
The Messenger | 1

N E W S  F O R  T H E  R E S I D E N T S  O F  M E Y E R L A N D

TheMessenger
VOL 02 ISSUE 02 FEBRUARY 2021

See Page 4 for Details

Sneak Peek of
the New Aquatics
Center Inside!



February 2021 | 2     



The Messenger | 3

Important Numbers
SECURITY
Precinct 5 Constable 
(including burglar 
alarms)
281-463-6666
Emergency: 911
Houston Police Dept.
Non-Emergency
713-884-3131

CITY OF HOUSTON
Houston Help & 
Information 311 or 713-
837-0311
District C Council 
Member, Abbie Kaman: 
832-393-3004
Godwin Park
Community Center 
713-393-1840
CenterPoint Energy 
Electric outages or 
electric emergencies
713-207-2222
or 800-332-7143

Suspected natural gas leak
713-659-2111 
or 888-876-5786
For missed garbage pickup, 
water line break, dead 
animals, traffic signals, and 
other city services: 311
Some mobile phone users 
may need to dial: 
713-837-0311

Newsletter 
Information
Peel Inc is committed to making The Messenger a valuable 
tool for the residents of Meyerland. Please submit any 
community news, events and updates to
themessenger@peelinc.com

The Messenger - February 2021 
Copyright © 2021 Peel, Inc.

PUBLISHER - Peel, Inc.

www.peelinc.com

Advertising 
1-888-687-6444

advertising@peelinc.com
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JCC Letter to the Neighborhood 
Dear Neighbor,

We are very excited to share with you that the Evelyn Rubenstein 
Jewish Community Center will be embarking on a once-in-a-lifetime 
campus renovation. The J is a vibrant hub of Jewish life in Houston, 
and a cornerstone of the Meyerland community and we’re proud to 
be reinvesting in this community. When completed, our J will be 
positioned to continue to serve as the town square for this community 
for generations to come.

How We Got Here
Immediately following Hurricane Harvey, the leadership of the J 

engaged in a master planning process and re-committed our future to 
remain on our South Braeswood campus. A master plan was created 
and we embarked on a $50 million campaign to renovate the J. To date, 
we have raised more than $43 million that has provided us with the 
confidence that we can achieve our fundraising goal and move forward 
with the project.

Our New J
Some of the very exciting elements of the project include a new 

three-story building that will contain exciting new program facilities 
including fitness center, locker rooms, café and new state-of-the-art 
program spaces including a new indoor playground for young children. 
We are building a new aquatics center that will contain an indoor lap 
pool, splash pad and therapy pool, an outdoor lap pool and two outdoor 
family recreational pools.

Phase 1 of Construction
Construction will begin in February and take approximately two years. 

The J, including the Bertha Alyce School, the Boniuk Family Indoor 
Tennis Center, Houston Gymnastics Center and the Merfish Teen 
Center will remain open and active throughout construction. We will 
be re-locating our fitness center to the basketball courts and parking and 
access in/around the campus will be impacted throughout construction.

Flood Mitigation
We have worked very closely with the City of Houston, our architects 

and civil engineers to create an extensive plan to mitigate against future 
flooding by elevating all new buildings and creating underground 
detention to ensure that we’re not negatively impacting our neighbors 
by pushing water off of our property onto others.

Our Commitment to Being a Good Neighbor
We fully recognize that a project of this magnitude will create increased 

traffic in and around the J throughout construction. Our commitment 
to you is to keep you informed and to minimize the noise and disruption 
in the neighborhood.

At any point, should you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Joel Dinkin, CEO at jdinkin@erjcchouston.org or calling him 
at 713-551-7232.

We know you share our excitement for the future and look forward 
to our continued partnership and a very exciting future in the 
neighborhood.

Sincerely,
Jeremy Samuels |  Joel Dinkin
President | Board of Trustees Chief Executive Officer
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MONTHLY TRASH
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PREP TIME 15 MINUTES

TOTAL TIME 45 MINUTES

This weeknight chicken soup goes Greek with orzo, lemon juice, 
and a handful of fresh dill.

Ingredients

4 SERVINGS

• 1 tablespoon olive oil

• 1 medium leek, white and pale-green parts only, halved 
lengthwise, sliced crosswise 1/2-inch thick

• 1 celery stalk, sliced crosswise 1/2-inch thick

• 12 ounces skinless, boneless chicken thighs

• 6 cups low-sodium chicken broth Kosher salt, freshly ground 
pepper

• 1/2 cup orzo

• 1/4 cup chopped fresh dill

• Lemon halves (for serving)

Preparation

Step 1

Heat oil in a large heavy pot over medium heat. Add leek and 
celery and cook, stirring often, until vegetables are soft, 5-8 minutes. 
Add chicken and broth; season with salt and pepper. Bring to a boil, 
cover, reduce heat, and simmer until chicken is cooked through, 15-
20 minutes. Transfer chicken to a plate. Let cool, then shred chicken 
into bite-size pieces.

Step 2

Meanwhile, return broth to a boil. Add orzo and cook until al 
dente, 8-10 minutes.

Step 3

Remove pot from heat. Stir in chicken and dill. Serve with lemon 
halves for squeezing over.

BY MARY-FRANCES HECK
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February Sudoku Fun
for Everyone!



February 2021 | 10     

The Messenger is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by any 
homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any homeowners 
association or organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may 
be published by or on behalf of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will 
any source be allowed to use The Messenger contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for 
the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. 
The information in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. The Messenger 
is an independent publication serving the Meyerland community. At no time will any source 
be allowed to use The Messenger's contents, or loan said contents, to others in any way, shape 
or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the 
purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other 
self amplification, under penalty of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, 
Inc. The information in the Messenger Newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not 
responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher 
also assumes no responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties 
and representations made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any 
such claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure to 
place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher assumes 
no responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited 
to the cost of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a printed 
retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential 
damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure 
to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities 
stated above.
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MEY

1405 Brandi Ln
Round Rock, TX 78681


