 ...........a ............................a ................... 512-619-5316 

Erica Erskine* ....................17 ...........a ............................a ................... 512-571-6507 

Krista Erskine* ..................19 ...........a .............a ..........a ................... 512-496-1982

Cameron Carr+* ..............17 ...........a ..................................................... 512-587-2474

Samantha Mariotti+ .........15 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-516-5661

Emily Norman ...................18 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-560-7934

Alexis Hall* ........................16 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-433-6300

Samantha Cooke* ............15 ...........a ............................a ..................  512-774-0058

Hannah Griesmer+* ........14 ...........a .............a ..........a ..................  512-547-9016

Julia Schroeder+ ...............13 ...........a ............................a ..................  512-962-1931

  BABY HOUSE PET
NAME AGE SIT SIT SIT PHONE

NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE
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Lettuce Recycle!
 by Dena Houston

MIXED-UP RECYCLING
Mixed materia ls  present a 

special challenge to the recycling 
industry. In the Austin market, 
these items are not recyclable and 
must go into the trash can. The 
reason they cannot be recycled is 
that these items consist of layers of 
material that cannot be separated 
in order to recycle the various 
parts. Tetra packs are the most 
common material. They are layers 
of plastic, cardboard, and foil. The 

following items are examples of Tetra packs and other mixed 
materials that cannot be recycled in Austin:

• Amazon packaging consisting of padding material between 
two layers of brown paper

• Bread crumb containers (e.g., Progresso bread crumbs)

• Snack foods, cookies, and chip bags

• Single use food pouches – baby food, tuna fish, etc.

• Juice boxes (single serving)

• Mailing envelopes consisting of stiff paper lined with bubble 
wrap or other insulation

• Cardboard box containers (Tetra packs) – Orange juice, 
milk, bouillon

PLEASE REMEMBER – WHEN IN 
DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!!!

AUSTIN CREATIVE REUSE

Due to the pandemic, Austin Creative Reuse is closed. 
However, they are accepting appointments to take donations. 
Please visit https://www.austincreativereuse.org/ for current 
information. They also provide Zoom shopping and curbside 
pickup.

IMPORTANT UPDATE ABOUT CURBSIDE COMPOST 
COLLECTION

All Austin residents who do not yet have curbside compost 
collection were originally scheduled to have it begin in September 
2020. Sadly, because of the pandemic, the equipment necessary 
to make this happen (green curbside bins, etc.) is not being 

produced. It is the hope of Austin Resource Recovery that the 
rollout will happen by the end of 2020.

RECYCLE & REUSE DROP-OFF CENTER

Due to the pandemic, the Recycle & Reuse Drop-Off Center 
is closed. However, you can make an appointment to have 
hazardous materials and batteries picked up safely at your home. 
The Center cannot take electronics or Styrofoam at this time. 
Please call 512-974-4343 to schedule a home pickup.

NEW CURBSIDE PICKUP PROGRAM IN AUSTIN

Austin Resource Recovery has just teamed up with Goodwill 
of Central Texas to offer clothing and housewares curbside 
collection to all residential customers at no cost! They will 
pick up unwanted clothing, shoes, accessories, toys, linens, and 
housewares in any condition for reuse or recycling. The pickup 
is by appointment only. Please see the following website for 
details: http://austintexas.gov/department/clothing-housewares-
curbside-collection

QUESTIONS FROM OUR READERS:

IF THE RECYCLE & REUSE DROP-OFF CENTER 
IS STILL CLOSED, WHERE CAN I RECYCLE OLD 
COMPUTERS AND DIGITAL CAMERAS? The Staples Store 
on Barbara Jordan Blvd. will accept electronics for recycling. 
They provide this service free of charge. This includes laptops, 
hard drives, and digital cameras. Please remove or erase hard 
drives on any donated computer.

HOW DO I RECYCLE THE SILVER INSULATED BAGS 
THAT COLD FOOD IS DELIVERED IN? Sadly, these bags 
are not recyclable but they are certainly reusable. They make 
great bags for using at the grocery store. At this time, I have not 
been able to locate an organization that can reuse them.

Here is a very informative City of Austin recycling website that 
offers help in finding out how to recycle specific items: http://
www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do

Stay tuned for future tips that will include creative ways to 
recycle or reuse. If you have any questions or recycling ideas, 
please send them to me at this address: recycling@hpwbana.org.

MIXED-UP RECYCLING
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