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Cy-Tom Democrats

January Speaker: Keir Murray, Perspective on 
the upcoming legislative Session

The Cypress-Tomball Democrats will hold its 
next virtual monthly meeting Tuesday, January 19, 
2021. There is a meet and greet at 6:30 p.m. The 
general meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. To request the 

ZOOM access code, email cytomdems@yahoo.com.
The speaker will be Keir Murray. Keir is the founder and principal 

of KLM Public Affairs, LLC, a strategic consulting practice based in 
Houston. For over 20 years, Murray has worked extensively in the 
private, public and non-profit sectors, as well as the political arena.

Murray has provided strategic communication consulting, media 
and government relations, and public opinion, public policy and 
market research to a wide range of clients. He has also consulted 
on and managed numerous successful campaigns for public office 
including two Mayors of Houston, Harris County Sherriff’s Office 
and members of Congress, Texas Legislature and State District 
Court Judges.

A native Houstonian, Murray holds degrees from the University 
of Texas-Austin and New England Conservatory of Music in 
Boston. Prior to his current work, Murray spent several years in 
the Communication Practice of William M. Mercer, Inc.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
EMERGENCY .....................................................................911
Fire ........................................................................................911
Ambulance ............................................................................911
Constable  ............................................................ 281-376-3472
Sheriff - Non-emergency  ..................................... 713-221-6000
- Burglary & Theft  .............................................. 713-967-5770
- Auto Theft  ........................................................ 281-550-0458
- Homicide/Assault  ............................................. 713-967-5810
- Child Abuse ....................................................... 713-529-4216
- Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence ...................... 713-967-5743
- Runaway Unit  ................................................... 713-755-7427
Poison Control ..................................................... 800-222-1221
Traffic Light Issues  ............................................... 713-881-3210
SCHOOLS
Cypress Fairbanks ISD Administration  ................ 281-897-4000
Cypress Fairbanks ISD Transportation  ................. 281-897-4380
Rennell Elementary .............................................. 281-213-1550
Smith Junior High School .................................... 281-213-1010
Cy-Ranch High School ........................................ 281-373-2300
UTILITIES
CenterPoint Energy .............................................. 713-659-2111
Reliant Energy ...................................................... 713-207-2222
Water - Severn Trent ............................................. 281-646-2383
Waste Management - Trash .................................. 713-686-6666
OTHER NUMBERS
Animal Control .................................................... 281-999-3191
Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center ........................ 281-890-4285
Harris County Health Department ...................... 713-439-6260
Post Office ............................................................ 281-859-9021
Harris County Public Library ............................... 281-290-3210
Cy-Fair Hospital ................................................... 281-890-4285
North Cypress Medical Center ............................. 832-912-3500
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHER
Peel, Inc. ........................................................... 1-888-687-6444
Article Submissions .............................townelake@PEELinc.com
Advertising .............advertising@PEELinc.com, 1-888-687-6444

 Please support the advertisers that make the Tribune possible. 
If you are interested in advertising, please contact our sales office 
at 1-888-687-6444 or advertising@peelinc.com. The advertising 
deadline is the 8th of the month prior to the issue.

ADVERTISING INFO

 The Tribune is mailed monthly to all Towne Lake residents. 
Residents, community groups, churches, etc. are welcome to submit 
information about their organizations in the newsletter. Personal 
news for the Stork Report, Teenage Job Seekers, recipes, special 
celebrations, and birthday announcements are also welcome.
 To submit an article for consideration please email it to townelake@
peelinc.com. The deadline is the 9th of the month prior to the issue.

ARTICLE INFO
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If you live in Cypress, you are sitting atop a gold mine of 
staggering proportions. As the old miners used to say, "There 
is gold in them thar hills!" The gold that I'm referring to is 
the ingenuity, talent, creativity, and entrepreneurial mindset 
permeating every street and neighborhood in our community. 
Even during these unprecedented times with such limited access 
to each other, I continue to pan for that gold to introduce you 
to people who have tapped their inner resources and combined 
knowledge, insight, inspiration, and vision to tackle the world's 
problems.

Dr. LaJoyce Lawton, Methodist minister, is my latest nugget. 
I discovered her while walking around the lake. Drawn to each 
other like a moth to the flame, I uncovered a gifted woman 
refusing to hide her light under a bushel basket. Instead, 24/7, 
she focuses on beaming her light and life out into the world. 
Her light reaches across the globe, and so far into the future, 
she deserves a full-blown story, which I'm going to share with 
you in the near future.

However, this article focuses on one of her immediate 
concerns, which is helping monetize ministries. She shared 
that graduates of her program freshly entering the field, church 
groups, mission agencies, evangelistically oriented ministries, 
and other related entities are frustrated because they don’t have 
the funds to help as many people as they would like.

Not fully understanding what she was saying, I did my research 

Cultivating 
Community 

Resources
by Jackie Devine

Photo of Dr. LaJoyce Lawton

and found that according to the Washing Post, "The coronavirus 
is pressing painfully on the soft underbelly of U.S. houses of 
worship: their finances.

About a third of all congregations have no savings, according 
to the 2018-2019 National Congregations."

Further, posits LifeWay Research, "Many pastors may not 
know the extent to which the pandemic has altered their church 
for months or years to come, but some say it has already brought 
long-term changes.

"Some churches (8%) say they were forced to delete a ministry. 
Overall, 2% of pastors say they cut their outreach ministry, 2% 
got rid of their children's ministry, 2% stopped Sunday School 
or small groups, 1% ended student ministry, and 1% deleted 
other service times like Wednesday and Sunday nights."

Dr. Lawton created The Multitude Experience to focus on 
those issues. She explained, the most recurring comment she 
receives from her new graduates is, “A full-time Christian 
ministry is my dream. What can I do to finance my ministry?” 
Even from the start, money is a consideration.

"Let's face facts, monetizing a ministry has its benefits, 
especially when it comes to paying the pastor, growing a 
congregation, ministry outside the church walls, and keeping a 
church alive. Over time, I've developed an outstanding network 
of people and a battery of business models that can undergird 
cash-strapped ministries."

Before meeting Dr. Lawton, I experienced COVID's drain on 
our places of worship in our neighborhood. However, she has 
broadened my awareness, and I'm interested in finding out how 
churches can respond to this extraordinary situation where our 
health and economic issues are at stake.

Together, like everything else we do, as I said at the beginning 
of this article, we can combine our resources, knowledge, insight, 
inspiration, and vision to tackle the world's problems and Dr. 
Lawton can help lead the way.

Find out more about The Multitude Experience at 
https://www.themultitudeexperience.com.
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Continued from Page 4

THE GREAT FISHERMAN
By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

When one mentions raptors, there are a few species that people are very familiar with like owls, eagles and hawks. The osprey, 
however, isn’t a familiar species to most people even though it is one of the most widespread raptors in the world. They are found 
on every continent except Antarctica.

Like all raptors, the osprey is a large bird with a hooked beak and sharp talons, both of which are used to catch their prey and tear 
it apart to eat.

About 99% of the osprey’s diet is made up of fish so it only makes sense that they nest near water along the coasts and large lakes. 
Occasionally they can be seen along rivers. They build their nests at the tops of dead trees, buoys, chimneys, and even atop power 
poles. Like the bald eagle, they use the same nest year after year but can be seen making minor repairs each spring.

They are amazing to watch as they glide over water looking for a fish. Sometimes they plunge so forcefully into the water that they 
are totally submerged. After catching a fish, they arrange the fish so it faces upright with the head forward.

The osprey is a great fisherman, 
successfully catching a fish one out of 4 
tries. They have a much higher success 
rate than it’s relatives like the eagle. 
Sometimes eagles watch and when an 
osprey catches a fish, the eagle will 
attack the osprey causing it to drop the 
fish. Easy meal for the eagle! Benjamin 
Franklin said in 1784 that “bald eagles 
are too lazy to fish for himself…….and 
does not get his living honestly.” True 
then, true today.

Ospreys generally mate for life but 
they will find a new partner should their 
partner die or disappear during spring 
migration.

If you’d like to watch an osprey nest, 
there are many online. The Conserve 
Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey has 
an osprey cam that you can watch here: 
http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/
education/ospreycam/. In the New Jersey 
area, nest building begins in early April 
and eggs are laid from mid-April to early 
May. You can watch the eggs hatch and 
observe Mom and Dad caring for the 
babies. It’s interesting and educational.

TWRC Wildlife Center is a 501(c)(3) 
organization located in the Spring Branch 
area of Houston. Since 1979, we have 
been committed to providing quality 
emergency care and rehabilitation for 
injured, ill, orphaned and displaced 
wildlife. We are proud to be making a 
difference for the wildlife in our area.

www.twrcwildlifecenter.org
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The Tribune is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval 
of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to 
replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf of any homeowners 
association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed to use the 
Tribune contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor 
in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, 
or other self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed 
permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the Tribune is exclusively for the 
private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their 
authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. 
Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted 
by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content 
with this publication. All warranties and representations made in the advertising 
content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its content 
should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher 
assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, 
except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of 
misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other 
liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, 
except as limited to liabilities stated above.
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