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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Villages of Northpointe Security Director

 Andy Elmore  ............................................. hit02@scbglobal.net

Waste Management .................................................. 281-376-8802

Centerpoint Energy  ................................................. 713-207-2222

Tomball Post Office .................................................. 281-516-0513

Harris County MUD #281 (water and recycling) ..... 281-376-8802

Harris County Constable Precinct #4

 24-hour Dispatch  ............................................... 281-376-3472

Villages of Northpointe Patrol Officer

 Deputy Kelly ....................................................... 281-376-3472

SCHOOLS

Tomball Independent School District ................ www.tomballisd.net

 Canyon Pointe Elementary ................................... 281-357-3122

  NorthPointe Intermediate ..................................... 281-357-3020

 Willow Wood Junior High.................................... 281-357-3030

 Tomball High School ............................................ 281-357-3220

 Tomball Memorial High School ........................... 281-357-3230

TAX ENTITIES:

 Tomball ISD Tax Office ........................................ 281-357-3100

 www.tomballisd.net and follow the link to the Tax Office

 MUD #281 & NorthPointe WCID ..................... 713-462-8906

  ................................................................ www.wheelerassoc.com

 Harris County Appraisal District .......................... 713-957-7800

  ..............................................................................www.hcad.org

 Electric Company Choices ......................................866-7974839

  .............................................................. www.powertochoose.org

NEWSLETTER INFO
PUBLISHER
 Articles ............................. villagesofnorthpointe@peelinc.com
 Advertising .................................... advertising@PEELinc.com

By Cheryl Conley, TWRC Wildlife Center

When one mentions 
raptors, there are a few 
species that people are 
very familiar with like 
owls, eagles and hawks. 
The osprey, however, 
isn’t a familiar species 
to most people even 
though it is one of 
the most widespread 
raptors in the world. 
They are found on 
every continent except 
Antarctica.

Like all raptors, the 
osprey is a large bird 
with a hooked beak 
and sharp talons, both 

of which are used to catch their prey and tear it apart to eat.
About 99% of the osprey’s diet is made up of fish so it only makes sense 

that they nest near water along the coasts and large lakes. Occasionally 
they can be seen along rivers. They build their nests at the tops of dead 
trees, buoys, chimneys, and even atop power poles. Like the bald eagle, 
they use the same nest year after year but can be seen making minor 
repairs each spring.

They are amazing to watch as they glide over water looking for a fish. 
Sometimes they plunge so forcefully into the water that they are totally 
submerged. After catching a fish, they arrange the fish so it faces upright 
with the head forward.

The osprey is a great fisherman, successfully catching a fish one out 
of 4 tries. They have a much higher success rate than it’s relatives like 
the eagle. Sometimes eagles watch and when an osprey catches a fish, 
the eagle will attack the osprey causing it to drop the fish. Easy meal 
for the eagle! Benjamin Franklin said in 1784 that “bald eagles are too 
lazy to fish for himself…….and does not get his living honestly.” True 
then, true today.

Ospreys generally mate for life but they will find a new partner should 
their partner die or disappear during spring migration.

If you’d like to watch an osprey nest, there are many online. The 
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey has an osprey cam that 
you can watch here: http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/education/
ospreycam/. In the New Jersey area, nest building begins in early April 
and eggs are laid from mid-April to early May. You can watch the eggs 
hatch and observe Mom and Dad caring for the babies. It’s interesting 
and educational.

TWRC Wildlife Center is a 501(c)(3) organization located in the 
Spring Branch area of Houston. Since 1979, we have been committed 
to providing quality emergency care and rehabilitation for injured, ill, 
orphaned and displaced wildlife. We are proud to be making a difference 
for the wildlife in our area.

www.twrcwildlifecenter.org

http://www.tomballisd.net
http://www.tomballisd.net
http://www.wheelerassoc.com
http://www.hcad.org
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Compass is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, 
nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf 
of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be 
allowed to use the Compass contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic 
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use 
for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of 
law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information 
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.
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Fruit flies can become a nuisance problem at any time of 
year. They can enter homes from ripe fruits or vegetables 
picked from the garden or purchased at the grocery store. Fruit 
fly adults may also fly into homes from outdoors.

Adult fruit flies are small (about 1/8 of an inch) and often 
have red eyes. The front portion of the body is tan while the 
back portion is dark brown to black. If given the opportunity, 
females can lay up to 500 eggs. Larvae are surface feeders on 
fermenting foods or other organic matter, which means that 
you can cut off the overripe parts of the fruit or vegetable 
and eat the rest.

To prevent bringing fruit flies into your home, do not 
purchase over ripened fruit and vegetables. Eat fresh produce 
in a timely manner and store items in the refrigerator or a 
paper bag that is clipped closed. All recyclables should be 
rinsed thoroughly before placing them into the recycling bin. 
Recycling and garbage bins should be cleaned on a regular 
basis with soapy water to eliminate any spilled material.

If your home already has fruit flies, locate all sources 
of infestation (where the larvae are living) and eliminate 
them. Insecticides only target adults and will not control the 
problem. While searching and eliminating breeding sources, 
a trap can be constructed to capture adult flies. Create a paper 
funnel by rolling paper and taping it closed. Place the funnel 
into a jar that has a small amount of apple cider vinegar in 
the bottom.

For more information or help with identification, contact 
Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension Service Program 
Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check out my blog at www.urban-
ipm.blogspot.com

This work is supported by Crops Protection and Pest 
Management Competitive Grants Program [grant no. 2017-
70006-27188 /project accession no. 1013905] from the USDA 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

The information given herein is for educational purposes 
only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made 
with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and 
no endorsement by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service or 
the Texas A&M AgriLife Research is implied.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service provides equal 
access in its programs, activities, education and employment, 
without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual 
orientation or gender identity.
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1405 Brandi Ln
Round Rock, TX 78681


