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IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Villages of Northpointe Security Director

Andy Elmore ...........cccccoeviviiiiiiniiiinn, hit02@scbglobal.net
Waste Management..........cceeeivueuciniiiiiciniiiiiceenns 281-376-8802
Centerpoint Energy .........ccccocevivininciiicicicnn, 713-207-2222
Tomball Post Office.....c.covueueirinieieiininieiciirieieeeens 281-516-0513

Harris County MUD #281 (water and recycling)..... 281-376-8802

Harris County Constable Precinct #4

24-hour Dispatch ... 281-376-3472

Villages of Northpointe Patrol Officer

Depuaty Kelly ......ooooooeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeesssssceeseeessse 281-376-3472

SCHOOLS

Tomball Independent School District................ www.tomballisd. net
Canyon Pointe Elementary .........cccccoeveeinininnenee. 281-357-3122
NorthPointe Intermediate......c.coeoerieinecniccnnennn 281-357-3020
Willow Wood Junior High......cccccoeviieicninieicnn. 281-357-3030
Tomball High School............ccccooiiiiininnni. 281-357-3220
Tomball Memorial High School ..........c.c.cccccc..... 281-357-3230

TAX ENTITIES:

Tomball ISD Tax Office.....cceerireruinienierierienieeens 281-357-3100
pww.tomballisd.net and follow the link to the Tax Office

MUD #281 & NorthPointe WCID ..................... 713-462-8906

................................................................ pvww.wheelerassoc.comy

Electric Company Choices..........cccovvevererenrerenrnennen 866-7974839

.............................................................. www.powertochoose.org

NEWSLETTER INFO

PUBLISHER
Articles ..oovevieeiiieieeniennnn, villagesofnorthpointe@peelinc.com
Advertising ........occeeerverereccnenenenenes advertising@PEELinc.com

IT’S JUST DUCKY

By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

Unless you suffer from ornithophobia (a fear of birds) or
anatidaephobia (the fear that you are being watched by a duck),
you probably enjoy watching ducks. It’s a way to get us outside
to enjoy nature, it’s free and it’s year-round. Besides, they’re
cute, especially the babies. It’s so touching to see ducklings
paddling like crazy to keep up with Mom. How do they know
which duck is Mom? Before they hatch, ducklings hear their
mother from inside the shell and then, when they hatch, they
know who their mother is.

You'll likely see several different species of ducks in our area
but here are two species that are very common.

You will more than likely see Muscovy ducks in area ponds
and lakes. The males have fleshy red canuncles (warty bumps)
on the face and at the base of the bill. Females have smaller
caruncles or have none at all.

Muscovies are not native except in three Texas counties near
the Mexican border. With the exception of these three counties,
Muscovy ducks are considered invasive which means they can
take over habitats, can stress the natural ecosystems and even
eradicate native plants and animals. They are prolific breeders
and it doesn’t take long for their populations to increase
dramatically driving away native species.

Feral Muscovy ducks have become a real problem for many
neighborhoods in and around the Houston area. They wander
into yards and leave their waste droppings everywhere including
sidewalks, porches, driveways, patios, on cars and even in pools.
They can destroy landscaping while foraging for food. They
can be a hazard for drivers as they waddle across neighborhood
streets. Some report that the ducks are aggressive.

In November of 2019, controversy arose in Pearland when city
officials gave the go-ahead for residents to legally kill Muscovy
ducks on their own property. They had become a nuisance and
many homeowners were complaining.

On the other hand, some are happy to have Muscovies around.
They eat algae and weeds in ponds, flies, roaches, ants, spiders,
small fishes, reptiles and slugs. They also eat mosquitos. For
this reason, they are very valuable in keeping unwanted insect
populations down. They are “dappling” ducks which means they
float and tip themselves forward, butts up in the air, to grab
insects, small fish, etc.

MALLARDS

Mallard ducks are the most common ducks in North America.
The male duck has a bright green head, yellow beak, a light-
colored body and dark brown chest. The female is much less
colorful and is light brown with dark brown mottling from the
neck down.

Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

Mallards begin pairing up in the fall but courtship can extend
into early spring. Generally speaking, they are monogamous. I
say “generally” because males will engage in “forced copulations.”
Several males will chase a female and then forcefully mate with
her.

Mallards are omnivores with 2/3 of their diet consisting
of plant matter and 1/3 animal protein. They eat small fish,
snails, moths, flies, bugs, grass, seeds, grains and fruits. They
are dappling ducks, too, just like the Muscovy.

* Ducks eat gravel, small stones and sand. However, it’s not
because they’re hungry. The rocks are stored in the gizzard and
help break down food.

* Ducks have a field of vision of 340 degrees and can see up
close and far away simultaneously. They also see in color.

* Ducks have no blood vessels or nerves in their feet so their
feet don’t feel the cold in icy waters.

* Ducks normally don’t fly over 4,000 feet in the air when
they migrate. However, they have the capability of flying much
higher. A jet once struck a Mallard at 21,000 feet! This is the
highest recorded flight of any duck.

* Preening is a method used to clean the feathers of dirt, dust
and parasites. When they preen, they also spread a waxy oil on
their feathers making them waterproof.

e Male ducks are drakes; females are hens and babies are
ducklings.

Before you grab that loaf of bread to go feed the ducks, please
choose a healthier option. Bread has little nutritional value. This
applies to popcorn, chips, crackers, donuts and cereal as well.
Ducks can fill up on these and not eat more nutritional foods.
Uneaten bread can get moldy and cause ducks to get sick. It can
also add to algae growth affecting water quality. Ducklings can
get “angel wing” by eating too much bread. This is a condition
causing the wings to point out and making it impossible for the
ducks to fly. So, what are healthy alternatives to bread? Peas,
cut up grapes, corn, rice, and cut up lettuce and other greens.
Dry dog and cat food are good, too.

Many city parks and subdivision ponds and lakes forbid the
feeding of ducks so make sure you check.

TWRC Wildlife Center is your source for information on
Texas wildlife. Have questions? Call us, email us or check our
website.

713.468. TWRC

info@twrewildlifecenter.org

www.twrewildlifecenter.org

DELICIOUS
COOKILS!

INGREDIENTS:

e Unsalted Butter

e Sugar

oFgg Yolk

o Pure Vanilla Extract
 All-Purpose Flour

« Baking Soda & Salt
« Semi-Sweel

e Chocolate Chips

DIRECTIO

Preheat oven to 350°F and line a large
baking sheet with parchment paper or a
silicone baking mat. Set the baking
sheet aside and prepare your cookie
dough.

Cookie Dough: beat butter, brown
sugar, and granulated sugar together
for one minute or until well combined.

Mix in egg yolk and pure vanilla extract.

Then add the flour, baking soda, and
salt and mix them in until just
combined. Add the semi-sweet

chocolate chips and fold them into the

cookie dough. Cover the cookie dough

tightly, place it in the freezer to chill
for 10 minutes.

After chilled, remove cookie dough and
use 1.5 tbsn cookie scoop and scoop
onto baking sheet. (place 8-10 scoops
now)

Bake cookies for 10-12 mins until lightly
browned around edges.

Enjoy!

Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

Villages of NorthPointe Compass - December 2020 3



THE COMPASS

The Compass is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended,
nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf
of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be
allowed to use the Compass contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway,
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use
for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of
law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.

* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of
such advertising.

* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.

* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

VIEWIHIS AND MANY

MOR "NEWSLEETTERS

& HOME REPAIR

* Interior & Exterior Painting  * Wood Replacement

» HardiPlank Insulation * Interior Carpentry

» Sheetrock Repair * Sheet Rock Insulation

* Cabinet Painting * Interior & Exterior Door
* Pressure Washing Replacements

» Fence Replacement * Stucco Repair

» Custom Staining * Wallpaper Removal

* Custom Texturing * Crown Molding

NO MONEY UP FRONT
30 Years Experience ® References Available
Commercial/Residential
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

BashansPainting@yahoo.com
FULLY INSURED
¥

281-347-6702
281:731;3383

bashanspainting.com
HARDIPLANK

| BASHANS PAINTING |

:ﬂ!ﬁ SEHCES ng%-lgg

Call our experts for all of your electrical needs!

* Panel Upgrade / Replacement * Indoor/Outdoor Lighting

+ Ceiling Fan Installation * Surge Protection

* Smoke Detectors * Flat Screen TV Installation
* Troubleshooting * Recessed Lighting

* Generators * Code Compliance

Residential & Commercial Service » Family Owned & Operated + Licensed & Insured

24-Houtj_Emergepcy Service

13- 467-1125 wiretles com

SA V l*

YOUR NEXT SERVICE
CALL IN DECEMBER!

g .

* ”~
BBB f ¥ Master #100394 TECL # 22809 (42 - B
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V()tillg With A Message by Jackie Devine

750 Harris County polls were operating on Election Day, and
122 were open during early voting, which ran from October 13
through October 30. This year, a number of people living in Cypress
participated in the election process. A sampling of various ways
included posting information on social media, placing a sign in their
yard, or walking the block and campaigning,.

For my contribution, as your editor, I choose to work the polls at
John Paul Landing Environmental Education Center (JPLEEC). I
wanted an up-close and personal way to meet and greet the voters
and gain first-hand knowledge of how the political process works.
Regardless of media spin, hopefully, what I encountered was not an
anomaly or a statistical outlier of the voting process but an accurate
representation of what is possible when people come together for the
common cause of ensuring our nation's freedoms.

When our team assembled to set up the polling station at JPLEEC
on Monday, October 12, we were complete strangers. The Presiding
Judge Randi Houston introduced herself, as did Alternate Judge
Mark Woodson.

First up to speak, Randi set the tone for all future activities,
explaining, "I took on this job because I encountered a bad experience
at a primary this year; the clerk kept saying if you have a complaint,

IT'S YOUR
WORLD.
SHAPE IT OR
SOMEONE
ELSE WILL.

1))

2 0.0 0.8 & ¢

then call this number. I didn't want to complain because I have a
business and know what it's like to deal with grievances. So I decided
that I could help fix the situation by being part of the solution instead
of the problem.

"After extensive research, I found that my skills fit perfectly with
the clerk job description, so I volunteered. A few weeks later, I got
a call saying they received my application. The interviewer told me
that she wanted me to work in the PJ position and asked when I
would be available. "What is a PJ,' I asked. "That sounds important.'

The lady said, "Oh, I'm sorry, it's a Presiding Judge, and yes, it is
important.”

Randi continued, "That little girl inside of me said, "You've got
this. You can do it.' But then, in real-time, I was like, 'Yes, you have
it, but do you have the time to do this?'

"Although I didn't know what to expect, I knew this would be part
of a historical event, and it was the perfect opportunity to witness
how elections work.

"I figured that there would be a lot of Baby Boomers,
Generation Xers, and Ys, as well as scores of the high school
and college students who would be casting their very first ballet.

I felt this was my chance to help people have a positive and
memorable voting experience.”

Mark Woodson, the Alternate Judge, who became the Presiding
Judge on Election Day, also a first-time poll worker, stepped forward
and explained his position. He felt the upcoming election was a critical
one, emphasizing that he wanted to do his part in ensuring that we
are handing off an intact political system to the next generation.

He outlined the group expectation It was to be a people-first,
party last approach. Black, White, Brown, Democrat, Republican, or
Independent, we were free to embrace our own opinions---however,
not while we were serving the citizens of Harris County.

Each morning, we gathered for a team meeting to assess the
previous events of the day, outline new information distributed
through the county, review difficulties voters may have faced,
bottlenecks witnessed in the voting process, and give kudos for jobs
well done.

Both Randi and Mark operated from a top-down/bottom-up
management style. All team members were expected to join in, pull
their weight, and assist where needed. Every day all clerks switched
positions thus requiring all to work (and think) together. Seamlessly
we moved from one position to the other.

Voters were welcomed on the sidewalk outside the entrance and
greeted once again in the lobby. We learned their names, applauded
them for coming, and celebrated our first-time voters for their effort.

Clerks jumped at the chance to walk portable voting machines
out to drive-up voters.

It was a common occurrence to overhear voters say, "That was so
much fun, I'm going to vote here again next time."

Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

Villages of NorthPointe Compass - December 2020 5



THE COMPASS

ILE8STINOSO00D 2D D0 ONIWO—D
il ad >0 A0S0 o ZOHO==C
NEFOTOEZESO0OMOSOZOLESLL
T_FO>HWANNICEF-FN_EIONZ
20T >0 O 0w T u wZz2o
omc 1 (1§ (DO L 1 = o 5 M il 10 o o2 1 O
AWONS0O0_S<C<Z_WZAK>_Z<W
ON0Z<caZoDZ0a00FFZAa_O-®
FZAoUiL 00 Z0orgSo4>S0T=
T_D>00NOO>=>000>=5D=
CuESLornpuoduodoadr Ounx
OB eyt g m O Mot o m ar s
OOF>LWAT=SaITF-FQ-SZLL>II
_CNdNOUWFFLCEOW IWOWF-OO>
l w00 ) BLPC L 5 X = [E N ZHE L Nl P
el 00 TREOZOE00Y .20 .Mm
— 00 ZWZ _NIOWZO0O0Fr-0000
ENEZ B4 E N I N O EXRE Ban
BNl a D200 O SO K
OOSEZXAONNALOAOA>OS - XS=S

ELVES

RUDOLPH
SANTA

BELLS

H

MISTLETOE

NOEL
REINDEER

Joy
MERRY

FROSTY

GIFT
HOLIDAY

JOLLY

GIVING
STOCKING GREETINGS NORTH POLE

SLEIGH
TREE

CANDY CANE SEASON

CARDS
CELEBRATE
CHIMNEY

.,X‘. CHRISTMAS  WREATH

CANDLES

© 2017 Happiness is Homemade (www.happinessishomemade.com) FOR PERSONAL USE ONLY!
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Getting

your annual
mammogram is
still important.

Houston Methodist can see you safely.

Getting your annual mammogram is one of the most
important steps you can take for early detection.

That's why our Breast Care Centers are taking every
necessary precaution during the coronavirus pandemic
to keep you and our staff members safe.

HOUSTON METHOOIST
BREAST CARE CENTER
ATWILLOWEROOK
GRANT ADL .
3
H
2
& ]
{PRESS N HOUSTEN RO
E :
&) o
£ g
g
&/ HOUSTON METHODIST

/' BREAST CARE CENTER
. ® INTOWNE LAKE

mammogram. Schedule your mammogram today:

houstonmethodist.org/breast-care
Willowbrook: 281.737.7465 | Towne Lake: 281.737.1832

HOUSTON

Methalist

BREAST CARE CENTER

We do not require a doctor’s order for your annual screening

During the coronavirus
pandemic, we are:

ensuring onl = without

COVID-1¢

Copyright © 2020 Peel, Inc.

Villages of NorthPointe Compass - December 2020 7



PEEL, INC. PRSRT STD

1405 Brandi Ln U.S. POSTAGE

Round Rock, TX 78681 PAID
PEEL, INC.

o Homes

and Gardens. [

REAL ESTATE

GARY
During this busy time of year, GREENE
it's important to remember the most
significant things in life. ..

Wishing you and your family
many simple pleasures
this holiday season.

Kara Puente

REALTOR®

Villages of Northpointe Sales & Marketing Specialist

281-610-5402
Office: 281-444-5140

kara.puente@garygreene.com
www.KaraPuente.com

—— ©2020 Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC. Better Homes and Gardens® is a registered trademark of Meredith Corporation licensed
to Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate LLC.
Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity, Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.
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