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by Jackie Devine

Demand for food assistance in Houston has more than doubled 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to KHOU-11 investigative 
reporter Jeremy Rogalski.

The surge in Harris County—the 13th highest in the nation—has 
also affected West Houston Assistance Ministries, and Cy-Fair Helping 
Hands (CFHH).

According to Food Across America, one in eight Americans are food 
insecure. In Texas, that number is one in seven. Before the COVID-19 
pandemic, also known as the coronavirus pandemic, more than 35 
million people struggled with hunger in the United States. That number 
includes more than 10 million children who are the most vulnerable 
amongst us and the most likely to face food insecurity than any other 
group in the United States.

Fortunately, for Cypress, we have Cy-Fair Helping Hands. Even 
luckier, CFHH has Metta’s Local Eats Dine Out for Charity, spearheaded 
by Metta Archilla-Ishida, a talented chef, entrepreneur, food blogger 
and photographer.

Metta, along with her first-rate executive committee (Lisa Johnson, 
Nancy Eugenio, Keri Holloway, Vannessa Henley, Ashley Clarabut, 
and Nick Rama) conceived a plan involving a host of restaurants and 
businesses—42 to be exact—that would offer a kickback on a select 
product or service for the months of October through December. Each 
participating restaurant and food-related enterprise selected an item or 
two from their menu, and set a donation amount for each item sold 
during the three months.

The amazing results reflected the generosity we, here in Cypress, 
continue to brag about. On January 14th, a check for close to $19,000 
was received by CFHH from MLE Dine Out For Charity. Not only 
that, reports Metta, “We’ve already booked a Hill Country weekend 
retreat to plan our next quarter MLE Dine Out for Charity event that 
kicks off in April.”

Pictured is Melinda Jones Bodukoglu, presenting the Land of a 
Thousand Hills Coffee and Bakery donation to Cy-Fair Helping 
Hands. Patricia Hudson, Executive Director of Community Outreach, 
is accepting the check. For a list of Cypress area patrons, participating 
restaurants, and vendors of culinary treats, visit Metta’s Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/MLEDineOutForCharity. To learn more 
about CyFair Helping Hands visit https://www.cyfairhelpinghands.org.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Villages of Northpointe Security Director

 Andy Elmore  ............................................. hit02@scbglobal.net

Waste Management .................................................. 281-376-8802

Centerpoint Energy  ................................................. 713-207-2222

Tomball Post Office .................................................. 281-516-0513

Harris County MUD #281 (water and recycling) ..... 281-376-8802

Harris County Constable Precinct #4

 24-hour Dispatch  ............................................... 281-376-3472

Villages of Northpointe Patrol Officer

 Deputy Kelly ....................................................... 281-376-3472

SCHOOLS

Tomball Independent School District ................ www.tomballisd.net

 Canyon Pointe Elementary ................................... 281-357-3122

  NorthPointe Intermediate ..................................... 281-357-3020

 Willow Wood Junior High.................................... 281-357-3030

 Tomball High School ............................................ 281-357-3220

 Tomball Memorial High School ........................... 281-357-3230

TAX ENTITIES:

 Tomball ISD Tax Office ........................................ 281-357-3100

 www.tomballisd.net and follow the link to the Tax Office

 MUD #281 & NorthPointe WCID ..................... 713-462-8906

  ................................................................ www.wheelerassoc.com

 Harris County Appraisal District .......................... 713-957-7800

  ..............................................................................www.hcad.org

 Electric Company Choices ......................................866-7974839

  .............................................................. www.powertochoose.org

NEWSLETTER INFO
PUBLISHER
 Articles ............................. villagesofnorthpointe@peelinc.com
 Advertising .................................... advertising@PEELinc.com
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of 
their authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its 
employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for the accuracy of any facts stated in 
articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no responsibility for 
the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such 
claims regarding its content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints 
or failure to place advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of 
such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the 
publisher assumes no responsibility for any errors of information or 
typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost of advertising as stated 
above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or 
consequential damages, inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any 
other liabilities from failure to publish, or from failure to publish in a timely 
manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Compass is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned 
by any homeowners association or organization, nor is it subject to the 
approval of any homeowners association or organization, nor is it intended, 
nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by or on behalf 
of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be 
allowed to use the Compass contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, 
shape or form, nor in any media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic 
copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, commercial use, or any use 
for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty of 
law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information 
in the newsletter is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc.

Constable Mark Herman 
introduces New Custom 

Crime App, C4 NOW!
C o n s t a b l e  M a r k 

Herman and his team 
are proud to announce 
the introduction of “C4 
NOW”, a custom app 
for your smart phone 
designed to keep the 
residents of Precinct 
4 and North Harris 
County informed of 
real time crime in the 
area, traffic hazards, 
a c c i d e n t s ,  r o a d 
conditions, and threats 
to public safety.

This app is just part 
of Constable Herman’s 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
transparency, safety 

and security. The app is designed to notify residents of important 
information about what is going on 
in and around your communities.

It is our belief that an informed 
community is a safe community.

Search for and download your 
FREE C4 NOW APP today on 
your device from the Apple or 
Google Store.

The alerts and push notifications 
are now ACTIVE! We hope you 
enjoy our APP!

Follow us at Facebook.com/
Precinct4 and Download our new 
mobile app “C4 NOW” to receive 
live feeds on crime, arrests, safety 
tips, traffic accidents and road 
conditions in your area.
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PREP TIME 15 MINUTES

TOTAL TIME 45 MINUTES

This weeknight chicken soup goes Greek with orzo, lemon juice, 
and a handful of fresh dill.

Ingredients

4 SERVINGS

• 1 tablespoon olive oil

• 1 medium leek, white and pale-green parts only, halved 
lengthwise, sliced crosswise 1/2-inch thick

• 1 celery stalk, sliced crosswise 1/2-inch thick

• 12 ounces skinless, boneless chicken thighs

• 6 cups low-sodium chicken broth Kosher salt, freshly ground 
pepper

• 1/2 cup orzo

• 1/4 cup chopped fresh dill

• Lemon halves (for serving)

Preparation

Step 1

Heat oil in a large heavy pot over medium heat. Add leek and 
celery and cook, stirring often, until vegetables are soft, 5-8 minutes. 
Add chicken and broth; season with salt and pepper. Bring to a boil, 
cover, reduce heat, and simmer until chicken is cooked through, 15-
20 minutes. Transfer chicken to a plate. Let cool, then shred chicken 
into bite-size pieces.

Step 2

Meanwhile, return broth to a boil. Add orzo and cook until al 
dente, 8-10 minutes.

Step 3

Remove pot from heat. Stir in chicken and dill. Serve with lemon 
halves for squeezing over.

BY MARY-FRANCES HECK
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1405 Brandi Ln
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